
Tell those invited:  Behold, I have prepared my
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beatrice
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT

TIM BEATRICE
513-254-5620
timbeatrice5@yahoo.com

Knights of Columbus
Archbishop Elder Council

Email grandknight@elderkofc.org
Join today. kofc.org/joinus

Jeff Woodward, Parishioner   513-247-9241
Celebrating 30 years in business

www.wciconstruction.com

Woodward Construction, Inc.

Kitchen & Bath
Remodeling

Kinsella
561-5285

7880 Camargo Rd.
kinsellakitchens.com

Dr. Frederick A. Heiselman
General • Implant
Dentistry

Parishioner
513-561-8600
7140 Miami Ave.,Ste. 201

fheiselmandds.com

GILSON’S
ENGRAVING

ELEGANT GIFTS

Engraved gifts for all occasionsEngraved gifts for all occasions

7116 Miami Ave.

891-0730
www.gilsonsonline.com
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Chuck Borchers
REALTOR, Parishioner

513-335-4039
charles.borchers@gmail.com
chuckborchershomes.com

Accepting New Patients

Dr. Eleanor Endres Parishioner
513-791-8880 

www.endresdentistry.com
“Oral Health is the Gateway 

to Healthy Living”

LANDSCAPE SPECIALISTS, INC.
Hardscape Landscape
• Walkways & Patios • Installations
• Driveways • Renovations
• Retaining Walls • Maintenance
• Drainage Systems • Snow Clearing

Quality Service for Over 35 years

396-6400
Ed Witte, Parishioner

WITTEWITTE

Kitchens • Bathrooms
Room Additions

Screen & Covered Porches
Lower Levels & Basements

513.492.8429
7264 Columbia Rd., Ste. 600, Maineville

www.PenderyConstruction.com

HYDE PARK
PAINTING

and
CARPENTRY
321-4100

Remodeling 
Roofing/Gutters • Concrete 

Plumbing/Electric
Drywall • Int./Ext. Painting

Your Complete Home 
Repair Company

Keith D. Jackson DDS
Laura K. Jackson DDS

7113 Miami Avenue 
Madeira, OH 45243
Tel: (513) 561-5318

TOTAL LIFE SAFETY, LLC
Commercial Fire Protection Services

Fire Extinguisher/ Exit Lights/Fire Alarm
Sprinkler/Backflow/Special Hazard

866-955-2318

Walter St. Clair RoofingWalter St. Clair Roofing
Serving Cincinnati Since 1923

Roofing & Sheet Metal Work
Slate & Tile Repair

Box Gutters & Seamless Gutters
Jerry St. Clair, pariShioner           641-3265

GEO. H. ROHDE & SON
Funeral HomeFuneral Home

Since 1910
3183 Linwood Ave., Mt. Lookout Sq.3183 Linwood Ave., Mt. Lookout Sq.

Serving Eastern Hills, Mt. Lookout & Hyde ParkServing Eastern Hills, Mt. Lookout & Hyde Park

513-321-0404513-321-0404
www.rohdefuneral.comwww.rohdefuneral.com

Directors: Steve Rohde, Denise Mercier Directors: Steve Rohde, Denise Mercier 
& Darrell Schneider& Darrell Schneider

94c/81m/40y/32k

1c/75m/99y/0k

Family Owned
& Operated

Established 1877

8225 Montgomery Rd
Cincinnati, Ohio 45236

513-891-8373
Peter J. Gilligan, Sr.

INDEPENDENT LIVING
ASSISTED LIVING • MEMORY CARE

7650 CAMARGO ROAD • MADEIRA, OH 45243
513-422-5499 • WWW.TRADITIONSATCAMARGO.COM

TWENTY-EIGHTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  |  OCTOBER 15, 2023 

Monika
DeRoussel

Let’s make it happen!

Your gateway to Luxury

(531) 289-1039

monika@deroussel.com

deroussel.com

Blue Ash/Hyde Park/Mason/West Chester 

(513) 275-7000 

Kristina Markiewicz
Suite 130, 12500 Reed Hartman Highway 
Cincinnati, OH 45241 
B 513-387-0489 I C SOS-463-8966
kristina.markiewicz@mwarep.org

(513)
407-8998
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Parish Information
6543 Miami Ave., Cincinnati, OH 45243

(513) 561-5954 | stgertrude.org
parishoffice@stgertrude.org

Parish Office Hours
Monday-Friday: 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.

School Office Hours
Monday-Friday: 7:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.

Church Hours
Every day: 7 a.m.-9 p.m.

MASSES AND CONFESSION

Monday, October 16, Weekday
	 7 a.m.	 † Alberto Cremonesi by The MacKenzie Family
	 8 a.m.	 † Robert J. McCarthy by Molly & Bruce Vollmer
	11:30 a.m.	 † Deceased Members of the Dominican Order

Tuesday, October 17, St. Ignatius of Antioch (M)
	 7 a.m.	 † Allen Myers by The Farwick Family
	 8 a.m.	 Craig & Teresa Babcock by Jim & Anita Pappalardo
	11:30 a.m.	 † Deceased Members of Kohus & Bough Family 
		    by John & Hilda Bough

Wednesday, October 18, St. Luke the Evangelist (F)
	 7 a.m.	 † Bob Perazzo by Pete & Donna Marcello
	 8 a.m.	 † Jean Ellert by Elder Council K of C
	11:30 a.m.	 † Megan Clark Johnson by Moira & Jim Bonn

Thursday, October 19, 
Sts. John de Brébeuf, Isaac Jogues & Companions (M)
	 7 a.m.	 † John Kinsella by Randy & Cathy Hensel
	 8 a.m.	 Sara Ringenbach by Laura Ringenbach
	11:30 a.m.	 † Ted Bayer by Judy Bayer & Family

Friday, October 20, Weekday
	 7 a.m.	 † Leo & Marian Breslin by Kevin Breslin
	 8 a.m.	 † Tom & Audrey Ruthman by Patty Connelly
	11:30 a.m.	 † Tyronne Francisco by Ed & Mary Ann de St. Aubin

Saturday, October 21, Blessed Virgin Mary (M)
	 8 a.m.	 † Patsy Scalo by The Wainscott Family
	11:30 a.m.	 † Ann Nolte by The Tribbe Family
	 4:30 p.m.	 † Chris Imbus by The Glorius Family

Sunday, October 22, 29th Sunday in Ordinary Time
	 8 a.m.	 † Audrey Ruthman by Malissa & Nick Frohlich
	 10 a.m.	 † Edward & Margaret Schlueter by David & Peggy Schlueter
	 12 p.m.	 Dina Henderson by The Henderson Family
	 6 p.m.	 People of St. Gertrude

Confessions will be heard in the church Monday-Friday at 4 p.m., 
Wednesday at 7:30 p.m., and Saturday at 3:30 p.m.
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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

GALA TICKET SALES 
END OCTOBER 18! 
Don’t miss your opportunity to celebrate St. Gertrude 
Parish’s 100th anniversary at our Centennial Gala 
fundraiser. There are still a few more seats available—
get your tickets at bit.ly/100anniversarygala before they 
are gone for good on October 18. 

(PERHAPS) THE OLDEST IMAGE 
OF OUR LADY AND ITS DEEP 
DOMINICAN CONNECTIONS

A couple of weeks ago when we had our special rosary 
in the church in solidarity with our parish pilgrims at the 
Dominican Rosary Pilgrimage, I set up an image of Our 
Blessed Mother in the sanctuary. Since so many of you 
asked me about the image after our prayer service, I thought 

it would be good to share with everyone in the parish the origins and significance of 
this very special image. 

With its artistic style common to Egypt and the face and eyes indicative of 
early Syrian iconography, the image is clearly Eastern. It came to Rome at some 
point before the year 800 A.D. and ended up in a monastery of Benedictine nuns 
who resided at Santa Maria in Tempulo. Around the year 900 A.D., the pope at 
the time, Pope Sergius III, became so enamored with the image that he ordered it 
brought to the Papal Basilica of St. John Lateran. But as the story goes, the day after 
it was brought there, it miraculously disappeared and reappeared at the Benedictine 
monastery from which it had been taken.

In the year 1221, the Benedictine nuns at Santa Maria in Tempulo encountered 
St. Dominic and decided, as a group, to become Dominican nuns. Since there 
was already a monastery of Dominican nuns in Rome at San Sisto (Saint Sixtus),  
St. Dominic ordered the (now newly Dominican) nuns of Santa Maria in Tempulo 
to leave their former monastery and join the nuns at San Sisto. At first the nuns were 
hesitant, unwilling to abandon their miraculous image of Our Lady that had resided 
in their monastery for 400+ years. So, St. Dominic himself took the icon in his own 
hands and, with the nuns of Santa Maria in Tempulo behind him, processed the icon 
to their new home of the monastery of San Sisto. In 1575, the nuns moved to a new 
monastery of Santi Domenico e Sisto (now known as the Angelicum). In 1931, the 
nuns moved yet again, this time to the monastery of Santa Maria del Rosario, a small 
monastery atop the steepest hill in Rome, not far from the Colosseum. Both the 
nuns and the image remain there, in relative obscurity, to the present day.

The image today is known most commonly in Dominican circles as Our Lady of 
San Sisto. But it is also known as the Madonna della Rosario, or simply as the Advocata.

What is more interesting is to explore the origins of this image. Of significant 
note is the fact that it is an image of Our Blessed Mother, but without the Christ child. 
After the Council of Ephesus declared in 431 A.D 
that Mary is the Mother of God, virtually every 
image of Our Lady depicts her with the Christ 
child. This is strong evidence that the image dates 
to before 431 A.D. But even more astonishingly, 
radiocarbon dating was conducted on the image 
in the 1960s, and it actually dates back to the 
first century A.D. That makes it the earliest 
known painting in the world of the Virgin Mary. 
Given that during that time period St. Luke the 
Evangelist was the person most associated with 
the Blessed Mother and was also known as “the 
artist,” it is entirely possible that this image was 
painted by St. Luke himself—made even more 

likely by the fact that he was Syrian by birth and so 
would be intimately familiar with the style of depicting 
faces evident in the icon. There have long been stories 
passed down through Christianity that Luke painted (at 
least) one image of the Blessed Mother. It may very well 
be this one.

Based on the positive feedback I received as a result 
of displaying our print of the icon (which normally 
resides in the priory), I am sure that her image will 
appear again in the church in the future. With her 
pink cheeks and piercing eyes, I find this image one 
of the most powerful images of the Blessed Mother I 
have ever seen. May the Blessed Virgin Mary, the pre-
eminent bearer of the Word, intercede for us before 
the throne of her Son.
God bless,

Father John Paul Walker, O.P.
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SCHOOL NEWS

ARTIST OF THE MONTH
Every month, different students are chosen to have their artwork 
displayed in the cafeteria. 

Congratulations to our most recent artists of the month, 
Beatrice Sharpshair and Gladys Bonjour!

SECOND GRADE CHICKS UPDATE
The second graders voted on names for their quickly growing chicks 
and got to practice holding them. The chicks’ names are Buttercup, 
Penguin, Bengal II, Spy, and Gertrude.

WE LOVE OUR TEACHERS
St. Gertrude School teachers show up for and encourage their 
students—even on the weekend. Here are a couple cute pictures 
from a recent Saturday football game. Go, Bulldogs!

PLEASE TAKE A SIGN
Since 1934, St. Gertrude School has 
been an integral part of our parish 
community and a vital part of its 
evangelizing ministry. Now, thanks to 
the expansion of the state’s EdChoice 
Scholarship Program, a Catholic 
education is within reach for all families! 
We invite all parish families to take a 
look at St. Gertrude School and join us 
for one of our Fall Preview Days. School 
families will be distributing materials 
outside after Masses this weekend. 
Please consider posting a sign in your 
yard and inviting a coworker, friend, or 
neighbor to discover the St. Gertrude 
School difference!
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EVANGELIZATION & FAITH FORMATION

5 STAGES OF 
CONVERSION
TYLER CASTRUCCI, COORDINATOR 
OF ADULT EVANGELIZATION

At the age of 95, famous Spanish cellist 
Pablo Casals was asked by a reporter why 
he still practiced nearly six hours a day. 
His response was profound and simple: 
“Because I think I’m making progress.” 
Clearly his mastery of the instrument was 

not simply due to extraordinary natural talent, or luck, but also to his 
deep dedication. You’ve probably heard someone describe himself or 
herself as a “practicing Catholic,” or perhaps you’ve even identified 
yourself this way. What does it mean to be a “practicing Catholic?” 
What is it, precisely, that we are practicing? 
When most famous musicians or athletes describe their daily practice 
routine, they often devote the majority of their efforts toward refining 
and honing what are known as the fundamentals (basic scales, 
arpeggios, long tones, intonation work, etc.). These fundamentals 
are the foundation that enabled someone like Pablo Casals to craft 
a beautiful phrase and pull off virtuosic technical feats. They are the 
basic building blocks that lead to the goal of every musician: the ability 
to make beautiful music.
As Christians, we practice the “fundamentals” of our faith through 
a lifelong journey of discipleship. Yes, going to Mass on Sundays 
and following the Commandments and the precepts of the Church 
are some of the external signs of this practice but, above all, it’s an 
interior conformity to the person of Jesus. 
Over the coming weeks, we will be featuring a series of articles on this 
page about stages of conversion each of us goes through in our walk 
with the Lord and how we can recognize those stages in our friends, 
family, coworkers, and acquaintances. Catholic author and evangelist, 
Sherry Weddell, describes five broad stages, or thresholds, each 
person goes through on their journey of faith. The end goal of this 
journey is discipleship—the “dropping of one’s nets” and committing 
one’s entire life to following Jesus in the midst of his Church. This 
dynamic journey lasts our entire lives and usually involves many ups 
and downs. Simply put, the path of discipleship is rarely neat and 
orderly; however, here are the five stages of conversion:

1.	 Trust - A positive association with Christianity, such as a 
good friend who is Christian, or enjoying a parish festival, or 
social event.

2.	 Curiosity - Intrigued by Christianity and perhaps asking 
some questions about teachings/practices, but not willing to 
change one’s life or accept the answers yet.

3.	 Openness - Open to the possibility of having a personal 
relationship with God and changing one’s life, but not 
committed yet.

4.	 Seeking - This is “dating with a purpose.” Everything in 

life is now being reexamined in light of the reality of Jesus. 
Personal prayer, repentance, and the need for healing and 
grace are now present.

5.	 Discipleship - Saying “yes” to Jesus and committing to 
following him.

This week, I invite you to reflect on your own journey with Jesus in 
light of these stages, and see if you can recognize the moments you 
passed through some or all of them and if there was an event, person, 
or thing, that led you to move closer to or further from the Lord. 
Next week in part 2 of this series, Walter Plummer, our director of 
evangelization, will share his testimony and talk about his personal 
experience of going through the various stages toward discipleship. 
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WELCOME NEW PARISHIONERS

Jaye Bissmeyer
Michael & Kathryn Brennan
Margaret Henz
Benjamin Jacoby

Hunter Kesler
Jeffrey & Lauren Strouble
Tyler & Sara Ware
John & Kathlyn Werner

Sunday, September 24, 2023

Child: Lucas Michael Dowling
Parents: Michael & Melissa Dowling

PLEASE PRAY FOR . . .
THE SICK:
Tina Bascom, Simon Berry, Vicki Calonge, Maureen S. 
Currens, Triset Defonseka, Pamela K. Dwyer, Lisa Ely, 
Lynn Fedele, Octavio Flores-Resendiz, Dick Gelhaus, Bob 
Gerwin, Goad Family, Baby Leo Henry Grolmes, Elsa 
Hall, Jane Hazelton, Hummel Family, Andrea Kattel, Aiko 
Kimura, Diane Kosobud, Ed and Karen Larkin, Kevin Lewis, 
Gertrude Maxwell, Kim McClung, Elaine O’Connell, Sue 
Paas, Gerry Patterson, Gert Patterson, Pegge Schuermann, 
Richard Seifert, Judy Sullivan, Jim Tappel, Debbie Van Hise, 
Brigitte Vielhauer, Kerry Walden, Ann Walker and Viktor & 
Mary Wilhelmy

THOSE IN THE ARMED FORCES:
Patrick Burke, Gabe Dorsey, Jacob Dorsey, Curtis Flores, 
Luis Flores, Jr., Cole Foster, Kyle Foster, Dominic Geraci, 
Daniel Holian, Mike Huber, Aaron Jacobson, Jacob Kramb, 
John Kramb, Kelly Leugers, Dominic Lloyd, Seth McGann, 
John Murdock, Jr., John Oscar, Sarah Ries, Dan Roseman, 
Andrew Shannon, Ian Tester, and Gus Voto

THE RECENTLY DECEASED:
† Catherine Donohue, mother of Margaret Nelson

PARISH NEWS

BAPTISM

LET US PRAY

40 DAYS FOR LIFE SIGN-UPS THIS WEEKEND
St. Gertrude Church will participate in the 40 Days for Life campaign on 
Tuesday, October 17, at Planned Parenthood (2314 Auburn Avenue), 
from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. Sign up after Mass this weekend to participate. If 
you have questions, please contact Debbie Graham at (513) 984-4766 or  
(513) 703-5252. 

RESPECT LIFE COMMITTEE MEETING
The next Respect Life Committee meeting is Saturday, October 21, at 9 a.m. 
in the Choir Room in the Parish Center. Anyone interested in this ministry is 
invited to attend. 

GIFT OF LIFE LAYETTE 
During October, a Pack ‘n Play will be outside the Relic Chapel in the church 
to collect donated new baby items for Old St. Mary’s Pregnancy Center. 
This year, diapers in sizes 5 & 6 and pull-ups are needed—please 
no newborn diapers or sizes 1, 2, or 3. Cotton hooded bath towels/
washcloths, baby shampoo, lotion, baby wipes, formula, and baby bottles are 
also appreciated. With winter approaching, there is a need for winter coats 
in sizes 2T, 3T, and 4T, hats and mittens, onesies, sleepers, and socks. New 
items only, and no books or toys.

CHRISTMAS WREATH SALE
St. Gertrude Boy Scout Troop 555 is selling Christmas wreaths/sprays and 
other decorations from Mickman Brothers. Order your wreaths after any Mass 
next weekend, October 21 and 22. Wreaths will be delivered the weekend of 
November 18, just in time for those who like to start decorating right after 
Thanksgiving! Payment (cash/check) is due when you place your order. If you 
have any questions, please contact a Troop 555 scout or Mary Jo Schuette at 
(513) 207-1836 or Mjschuette2@gmail.com.

ANSWER THE CALL
In today’s Gospel, we hear Jesus say: “Many 
are invited but few are chosen.”
To give thanks for all that God has given to 
you, have you considered answering the call 
to help serve the poor by joining the Society 
of St. Vincent de Paul? Jesus, I want to do 
your will.
St. Gertrude Parish SVdP Conference is part of the larger Cincinnati District 
St. Vincent de Paul Society. There are opportunities to assist our neighbors 
both in the local area and downtown at the Neyer Outreach Center.

BULLDOGS WRESTLING REGISTRATION
All boys in grades K-8 are invited to join the Bulldogs wrestling team for the 
2023-2024 season, which runs November 7, 2023,  through February 15, 
2024. Registration is open until November 15. Please visit.stgertrude.org/
wrestling for more information and to sign up.
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COMMUNITY NEWS

VOTE NO ON ISSUE 1
Early voting is underway! Registered voters can cast 
an early, in-person ballot at their County Board of 
Elections office through November 5. Learn more 
about the amendment at WhereDoesItSayThat.com.

GOLDEN EVENING FOR LIFE
Please join us for the Golden Evening for Life (50th 
Anniversary of Cincinnati Right to Life) on Thursday, 
October 19, 2023, at the Sharonville Convention 
Center. Doors open at 5:30 p.m. for a social hour, 
followed by dinner and the program at 6:30 p.m. 
The event will feature former abortionist Dr. John 
Bruchalski, musician Mike Donehey, activist Mark 
Houck, and survivor Rebecca Kiessling. The emcee 
for the evening will be Anna Mitchell of Sacred Heart 
Radio/EWTN. Reservations are required; please visit 
CincinnatiRightToLife.org or call (513) 728-7870.

DO YOU LOVE TO BAKE?
The St. Gertrude Parish Ladies of Charity calls all 
bakers to help with the Bake Sale at their annual Craft 
and Gift Show on October 21, 2023, from 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m. Baked goods may be dropped off in the Parish 
Center beginning at 2 p.m. on Friday, October 20, or 
on the day of the event. All proceeds from the event go 
to help charities located around the Cincinnati area. If 
you have any questions about the Ladies of Charity or 
about any of our events, please contact Jean Wilkinson 
at (513) 498-5085. Thank you for your support!

CATHOLIC MEN’S EUCHARISTIC PROCESSION 
NEXT SATURDAY
Catholic men of all generations are invited to participate in the ninth annual Catholic 
Men’s Eucharistic Procession next Saturday, October 21. The event will begin with 
8 a.m. Mass with Archbishop Dennis Schnurr at the Cathedral Basilica of St. Peter 
in Chains. Men will then process with the Eucharist through downtown Cincinnati, 
concluding at 11 a.m. with final Benediction at Old St. Mary’s Church. Please contact 
David Willig at (513) 305-6719 or davidlwillig@gmail.com if you have any questions.

PREPLANNING SEMINAR
Learning, planning, and being prepared is part of life. Gate of Heaven Cemetery is 
here to help you understand Church teachings so that end of life decisions can be 
made with peace of mind. Attend a complimentary  preplanning seminar at Gate 
of Heaven Cemetery on Tuesday, October 24, at 11 a.m., 2 p.m., or 6 p.m. Please 
RSVP to community@gateofheaven.org or (513) 489-0300, and let us know how 
many family and friends will be coming with you, which parish you are from, and 
which seminar you plan to attend. The seminar will be in the St. Peter’s Chapel 
(11000 Montgomery Road, Cincinnati, OH 45249).

SPECIAL COMMEMORATION CEREMONY
All are invited to Gate of Heaven Cemetery (11000 Montgomery Road) Veterans 
Garden section 28 on Saturday, October 28, from 2 to 3 p.m. for a special ceremony 
to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the end of the Vietnam War. We will be 
honoring the nine million Vietnam veterans and the families of those who served 
on active duty during the Vietnam era. Key speakers include Congressman Brad 
Wenstrup, Colonel (R) Todd Mayer, and Mr. Jeff Freppon. All Vietnam veterans in 
attendance will be presented with a service pin. There will be a Cincinnati Warbirds 
flyover, a display of Vietnam service items, Staff Sergeant John “Jack” Dennis Freppon 
display and book signing, and more. A rosary will follow the ceremony. If you have 
questions or want more information, please contact Gate of Heaven Cemetery at 
community@gateofheaven.org or (513) 489-0300 or visit gateofheaven.org. Please 
remember to bring an outdoor folding chair for the commemoration and rosary.

DEEPEN AND GROW IN YOUR FAITH
Looking for a good venue to help in deepening or growing your faith? The Adult 
Spirituality Institute (ASI) offers short-term noncredit courses at Mount St. Mary’s 
Seminary. Our mission is to foster ongoing spiritual development through Scripture 
and theology presented by outstanding regional scholars. Our next class begins 
October 30 and runs for four weeks on Mondays, 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. For more 
information or to register, please visit spirituality-institute.com.

BEACONS OF LIGHT UPDATE
Curious about how the first year of Beacons of 
Light has gone in the 57 Families of Parishes? 
Archbishop Schnurr has released the Year 1 Parish 
Vitality Report to bring everyone in the Archdiocese 
of Cincinnati up-to-date. Check out the facts, 
figures, stories, and witness at pathway.catholicaoc.
org/parish-vitality-report.
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DOMINICAN ROSARY PILGRIMAGE

Prayer on the Memorial of St. Ignatius of Antioch
O most holy Ignatius, most blessed martyr of Christ, invincible soldier in that army whose garments are sprinkled with blood, you 
are a foundation of the faith and a column of strength. For the increase of your glory and blessedness, I offer you the most worshipful 
Heart of Jesus Christ, so consummate and perfect in all good things through its union with his Divinity. By every drop of your 
precious blood that was shed, I pray that you would be with me in the hour of my death. Amen.

PRAYER FROM ST. GERTRUDE THE GREAT

COVER IMAGE:  The symbolic fresco Jesus give the communion in church Pfarrkirche Kaisermühlen from end of 19. cent.

DOMINICAN ROSARY PILGRIMAGE RECAP
On Saturday, September 30, Father Luke, Sister Jacinta, Sister Anne Therese, and a group of St. Gertrude Church parishioners joined the 
Dominican Friars of the Province of St. Joseph and over 3,000 pilgrims from across the country for the Dominican Rosary Pilgrimage at the 
Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in Washington, D.C. The powerful day was full of life-changing talks from the 
Order of Preachers, Mass, and the praying of the rosary. (In case you missed the livestream, you can watch it at any time at rosarypilgrimage.
org/livestream). As part of their trip, our St. Gertrude Parish pilgrims stopped at the National Shrine of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton in Emmitsburg, 
MD, and several other notable places in Washington, D.C., including the Franciscan Monastery of the Holy Land, the St. John Paul II National 
Shrine, St. Dominic’s Church, and the Dominican House of Studies. Here are some fun pictures from their journey. 

After Mass at the tomb of After Mass at the tomb of 
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton in St. Elizabeth Ann Seton in 

Emmitsburg, VAEmmitsburg, VA

A tour of the Franciscan A tour of the Franciscan 
Monastery of the Holy LandMonastery of the Holy Land

At the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception  At the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception  
for the Dominican Rosary Pilgrimage eventsfor the Dominican Rosary Pilgrimage events

Dinner with Father John MarkDinner with Father John Mark

Pizza dinner at St. Dominic Pizza dinner at St. Dominic 
Church in Washington, D.C.Church in Washington, D.C.

Tour of the Dominican Tour of the Dominican 
House of Studies ChapelHouse of Studies Chapel

Meetup with Brother Meetup with Brother 
Christopher DanielChristopher Daniel

At the St. John Paul II  At the St. John Paul II  
National ShrineNational Shrine

Departing  Departing  
St. Gertrude ChurchSt. Gertrude Church

Sister Anne Therese Sister Anne Therese 
venerating the venerating the 

blood relic of Pope blood relic of Pope 
St. John Paul IISt. John Paul II
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Monday,
October 16

Tuesday,
October 17

Wednesday,
October 18

Thursday,
October 19

Friday,
October 20

Saturday,
October 21

Sunday,
October 22

Walking with 
Purpose Bible Study
8:30 a.m.
St. Dominic Lobby

Catechism in a Year 
Discussion Group
9 a.m.
St. Joseph Room

Rosary Makers
3 p.m.
St. Joseph Room

SGS PTO Meeting
8:10 a.m.
School Cafeteria

Walking with 
Purpose Bible Study
8:30 a.m.
St. Dominic Lobby

Ladies of Charity 
Craft Fair
9 a.m.-3 p.m.
Parish Center

K of C  
Recruitment Drive
After all Masses
Outside Church

SGS Fall Uniform 
Sale
3-6 p.m.
School Cafeteria

Moms & Littles  
Holy Hour
9:30 a.m.
Church

Schola Cantorum
3:30 p.m.
PC Choir Room

Cana Family –  
Year 3
9:30 a.m.
St. Dominic Lobby

Respect Life 
Meeting
9 a.m.
PC Choir Room

StG Boy Scout 
Wreath Sales
After all Masses
Outside Church

CGS Level 1 & 2 
3:30 p.m.
Atrium I & II

Seniors Fun Bunch
12:15 p.m.
St. Dominic Lobby

CGS Level 2 & 3 
3:45 p.m.
Atrium I & II

CGS Level 1
11 a.m.
Atrium I & II

SVDP Ozanam 
Orientation
9 a.m.
School Cafeteria

Parish Coffee & 
Donuts
After 8 & 10 a.m Masses
Gym

Schola Cantorum
3:30 p.m.
PC Choir Room

CGS Level 1 & 2 
6 p.m.
Atrium I & II

Cub Scouts –  
Pack Meeting
6:30 p.m.
School Cafeteria

Parish Choir
7 p.m.
PC Choir Room

K of C  
Recruitment Drive
After 4:30 p.m. Mass
Outside Church

CGS Classes
8:30, 10 & 11:30 a.m.
Atrium I & II

Become Catholic 
(RCIA)
7 p.m.
St. Dominic Lobby

Boy Scouts
7 p.m.
School Cafeteria

Holy Hour with 
Confessions
7:30 p.m.
Church

StG Boy Scout 
Wreath Sales
After 4:30 p.m. Mass
Outside Church

Little Flower Library 
Open
8:45-11:15 a.m.

Boosters Meeting
7 p.m.
PC Choir Room

K of C Rosary Social
7 p.m.
Church & 
St. Dominic Lobby

Confirmation 
Candidate Session 
10 a.m.
School Cafeteria

Healing Rosary
7 p.m.
Rosary Garden

Moms of Special 
Needs Support Group
7 p.m.
St. Joseph Room

Benedictine Oblates
2 p.m.
St. Joseph Room

K of C Executive 
Meeting
7 p.m.
K of C Hall

SGS SAC Meeting
7 p.m.
Holy Family 
Conference Room

L’alto: HS Youth 
Night
7 p.m.
School Cafeteria

Seasons of Hope
7 p.m.
St. Joseph Room

THE WEEK AHEAD

INTERESTED IN JOINING  
ST. GERTRUDE CHURCH? 

We would love to welcome you into our parish family! Visit stgertrude.org/
register to fill out a new parishioner registration form. You can also find 
paper copies of the registration form in the church and the parish office. 
We look forward to meeting you!

Please submit your Mass announcements and bulletin articles to  
bulletin@stgertrude.org.

BULLETIN

10/29/23

MATERIALS DUE

10/18/23

BULLETIN DEADLINE

OFFERING
St. Gertrude Parish Weekly Collection  

and Budget Report
Collection for October 8

Collection	 $	 34,905
Weekly Budget	 $	 37,000
Weekly Deficit	 ($	 2,095)

Fiscal Year-To-Date (for year ending June 30, 2024)
Fiscal YTD Actual	 $	 530,861
Fiscal YTD Budget	 $	 555,000
Fiscal YTD Deficit	 ($	 24,139)

STAY INFORMED ON PRO-LIFE ISSUES
Want to get more involved in pro-life ministry or simply want to be 
more in the know? Email stgertrudeprolife@gmail.com to be added to 
the St. Gertrude Respect Life Ministry email list.

SUPPORT FOR MISCARRIAGE
Have you experienced a miscarriage? You are 
not alone. Heaven’s Gain Ministries is here 

to provide for the physical, emotional, and spiritual needs of families 
experiencing pregnancy loss. Call Heaven's Gain at (513) 607-6083 
for support, or visit HeavensGain.org for more information. 

 INTERESTED IN BECOMING CATHOLIC?
Contact Tyler Castrucci at tcastrucci@stgertrude.org or Father 
Luke VanBerkum at frluke@stgertrude.org to learn more about our 
Become Catholic (RCIA) program and get your questions answered.



St. Gertrude Roman Catholic Church9

Parish Staff
Father John Paul Walker, O.P., pastor
Father Joachim Kenney, O.P., parochial vicar
Father Luke VanBerkum, O.P., parochial vicar

Dominican Friars in Residence
Father John Langlois, O.P., prior
Father Joseph Alobaidi, O.P.
Father John Corbett, O.P.
Father Darren Pierre, O.P., novice master

St. Gertrude School – (513) 561-8020
Principal – Sister Mary Agnes Greiffendorf, O.P.	 ext 1101
Vice Principal – Mr. Travis Johnson	 ext 1101
PTO President – Ashlee Wooten	 ashleebwot@hotmail.com
School Advisory Council

Office of Administration – (513) 561-5954
Receptionists – Susan Kane & Teri Forlini	 parishoffice@stgertrude.org
Business Manager – Don Regan	 businessmanager@stgertrude.org
Business Office Admin Assistant – Emma Golias	 egolias@stgertrude.org
Bereavement	 ext 2101
Bulletin Editor	 bulletin@stgertrude.org
Director of Music – Christopher Holman	  cholman@stgertrude.org 
Safe Environment Coordinator – Emma Golias	 egolias@stgertrude.org

Office of Evangelization & Faith Formation – (513) 561-5954
Director of Evangelization & Faith Formation – 
  Walter Plummer	 wplummer@stgertrude.org
Coordinator of Catechesis of the Good Shepherd –
  Mary Beth Thiemann	 mbthiemann@stgertrude.org
Coordinator of Adult Evangelization – 
  Tyler Castrucci	 tcastrucci@stgertrude.org
Director of Communications – 
  Michelle Dushensky	 mdushensky@stgertrude.org
Office Coordinator – Kristen Eggers	 kristen@stgertrude.org

Corporal Works of Mercy
Helping Hands (Funeral Reception Ministry) –  
  Nancy Lucas	 stgerthh@gmail.com
Knights of Columbus – Pete Marcello	 grandknight@elderkofc.org
Ladies of Charity – Jean Wilkinson	 jeanhwilkinson@gmail.com
Parish Health Ministry – Jeanne Palcic	 jpalcic@fuse.net
Pregnancy Center East (for all pregnancy needs)	 (513) 321-3100
Soup Kitchen – Andy Cordier	 soupkitchen@stgertrude.org
St. Vincent de Paul Society – Jennifer Mansfield	(513) 561-5954, ext 2112

Vocations Directors
Archdiocese of Cincinnati – Father Dan Schmitmeyer	 (513) 421-3131
Dominican Friars –Father Mario Calabrese, O.P.	 DominicanFriars.org
Nashville Dominican Sisters – Sister Mara Grace, O.P.	 (615) 256-5486

PARISH DIRECTORY

Spiritual Works of Mercy
Circle of Prayer – Barbara Rose	 prayercirclesg@gmail.com
Communion to Sick – Judy Hartmann	 jhartma2002@yahoo.com
Eucharistic Adoration	 adoration@stgertrude.org
Natural Family Planning – Jenna Bernardo	 nfp@stgertrude.org
Pastoral Council – Ryan Schilling	 rryanschilling@gmail.com
Prayer Ministry for the Dying – Pat Collins	 (513) 265-1897
Respect Life – Lisa Campbell	 lisaredig61@gmail.com
Rosary Making – Larry Ball	 (513) 831-8572
Unbound (Ministry of Forgiveness and Healing – 
  Nealy Mechley	 (513) 505-1740

Liturgical Ministries
Parish Choir – Christopher Holman	  cholman@stgertrude.org 
Contemporary Music Ensemble – Paul Kindt	 pkindt@zoomtown.com
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion	 frluke@stgertrude.org
Resurrection Choir – Marty Cunningham	 martyc.music@gmail.com
The St. Anne and the Child Mary Guild –
  Ann McCormick	 ann.mccormick@ymail.com
Sons of St. Joseph (Altar Servers)	 pxaw@hotmail.com
Ushers – Douglas Postler	 postman8905@gmail.com
Viri Selecti – Ben Hoffmann	 pxaw@hotmail.com
Youth Choir – Christopher Holman	  cholman@stgertrude.org 

Spiritual Groups
Angelic Warfare Confraternity –	 (513) 561-5954
Benedictine Oblates – Mark Milliron	 mmilliron@fastmail.com
CANA Family For Mothers –
  Anita Pappalardo	 pappacinci@gmail.com
Catholic Men’s Fellowship – Stan Lloyd	 stan.lloyd@gmail.com
Confraternity of the Most Holy Rosary –
  Brian Zappia	 brian.zappia@gmail.com
Dominican Laity (Bishop Fenwick) –
  Mrs. Joan Ratajczak, O.P.	 jsratajczak@gmail.com
Dominican Laity (Our Lady of Peace) –
  Mr. Fred Thomas, O.P.	 stgertrude.org/ourladyofpeace
Healing Rosary – Cindy Hertzel	 (513) 368-8941
Moms of Special Needs Support Group –
  Laura Nanista	 laura_nanista@outlook.com
Seasons of Hope – Cindy Hertzel	 (513) 368-8941
True Devotion to Mary – Anne Collins	 acollins4mary@aol.com
Walking with Purpose Bible Study (Women) –  
  Martha Thompson	 wwp.st.gertrude@gmail.com

Parish Groups
Athletic Boosters – Rob Gruber	 rlgruber5@gmail.com
Boy Scouts – Rob Schuette	 (513) 333-0040
Cub Scouts – Matt Frye	 (574) 529-0427
Garden Club 	 parishoffice@stgertrude.org
Lenten Fish Fry – Rob Mancini	 rbmancini73@gmail.com
Little Flower Library – Susan Santos	 susansantos2@gmail.com
Parish Coffee – Mark Findley	 mark.findley@epilepsy-ohio.org
Seniors’ Fun Bunch – Tyler Castrucci	 tcastrucci@stgertrude.org
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Planning your next party just became a breeze! Call us to 
help you customize a menu that will bring your vision to 
life while respecting your budget and honoring your dietary 
needs. We specialize in weddings, corporate functions and 
social events and are preferred catering partners with many 
local venues. Best of all, we are right in your neighborhood! 
Call today to check one more task off your list!

513-873-3900 • www.baileyfamilycatering.com

G
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KLEKAMP PAVING
Asphalt Paving

Patching
Asphalt

Sealcoating
513-561-4600

www.klekamp.com

6403 Madison, Madisonville • 271-1570 
1793 Ohio Pike, Amelia • 797-4888

Now 2 Locations!

ROYALMONT ACADEMY
200 Northcrest Drive, Mason, OH

Catholic Preschool • High School • Full and 1/2 day Preschool 
Open House – Nov. 15, 5-7:30 pm

513-754-0555 • www.Royalmont.org

MILFORD
Body Shop Direct Call

831-5460

CASTRUCCI
COLLISION

AHP Anderson Hills Plumbing
Residential – Commercial – FREE ESTIMATES

Over 69 Years Experience & Satisfaction
Ernie, Jack, Ralph & Barb Vilardo

6229 Beechmont Avenue  513-232-3821

ERIC D. BENDER
Attorney at Law

Moeller (1984)
University of Notre Dame (1988)

U.C. Law (1991)
Family Law • Wills & Probate

Lawsuits • Guardianship
Adoption

(513) 891-5630
9764 Kenwood Road in Blue Ash

Visa/Mastercard Accepted

7319 Columbia Road
Garden Center 
& Landscaping

398-1008
www.sharonnursery.com

19 years in Business • Call 513-321-4444

• Cincinnati’s first Joint Commissioned Private 
Duty Company

• 3 full-time nurses on staff for caregiver 
supervision and emergency consultation

• Specialized and Trained for Parkinson’s and 
Dementia Care

• 24/7 and Live-In specialists, but also offer 4 
hour minimum care

Area’s Oldest Death Care Leader Area’s Oldest Death Care Leader 
StrawserFuneralHome.comStrawserFuneralHome.com

513-791-7203513-791-7203

Meet Eli and Bennett, our two Meet Eli and Bennett, our two 
fur-children! We understand how fur-children! We understand how 

much pets mean to people, and we much pets mean to people, and we 
are proud to offer pet death care to are proud to offer pet death care to 
the area with the same dignity that the area with the same dignity that 

we show for all we serve!we show for all we serve!

Skyline Chili, Loveland Ohio 10640 Loveland 
Madeira Rd. Bring this bulletin to receive a 

FREE Cheese Coney 
With the Purchase of a (3,4,5) Way

Feeling good, it’s Skyline Time!

For all your real estate needs please contact 
me, a faithful and hard-working St. Gertrude 

parishioner and professional realtor.

CAROLYN TRAUTH 
Realtor 

513-706-4239
www.sibcycline.com/ctrauth

Jason and RhondaJason and Rhonda

Servicing Maderia 
and Indian Hill since 1979

Jim Volz
CPA & Trusted

Advisor
794-1551.com

9900 Carver Rd., Blue Ash

General Contractors and Land Development Company

James W. Logeman, D.D.S., M.S.

ORTHODONTICS

Mason | 398.0133
318 Reading Rd

Kenwood | 791.0260
5240 E Galbraith Rd

ORTHODUDE.COM

James W. Logeman, D.D.S., M.S.

ORTHODONTICS

Mason | 398.0133
318 Reading Rd

Kenwood | 791.0260
5240 E Galbraith Rd

ORTHODUDE.COM

Castellum Financial 
Advice 

Robert L. Franer III, AAMS® 
513-434-3583 (C)

rroobbeerrtt@@ccaasstteelllluummffiinnaanncciiaallaaddvviiccee..ccoomm
ccaasstteelllluummffiinnaanncciiaallaaddvviiccee..ccoomm

Parishioner & Founding Member 
of The Catholic Financial Planners Network

Securities offered through LPL Financial, a Registered 
Investment Advisor, member FINRA/SIPC
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Parishioner & Founding Member 
of The Catholic Financial Planners Network

Securities offered through LPL Financial, a Registered 
Investment Advisor, member FINRA/SIPC
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Advice 

Robert L. Franer III, AAMS® 
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Parishioner & Founding Member 
of The Catholic Financial Planners Network

Securities offered through LPL Financial, a Registered 
Investment Advisor, member FINRA/SIPC

Castellum Financial 
Advice 

Robert L. Franer III, AAMS® 
513-434-3583 (C)

rroobbeerrtt@@ccaasstteelllluummffiinnaanncciiaallaaddvviiccee..ccoomm
ccaasstteelllluummffiinnaanncciiaallaaddvviiccee..ccoomm

Parishioner & Founding Member 
of The Catholic Financial Planners Network

Securities offered through LPL Financial, a Registered 
Investment Advisor, member FINRA/SIPC Amy Resch – 513-436-4690

Enjoy 
outdoor living

all summer long!

Megie Funeral Home & Crematory
Caring for families through life’s most difficult time with care and compassion

 529 Main Street Milford, OH 45150 104 Spice Street Mt. Orab, OH 45154

 (513) 831-3134 (937) 444-2677
www.megiefuneralhome.com

We offer onsite crematory, traditional funeral services, and funeral pre-planning

(513) 621-1123 • litwins.com

TO ADVERTISE HERE, CALL

DEE PRINTING
1-800-292-9020

Spruce Home Services
Window Cleaning 

Pressure Washing and More! 
Family Owned

spruceservices.com • 513-278-8438
info@spruceservices.com

LIFE INSURANCE | DISABILITY INCOME INSURANCE | LONG-TERM CARE INSURANCE | RETIREMENT ANNUITIES

Contact me today
to learn more:
Apply today.
kofc.org/careers

Find freedom and flexibility in your career. Become a Knights of Columbus insurance agent.

Find freedom and flexibility 
in your career

Become a Knights of Columbus 
insurance agent.

LIFE INSURANCE | DISABILITY INCOME INSURANCE 
LONG-TERM CARE INSURANCE 

RETIREMENT ANNUITIES

Contact me today 
to learn more: 
Apply today.
kofc.org/careers

Jason Staas
General Agent
800-484-0304
JASON.STAAS@KOFC.ORG

Find freedom and flexibility 
in your career

Become a Knights of Columbus 
insurance agent.

LIFE INSURANCE | DISABILITY INCOME INSURANCE 
LONG-TERM CARE INSURANCE 

RETIREMENT ANNUITIES

Contact me today 
to learn more: 
Apply today.
kofc.org/careers

Jason Staas
General Agent
800-484-0304
JASON.STAAS@KOFC.ORG

Find freedom and flexibility 
in your career

Become a Knights of Columbus 
insurance agent.

LIFE INSURANCE | DISABILITY INCOME INSURANCE 
LONG-TERM CARE INSURANCE 

RETIREMENT ANNUITIES

Contact me today 
to learn more: 
Apply today.
kofc.org/careers

Jason Staas
General Agent
800-484-0304
JASON.STAAS@KOFC.ORG

Jason Staas  General Agent 
800-484-0304 • jason.staas@Kofc.org



Tell those invited:  Behold, I have prepared my
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beatrice
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT

TIM BEATRICE
513-254-5620
timbeatrice5@yahoo.com

Knights of Columbus
Archbishop Elder Council

Email grandknight@elderkofc.org
Join today. kofc.org/joinus

Jeff Woodward, Parishioner   513-247-9241
Celebrating 30 years in business

www.wciconstruction.com

Woodward Construction, Inc.

Kitchen & Bath
Remodeling

Kinsella
561-5285

7880 Camargo Rd.
kinsellakitchens.com

Dr. Frederick A. Heiselman
General • Implant
Dentistry

Parishioner
513-561-8600
7140 Miami Ave.,Ste. 201

fheiselmandds.com

GILSON’S
ENGRAVING

ELEGANT GIFTS

Engraved gifts for all occasionsEngraved gifts for all occasions

7116 Miami Ave.

891-0730
www.gilsonsonline.com
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Chuck Borchers
REALTOR, Parishioner

513-335-4039
charles.borchers@gmail.com
chuckborchershomes.com

Accepting New Patients

Dr. Eleanor Endres Parishioner
513-791-8880 

www.endresdentistry.com
“Oral Health is the Gateway 

to Healthy Living”

LANDSCAPE SPECIALISTS, INC.
Hardscape Landscape
• Walkways & Patios • Installations
• Driveways • Renovations
• Retaining Walls • Maintenance
• Drainage Systems • Snow Clearing

Quality Service for Over 35 years

396-6400
Ed Witte, Parishioner

WITTEWITTE

Kitchens • Bathrooms
Room Additions

Screen & Covered Porches
Lower Levels & Basements

513.492.8429
7264 Columbia Rd., Ste. 600, Maineville

www.PenderyConstruction.com

HYDE PARK
PAINTING

and
CARPENTRY
321-4100

Remodeling 
Roofing/Gutters • Concrete 

Plumbing/Electric
Drywall • Int./Ext. Painting

Your Complete Home 
Repair Company

Keith D. Jackson DDS
Laura K. Jackson DDS

7113 Miami Avenue 
Madeira, OH 45243
Tel: (513) 561-5318

TOTAL LIFE SAFETY, LLC
Commercial Fire Protection Services

Fire Extinguisher/ Exit Lights/Fire Alarm
Sprinkler/Backflow/Special Hazard

866-955-2318

Walter St. Clair RoofingWalter St. Clair Roofing
Serving Cincinnati Since 1923

Roofing & Sheet Metal Work
Slate & Tile Repair

Box Gutters & Seamless Gutters
Jerry St. Clair, pariShioner           641-3265

GEO. H. ROHDE & SON
Funeral HomeFuneral Home

Since 1910
3183 Linwood Ave., Mt. Lookout Sq.3183 Linwood Ave., Mt. Lookout Sq.

Serving Eastern Hills, Mt. Lookout & Hyde ParkServing Eastern Hills, Mt. Lookout & Hyde Park

513-321-0404513-321-0404
www.rohdefuneral.comwww.rohdefuneral.com

Directors: Steve Rohde, Denise Mercier Directors: Steve Rohde, Denise Mercier 
& Darrell Schneider& Darrell Schneider

94c/81m/40y/32k

1c/75m/99y/0k

Family Owned
& Operated

Established 1877

8225 Montgomery Rd
Cincinnati, Ohio 45236

513-891-8373
Peter J. Gilligan, Sr.

INDEPENDENT LIVING
ASSISTED LIVING • MEMORY CARE

7650 CAMARGO ROAD • MADEIRA, OH 45243
513-422-5499 • WWW.TRADITIONSATCAMARGO.COM

TWENTY-EIGHTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  |  OCTOBER 15, 2023 

Monika
DeRoussel

Let’s make it happen!

Your gateway to Luxury

(531) 289-1039

monika@deroussel.com

deroussel.com

Blue Ash/Hyde Park/Mason/West Chester 

(513) 275-7000 

Kristina Markiewicz
Suite 130, 12500 Reed Hartman Highway 
Cincinnati, OH 45241 
B 513-387-0489 I C SOS-463-8966
kristina.markiewicz@mwarep.org

(513)
407-8998


