WHICH OF THE TWO DID HIS FATHER’S WILL? *

Matthew 21:31
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MASSES AND CONFESSION

Monday, October 2, The Holy Guardian Angels (M)
7am. t Joseph & Marjorie Schirmer by The Schirmer Family
8am. 7 Deceased Members of the Kehoe Family by The Family
11:30 am.  { Deceased Members of the Dominican Order

Tuesday, October 3, Weekday
7 am.  Marilyn Geiger by The Golias Family
8am. 7 Joseph Witouski by The Albers Family
11:30 am.  { Dave Donovan by Steve & Mimi Leverone

Wednesday, October 4, St. Francis of Assisi (F)
7am. +t James Rybak by Mary Rybak
8 am. Octavio Flores Resendiz by Maria Resendiz
11:30 am.  Frank Cianciolo, Jr. by Dee Cianciolo

Thursday, October 5, Blessed Raymond of Capua, O.P. (M)
7am. Jim Tappel by Mary Tappel
8 am. 7 Marianne Klekamp by Donald Klekamp
11:30 am. 7§ Regina Kosmalski by Pete & Donna Marcello

Friday, October 6, Weckday
7 am. Nate Washatka by Jenna Washatka
8 am. 7 Frances Wainscott by The Wainscott Family
11:30 am. | Tom Martino by Joe Martino

Saturday, October 7, Our Lady of the Rosary (F)
8am. 7§ Walter Wagner Jr. by Catherine Fishlock
11:30 am. 7§ John Spilker by Lisa & James Bertke
4:30 pm.  t Tim Petric by Mary Petric

Sunday, October 8, 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time
8 am. 7 Bob Perazzo by Knights of Columbus
10 a.m.  People of St. Gertrude
12 pm. Ronald Nieto by Nieto Family
6 pm. t Mary B. Westerkamp by Mary McGoron

Confessions will be heard in the church Monday-Friday at 4 p.m.,
Wednesday at 7:30 p.m., and Saturday at 3:30 p.m.

Parish Information
6543 Miami Ave., Cincinnati, OH 45243
(513) 561-5954 | stgertrude.org
parishoffice@stgertrude.org

Parish Office Hours
Monday-Friday: 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.
School Office Hours
Monday-Friday: 7:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.
Church Hours
Every day: 7 a.m.-9 p.m.

ROSARY PROCESSION &
CONSECRATIONTO
OUR LADY

Thursday, October 5, 2023

All St. Gertrude Church
parishioners are invited to join St.
Gertrude School for a very special
Marian celebration!

6:30 P.M.

Rosary Procession

St. Gertrude Campus

We will assemble in the parking lot by the school playground,
process on the grounds, and conclude with Benediction and
consecration to Our Lady in the church.

If you would like, please bring your rosary to pray with and
flowers to place at Our Lady's altar in the church.

SAVE THE DATE

All Saints' Vigil

Tuesday, October 31, 2023 | 7 p.m.
St. Gertrude Church

Join St. Gertrude Parish for a special >
candlelight vigil to celebrate the '
lives of saints—specifically those

saints who witnessed to the dignity

of life. This special event will include

readings from the saints, meditation

hymns, Night Prayer, and the Litany

of the Saints with a procession of

relics. A reception will follow.

SENIOR’S
, FUN BUNCH

4 A group of men and women age 55+
that comes together for fellowship,
activities, prayer, and education

"J

Tracing its origin back to 1988, the Fun Bunch is back! Join
us on the third Tuesday of the month, beginning October 17.
Learn more at stgertrude.org/funbunch.

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 17
12:15-2:30 p.m.
Optional 11:30 a.m. Mass
St. Gertrude Parish Center

We will gather for lunch, a special blessing from
Father John Paul, and a presentation from the Cincinnati
Zoo Birds of a Feather program.

St. Gertrude Roman Catholic Church




FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

SEPARATION OF

W CHURCH & STATE
"é‘, f .k,., (AND HOW IT IMPACTS ISSUE 1)
% _ Note: the following is an abbreviated version of the homily

I gave last Sunday. Since so many who heard it, or heard
about it, have asked me for a written copy, I have decided
to dedicate my pastor letter space in this week’s bulletin
to do that.

A few weeks ago, a rather angry woman accosted me after Mass on
a Sunday because I had spoken about Issue 1 during part of my homily.
“Separation of Church and State!!” she yelled as she waved her finger at me.

So I'd like to start my reflection there: separation of church and state.
This is one of those phrases we hear all the time, yet the phrase never
appears in our United States Constitution. Nor does it appear in the Bill
of Rights. The First Amendment does indeed address the relationship
between church and state, but using very, very different words:

“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment
of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof.”

The first part of that sentence forbids our country from having one
official “state religion,” so that a variety of religions might flourish. But it’s
the second part that is really significant. Congress shall not prohibit the
free exercise of religion. In other words, the amendment is not there to
somehow “protect” the government from the influence of religious people
and/or religious principles. (Indeed, our Founding Fathers would have
considered such an idea utterly absurd.) It is meant to do the complete
opposite: to protect religion and religious expression from being hemmed
in or restricted in any way by the government!

Now, it is true the Church does not endorse specific candidates for
office. That is not allowed, and if the church did so, it would risk losing its
tax exempt status. However, when it comes to specific issues, the Church
can endorse (or fight against) a specific bill/issue/etc. This is perfectly legal
and does not in any way threaten our tax-exempt status.

The constitutional amendment being proposed as Issue 1 is aiming
to enshrine abortion—up until the moment of birth, for any reason—as
a constitutional right. The direct and willed killing of an innocent human
life is an objective moral evil. As believers, individually and collectively as
the Church, we not only can take a side on that issue, but also must—
thus the signs in our church lawn, information in our bulletins, and all the
other ways we are advocating against the passage of this horrifically radical
proposed amendment.

In our second reading today from Phil 1:20ff, St. Paul speaks about
how he is torn between remaining here on earth (and the “fruitful labor”
that comes from being here) and being with God in heaven. He says this
because he knows full well that the earth is not our true home—heaven is.
While we are here on the earth, we are but travelers, pilgrims, sojourners.
And yet, we also know that we have a calling to not only get ourselves to
heaven, but also help as many other people as possible get there as well.

This is a big part of our true motivation as Catholics for political
involvement. We should not vote for laws that personally benefit us in a

selfish way, but vote for laws that will help to shape our country,
government, and culture in such a way that these things help
people get to heaven, rather than being obstacles making it more
difficult for them to get to heaven. If Issue 1 passes in November,
we are going to wake up the next day in a state that will be
significantly more antagonistic to promoting a way of life that
helps lead people to heaven. We must do all we can to prevent
that . . . for our sake, for the sake of all our brothers and sisters
in the human family who live here with us, and for the sake of
future generations.

To fight against Issue 1 is an act of love. So between now
and November, all of us are called, in some way, to “fruitful
labor” in the Lord’s vineyard on behalf of life, parental rights,
and family.

God bless,
[ }»a Pl Iathe, OF.

Father John Paul Walker, O.P.

CENTENNIAL GALA

Jie fi“‘t”"’gf”ﬁﬁ

Join us at the Gala to bid on an exclusive 1.5- to 2-
hour behind-the-scenes tour and private
beer tasting for 10 people at Rhinegeist Brewery!

The package includes:
e a welcome beer and light snacks
e time by the brew house, cellars,
packaging line, and barrel aging
¢ learning the history of Rhinegeist
and the process of brewing and
packaging beer
e tasting eight hand-picked beers with
the director of accounting and finance,
a certified Cicerone.
¢ handouts with beer descriptions and tasting notes

November 3, 2023 | 6:30-10:30 p-m. | Manor House

The Centennial Gala is presented by PRECISIGN

SITE DEVELOPMENT, LLG

4 )
COVER IMAGE: Parable of two sons, Andrei Mironov,

Public domain, via Wikimedia Commons

J
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SCHOOL NEWS

MASS OF ENROLLMENT

Last Thursday was the second grade Mass of Enrollment. This rite is part of

the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd sacramental preparation. After the homily,
each second grade student received a very special gift from St. Gertrude Parish: a
personal copy of the Bible! The students enjoyed exploring their beautiful Bibles
and are excited to delve more deeply into the Word of God as they prepare for
First Reconciliation and First Holy Communion. Each child was surprised to find

within their Bibles a handwritten holy card on which their parents had written a

favorite verse from the sacred Scriptures.

THANK YOU, ST. GERTRUDE PARISH!

WAITING FOR THEIR CHICKS TO HATCH

The second graders’ chicks began to peck out of their eggs! To celebrate, the

students did an assortment of chick activities, including making a chick hat to
wear, reading Henny Penny, doing a sequencing activity, eating “chick feed” and
Chicken in a Biscuit crackers at snack, observing and comparing the outdoor

coops, and reading other chick stories.

Fun Fact: Originally, candy corn was called chick feed when it was first created.

GO, BULLDOGS!

The 8th grade girls had an amazing fan section

at their volleyball game vs. Nativity on Saturday,
September 16. Our principal, Sister Mary Agnes,

and the girls’ teacher, Sister Maria Francesca,
were cheering on the team from the front row. &

Go, Bulldogs!

WE’RE HIRING

St. Gertrude School is looking for supervisors for its After Care Program. The

supervisors assist the coordinator during the regular hours of After Care, which
runs on school days from 3 to 6 p.m. Candidate must have a valid Ohio License or
Pupil Activity Permit. Other requirements include the Archdiocese of Cincinnati
Safe Environment process prior to starting the position. This is an hourly position.

Please visit stgertrudesch.org/employment to apply!

NG CELEBRATING

[IME. AT THE.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 14
6-9 P.M.

Qr.  GerTRIDE  Gvu

E?ST.

GERTRUDE
Discover the
Dominican
Tradition

GATHER IN FAITH
St. Gertrude School is a K-8
Catholic school that fosters
excellence in each student
through exceptional Catholic
academic development and
faith formation. Led by the
Dominican Sisters of
St. Cecilia for over 85 years,
our school is a place where
learning and communion
flourish and children build a
lasting relationship with God,
form treasured friendships
with each other, and graduate
ready to meet the challenges
of high school and beyond.

Scan to
schedule
a tour!

(513) 561-8020 | stgertrudesch.org GROW IN
ﬁ @stgertrudeschool EXCELLENCE

St. Gertrude Roman Catholic Church




EVANGELIZATION & FAITH FORMATION

GET INVOLVED TO
NURTURE AND GROW

YOUR FAITH
TYLER CASTURCCI, COORDINATOR
OF ADULT EVANGELIZATION

I’ve never been an extra credit person. In

high school, especially, just trying to keep
up with the “minimum” requirements

was enough to occupy me. Between going

vl.“

sports, and a little time leftover to just be a teenager (listen to music

to school, homework, extracurriculars,

and hang out with friends), the thought of voluntarily doing even more
homework was anathema. T admired my classmates who seemed to
breeze through the basic classwork with ample time leftover to pad
their already high grades in the class with some extra credit, but I had
better things to do . . . like watching TV or chatting on AOL instant
messenger (hello, 2003!).

In my busy high school days, religion and God were often categorized
in the “extra credit” category. Sure, if I had some extra time on
my hands and nothing better to do, maybe I'd check out what the
youth group was up to or say a quick Hail Mary before a test I didn’t
adequately prepare for. More often than not, I found that I felt I
simply didn’t have the time or inclination to do some “extra credit”
for God. By the time I was in college, I didn’t have any time for him
at all.

Years later when I came back to the Church, my perspective had
changed. If Jesus is who he said he is, then he couldn’t be a tacked
on side hobby in my life—he had to be at the center of everything.
Through my reversion, I devoured every book about Catholicism that
I could get my hands on. I learned everything I could and actually
started having a real personal prayer life. Finally, T worked up the
courage to go to confession for the first time in nearly a decade and
was welcomed back into the Church with open arms. By the grace
of God, I had developed a personal relationship with Jesus and was
living out my faith by going to Mass and receiving the sacraments. But
I wanted more! Needless to say, this was a shock to my “just complete
the basic requirements” system. Just like my attitude toward school,
I had always viewed Catholicism through the lens of “pay, pray, and
obey.” Having a real friendship with Jesus broadened my horizons to
see that there was more to being Catholic.

Before I knew it, I was a money counter, a lector at Mass, helping
clean the candelabras in the sacristy, and much more. Those things
I once considered “extra credit,” like participating in ministries and
being involved in the parish community, ended up being essential to
my life as a Catholic. I couldn’t have a real relationship with the Lord
and not do those things. Not only did I find I had time to do these
things, but I genuinely enjoyed them because it flowed from my love
of God. Even more than that, being involved in ministries actually

helped nurture and grow my faith.

Here at St. Gertrude Parish, we are blessed with a wide variety of
dozens of ministries (with new ones popping up regularly!). Whether
you are seeking to serve the community, in need of support, desiring
to be better formed in your faith, or looking for a prayer group,
there is a place for you here. Not sure where to start? Stop by
our Ministry Fair happening after all Masses next weekend,
October 7-8, to explore our ministries and meet your fellow
parishioners. We hope to see you there!

,(ﬁ Save the Date s

ST. GERTRUDE
PARISH ”
MINISTRY FAIR

Stop by our Ministry Fair to
discover where you can share your
God-given gifts with the parish. \

OCTOBER 7 & 8
AFTER ALL MASSES
ST. GERTRUDE PARISHIGYM

Learn about each ministry, program,
group, and organization at
stgertrude.org.

N 101 TIP

Meet one of your neighbors that you
haven’t met yet.
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PARISH NEWS

2023 WEDDING ANNIVERSARY MASS

Married couples from St. Gertrude Parish who this year are celebrating

significant anniversaries (25, 30, 35—every five years up to 75 years) are
invited to attend our 12 p.m. Mass on Sunday, October 15, 2023. The
celebrant will bestow an anniversary blessing to honor these couples.
Reserved seating will be available for the couples and their families. If you
are celebrating a significant anniversary this year and planning to attend this
special Mass, please contact the parish office at parishofﬁce@stgertrude.org
or (513) 561-5954 no later than Monday, October 2, to reserve your spot

and ensure you receive your certificate from the archdiocese.

BULLDOGS BASKETBALL &
WRESTLING REGISTRATION

It’s that time of year again—time to sign up your children for St. Gertrude

Parish’s boys basketball, girls basketball, and wrestling programs! Please

visit stgertrude.org/athletics for more information about each sport and to

register. Girls basketball registration ends October 7!

PURCHASE YOUR CENTENNIAL BOOK ONLINE
Did you get your copy of our beautiful centennial book, St. Gertrude
Church: The First 100 Years? Purchase your book for just $35 online at
bit.ly/stg100book, at The Catholic Shop (7015 Miami Avenue) in downtown
Madeira, or in the parish office.

GIFT OF LIFE LAYETTE

During October (Respect Life Month), a Pack ‘n Play will be outside the
Relic Chapel in the church to collect donated new baby items for Old St.
Mary’s Pregnancy Center, which serves mothers and babies in Over-the-

Rhine. This year, diapers in sizes 5 & 6 and pull-ups are needed—please no
newborn diapers or sizes 1, 2, or 3. Cotton hooded bath towels/washcloths,
baby shampoo, lotion, baby wipes, formula, and baby bottles are also
appreciated. With winter approaching there is a need for winter coats in
sizes 2T, 3T, and 4T, hats and mittens, onesies, sleepers, and socks. New

items only, and no books or toys. Thank you for your generosity!

BAPTISM

Sunday, September 16, 2023

Child: Benjamin James Boomgarden
Parents: Elizabeth & Erich Boomgarden

2023 MEN’S
ADVENT
RETREAT

Join men of all ages for the annual Catholic
Men's Advent Retreat, “Men of the Word.”
Father James Sullivan, O.P., this year’s
retreat leader, will help you find deeper
meaning in Scripture and guide you toward
praying with the Bible in a more profound
way. As you read, study, and open your
heart to the word of God, you will
transformed into a strong man of the Word.

5361 S. Milford Road, Milford OH 45140
[E]4E i
£ ®o:' i
L R

If you have any questions, please contact Stan Lloyd
at stan.lloyd@gmail.com or (513) 289-5268.

CatholicMensRetreat.org. e

LET US PRAY

PLEASE PRAY FOR.....

THE SICK:
Simon Berry, Vicki Calonge, Maureen S. Currens, Triset

Defonseka, Pamela K. Dwyer, Lisa Ely, Lynn Fedele, Octavio
Flores-Resendiz, Dick Gelhaus, Bob Gerwin, Goad Family, Baby
Leo Henry Grolmes, Elsa Hall, Jane Hazelton, Hummel Family,
Andrea Kattel, Aiko Kimura, Diane Kosobud, Ed and Karen
Larkin, Kevin Lewis, Gertrude Maxwell, Kim McClung, Elaine
O’Connell, Sue Paas, Gerry Patterson, Gert Patterson, Pegge
Schuermann, Richard Seifert, Teddie Slaper, Judy Sullivan, Jim
Tappel, Debbie Van Hise, Brigitte Vielhauer, Kerry Walden,
Ann Walker and Viktor & Mary Wilhelmy

THOSE IN THE ARMED FORCES:

Patrick Burke, Gabe Dorsey, Jacob Dorsey, Curtis Flores, Luis
Flores, Jr., Cole Foster, Kyle Foster, Dominic Geraci, Daniel
Holian, Mike Huber, Aaron Jacobson, Jacob Kramb, John
Kramb, Kelly Leugers, Dominic Lloyd, Seth McGann, John
Murdock, Jr., John Oscar, Sarah Ries, Dan Roseman, Andrew
Shannon, Ian Tester, and Gus Voto

THE RECENTLY DECEASED:
1 All Our Beloved Dead

St. Gertrude Roman Catholic Church




MOTHER OF CHRIST
FOOD PANTRY COLLECTION

Next weekend, October 7-8, before and after all Masses (except 6
p-m.), the Ladies of Charity will be at the white van in the parking
lot collecting donations for Mother of Christ Food Pantry, which

provides food and personal care items to needy families in the
St. Bernard Parish area who are struggling to make ends meet.
In addition to all nonperishable food items, the pantry has
special needs for toilet paper, paper towels, cleansers (Pine-Sol),
toothpaste, toothbrushes, deodorant, personal hygiene items,
and practical household items. Cash and check donations are also
welcome. Please call Jean Wilkinson at (513) 498-5085 with any
questions. Thank you for your help!

— Tl
voteNO

. [
Join us in prayer
for the protection of human life and
dignity and the defeat of Issue 1.

Catholics across Ohio are praying a 54-Rosary
Novena for the defeat of Issue 1. This week the
Sorrowful Mysteries of the rosary will be prayed
Sunday and Monday followed by 9 days of
praying the Glorious Mysteries.

Sign up for a dai

reminder with novena prayers
here, or at pray54ohio.org.

1318 Nagel Rd, Cincinnati, OH 45255
513.474.4997 | ComboniMissionaries.org/TOM

COMMUNITY NEWS

40 HOURS DEVOTION
The Community of the Good Shepherd Parish (8815 E Kemper Road)

invites you to celebrate 40 Hours Devotion in the parish chapel beginning

Wednesday, October 11, and ending Sunday, October 15. Registration
is not required, but we ask that you kindly sign up on our parish website

at good-shepherd.org. Just click on the National Eucharistic Revival icon

and you’ll find the schedule of times. Your name will not be visible. Door

number 5 is the closest door to the parish chapel.

ST. GERARD MORNING OF REFLECTION

The third annual St. Gerard Morning of Reflection is a morning of prayer,

reflection, and community for married couples experiencing a season
of infertility. The event will include Holy Mass with the opportunity
to venerate a first class relic of St. Gerard, the patron saint of mothers,
followed by presentations, and fellowship.This is a free event. Please
RSVP no later than October 14, 2023. Walk-ins are welcomed. A light
breakfast will be provided following Mass.

Annual Cincinnati Rosary Crusade

Saturday, October 14, 2023
10-11:30 p.m.

Bechtold Park

4312 Sycamorc Road

For more information, please contact Patrick
and Mary Ashcraft at (513) 793-5872
or patashcraft@earthlink.net

AmericanTFP.org

CATHOLIC MEN’S EUCHARISTIC PROCESSION

The ninth annual Catholic Men’s Eucharistic Procession will be held

on Saturday, October 21. The event will begin with 8 a.m. Mass with
Archbishop Dennis Schnurr at the Cathedral Basilica of St. Peter in
Chains. Men will then process with the Eucharist through downtown
Cincinnati, concluding at 11 a.m. with final Benediction at Old St. Mary’s
Church. Join the seminarians from Mount St. Mary’s Seminary and other
Catholic men of all generations, and invite your father, sons and friends—
we expect the largest turnout yet this year! Please contact David Willig
at (513) 305-6719 or davidlwillig@gmail.com if you have any questions.

CALLING ALL CANA AND FAMILIA
GRADUATES AND PARTICIPANTS!

Cana Family Institute, formerly known as Familia, is hosting its first

Annual Cana Banquet on Friday, November 17, at the Manor House
in Mason. The evening will be a time to reconnect with old friends and
meet new ones while celebrating strong Catholic marriages and families.
Please join us to support Cana Family’s vision and meet the local and
national staff. For more information and to register, visit the event page at
canafamilyinstitute.com/cincinnatibanquet.
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HOLY TEACHING

ASK AN EXPERT—THREE
THINGS TO TELL YOUR
! ! PRO-CHOICE FRIENDS &

é@ K TWO OBJECTIONS
b BOB WURZELBACHER,

> 4 PARISHIONER AND DIRECTOR OF
= THE ARCHDIOCESE OF CINCINNATI
N RESPECT LIFE MINISTRIES

Q: How do I talk to my pro-choice friends about the

dangers of the proposed amendment on the November
ballot?
A: When Ohioans hear the November ballot includes an initiative
to protect “reproductive rights,” the majority of them will be in
support of it. However, once they understand what the amendment
really says and that it will instill a right to abortion with virtually no
restrictions up until birth, the vast majority will not support it. We
don’t have to convince others to support life from conception in
order to defeat this initiative; we only have to explain the truth of
the language.

While there are many dangers of this amendment, T want to boil

it down to three simple points you can share with your pro-choice

family and friends—or anyone.

1. The amendment will take away parental notification laws. The
amendment specifically uses the words “any individual” with
no reference to age. This language is deliberate, to ensure that
any laws requiring parental notification can be soon struck
down as unconstitutional for restricting the rights of anyone,
of any age, to access abortion.

2. This amendment will take away typical safety laws. By
specifically indicating that no law can place a “burden” on
access to abortion (and not even the more traditional “undue
burden”), typical safety standards will soon be eliminated.
Examples of things legally considered a “burden” to abortion
access include requirements such as an in-person visit and
ultrasound to determine location of pregnancy before receiving
a chemical abortion, ambulatory privileges for abortionists
to care for a woman in an emergency, or requiring an actual
licensed physician to perform the abortion. Using “burden” in
Ohio’s constitution threatens any safety laws for women.

3. Although the amendment specifically says abortion may be
prohibited after viability, it adds that it may not be prohibited
if “necessary to protect the pregnant patient’s life or health.”
Health has already been defined in law related to abortion to
include “emotional, psychological, familial, and the woman’s
age.” We aren’t talking only about danger to the woman’s
physical health; we are talking about virtually any reason, up
until birth.

Now, say your pro-choice family and friends engage you in a

discussion about the amendment. These are two of the most

common objections you will hear—and how you can respond.

I have heard of doctors who have complained they were afraid to do
treatment on women with ectopic pregnancy or miscarriage because
they thought it could be against the law.

This is nothing more than fear-mongering. Care for ectopic pregnancy
has always been legal and protected regardless of restrictions put on
abortion. All abortion-restricting laws are fully aware of defining
abortion to not include care for miscarriage or ectopic pregnancy. The
Ohio Revised Code (2919.11) defines abortion as “the purposeful
termination of a human pregnancy . . . with an intention other than
to produce a live birth or to remove a dead fetus or embryo.” Clearly,
miscarriage care does not fall under that definition. Even the Heartbeat
Bill in Ohio, which was in place for a short time and is currently not in
effect, specifically defines the exception of ectopic pregnancy in ORC
2919.191 saying that the law’s restrictions “apply only to intrauterine
pregnancies, i.e., only when implantation is in the uterus, not in the
fallopian tubes, as occurs in an ectopic or tubal pregnancy.” No doctor
would be confused about that language.

What if the mother’s life is at stake?

First of all, what everyone needs to know is that when the mother’s life
is at stake during a pregnancy, the safest thing to do for both mother
and child is always to deliver the baby alive to take care of the mother
and do what it necessary to save the life of the child, or provide comfort
care if the baby is too premature. It is never safer for the mother to have
someone dismember the child first, and then forcibly remove it, which
is what an abortion at that stage would do. Nonetheless, as far as the law
is concerned, all abortion-restricting laws in Ohio have an exception for
both “to prevent the death of the pregnant woman or to avoid a serious
risk of the substantial and irreversible impairment of a major bodily
function” (ORC 2919.16).

If we let people know what the language actually says, they will be on our
side, and we can defeat this initiative!

PRAYER FROM ST. GERTRUDE THE GREAT

Prayer to the Our Lady of the Rosary

Hail, Mary, in union with that reverence with which
God the Father greeted you with that Ave, and by his
omnipotence delivered thee from every woe and vice

of sin. Hail, Mary, in union with that love with which

the Son of God enlightened you with his wisdom,
and made you a softly shining star, brightening heaven and earth.
Hail, Mary, in union with that sweet anointing of the Holy Spirit,
with which he came upon you and made you so full of grace, that
everyone who secks grace through you shall find it. Every creature
with rapturous admiration acknowledges and confesses that you are
blessed, and incomparably exalted above all beings in heaven or on
earth, and blessed is the Fruit of your womb, Jesus, who quickens,

sanctifies, and blesses all things forever. Amen.
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THE WEEK AHEAD

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday, Sunday,
October 2 October 3 October 4 October 5 October 6 October 7 October 1
Walking with Catechism in a Year Schola Cantorum Cana Family — Walking with The Gift of Our Ministry Fair
Purpose Bible Study Discussion Group 3:30 p.m. Year 3 Purpose Bible Study Fertility Workshop  After all Masses
8:30 a.m. 9 a.m. PC Choir Room 9:30 a.m. 8:30 a.m. 8:30 a.m. Gym
St. Dominic Lobby St. Joseph Room St. Dominic Lobby St. Dominic Lobby Parish Center
CGS Level 1 & 2 Moms & Littles CGS Level 2 & 3 CGS Level 1 St. Anne & Child Parish Coffee &
3:30 p.m. Holy Hour 3:45 p.m. 11 a.m. Mary Guild Donuts
Atrium [ & 11 9:30 a.m. Atrium [ & I1 Atrium [ & 11 9am. After 8 & 10 a.m Masses
Church School Cafeteria Gym
Schola Cantorum CGS Level 1 & 2 Cub Scouts — Den CGS Parent Group L of C Mother of L of C Mother of
3:30 p.m. 6 p.m. Meeting Meeting Christ Food Pantry  Christ Food Pantry
PC Choir Room Atrium I & IT 6:30 p.m. 11 a.m. Collection Collection
School Cafeteria St. Joseph Room After 4:30 p.m. Mass After 8, 10 & 12 Masses
Sharing Van Sharing Van
Become Catholic Boy Scouts Holy Hour with Rosary Procession Ministry Fair CGS Classes
(RCIA) 7 p.m. Confessions 6:30 p.m. After 4:30 p.m. Mass 8:30 am., 10 am. &
7 p.m. School Cafeteria 7:30 p.m. School Playground Gym 11:30 a.m.
St. Dominic Lobby Church Atrium [ & IT

Healing Rosary

K of C Business

Little Flower

7 p.m. Meeting Library Open
Rosary Garden 7 p.m. 8:45-11:15 a.m.
K of C Hall
Seasons of Hope Parish Choir Confirmation
7 p.m. 7 p.m. Candidate Session

St. Joseph Room

PC Choir Room

INTERESTED IN JOINING
ST. GERTRUDE CHURCH?

10 a.m.

School Cafeteria
Baptisms

1:15 p.m.

Church

L’alto: HS Youth
Night

7 p.m.

Parish Center

BULLETIN DEADLINE

We would love to welcome you into our parish familyl Visit

stgertrude.org/register to fill out a new parishioner registration

form. You can also find paper copies of the registration form in

MATERIALS DUE
10/4/23

BULLETIN

the church and the parish office. We look forward to meeting you! 10/15/23

Please submit your Mass announcements and bulletin articles to
OFFERING

St. Gertrude Parish Weekly Collection
and Budget Report

bulletin@stgertrude.org.

STAY INFORMED ON PRO-LIFE ISSUES

Collection for September 24 Want to get more involved in pro-life ministry or simply want to be

Coolllecition $ 39,740 more in the know? Email stgertrudeprolife@gmail.Com to be added to
Weekly Budget $ 37.000 the St. Gertrude Respect Life Ministry email list.
Weekly Deficit $ 2,740

Ministries ’& Have you experienced a miscarriage? You are
not alone. Heaven’s Gain Ministries is here

Fiscal Year-To-Date (for year ending June 30, 2024)

Fiscal YTD Actual 447.054
F;ZEZI YID Bfl(;lgaet i 43 1: 000 to pr(?vidﬁ for the physiclal, erréotl’;o;llal, an('l sgir'itual n;:elzcsls (;f;) srrgg;e;
Fiscal YTD Deficit s 33,946) experiencing pregnancy loss. Call Heaven's Gain at (513) -

for support, or visit HeavensGain.org for more information.

Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time | October 1, 2023 8




PARISH DIRECTORY

Parish Staff

Vocations Directors

Father John Paul Walker, O.P., pastor
Father Joachim Kenney, O.P,, parochial vicar
Father Luke VanBerkum, O.P., parochial vicar

Dominican Friars in Residence

Father John Langlois, O.P., prior

Father Joseph Alobaidi, O.P.

Father John Corbett, O.P.

Father Darren Pierre, O.P.,, novice master

St. Gertrude School - (513) 561-8020

Archdiocese of Cincinnati -
Father Dan Schmitmeyer
Dominican Friars -
Father Mario Calabrese, O.P.
Nashville Dominican Sisters -
Sister Mara Grace, O.P.

Spiritual Works of Mercy

(513) 421-3131
DominicanFriars.org

(615) 256-5486

ext 1101
ext 1101
(513) 823-0382

Principal - Sister Mary Agnes Greiffendorf, O.P.
Vice Principal - Mr. Travis Johnson
PTO President - Ashlee Wooten
School Advisory Council

Office of Administration - (513) 561-5954

Circle of Prayer - Barbara Rose  prayercirclesg@gmail.com

Communion to Sick - Judy Hartmann (513) 984-8003

Eucharistic Adoration adoration@stgertrude.org

Natural Family Planning - Jenna Bernardo  (513) 658-0444
nfp@stgertrude.org

Pastoral Council - Ryan Schilling

Prayer Ministry for the Dying - Pat Collins

Respect Life - Lisa Campbell

Rosary Making - Larry Ball

Unbound Ministry - Nealy Mechley

Liturgical Ministries

rryanschilling@gmail.com
(513) 265-1897
(865) 455-4795
(513) 831-8572
(513) 505-1740

Receptionists - Susan Kane & Teri Forlini ext 2101
Business Manager - Don Regan ext 2102
Business Office Admin Assistant - Emma Golias ext 2103
Bereavement ext 2101

Bulletin Editor

Director of Music -
Christopher Holman

Safe Environment Coordinator - Emma Golias

bulletin@stgertrude.org

cholman@stgertrude.org
ext 2103

Office of Evangelization & Faith Formation -
(513) 561-5954

Parish Choir - Christopher Holman  cholman@stgertrude.org
Contemporary Music Ensemble - Paul Kindt (513) 697-9208
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion (513) 561-5954
Resurrection Choir - Marty Cunningham (513) 891-4226
The St. Anne and the Child Mary Guild -

Ann McCormick
St. Joseph the Worker Society
Ushers - Douglas Postler
Viri Selecti - Ben Hoffmann
Youth Choir - Christopher Holman

Spiritual Groups

(513) 382-3513

(513) 561-5954

(513) 791-6298
pxaw@hotmail.com
cholman@stgertrude.org

Director of Evangelization & Faith Formation -

Walter Plummer ext 2122
Coordinator of Catechesis of the Good Shepherd -

Mary Beth Thiemann ext 2110
Coordinator of High School Ministry -

Laura Potter ext 2124
Coordinator of Adult Evangelization -

Tyler Castrucci ext 2123
Director of Communications - Michelle Dushensky  ext 2121
Office Coordinator - Kristen Eggers ext 2109

Become Catholic (RCIA)

Corporal Works of Mercy

Helping Hands
(Funeral Reception Ministry)-
Nancy Lucas stgerthh@gmail.com
Knights of Columbus - Pete Marcello (703) 447-3978
grandknight@elderkofc.org
Ladies of Charity - Jean Wilkinson (513) 498-5085
Parish Health Ministry - Jeanne Palcic (513) 317-4123
Pregnancy Center East
(for all pregnancy needs)
Soup Kitchen - Andy Cordier
St. Vincent De Paul Society -
Jennifer Mansfield

(513) 940-2643

(513) 321-3100
soupkitchen@stgertrude.org

(513) 561-5954, ext 2112

(513) 561-5954
(513) 536-6275

Angelic Warfare Confraternity -
Benedictine Oblates - Mark Milliron
CANA Family For Mothers -

Anita Pappalardo
Catholic Men’s Fellowship - Stan Lloyd
Confraternity of the Most Holy Rosary -

Brian Zappia
Dominican Laity (Bishop Fenwick) -

Mrs. Joan Ratajczak, O.P. jsratajczak@gmail.com
Dominican Laity (Our Lady of Peace) -

Mr. Fred Thomas, O.P. stgertrude.org/ourladyofpeace
Healing Rosary - Cindy Hertzel (513) 368-8941
Seasons of Hope - Cindy Hertzel (513) 368-8941
Special Needs Moms Support Group -

Laura Nanista (513) 301-6317
True Devotion to Mary - Anne Collins (513) 984-4708
Walking with Purpose Bible Study (Women) -

Martha Thompson mbthom22@gmail.com

Parish Groups

(513) 248-8237
(513) 289-5268

(513) 791-7299

Athletic Boosters - Rob Gruber
Boy Scouts - Rob Schuette

Cub Scouts - Matt Frye

Garden Club

Lenten Fish Fry - Rob Mancini

Little Flower Library - Susan Santos
Parish Coffee - Mark Findley

(513) 256-2566
(513) 333-0040
(574) 529-0427
(513) 561-5954
(513) 520-6360
(513) 504-0205

(513) 417-9227

St. Gertrude Roman Catholic Church




%

" N —

Meet Eli and Bennett, our two
fur-children! We understand how
much pets mean to people, and we
wmas==mm  qre proud to offer pet death care to
3 the area with the same dignity that

Area’s Oldest Death Care Leader
StrawserFuneralHome.com
513-791-7203

. STRAWSER & STALEY 5&#
.é

FUNERAL HOMES & CREMATION SERVICE

we show for all we serve!

f I

Parishioner & Founding Member

of The Catholic Financial Planners Network

Securities offered through LPL Financial, a Registered
Investment Advisor, member FINRA/SIPC

robert@castellumfinancialadvice.com
castellumfinancialadvice.com

Castellum Financial
Advice ng ht
Robert L. Franer Ill, AAMS®
513-434-3583 (C) I Home®

In Home Care & Assistance

e Cincinnati's first Joint Commissioned Private
Duty Company

e 3 full-time nurses on staff for caregiver
supervision and emergency consultation

e Specialized and Trained for Parkinson’s and

Call today to

)

Bailey Famﬂy Catering
.

((// i,/’ (‘//;//(’ ”/ //’\ ‘(7;/////%/’ \

Planning your next party just became a breeze! Call us to
help you customize a menu that will bring your vision to
life while respecting your budget and honoring your dietary
needs. We specialize in weddings, corporate functions and
social events and are preferred catering partners with many
local venues. Best of all, we are right in your neighborhood!

check one more task off your list!

513-873-3900 « www.baileyfamilycatering.com

Dementia Care
e 24/7 and Live-In specialists, but also offer 4
hour minimum care

KLEKAMP PAVING
Asphalt Paving
) ( Patching
Asphalt
klek 5 Sealcoating
513-561-4600
www.klekamp.com

mosq_mto shield 7
OF;

Enjoy
outdoor living
all summer long!

ERIC D. BENDER

Attorney at Law
Moeller (1984)
University of Notre Dame (1988)
U.C. Law (1991)

Family Law « Wills & Probate
Lawsuits * Guardianship
Adoption

(513) 891-5630

9764 Kenwood Road in Blue Ash
Visa/Mastercard Accepted

19 years in Business ¢ Call 513-321-4444

Open House -

ROYALMONT ACADEMY

200 Northcrest Drive, Mason, OH
Catholic Preschool ¢ High School ¢ Full and 1/2 day Preschool

Nov. 15, 5-7:30 pm
513-754-0555 « www.Royalmont.org

Kenwood | 791.0260 ORTHODUDE.COM

James W. Logeman, D.D.S., M.S.
ORTHODONTICS

Mason | 398.0133

9900 Carver Rd., Blue Ash

Jim Volz
CPA & Trusted
Advisor
794-1551

Forall your real estate needs please contact
me, a faithful and hard-working St. Gertrude
parishioner and professional realtor.

HODAPP ’

CAROLYN TRAUTH
é Realtor

CUSTOM JEWELERS

(513) 621-1123 « litwins.com

" DESIGN + BULLD

www.DaleyDB.com

CASTRUCCI
COLLISION

Body Shop Direct Call

831-5460

www.HodappFuneralHome.com

"0206-262-008-1 11eD ‘PV UE 39€|d 0L — SI9SIMSAPY INQ dziuodied asead|d

513-777-8433

E SCHUMACHER DUGAN

General Contractors and Land Development Company

Now 2 Locations! <>
6403 Madison, Madisonville « 271-1570
1793 Ohio Pike, Amelia + 797-4888

@ IIEIE Aufieo Services
Your Automotive Expert Since 1976

HYBRID

Anderson Hills Plumbing

Residential - Commercial - FREE ESTIMATES
Over 69 Years Experience & Satisfaction
Ernie, Jack, Ralph & Barb Vilardo
6229 Beechmont Avenue 513-232-3821

e/”yi& Funeral Home & Crematory,

529 Main Street Milford, OH 45150

(513) 831-3134 (937) 444-2677

www.megiefuneralhome.com

Skyline Chili, Loveland Ohio 10640 Loveland
Madeira Rd. Bring this bulletin to receive a

Caring for families through lifes most difficult time with care and compassion
104 Spice Street Mt. Orab, OH 45154

We offer onsite crematory, traditional funeral services, and funeral pre-planning

FREE Cheese Coney
With the Purchase of a (3,4,5) Way

Feeling good, it’s Skyline Time!

—

HALPIN

PLUMBING, INC.
“WE’LL MAKE IT HALPIN”

Security, Inc.

7319 Columbia Road
Garden Center

Treatin

€2/1/6-LM-SEL6S6# SPY 8pIsu| 8pnipsn

SIDING AND ROOFING

513-631-2001
g Your Home

(513) 527-4400 - DialOneSecurity.com & Landscaping
Servicing Maderia 398-1008
and Indian Hill since 1979 www.sharonnursery.com

L|ke Our Own

7100 Sennet Place
West Chester, OH 45069

TitanSidinaAndRoofina.com

0% INTERES

for 24 months Financing Available

ourbulletinisprinted At
OITEdVETHSETSICOV LAl [EXPENSES
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AT CAMARGO

Y '3 TIM BEATRICE

Dr. Frederick A. Heiselman

General « Implant

beatrice S
HOME 51 3'2 54'5620 _@é’m‘zﬂry
PR |1/ ROVENENT (mbeatrices@yahoo.com Parishioner
i Knlght_s of C°|umbus Kitchen & Bath |513-561-8600 (¥
Bpeiem. Arehbishop Elder Councl Remodeling | 7140 MamiAve.Ste. 201\
8§ CARPENTRY Email grandknight@elderkofc.org _
EY AN Join today. kofc.org/joinus Kiﬁl]a fhEIselmanddS Com
Remodeling . ,
Roofing/Gutters « Concrete L‘Engmveﬂfgy‘i’sf or all occasions
Plumbing/Electric Woodward Construction, Inc. 561 _5285 7116 Miami Ave.
Drywall « Int./Ext. Painting / GILSON'’S _
Your Complete Home 3 20 3 k_7880 CamargoRd. | ———==—=— 891-0730
. insellakitchens.com ENGRAVING . .
Repair Company 5 onlco recantcirrs  WwWw.gilsonsonline.com
{% illi an m % Keith D, Jackson DDS | KANE ELSWICKuic
Laura K. Jack DDS i
9 LANDSCAPE SPECIALISTS, INC. [— al;f; Mi iﬁi Z(iznue Your Catholic Small
ﬁ/”(’rﬂ[ j‘{()/ﬂ(,’s Hardscape Landscape M EIRA Madeira, OH 45243 Business Law Firm
 Walkways & Patios ® Installations " DENTISTRY Tel: (513) 561-5318 KaneElswick.com
Family Owned | «oriveways * Renovations
o Retaining Walls e Maintenance Chuck BOl'ChCl'S
e Opemted o Drainage Systems ® Snow Clearing REALTOR, Parishioner H on P
ESTABLISHED 1877 || Quality Service for Over 35 years _ n e P
396-6400 i, Illome e d
Ed Witte, Parishioner chuckborchershomes com Experts Realty CONSTRUCTION , INC.
20 Walteggvtmg};gg,{aﬁgmgf}gg @Ya| ENDRES | Remodeling by profesionals
& Rooning & Shect Hetal Work /] GATEWAY Kitchens « Bathrooms
v ate & Tile Repair - R WY P g .
i Box Gutters & SeamIeF;s Gutters P DENTISTRY Room Additions
JERRY ST. CLAIR, PARISHIONER 641-3265 Accepting New Patients Screen & Covered Porches
— » o Dr. Eleanor Endres Parishioner Lower Levels & Basements
ONTGOMERY RD o s
CINCINNATI, OHIO 45236 s (513) 51(3'79(11'88_80 51 3.492.8429
- - D 407-8998 www.endresdentistry.com 7264 Columbia Rd., Ste. 600, Maineville
513-891-8373 R];E\!E)M“TEN I HogaD figigiewen www.PenderyConstruction.com
PETER J. GILLIGAN, SR. W, to Healthy Living”

ST Ao
Comey

Nick Baute Parishioner SI l

513-236-2234
Nick@tbrgcincy.com

.......

FEvans Funeral ﬂome

Traditional Funeral & Cremation Services
Funeral Pre-Planning Available
www.evansfuneralhome.com
741 Center St., Milford 1944 St. Rt. 28, Gostien
513-831-3172 513-722-3272
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THE STORE
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Pussion for the Drive’

700 bwstore.com Of-s10f
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Cristina Genung Parishioner

513-404-6011

Cristina@tbrgcincy.com

Math

OCTOBER 22 & 23

Blue Ash/Hyde Park/Mason/West Chester

~ (513)275-7000
TOTAL LIFE SAFETY, LLC

Commercial Fire Protection Services

(0]=) o VN 7 [e] U = Fire Extinguisher/ Exit Lights/Fire Alarm

Sprinkler/Backflow/Special Hazard

Protect your most important assets -
your loved ones. Let’s talk.

Please Patronize Our Advertisers — To Place an Ad, Call 1-800-292-9020.

Modern Woodmen
FRATERNAL FINANCIAL

7.

G

®

Kristina Markiewicz

Suite 130, 12500 Reed Hartman Highway
Cincinnati, OH 45241

B 513-387-0489 | C S0S-463-8966
kristina.markiewicz@mwarep.org

GEO. H. ROHDE & SON
Suneral Ftome

Since 1910

3183 Linwood Ave., Mt. Lookout Sq.
Serving Eastern Hills, Mt. Lookout & Hyde Park

513-321-0404
www.rohdefuneral.com
Directors: Steve Rohde, Denise Mercier

866-955-2318 & Darrell Schneider
R E A LTY i
® 613 289-1039 Monika DeRoussel
@ deroussel.com Your gateway to Luxury
E=4 monika@deroussel.com Let’s make it happen!

Gertrude, Cincinnati, OH-#1177-JT-9/12/23



