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WELCOME TO ST. GERTRUDE CHURCH

Parish Office Hours
Monday-Friday: 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.

School Office Hours
Monday-Friday: 7:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.

Church Hours
Every day: 7 a.m.-9 p.m.

Parish Information
6543 Miami Ave., Cincinnati, OH 45243

(513) 561-5954 | stgertrude.org

Monday, December 26, St. Stephen (F)
	 7 a.m.	 Christmas Novena
	 8 a.m.	 † Stephanie Conlon Hull by Steve & Valerie Badinghaus
	 11:30 a.m.	 † Anita Rand by Ray & Marylyn Clark

Tuesday, December 27, St. John the Apostle & Evangelist (F)
	 7 a.m.	 † Bob Stein by Anne Marie Schmidt
	 8 a.m.	 Christmas Novena
	 11:30 a.m.	 † Lilly Alexander by Benny Alexander

Wednesday, December 28, The Holy Innocents (F)
	 7 a.m.	 † Rosemary Reeder by Mike & Ellie Kenny
	 8 a.m.	 † Mary Abell by Peggy & Harry Robinson
	 11:30 a.m.	 Christmas Novena

Thursday, December 29,  
Fifth Day within the Octave of the Nativity of the Lord
	 7 a.m.	 Christmas Novena
	 8 a.m.	 † Gregory Schlueter by David & Peggy Schlueter
	 11:30 a.m.	 † Megan Johnson by Pat Dorn

Friday, December 30, The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph (F)
	 7 a.m.	 † Betty Schommer by Kevin & Anne Lynch
	 8 a.m.	 Christmas Novena
	 11:30 a.m.	 † Antonina Sciacca by Pete & Donna Marcello

Saturday, December 31,  
Seventh Day within the Octave of the Nativity of the Lord
	 8 a.m.	 † Edna & Harry Clavin by The Isaacs Family
	 11:30 a.m.	 Christmas Novena
	 4:30 p.m.	 † Russell & Kathryn Bravard by The Vessey Family

Sunday, January 1, Solemnity of Mary, The Holy Mother of God (S)
	 8 a.m.	 † Joseph & Marjorie Schirmer by The Schirmer Family
	 10 a.m.	 People of St. Gertrude
	 12 p.m.	 Christmas Novena
	 6 p.m.	 Father John Paul Walker, O.P., 
		    by St. Gertrude School & Parish Staff

Confessions will be heard in the church Monday-Friday at 4 p.m.  
and Saturday at 3:30 p.m. There will be no Holy Hour or 
confessions at 7:30 p.m. on Wednesday, December 28.
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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

COVER IMAGE: The Holy Night, Bloch (1867)

PRAYER FROM  
ST. GERTRUDE THE GREAT

A Prayer on the  
Nativity of the Lord
O good Jesus, I give you thanks for your 
most sacred Nativity, when you did come 
forth from the womb of the Virgin Mary, 
a tender Infant, in a stable, on a rough 
and bleak winter’s night. Hail, O sweetest 
Babe; hail, O King of Glory, Light of the 
nations, Savior so long desired, who did not 
disdain to be wrapped for me in swaddling 

clothes, to be laid on straw in a manger, to draw your sustenance from the 
Virgin’s breast. What can I offer to you for this your compassion and your 
tender mercy? Behold, I offer you my body and my soul for your everlasting 
praise and glory. Amen.

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS 
AND PRAYERS

On behalf of all the Dominican friars 
and the entire staff of St. Gertrude Parish, 
I would like to extend my heartfelt merry 
and blessed Christmas wishes to you and 
your loved ones. We are so happy that you 
are able to join us for the celebration of this 
most holy feast. 

And indeed, there is so much to celebrate 
as we gather this Christmas, for “a child is 
born for us, a son is given us” (Isaiah 9:5), 
and this child is the hope of all the world. 
This is the day when we are called to hear 
anew the words the angels spoke to the shepherds in the field that 
first Christmas night: “Do not be afraid; for behold, I proclaim to 
you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. For today in 
the city of David a savior has been born for you who is Messiah and 
Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find an infant wrapped 
in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger” (Luke 2:10-12).

By our presence here, all of us have heard the call to come to the 
manger to encounter the infant lying there. This baby changed the 
history of the world by his birth; he changed the course of eternity 
by his death and resurrection. And just as he came to a manger in the 
city of Bethlehem 2,000 years ago, he comes to us this day to again 
bring to our hearts and lives tidings of great joy. For in the midst of a 
world that can be, at times, full of sorrows and suffering, Jesus enters 
in by the power of his love. His presence is with us always, especially 
in those moments when life is especially challenging. Christmas is a 
beautiful reminder to us that he is always wanting to draw closer to us; 
all he needs is an openness on our part. We are called to open wide 
the doors of our hearts to Christ, rather than have our hearts be like 
the inns in Bethlehem where the doors were closed and there was no 
room for Joseph, Mary, and the Christ child Mary carried.

It is my deepest prayer that this day and throughout the upcoming 
year your hearts may be filled with all of the joy and peace, the truth 
and grace, the mercy and love that Christ came to the earth to bring. 
These last years have been difficult ones for many reasons, and in the 
midst of these challenges so many have struggled to keep as close to 
the Lord and their faith as maybe they had before. If perhaps that 
applies to you, then know that we at St. Gertrude would love to help 
you draw closer to the Lord during this upcoming year. We have a 

parish community filled 
with amazing, wonderful, 
beautiful people and so 
many different opportunities 
to grow deeper in faith. 
It is my hope that all our 

parishioners, indeed everyone who attends Christmas Mass with us, 
might grow in their faith, hope, and love during the upcoming year. If 
you are uncertain the best way to do that, please feel free to reach out 
and we will do everything we can to help.

With the angels, let us all sing out this day, “Glory to God in the 
highest!”

Kneeling with you at the manger,
Merry Christmas,

Father John Paul Walker, O.P.

. . . in the midst of a world that can be, at times, 
full of sorrows and suffering, Jesus enters in by 
the power of his love.
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SCHOOL NEWS

Dear Friends,

“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given” (Is 9:5).

Merry Christmas! As we gaze upon the nativity scene 
and see the infant Christ, may we rejoice in the truth of 
God’s love, manifest in the coming of Christ, his Son.

The students, faculty, and staff of St. Gertrude School 
wish you a very Merry Christmas and promise our prayers 
for you this Christmas and throughout the new year!

Blessed Christmas!

Sister Maria Christi Greve, O.P.

61st St. Gertrude School Christmas Pageant
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CATECHESIS OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD

THE LORD IS 
MY SHEPHERD
CLAIRE RAYBURN, CGS CATECHIST 
IN FORMATION, CURRENT CGS 
VOLUNTEER, AND ST. GERTRUDE 
SCHOOL MOM

A couple of weeks ago at bedtime, 
I was reading a rhyming children’s book 

about the human body with my five-year-old son. When we got to the 
colorful pages about the heart and the circulatory system, he said in a slightly 
disgusted but mostly concerned tone that Jesus bled on the cross. Thinking 
I could simply explain that we bleed from wounds, that it didn’t just happen 
randomly and not to be afraid, I reached over, grabbed the crucifix from his 
cluttered dresser, held it in front of us and, pointing to the hands and feet of 
Christ, asked, “Where did Jesus bleed?” 

“Jerusalem,” he answered. 
I chuckled but have since reflected and wondered in amazement what 

Michael—and actually, each child—absorbs from time well-spent in the 
atrium for the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd. 

Imagine having a space prepared for you where time is not meant for 
rushing or efficiency but for quietness, work, prayer, and the ability to reflect 
on the most critical and profound concepts available to your mind and soul. 

The atrium at St. Gertrude Church offers this for children. I heard 
about Catechesis of the Good Shepherd from many who volunteered in the 
atrium, and I had seen my children’s darling work coming home. (Like the 
one that hung on our fridge for so long: a delicate page with a shepherd 
carrying a little lamb on his shoulders with the words, “The Lode is my 
shepherd,” traced in pencil by my daughter.)

During quiet time in this Montessori-style setting and approach, 
children explore, sing, pray, work at a child-sized model altar, and work with 
a wooden Good Shepherd and his sheep. They also work with a small globe 
and three-dimensional maps of the Land of Israel and Jerusalem. All of these 
articles help the children absorb the life of Christ and the life of the Church. 
Children make collages, arrange flowers, trace images and Scripture, and 
work prayerfully, reflectively, and in good time—as children are naturally 
in tune with God’s time. Children and two or three adult catechists and 
volunteers will gather at a small and simple prayer table with a lit candle. “Do 
you want to hear what God is saying to us today?” An adult might ask at the 
prayer table. “Yes,” the children (usually) answer, because they know God 
loves them and speaks to them. They know he hears their voices.

“The Lord is my shepherd. I have everything I need.”
It’s a twist on that often-recited Scripture verse, simplified for the 

children’s ears. I heard it back in June during training for Level One of 
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, and it began to slowly sink in deeper. 
Did I forget somehow that the Lord counts my hairs? Did I doubt that he 
truly guides me and leads me to good places, that all I must do is follow 
him? Hearing the message of this Good Shepherd—listening in that still and 
peaceful room—felt to me something like the sound of hearing my name 
called out clearly by my closest friend while in a foreign land.

When I am in the atrium, I am amazed to observe beautiful children 
at work and in prayer and to hear their pure young voices praise and thank 
God directly from their own hearts, delighting in and being delighted in by 
their Creator. 

Children respond to this environment and experience because it is what 
we are all truly made for: to know God, to love God, and to serve him with 

the gifts and treasures he gives so generously. Children work and pray in the 
atrium, moved by the Holy Spirit, while reflecting on the life of Jesus and 
the life of the Church. 

Earlier this year, I began to feel a gentle nudging—there was no guilt, 
no overshadowing sense of obligation, but an open invitation. And then 
the clear and direct voice of a close friend who knows and loves both the 
Good Shepherd and 
me called me to say, 
“Get the training!” It 
did seem like time was 
the last thing I had to 
give with a busy family 
at home, but when God 
asks something of us, 
he doesn’t leave it to 
chance. I signed up for 
the training and watched 
how the Lord cleared a path in both my heart and my calendar. Soon after 
the training began, it was very clear that this gift, this treasure, was for me, 
too; I was receiving far more than I could ever give. The Good Shepherd 
would clear a path for me to share some time in the atrium, as well. Being 
in the atrium is both a gift and an honor, as I observe and assist the children, 
watch and try to remember how to be small again myself, but remain open 
hearted to listen and allow the space and time for God to work in my own 
daily life, my heart, my calendar, and the plans he lays out for me.
The Lord is my shepherd. I have everything I need.
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BECOME CATHOLIC

St. Gertrude Bulletin talked with parishioners 
Ryan and Corey Longtin about their recent 
experiences in our Become Catholic (RCIA) 
program. 

St. Gertrude Bulletin: Tell us a little 
bit about yourselves and your family.
Ryan and Corey: We are from Milford, 

Ohio. We have three children: Colin (11), Kyra (7), and Elizabeth (8 
months). We have been attending St. Gertrude for two years now 
and came into the Church on May 24 of this year! Elizabeth has been 
baptized, and Colin and Kyra are currently catechumens and planning 
to come into the church at Easter in April 2023.

SGB: What inspired you to join the Become Catholic program at  
St. Gertrude?
Corey: I was baptized as 
a Baptist, and my family 
did not attend church. My 
father-in-law asked us to 
attend Mass with him at 
St. Gertrude. (Before this, 
I had never been inside a Catholic church). When we walked in, I 
felt true peace for the first time. I became emotional. Then during 
Mass when we saw the priest hold up the Eucharist, we knew this is 
where we belonged. We had such a strong desire to be able to receive 
Communion. We knew, in that moment, that Jesus was truly present! 
And in order to be able to fully have his grace within the sacraments, 

we would need to go through the Become Catholic program. 
SGB: What did you enjoy most about the program?
Ryan and Corey: We most enjoyed being able to understand the 
Catholic faith on a much deeper level, asking any question with no 
judgment, and making lifelong friendships. 

SGB: How has becoming Catholic changed your lives?
Ryan and Corey: In every way! We have become closer as a family. 
Our faith has grown stronger, and we look at the world in a whole 
new light. We were truly able to find love and truth in our life that we 
never could get anywhere else.  

SGB: That’s beautiful! What would you say to a non-Catholic who 
is interested in the Catholic faith but hesitant to join the Become 
Catholic program?
Ryan and Corey: If you are 

interested in the 
Catholic Church, the 
best place to start is 
the Become Catholic 
program. You’re able 
to ask questions and 

get answers, have great discussions 
amongst other people who are 
thinking about becoming Catholic, 
and you can dive into the faith and 
truly get a good look at what it 
means to be Catholic.

If you are interested in the Catholic 
Church, the best place to start is the 
Become Catholic program.
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ADORATION

AN HOUR IN SILENCE?
JEANIE NAUMANN, PARISHIONER

It is difficult to admit one’s ignorance, 
but as a 30-year convert to Catholicism, I 
did not understand Eucharistic adoration 
until St. Gertrude opened the Mother of 
Mercy Adoration Chapel. To be candid, I 
spent my first years as a Catholic without 
an understanding of the True Presence of 

Christ in the Eucharist. Often, lifelong Catholics assume others 
understand when speaking Catholic language. In many ways, 
converts are like aliens in a new land when entering the Church.

The first time I was 
confronted about our belief 
in the True Presence was 
on a pilgrimage to the Holy 
Land 10 years ago. The 
leader of the pilgrimage, 
a Presbyterian pastor, 
commented to me, “I can’t believe you Catholics think Jesus is 
in that piece of bread.” I did not know how to respond. When I 
returned home, I decided that if I was going to be a Catholic, it 
was imperative for me to understand the teachings that I did not 
absorb in RCIA. Father Bill Marks, a diocesan priest in Indiana, is 
my spiritual director. His wisdom and guidance and my frequent 
attendance at Mass, studying the Catechism, Catholic literature, 
and media has clarified so many Catholic teachings and doctrines 
over the years. My son and his wife brought my husband and me 
to St. Gertrude, and the Dominicans’ pursuit of teaching opened 
my heart to the truth of Catholicism.

When St. Gertrude was blessed with the opening of the 
adoration chapel, our Lord led me to become a Eucharistic 
guardian. When I first entered the adoration chapel, I knew it 
was consecrated ground that held a peace like no other.

One aspect of faith that I have struggled with is sitting in 
silence with our Lord. The thought of being silent and still for 
an hour seemed impossible. Now, often an hour of adoration is 
not enough. I personally relate to the Gospel story of Martha and 
Mary, sitting at the feet of Jesus and listening to him. 

I know that adoration is one of the most important practices 
in my faith journey. Joining the team of Eucharistic guardians is 
my anchor every week. I now have time to be in the chapel two 
days a week. My commitment to being a guardian in the chapel is 
not always easy, because I need to see that my week is organized 
around my scheduled adoration times. 

There are so many ways to be a part of this ministry. You 
can share with a partner, like I do with my husband. Also, being 
on the substitute list and filling in is of service. I have found 
that being a guardian has given me so much more than I could 

have imagined. Helping to sustain the availability to adore and be with 
Christ who is always waiting for us, seven days a week, is paramount in my 
religious quest. 

The lasting effect of silence with our Lord is more important than ever 
in our noisy, complicated world. When our grandchildren returned from 
Catholic Youth Summer Camp, I asked our 15-year-old grandson and 
13-year-old granddaughter what their favorite activity was at camp. They 
both said their time in Adoration. Adoration is for everyone including our 
young people.

Our adoration chapel needs committed guardians. Prior to COVID, 
there seemed to be more parishioners who were willing to guard Jesus 
for an hour a week. It is such a privilege to watch over Jesus in the 

Eucharist. I am a witness to the reality that 
when entering the chapel, there is a knowing 
that there is only the Lord and myself. I 
give thanks for those who share in this 
important ministry. Together, we can grow 
in faith, hope, and love helping to sustain St. 
Gertrude Church and the Catholic Church 

through Eucharistic adoration.
Blessings and Love abide in the chapel.   

When I first entered the adoration chapel, I 
knew it was consecrated ground that held a 
peace like no other.
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ASK A PRIEST

ASK A PRIEST—
HOW TO MAKE THE 
CHRISTMAS SPIRIT LAST 
FATHER JOHN MARK SOLITARIO, O.P.

Q: With all the intense buildup to Christmas 
Day, December 25 seems to pass so quickly! 
What are some ways to make the Christmas 
spirit last?
A: “On the twelfth day of Christmas my true 

love gave to me . . .” As you probably know well, the 12 days of 
Christmas begin on Christmas Day. Here are some ways to keep the 
Christmas season going so that the wonder of this day can truly trickle 
into the other days of the year.
1.	 Celebrate the 12 days of Christmas. Don’t take down the 

decorations yet! As the fun carol suggests, there can be more 
celebration and gift-giving in the days to come. God has more 
gifts to give us, too: come to Mass for some of the days of the 
Octave of Christmas, including January 1, the Solemnity of the 
Mother of God. What other kinds of “gifts” can you give loved 
ones, as well as strangers, during these days? Take a hint from the 
Church’s liturgical calendar, especially trying to do something 
special on Twelfth Night or Epiphany.1

2.	 Visit the Creche each day. Keep a Nativity scene somewhere 
prominent and peaceful in your home so that you can stop by 
in a free moment and say a quick prayer. If you’re passing the 
church, visit the outdoor Nativity or stop inside for a moment 
of prayer before the Blessed Sacrament. Sing quietly, “O Come, 
All Ye Faithful,” or repeat one of the Church’s many prayers for 
adoration of the God-made-man, our Savior Jesus Christ.

3.	 Read or listen to something Christmas-relevant. Have you 
ever read Charles Dickens’ masterful A Christmas Carol? Or how 
about listening to Handel’s exuberant Messiah? There is also the 
spiritual treasure of reading the infancy narratives from the holy 
Gospel (Mt 1-2; Lk 1-2), or meditating on the First Letter of St. 
John or a theological/spiritual book about these accounts.2

Finally, remember the Good News: for a Christian, every day is a 
little “Christmas,” that is, a day when the Savior comes in humble 
appearance to meet us. Jesus would have us recognize his presence in 
the breaking of the Bread and in service to the least and in the peace 
of our hearts, if we would welcome him there.

1	 The feast that marks the Adoration of the Christ Child by the Magi, traditionally 
January 6 though normally moved to a Sunday so that more Catholics can attend 
Mass.

2	 I recommend Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI, Jesus of Nazareth: The Infancy Narratives 

(2012).

Ask a Priest is the regular format for our Holy Teaching section. Submit your 
own question to bulletin@stgertrude.org for one of our Dominican priests to 
answer in the bulletin!

O Come, All  O Come, All  
Ye Faithful...Ye Faithful...
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Monday,
December 26

Tuesday,
December 27

Wednesday,
December 28

Thursday,
December 29

Friday,
December 30

Saturday,
December 31

Sunday,
January 1

Adoration Chapel 
Closed

Adoration Chapel 
Closed

Adoration Chapel 
Closed

Adoration Chapel 
Closed

Adoration Chapel 
Closed

Adoration Chapel 
Closed

Adoration Chapel 
Closed

St. Gertrude 
School  

No School

St. Gertrude 
School  

No School

St. Gertrude 
School  

No School

St. Gertrude 
School  

No School

St. Gertrude 
School  

No School

Parish Office 
Closed

Parish Office 
Closed

K of C Blood Drive
9-11 a.m., 12:15-3 p.m.
Gym Parish Office 

Closed

Healing Rosary
7 p.m.
Church

THE WEEK AHEAD

OFFERING
St. Gertrude Parish Weekly Collection and Budget Report

Collection for December 18
Collection	 $	 52,397
Weekly Budget	 $	 36,500
Weekly Surplus	 $	 15,897

Second Collection – St. Gertrude School: $2,883
Fiscal Year-To-Date (for year ending June 30, 2023)

Fiscal YTD Actual	 $	 901,336
Fiscal YTD Budget	 $	 912,500
Fiscal YTD Deficit	 $	 (11,164)

Please submit your Mass announcements and 
bulletin articles to bulletin@stgertrude.org
6543 Miami Avenue, Cincinnati, OH 45243

(513) 561-5954 | FAX (513) 561-5184 | 
www.StGertrude.org 

BULLETIN

1/8/23

MATERIALS DUE

12/28/22

BULLETIN DEADLINE

PLEASE PRAY FOR . . .
THE SICK:
Scott Boone, Kim Caswell, Bettie Caudill, Maureen S. Currens, Triset 
Defonseka, Pamela K. Dwyer, Lisa Ely, Dick Gelhaus, Bob Gerwin, 
Goad Family, Baby Leo Henry Grolmes, Elsa Hall, Jane Hazelton, 
Hummel Family, Andrea Kattel, Aiko Kimura, Diane Kosobud, Ed 
and Karen Larkin, Kevin Lewis, Kim McClung, Elaine O’Connell, Sue 
Paas, Gerry Patterson, Gert Patterson, Bob Perazzo, Patricia Scherer, 
Pegge Schuermann, Richard Seifert, Joseph Silvers, Teddie Slaper, Jack 
Spilker, Jim Spurgin, Judy Sullivan, Mary Valker, and Brigitte Vielhauer
THOSE IN THE ARMED FORCES:
Patrick Burke, Gabe Dorsey, Jacob Dorsey, Curtis Flores,  
Luis Flores, Jr., Cole Foster, Kyle Foster, Dominic Geraci, Daniel 
Holian, Mike Huber, Aaron Jacobson, Jacob Kramb, John Kramb, 
Kelly Leugers, Dominic Lloyd, Seth McGann, John Murdock, Jr., John 
Oscar, Sarah Ries, Dan Roseman, Andrew Shannon, and Ian Tester
THE RECENTLY DECEASED
John Sweeney, father of Michael
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PARISH DIRECTORY

Parish Staff
Father John Paul Walker, O.P., pastor
Father John Mark Solitario, O.P., parochial vicar
Father Joachim Kenney, O.P., parochial vicar

Dominican Friars in Residence
Father John Langlois, O.P., prior
Father Joseph Alobaidi, O.P.
Father John Corbett, O.P.
Father Michael Mary Dosch, O.P., novice master
Father Darren Pierre, O.P.

St. Gertrude School – (513) 561-8020
Principal – Sister Maria Christi Greve, O.P.	 ext 1101
Vice Principal – Mr. Travis Johnson	 ext 1101
PTO President – Amy Weidenbacher	 (513) 720-8805
School Advisory Council

Office of Administration – (513) 561-5954
Receptionists – Susan Kane & Teri Forlini	 ext 2101
Business Manager – Don Regan	 ext 2102
Business Office Admin Assistant – Emma Golias	 ext 2103
Bereavement	 ext 2101
Bulletin Editor	 bulletin@stgertrude.org
Director of Music – 	
  Christopher Holman	  cholman@stgertrude.org 
Safe Environment Coordinator – Emma Golias	 ext 2103

Office of Evangelization – (513) 561-5954
Coordinator of Catechesis of the Good Shepherd –
 Mary Beth Thiemann	 ext 2110
Coordinator of Youth Formation – Walter Plummer	 ext 2122
Coordinator of High School Ministry – 
 Laura Potter	 ext 2124
Communications Coordinator – Michelle Dushensky	 ext 2121
Office Coordinator – Kristen Eggers	 ext 2109
Become Catholic (RCIA) 	 ext 2101
  Father John Mark Solitario, O.P.

Corporal Works of Mercy
Helping Hands (Funeral Reception Ministry)– 	(513) 940-2643 
 Nancy Lucas	 stgerthh@gmail.com
Knights of Columbus – Pete Marcello	 (703) 447-3978
	 grandknight@elderkofc.org
Ladies of Charity – Jean Wilkinson	 (513) 498-5085
Parish Health Ministry – Jeanne Palcic	 (513) 317-4123
Pregnancy Center East 
 (for all pregnancy needs)	 (513) 321-3100
Soup Kitchen – Andy Cordier	 soupkitchen@stgertrude.org
St. Vincent De Paul Society –
  Jennifer Mansfield	 (513) 561-5954, ext 2112

Vocations Directors
Archdiocese of Cincinnati – 
  Father Dan Schmitmeyer	 (513) 421-3131
Dominican Friars –
  Father Mario Calabrese, O.P.	 DominicanFriars.org
Nashville Dominican Sisters –
 Sister Mara Grace, O.P.	 (615) 256-5486

Spiritual Works of Mercy
Baptism Team
Circle of Prayer – Barbara Rose	 prayercirclesg@gmail.com
Communion to Sick – Judy Hartmann	 (513) 984-8003
Eucharistic Adoration	 adoration@stgertrude.org
Natural Family Planning – Jenna Bernardo	 (513) 658-0444
  nfp@stgertrude.org
Pastoral Council – Ryan Schilling	 rryanschilling@gmail.com
Prayer Ministry for the Dying – Pat Collins	 (513) 265-1897
Regina Veritatis Prayer & Healing –
  Nealy Mechley	 (513) 505-1740
Respect Life – Debbie Graham	 (513) 984-4766
Rosary Making – Larry Ball	 (513) 831-8572
Unbound Ministry – Nealy Mechley	 (513) 505-1740

Liturgical Ministries
Parish Choir – Christopher Holman	  cholman@stgertrude.org 
Contemporary Music Ensemble – Paul Kindt	 (513) 697-9208
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion	 (513) 561-5954
Lectors –	 (513) 561-5954
Resurrection Choir – Marty Cunningham	 (513) 891-4226
The St. Anne and the Child Mary Guild –
 Ann McCormick	 (513) 382-3513
St. Joseph the Worker Society	 (513) 561-5954
Ushers – Douglas Postler	 (513) 791-6298
Viri Selecti – Ben Hoffmann	 pxaw@hotmail.com
Youth Choir – Christopher Holman	  cholman@stgertrude.org 

Spiritual Groups
Adult Bible Study –	 (513) 561-5954
Angelic Warfare Confraternity –
 Father John Mark Solitario, O.P.	 (513) 561-5954
Benedictine Oblates – Mark Milliron	 (513) 536-6275
CANA Family For Mothers –
 Anita Pappalardo	 (513) 248-8237
Catholic Men’s Fellowship – Stan Lloyd	 (513) 289-5268
Confraternity of the Most Holy Rosary –
 Brian Zappia	 (513) 791-7299
Dominican Laity (Bishop Fenwick) –
 Mrs. Joan Ratajczak, O.P.	 jsratajczak@gmail.com
Dominican Laity (Our Lady of Peace) –
 Mr. Fred Thomas, O.P.	 (513) 335-1700 or fth5131119@aol.com
Healing Rosary – Cindy Hertzel	 (513) 368-8941
Seasons of Hope – Cindy Hertzel	 (513) 368-8941
Special Needs Moms Support Group –
 Laura Nanista	 (513) 301-6317
True Devotion to Mary – Anne Collins	 (513) 984-4708
Walking with Purpose Bible Study (Women) –  
 Martha Thompson	 mbthom22@gmail.com

Parish Groups
Athletic Boosters – Rob Gruber	 (513) 256-2566
Boy Scouts – Rob Schuette	 (513) 333-0040
Cub Scouts – Chris De Brunner	 (513) 379-1010
Garden Club 	 (513) 561-5954
Lenten Fish Fry – Rob Mancini	 (513) 520-6360
Little Flower Library – Susan Santos	 (513) 504-0205
Parish Coffee – Mark Findley	 (513) 417-9227
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McNicholas High School

JOIN THE CLASS OF

937-544-8068

Custom Cabinetry
anywhere in your
home or garage.

Call Matt Stutzman
today to get your
project started!

Please Patronize O
ur A

dvertisers – To Place an A
d, C

all 1-800-292-9020.

Jim Volz
CPA & Trusted

Advisor
794-1551.com

9900 Carver Rd., Blue Ash

G
ertrude Inside Ads    #955548-JT-11/16/22

gertz  law
Y O U R  F A M I L Y ’ S  L A W Y E R

GERTZLAW.COM
	 Reading	Office	 Loveland	Office
 (513) 554-1868 (513) 583-1549

Susan	Marie	Allspach,	Esq.
Anthony	J.	Gertz,	Esq.
Anthony	J.	Gertz	II,	Esq.

•	Probate	Administration/Estate	Planning/Wills/Trusts
•	Divorce/Family	Law/Litigation

Full Service inSulation

Environmental Company
Asbestos & Mold Removal

(513) 242-0600
Central Insulation

Systems, Inc.

KLEKAMP PAVING
Asphalt Paving

Patching
Asphalt

Sealcoating
513-561-4600

www.klekamp.com

mattbonhauspainting.com

Compliments of

General Contractors and Land Development Company

6403 Madison, Madisonville • 271-1570 
1793 Ohio Pike, Amelia • 797-4888

Now 2 Locations!

ROYALMONT ACADEMY
200 Northcrest Drive, Mason, OH

Catholic Preschool • High School • Full and 1/2 day Preschool 

513-754-0555 • www.Royalmont.org

MILFORD
Body Shop Direct Call

831-5460

CASTRUCCI
COLLISION

AHP Anderson Hills Plumbing
Residential – Commercial – FREE ESTIMATES

Over 52 Years Experience & Satisfaction
Ernie, Jack, Ralph & Barb Vilardo

6229 Beechmont Avenue  513-232-3821

JEFF STANLEY The Stanley Edwards Group at Morgan Stanley
Portfolio Manager Financial Advisor
513-762-5317
7755 Montgomery Rd., Cincinnati, OH 45236
Jeff.stanley@morganstanley.com NMLS# 287975
Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC. Member SIPC. CRC 3401603 9/2021

ERIC D. BENDER
Attorney at Law

Moeller (1984)
University of Notre Dame (1988)

U.C. Law (1991)
Family Law • Wills & Probate

Lawsuits • Guardianship
Adoption

(513) 891-5630
9764 Kenwood Road in Blue Ash

Visa/Mastercard Accepted

7319 Columbia Road
Garden Center 
& Landscaping

398-1008
www.sharonnursery.com

LARRY’S 
LOCK, SAFE &  

SECURITY CENTER 
 

791-9163 
 
 
 
 

8005 Plainfield Road 
Cincinnati, OH 45236 

Larry’s
LOCK, SAFE & 

SECURITY CENTER

791-9163

8005 Plainfield Road
Cincinnati, OH 45236

18 years in Business • Call 513-321-4444

• Cincinnati’s first Joint Commissioned Private 
Duty Company

• 3 full-time nurses on staff for caregiver 
supervision and emergency consultation

• Specialized and Trained for Parkinson’s and 
Dementia Care

• Live-In specialists, but also offer 4 hour 
minimum care

 8815 Cinti-Columbus Rd. 6410 Cinti-Dayton Rd.
 West Chester, OH Liberty Twp., OH 45044
 513-777-8433 513-847-1088

...also locations in Carthage & College Hill
www.hodappfuneralhome.com

Family Owned and Operated Since 1886

Robert L. 
Franer III, AAMS®

513-334-1621 (O)
513-434-3583 (C) 
robert.l.franer@lpl.com
www.castellumfinancialadvice.com

Parishioner & Founding Member 
of The Catholic Financial Planners Network 

Helping Catholic families pursue and use wealth morally.
Securities offered through LPL Financial, a Registered Investment Advisor, member FINmember FINRA/SIPC

Area’s Oldest Death Care Leader Area’s Oldest Death Care Leader 
StrawserFuneralHome.comStrawserFuneralHome.com

513-791-7203513-791-7203
Awarded 2021 Awarded 2021 

Small Business of the Year!Small Business of the Year!

Meet Eli and Bennett, our two Meet Eli and Bennett, our two 
fur-children! We understand how fur-children! We understand how 

much pets mean to people, and we much pets mean to people, and we 
are proud to offer pet death care to are proud to offer pet death care to 
the area with the same dignity that the area with the same dignity that 

we show for all we serve!we show for all we serve!

Skyline Chili, Loveland Ohio 10640 Loveland 
Madeira Rd. Bring this bulletin to receive a 

FREE Cheese Coney 
With the Purchase of a (3,4,5) Way

Feeling good, it’s Skyline Time!

For all your real estate needs please contact me, 
a faithful and hard-working St. Gertrude 

parishioner and professional realtor.  

CAROLYN TRAUTH Realtor 

513-706-4239
www.sibcycline.com/ctrauth

Accepting 
New Clients!
Tiara Brown
513-926-7618
We come to you!

Many non-medical 
services provided.

HOME HEALTH CARE AGENCY

uwwllc@ibyfax.com

7754 CAMARGO ROAD,
CINCINNATI, 45243

513-561-6956
@PIAZZADISCEPOLI
TUES.-SAT. – 11-6

FRI. – 11-7

Jason and RhondaJason and Rhonda

7820 CAMARGO RD, MADEIRA
513-271-9378

ali.bar.grill.madeira@gmail.com
alisbarandgrill.com

Servicing Maderia and Indian Hill since 1979
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beatrice
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT

TIM BEATRICE
513-254-5620
timbeatrice5@yahoo.com

Knights of Columbus
Archbishop Elder Council

Email grandknight@elderkofc.org
Join today. kofc.org/joinus

Jeff Woodward, Parishioner   513-247-9241
Celebrating 30 years in business

www.wciconstruction.com

Woodward Construction, Inc.

Kitchen & Bath
Remodeling

Kinsella
561-5285

7880 Camargo Rd.
kinsellakitchens.com

Dr. Frederick A. Heiselman
General • Implant

Dentistry
Parishioner

513-561-8600
7140 Miami Ave.,Ste. 201

fheiselmandds.com

GILSON’S
ENGRAVING

ELEGANT GIFTS

Engraved gifts for all occasionsEngraved gifts for all occasions

7116 Miami Ave.

891-0730
www.gilsonsonline.com
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Chuck Borchers
REALTOR, Parishioner

513-335-4039
charles.borchers@gmail.com
chuckborchershomes.com

Accepting New Patients

Dr. Eleanor Endres
Parishioner

513-791-8880 • www.endresdentistry.com
“Oral Health is the Gateway to Healthy Living”

KENWOOD, 7500 MONTGOMERY RD.
MADISONVILLE, 4418 WHETSEL AVENUE

513-791-5353

Thomas-Justin
Funeral Homes, Inc.
Four Generations of Family Service 

to the Community

LANDSCAPE SPECIALISTS, INC.
Hardscape Landscape
• Walkways & Patios • Installations
• Driveways • Renovations
• Retaining Walls • Maintenance
• Drainage Systems • Snow Clearing

Quality Service for Over 35 years

396-6400
Ed Witte, Parishioner

WITTEWITTE

Kitchens • Bathrooms
Room Additions

Screen & Covered Porches
Lower Levels & Basements

513.492.8429
7264 Columbia Rd., Ste. 600, Maineville

www.PenderyConstruction.com

HYDE PARK
PAINTING

and
CARPENTRY
321-4100

Remodeling 
Roofing/Gutters • Concrete 

Plumbing/Electric
Drywall • Int./Ext. Painting

Your Complete Home 
Repair Company

513-472-1985
www.bestplumbercincinnati.com

$25 OFF with this Ad

Keith D. Jackson DDS
Laura K. Jackson DDS

7113 Miami Avenue 
Madeira, OH 45243
Tel: (513) 561-5318

TOTAL LIFE SAFETY, LLC
Commercial Fire Protection Services

Fire Extinguisher/ Exit Lights/Fire Alarm
Sprinkler/Backflow/Special Hazard

866-955-2318

Walter St. Clair RoofingWalter St. Clair Roofing
Serving Cincinnati Since 1923

Roofing & Sheet Metal Work
Slate & Tile Repair

Box Gutters & Seamless Gutters
Jerry St. Clair, pariShioner           641-3265

Chad Muhlenkamp
(513) 377-7221
chad.muhlenkamp@kofc.org

GEO. H. ROHDE & SON
Funeral HomeFuneral Home

Since 1910
3183 Linwood Ave., Mt. Lookout Sq.3183 Linwood Ave., Mt. Lookout Sq.

Serving Eastern Hills, Mt. Lookout & Hyde ParkServing Eastern Hills, Mt. Lookout & Hyde Park
513-321-0404513-321-0404

www.rohdefuneral.comwww.rohdefuneral.com
Directors: Steve Rohde, Denise Mercier Directors: Steve Rohde, Denise Mercier 

& Darrell Schneider& Darrell Schneider

Knights of Columbus
Asset Advisors®
kofcassetadvisors.org

94c/81m/40y/32k

1c/75m/99y/0k

Carpet, Hardwood,
Laminate and LVP 

at guaranteed lowest price, 
shop at home convenience 

and fastest installation. 
Kraig Porter
Parishioner 
513.250.2999

carpetkraig@gmail.com

Family Owned
& Operated

Established 1877

8225 Montgomery Rd
Cincinnati, Ohio 45236

513-891-8373
Peter J. Gilligan, Sr.

Investments,
firmly rooted
in faith.

Kyle Warmouth, Loan Officer/Parishioner
513-218-3218 • KyleW@eqfin.com

NMLS# 2088163-39843

INDEPENDENT LIVING
ASSISTED LIVING • MEMORY CARE

7650 CAMARGO ROAD • MADEIRA, OH 45243
513-422-5499 • WWW.TRADITIONSATCAMARGO.COM

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT  |  DECEMBER 18, 2022 

Behold, the virgin shall conceive 
and Bear a son,
and they shall name him Emmanuel


