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beatrice
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT

TIM BEATRICE
Parishioner

513-254-5620
timbeatrice5@yahoo.com

Knights of Columbus
Archbishop Elder Council

elderkofc.org
Join today.

Visit kofc.org/joinus

Jeff Woodward, Parishioner   513-247-9241
Celebrating 30 years in business

www.wciconstruction.com

Woodward Construction, Inc.

Kinsella

Kitchen & Bath
Remodeling

561-5285
7880 Camargo Rd.

kinsellakitchens.com

Dr. Frederick A. Heiselman
General • Implant

Dentistry
Parishioner

513-561-8600
7140 Miami Ave., 

Ste. 201
fheiselmandds.com

GILSON’S
ENGRAVING

ELEGANT GIFTS

Engraved gifts for all occasionsEngraved gifts for all occasions

7116 Miami Ave.

891-0730
www.gilsonsonline.com
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Chuck Borchers
REALTOR, Parishioner

513-335-4039
charles.borchers@gmail.com
www.chuckborchers.com

Accepting New 
Patients

Dr. Eleanor Endres
Parishioner

513-791-8880 • www.endresdentistry.com
“Oral Health is the Gateway to Healthy Living”

KENWOOD, 7500 MONTGOMERY RD.

513-791-5353
MADISONVILLE, 4418 WHETSEL AVENUE

513-271-0732

Thomas-Justin
Funeral Homes, Inc.
Four Generations of Family Service 

to the Community

OH HVAC Lic. #30854 KY HVAC Lic. M04694
OH Plumbing Lic. #46270

Process
Construction

MECHANICAL CONTRACTOR

Specializing in Piping, HVAC/R,  
Plumbing & Service • Commercial & Industrial

www.processconstruction.com
(513) 251-2211   1421 Queen City Avenue

LANDSCAPE SPECIALISTS, INC.

Hardscape Landscape
• Walkways & Patios • Installations
• Driveways • Renovations
• Retaining Walls • Maintenance
• Drainage Systems Snow Clearing

Quality Service for Over 30 years

396-6400
Ed Witte, Parishioner

WITTEWITTE

Kitchens • Bathrooms

Room Additions

Screen & Covered Porches

Lower Levels & Basements

513.492.8429
7264 Columbia Rd., Ste. 600, Maineville

www.PenderyConstruction.com

HYDE PARK
PAINTING

and
CARPENTRY
321-4100

Remodeling 
Roofing/Gutters • Concrete 

Plumbing/Electric
Drywall • Int./Ext. Painting
Your Complete Home 

Repair Company

LARRY’S 
LOCK, SAFE &  

SECURITY CENTER 
 

791-9163 
 
 
 
 

8005 Plainfield Road 
Cincinnati, OH 45236 

Larry’s
LOCK, SAFE & 

SECURITY CENTER

791-9163

8005 Plainfield Road
Cincinnati, OH 45236

513-396-7446 
fastsigns.com/352

3248 Highland Avenue,  
Cincinnati, OH 45213

Madeira Owned

Let’s make it happen!®

Monika DeRoussel
mderoussel@hotmail.com REALTOR®

513-289-1039

Gilligan Funeral Homes
Established 1877

8225 Montgomery Road • 891-8373
Traditional & Cremation Services

www.gilliganfuneralhomes.com

513-472-1985
www.bestplumbercincinnati.com

$25 OFF with this Ad

Jim Volz
CPA & Trusted

Advisor
794-1551.com

9900 Carver Rd., Blue Ash

Parishioner since 2000

513-561-2400
Stephen K. Shaw   (513) 673-8258
skshawlaw@gmail.com I skshawlaw.com
8157 Camargo Rd., Madeira, OH 45243

WILLS I TRUSTS I PROBATE

Keith D. Jackson DDS
Laura K. Jackson DDS

7113 Miami Avenue Madeira, OH 45243
Tel: (513) 561-5318

February 14, 2021 

6543 Miami Ave., Cincinnati, OH 45243 | (513) 561-5954 | www.stgertrude.org6543 Miami Ave., Cincinnati, OH 45243 | (513) 561-5954 | www.stgertrude.org

TREE TRIMMING 
AND REMOVAL
Joe Semrad III, Local Resident 

Certified Arborist

513.631.4442 
www.ScapesOhio.com

Since 1987
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MASSES AT ST. GERTRUDE

Parish Office Hours
Monday-Friday: 8:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
School Office Hours
Monday-Friday: 7:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 
Church Hours
Every day: 7:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m.

Parish Office Info

Monday, February 15, Weekday
	 7:00 a.m.	 †James Robinson/Don & Nancy Beimesche
	 8:00 a.m.	 †Jane Thole/Karen Gerwel
	 11:30 a.m.	 †Deceased Members of the Dominican Order
Tuesday, February 16, Weekday
	 7:00 a.m.	 †Betty Schirmer Miller/Anne Schirmer
	 8:00 a.m.	 †John Bowen/Dan & April Poch
	 11:30 a.m.	 †Fr. Matthew Gamber, SJ/The Seasons of 
		    Hope Ministry
Wednesday, February 17, Ash Wednesday
	 7:00 a.m.	 †Peter J. Mercier/Nan Kohnen Cahall
	 8:00 a.m.	 †Barbara Dugan/The Cordier Family
	 11:30 a.m.	 †Tom Poland/The Poland Family
	 7:30 p.m.	 AnnaMaria & Jim Spurgin/The Morande &
		    Zupka Families
Thursday, February 18, Thursday after Ash Wednesday 
	 7:00 a.m.	 †Timothy Hickey/The Ries Family
	 8:00 a.m.	 †Janet Brown/Fred Bowling
	 11:30 a.m.	 †Nancy Santen/Maureen & Mary Jo
Friday, February 19, Friday after Ash Wednesday
	 7:00 a.m.	 Claire Boone/The Boone Family
	 8:00 a.m.	 †John Fasola/The Stines Family
	 11:30 a.m.	 †John Perin, Sr./Kathy Lawhorn

NOMINATIONS FOR PASTORAL COUNCIL OF ST. GERTRUDE
It is time once again to seek nominations for open positions on the Pastoral Council of St. Gertrude.  The 
council represents the people of the parish and serves as a consultative body to the pastor.  Council members 
are selected from among registered adults (age 21 or over) who have been parishioners for at least one year.  
The Council meets the fourth Monday of the month during the school year.  Please consider nominating your-
self or someone you feel may be called to this important ministry. Please do not nominate someone without 
first speaking with them.

Nominations will be accepted up to March 8th, 2021.

Submit nominations using the form below. Drop in the collection basket or bring/send to the parish office. 
6543 Miami Avenue, Cincinnati, OH 45243
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
I would like to nominate the following parishioner for consideration for St. Gertrude Parish Pastoral Council.

Name:_________________________________________________________________________

Contact Information: Telephone #_________________Email Address:_________________________

This person is being nominated by:_____________________________________________________

Saturday, February 20, Saturday after Ash Wednesday
	 8:00 a.m.	 The Family of Barbara Dugan/The Luiso Family
	 11:30 a.m.	 †Fr. Matt Gamber, SJ/Nancy DeBrunner
February 20-21, 1st Sunday of Lent
	 Saturday	 †Shirley Seeger/Shari Siebert & Family
	 Sunday	 People of St. Gertrude, Living and Deceased
		  †Jack Schuler/Pat & Jacque Gentile
		  †Shirley Seeger/Tom & Christin Spurr
		  The Brown Family/Brad & Katie Bursa
		  †Winetta Grimm/Dick & Eileen Pope
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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

O my Jesus, my only 
hope, thank You 
for the book which 
You have opened 
before my soul’s 

eyes. That book is Your Passion 
which You underwent for love of 
me. It is from this book that I have 
learned how to love God and souls. 
In this book there are found for us 
inexhaustible treasures. O Jesus, 
how few souls understand You in 
Your martyrdom of love! Oh, how 
great is the fire of purest love which 
burns in Your Most Sacred Heart! 
Happy the soul that has come to 
understand the love of the Heart of 
Jesus! (Diary, #304)

FROM THE DIARY OF 
ST. MARIA FAUSTINA 
KOWALSKA

COME TO HIM
As we begin the season of Lent this 

coming Wednesday, we enter a season of 
grace that provides many opportunities 
for God to heal our sin-sick souls. 
Certainly, these graces are available to 
us throughout the year, but the season 

of Lent engages our mind and heart in the ongoing work of 
conversion so that we may experience in our lives the dying and 
rising of Jesus. God desires our happiness – true happiness – 
which comes to us through the intentional response we make 
to God’s call to conversion. His grace prompts us to welcome 
His word and His will as saving, renewing, and perfecting of 
ourselves. His mercy forgives our sins and restores a good and 
righteous relationship with Him. The parish offers opportunities 
for prayer (Eucharistic Adoration, for example), sacramental 
Confession, and faith formation and development. (Information 
is found in the bulletin and on the parish website.) I encourage 
you to take advantage of the opportunities and resources offered 
to you so that you may grow in your personal relationship with 

Jesus and experience the fullness of life in Him.
Fr. John Mark writes an excellent article this week about 

the tradition of blessed ashes and the manner of imposing ashes 
that will be followed this year in the time of pandemic. (FYI: I 
received ashes from Pope John Paul II in 1999 in the manner 
described.) Please read his article to be informed and to learn 
that we will be united with the universal Church in obedience to 
the instructions given.

As we begin the season of Lent, we are also looking ahead 
to Holy Week and Easter. Because of the pandemic, there will 
be modifications; and, we will have to use the reservation system 
again for participation in the liturgies. Guidelines and instructions 
have been sent from the Archbishop to parishes; and I will be 
meeting with the parish priests and staff to determine the best 
way for implementation. Information will be forthcoming. May 
God bless us abundantly with the graces of the Lenten season.

Let us pray for the grace of conversion for ourselves and  
for others.
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SCHOOL NEWS

STUDENTS ENJOY 

THE 100TH DAY OF SCHOOL

FIRST GRADERS DRESSED UP 

FOR 100 DAY AND PARTICIPATED IN 

VARIOUS ACTIVITIES. 

Congratulations to our Seventh grade students on their 
achievements in the Science Fair.
	 Superior Rating (Highest possible rating, 

scoring 36-40 points) Matthew B, Rose C, Emmett 
F, Ashton F, Eva F, Maura F, Lindsey J, Catherine J, 
Mia M, Addy M, Grace R, Steve S, Aurora W, Liam W

	 Excellent Rating (Scoring 24-35 points) Kenneth 
B, Mary B, Abby C, Davy C, James D, Emmett F, 
Aydon F, Vinny F, Sophia G, Genevieve L, Caleb N, 
Omolayo O, Michael P, George P, Jack R, Claudia R, 
Lilly S, Sam S, Scarlett S, Kylie W, Hunter W
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EVANGELIZATION

COMFORT FOR THOSE 
WHO MOURN
BY ANNAMARIA SPURGIN

What began as a small group of men & 
women, unsure and grieving the loss of 
a loved one, joined by two co-facilitators 
unsure and brand new to leading a 

Bereavement Support Group; “Seasons of Hope,” over the 
course of seven years, has now flourished into a beautiful ministry 
for the bereaved of restoration, faith sharing, and fellowship.

As Catholic Christians, we 
are called to image Jesus 
Christ to those who suffer. 
This call finds its roots in the 
commandment of Jesus: “A 
new commandment I give to 
you, that you love one another; 
even as I have loved you, that you also love one another. By this 
all men will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for 
one another.” (John 13:34-35). 

Too often we are afraid when we see others mourn; not only 
afraid that we will say the wrong thing, or afraid to witness the 
raw emotions of another’s grief, but also afraid to face our own 
fears and vulnerabilities. 

“Hope is not based on optimism or 
a certain outcome; it is based on a 
person, the person of Jesus Christ.”

When we are fearful, either to share our personal sorrow with 
others, or to know how to be 
of help to those who mourn, 
we need only to look to our 
Blessed Mother Mary. She 
is a graceful example for 
both those who minister 
to the bereaved and those 
who grieve. With her gaze 
always upon the Heavenly 
Father, and with total trust 
and surrender, she stood with a pierced heart at the foot of 

the Cross. She did not turn away in 
her own anguish as she witnessed the 
agony of her Son. In the strength of 
her silence, she demonstrates to us the 
power of love. A love that need not 
speak a word to be of comfort, a love 
that can penetrate a wounded heart to 

bring authentic hope. As a dear friend and Dominican friar once 
shared, “Hope is not based on optimism or a certain outcome; 
it is based on a person, the person of Jesus Christ.” Thus, hope 
will not disappoint. 

To learn more about our Bereavement Support Group, “Seasons 
of Hope,” please visit stgertrude.org/seasonsofhope.
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PARISH NEWS

PLEASE PRAY FOR...
THE SICK: 
Anthony Alvarez, Lisa Bertke, Bettie Caudill, Larry & Pat Collins, 
Marguerite Crema, Kylee Dawson, Triset Defonseka, Jean Ellert, 
Kathy Elsbernd, Bob Gerwin, Andrew Goad, Glenn Grismere, 
Loretta Holden, Joe Holly, Hummel Family, Michael John, 
Aiko Kimura, Ed Kinney, Janice Koncius, Ann Lukey, Frank 
Merle, Sandra Munyon, Leo Napuri, Tim Ney, Gerry Patterson, 
Michelle (Lydon) Ruscher, Jane Sansalone, Terry Scales, Ellen 
Schaengold, Patricia Scherer, Pegge Schuermann, Richard 
Seifert, Teddie Slaper, Alex Smithers, Jack Spilker, Jim Spurgin, 
Patricia Strauss, Judy Sullivan, John Sweeney, Mary Saul, Mary 
Valker and Bill Van Hise
THOSE IN THE ARMED FORCES: 
Patrick Burke, Cole and Kyle Foster, Dominic Geraci, Daniel 
Holian, Mike Huber, Aaron Jacobson, Jacob Kramb, John 
Kramb, Kelly Leugers, John Oscar, Sarah Ries, Dan Roseman, 
Andrew Shannon, and Ian Tester

PRESIDENTS’ DAY
Please note that the Church Office will be closed on Presidents’ 
Day (February 15). We will be back during regular business 
hours on Tuesday, February 16.

LET US PRAY

2021 CATHOLIC 
MINISTRIES APPEAL (CMA)
Archbishop Schnurr sends his thanks to everyone from St. 
Gertrude who has pledged to the 2021 Catholic Ministries 
Appeal.  If you have not yet made your pledge, please consider 
doing so this week. These important local ministries depend on 
our help each year.

You will find extra pledge envelopes in the church for your 
convenience this weekend. To make a donation online, please 
visit www.AOCstewardship.org. Thank you!

ASH WEDNESDAY 2021 – FEBRUARY 17
While observing the existing guidance already in place relative to worship in a time of public health concern, the blessing and 
distribution of ashes to the faithful on Ash Wednesday will be modified to follow the instruction from the Holy See on January 
12, 2021. After blessing the ashes, the priest addresses all those present and only once says the formula, applying it to all in 
general: “Repent, and believe in the Gospel,” or “Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” The Priest then 
takes the ashes and sprinkles them on the head of each one without saying anything.

NOTES
•	 The wearing of ashes, while customary and laudable, is not an obligation of the faithful, so anyone who is fearful of 

becoming sick should not come forward, or even come to Mass on Ash Wednesday.
•	 Ashes may not be self-imposed: they are always given by a minister.

SCHEDULE
	 Mass in church: 7:00 a.m.; 8:00 a.m.; 11:30 a.m. and 7:30 p.m.
	 Liturgy of the Word in the gym: 7:30 a.m., 8:30 a.m. and 6:00 p.m.

COLLECTION
On Ash Wednesday, we will take up the Collection for the Church in Central and Eastern Europe. This collection supports the 
Church in more than 25 countries that still struggle to recover from former communist rule. Funds from this collection support 
pastoral care, catechesis, building renovations, and seminary formation. Your support restores the Church and builds the future 
in this region. Please prayerfully consider how you can support the collection on Ash Wednesday. More information can be 
found at www.usccb.org/ccee.

	 Steven & Katherine Summers
	 Michael & Melissa Dowling

	 Benjamin & Claudia Schweiss
Abby Daniels	 Anthony Alton
Taylor Stott	 Taylor Trout

WELCOME NEW PARISHIONERS
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COMMUNITY

MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER
Did you resolve to improve your relationship in 2021? Looking 
to better understand your spouse, be more romantic with your 
spouse?? Looking for a special Valentine's gift?

A Worldwide Marriage Encounter Experience will help your 
relationship and communication in 2021. The next Marriage 
Encounter Experience is not in a hotel or a retreat center.  It is 
a virtual experience via Zoom, where you experience Marriage 
Encounter from the comfort of your home. The next experiences 
will be held February 19-21 and March 19-21. Apply today at 
https://esharing.org/applyWeekend.php. For a limited time, use 
discount code Better21, to pay only $21.00 to apply.

For more details, contact Andy and Jeanne Folfas at 937-886-
5196, jeannemarie42@hotmail.com or go to esharing.org.

LENTEN REMINDERS – 
FASTING AND ABSTINENCE 
Ash Wednesday, February 17, and Good Friday, April 2, are days 
of abstinence from meat and also days of fast, that is, limited to a 
single full meal. The other Fridays of Lent are days of abstinence 
from meat. The law of abstinence binds all Catholics 14 years 
and older. The law of fasting binds all Catholics from their 18th 
birthday until their 59th birthday. (canons 97, 1252) “Let the 
paschal fast be kept sacred. Let it be celebrated everywhere on 
Good Friday and, where possible, prolonged throughout Holy 
Saturday, so that the joys of the Sunday of the Resurrection may 
be attained with uplifted and clear mind.” (Constitution on the 
Liturgy, No. 110) 

With regard to the obligatory days listed above, however, there 
are frequent questions about the degree of seriousness of the 
matter. To paraphrase Pope John Paul II: the obligation to do 
penance is a serious one; the obligation to observe, as a whole 
or “substantially,” the penitential days specified by the Church 
is also serious. No one should be scrupulous in this regard; 
failure to observe an individual day of penance is not considered 
serious. People should seek to do more rather than less. Fast 
and abstinence on the days prescribed should be considered a 
minimum response to the Lord’s call to penance and conversion. 

THE ULTIMATE GUIDE TO LENT 
The 2021 edition is a free, 
beautiful, helpful and 
easy-to-access resource 
provided by The Catholic 

Telegraph to help parishioners enter into the season of Lent in a 
whole new way. The guide will meet your parishioners wherever 
they are in their faith journey, with articles ranging from meat-
free recipes to how to embrace the power of silence in prayer 
life. Visit thecatholictelegraph.com/lentguide after February 14 
to get your free copy.



St. Gertrude Roman Catholic Church7

HOLY TEACHING

ASK A PRIEST – THE 
TRADITION OF RECEIVING 
BLESSED ASHES ON 
ASH WEDNESDAY
BY FR. JOHN MARK SOLITARIO, O.P. 

Q: Can we receive ashes here in the traditional 
way this year?

A: The first Ash Wednesday I spent outside the United States 
was in 2010 in Rome, during the pontificate of Pope Emeritus 
Benedict XVI. I remember an exciting “chance” encounter with 
the papal motorcade leaving the Vatican that evening to celebrate 
Mass at the Dominican Church of Santa Sabina. It was also the 
first time I noticed that the distribution of ashes is not done in 
the same manner everywhere in the Catholic world.

The practice of imposing ashes as an external sign of interior 
repentance is an ancient one. It is mentioned in the account 
of the King of Nineveh repenting after hearing the preaching 
of the prophet Jonah. Our Lord Jesus Christ acknowledged the 
efficacy of this practice (see Mt 11:21), although He taught His 
disciples that exterior penance should be more than just a sign 
to be seen by others (see Mt 6:16-18). Fr. Dennis McNamara 
explains that the Church has employed the imposition of ashes 
as a sign for penitents since her earliest centuries, although the 
practice was more generally extended and officially entered the 
Mass by the twelfth century.1 Receiving ashes from one of the 
Church’s ministers or someone delegated by them has remained 
a very popular way for the faithful to enter the season of Lent, 
even though Ash Wednesday is not a Holy Day of Obligation. 

The Congregation of Divine Worship has 
said the following about the significance of 
receiving ashes on Ash Wednesday:

“On the Wednesday before the first 
Sunday of Lent, the faithful receive the ashes, 
thus entering into the time established for the 
purification of their souls. This sign of penance, 
a traditionally biblical one, has been preserved 
among the Church’s customs until the present 
day. It signifies the human condition of the 
sinner, who seeks to express his guilt before 
the Lord in an exterior manner, and by so 
doing express his interior conversion, led on 
by the confident hope that the Lord will be 
merciful. This same sign marks the beginning 
of the way of conversion, which is developed 
through the celebration of the sacraments of 

penance during the days before Easter.”2

As I suggested at the beginning, the way in which ashes are 
imposed varies from country to country and has evolved over time. 
Although it is common for ashes to be smeared on the forehead 
in the shape of a cross in English-speaking countries, in places 
such as Rome, they are customarily sprinkled over each person’s 
head. In the ancient Dominican Rite as well as in the modern 
Roman Rite, clergy receive ashes over the crown of their head in 
the sign of a cross. (Fr. McNamara reports that the tradition of 
the smeared cross appears to have started as a practice specifically 
for women in the middle ages, whose heads would have been 
veiled during Mass.)

This Ash Wednesday (February 17), given the situation of 
the worldwide pandemic, the Congregation for Divine Worship 
has noted that everyone is to receive ashes in the same manner. 
The practice will be at once traditional and innovative: “[the 
Priest] addresses all those present and only once says the formula 
… ‘Repent, and believe in the Gospel’ or ‘Remember that you 
are dust, and to dust you shall return.’ The Priest then cleanses 
his hands, puts on a face mask and distributes the ashes to those 
who come to him or, if appropriate, he goes to those who are 
standing in their places. The priest takes the ashes and sprinkles 
them on the head of each one without saying anything.”3

1 See Rev. Edward McNamara, “Ashes and How to Impose Them” (Feb 17, 2015). Available on Zenit.org.
2 Circular Letter, Congregation of Divine Worship (1988). Quoted in Fr. McNamara’s post.
3 “Note on Ash Wednesday: Distribution of Ashes in Time of Pandemic,” Congregation for Divine Worship 
(2021). Available on cultodivino.va.

“Ask a priest” will be a regular format for our Holy Teaching section in the coming months. Submit your own 
question to bulletin@stgertrude.org for one of our Dominican priests to answer in the bulletin!
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OFFERING
St. Gertrude Parish Weekly 

Collection and Budget Report

Please submit your Mass announcements & 
bulletin articles to: bulletin@stgertrude.org

6543 Miami Avenue, Cincinnati, OH 45243
513.561.5954 | FAX 513.561.7184 | www.StGertrude.org 

BULLETIN

2/28/21

MATERIALS DUE

2/17/21

BULLETIN DEADLINE

Monday, 
February 15

Tuesday, 
February 16

Wednesday, 
February 17

Thursday, 
February 18

Friday, 
February 19

Saturday, 
February 20

Sunday, 
February 21

Parish Office 
Closed – 

Presidents’ Day

True Devotion
12:30 p.m.
Parish Center 
St. Dominic Lobby

Prayer Shawl
10:30 a.m.
Parish Center 
St. Joseph Mtg. Rm.

Cana Family
9:30 a.m.
Parish Center 
St. Dominic Lobby

Stations of the 
Cross
7:00 p.m.
Church

Religious 
Education
9:00 & 11:00 a.m.
School Cafeteria & 
Atrium

Religious 
Education
3:30 p.m.
School Atrium

Children’s Choir
3:00 p.m.
Parish Center 
St. Dominic Lobby

Rosary Makers
3:00 p.m.
Parish Center 
St. Joseph Mtg. Rm.

Regina Veritatis 
Team Meeting
6:30 p.m.
Parish Center 
Music Room

HSYM 
Discipleship Cells
7:00 p.m.
Parish Center

SportsLeader
6:00 p.m.
Parish Center 
St. Joseph Mtg. Rm.

Religious Education
4:30 p.m.
School Atrium

Adult Choir 
7:00 p.m.
Parish Center 
St. Dominic Lobby

Dominican Rite 
Mass
7:30 p.m.
Church

Boosters 
7:00 p.m.
Parish Center 
St. Joseph Mtg. Rm.

Boy Scouts
7:00 p.m.
School Cafeteria

Healing Rosary
7:00 p.m.
Church

Real Friendship
7:30 p.m.
Parish Center 
St. Dominic Lobby

RCIA 
7:00 p.m.
Parish Center 
St. Dominic Lobby

THE WEEK AHEAD

For guidelines about meetings on campus and 
scheduling information, please visit:
 stgertrude.org/covid-19-guidelines/.

Collection for February 7
Weekly Budget 	 $	 38,235
Collection 	 $	 31,688
Weekly Deficit	 ($	 6,547)

Fiscal Year-To-Date (for year ending June 30, 2021)
Fiscal YTD Budget	 $	 1,263,529
Fiscal YTD Actual	 $	 1,277,928
Fiscal YTD Surplus	 $	 14,399

COVER IMAGE: COVER PHOTO BY NICK 
STARESINIC.
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Parish Staff
Rev. George Schommer, O.P., pastor
Rev. Clement Dickie, O.P., parochial vicar 
Rev. John Mark Solitario, O.P., parochial vicar 

Dominican Friars in Residence
Very Rev. John Langlois, O.P., prior
Rev. Joseph Alobaidi, O.P.
Rev. John Corbett, O.P.
Rev. Paul J. Keller, O.P.
Rev. Michael Mary Dosch, O.P., novice master

St. Gertrude School – 513.561.8020
Principal – Sr. Maria Christi Greve, O.P.	 ext 1101
Vice Principal – Mr. Travis Johnson	 ext 1101
PTO President – Sarah Schilling	 513.315.1053
School Advisory Council 

Office of Administration – 513.561.5954
Receptionists – Susan Kane & Teri Forlini	 ext 2101
Business Manager – Don Regan 	 ext 2102
Wedding/Bereavement Coordinator – 
  AnnaMaria Spurgin 	 amspurgin@stgertrude.org
Bulletin Editor 	 bulletin@stgertrude.org
Sacristan – Sheila Saalfeld 	 ext 2401
Director of Music – Catherine Fishlock	 ext 2116

Office of Evangelization – 513.561.5954
Executive Director – Brad Bursa, PhD	 ext 2109
Primary Evangelization: PK-2nd Grade & Catechesis of the 
Good Shepherd 
 Cindy Wurzelbacher 	 ext 2109
Jr. High Evangelization: 3rd-8th Grade – Bryan Wells 	 ext 2109
Jr. High Youth Ministry: 7th-8th Grade – Bryan Wells 	 ext 2109
High School Youth Ministry – Megan Dickert 	 ext 2109
Executive Assistant – Kristen Eggers 	 513.561.8369
Aquinas Society of Cincinnati (Adults & Families) – 
 Rev. Clement Dickie, O.P.
Rites of Christian Initiation (R.C.I.A.) – 
 Rev. John Mark Solitario, O.P.

Corporal Works of Mercy
Helping Hands – Nancy Lucas 	 stgerthh@gmail.com
Knights of Columbus – Phil Motz	 513-444-5072
Ladies of Charity – Jean Wilkinson 	 513.498.5085
Parish Health Ministry – Jeanne Palcic 	 513.317.4123
Pregnancy Center East (for all pregnancy needs)	 513.321.3100
Soup Kitchen – Andy Cordier 	 513.248.1005
St. Vincent De Paul Society – Jim Spurgin 	 513.561.5954, ext 2112
Visitation of the Sick – Judy Hartmann 	 513.984.803

Vocations Directors
Archdiocese of Cincinnati – Fr. Dan Schmitmeyer	 513.421.3131
Dominican Friars – 
 Fr. Jacob Bertrand Janczyk, O.P.	 DominicanFriars.org
Nashville Dominican Sisters – Sr. Mara Grace, O.P.	 615.256.5486

Spiritual Works of Mercy
Baptism Team –
Circle of Prayer – Barbara Rose 	 prayercirclesg@gmail.com
Communion to Sick – Judy Hartmann 	 513.984.803
Natural Family Planning – David & Ann Stein 	 513.561.5751
Pastoral Council – Mark Kosobud 	 513.469.0852
Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration 	 513.561.5954 ext 2136
Prayer Ministry for the Dying – Pat Collins 	 513.265.1897
Regina Veritatis Prayer & Healing – Nealy Mechley 	513.505.1740
Respect Life – Debbie Graham 	 513.984.4766
Rosary Making – Larry Ball 	 513.831.8572
Unbound Ministry – Nealy Mechley	 513.505.1740

Liturgical Ministries
Adult Choir – Catherine Fishlock	 513.561.5954
Contemporary Music Ensemble – Paul Kindt	 513.697.9208
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion – 	 513.561.5954
Lectors – 	 513.561.5954 ext 1123
Resurrection Choir – Marty Cunningham	 513.891.4226
The St. Anne and the Child Mary Guild – 
 Cristina Genung	 513.404.6011
St. Joseph the Worker Society – 
 Rev. Clement Dickie, O.P.	 513.561.5954
Ushers – Douglas Postler	 513.791.6298
Viri Selecti – Ben Hoffmann	 pxaw@hotmail.com
Youth Choir – Catherine Fishlock	 513.561.5954

Spiritual Groups
Adult Bible Study – 	 513.561.5954
Amiguitas del Corazón de Jesús – 
 Nora Klopp-Frias	 noraklopp08@gmail.com
Angelic Warfare Confraternity – 
 Rev. John Mark Solitario, O.P.	 513.561.5954
Benedictine Oblates – Mark Milliron	 513.536.6275
Catholic Men’s Fellowship – Paul Rieger	 513.885.593
Confraternity of the Most Holy Rosary – 
 Brian Zappia	 513.791.7299
Dominican Laity (Bishop Fenwick) – 
 Jonathan Ring	 ringjp@gmail.com
Dominican Laity (OLP) – 
 Mr. Fred Thomas, O.P.	 513.335.1700 or fth5131119@aol.com
FAMILIA/CANA Family For Mothers – 
 Anita Pappalardo	 513.248.8237
Holy Family Prayer Group – Malissa Frohlich	 513.519.5197 
Special Needs Moms Support Group – 
 Tina Rolfes	 tina.rolfes123@gmail.com
True Devotion to Mary – Anne Collins	 513.984.4708

Parish Groups
Athletic Boosters – Marc Gerwel	 513.774.7779
Boy Scouts – Robert Dinga	 612.616.8242
Cub Scouts – Chris De Brunner	 513.379.1010
Garden Club – Susan Brokaw	 513.702.6877
Lenten Fish Fry – Rob Mancini	 513.520.6360
Little Flower Library – Susan Santos	 513.504.0205
Parish Coffee – Mark Findley	 513.417.9227

PARISH DIRECTORY



513.225.6428
www.homeography.biz
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  Treating Your Home
  Like Our Own

Roofi ng • Siding • Gutters
Windows • Storm Restoration

7100 Sennet Place 
West Chester, OH 45069

TitanSidingAndRoofing.com

Locally Owned & OperatedCALL TODAY!   
513755ROOF 
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0% 
INTEREST

 for 24 months Financing Available

10 Year Workmanship Warranty

With TMS coupon only. 
 One coupon per customer.  Expires 9/30/19. TMS

$200 OFF
Gutters Min. 150 linear ft.
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 One coupon per customer.  Expires 9/30/19. TMS

$500 OFF
Any Roof or Siding

project must be 1,500 sq. ft. or larger
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 513-574-0005 Residential & Commercial
 www.andersonautomatic.com “Since 1929”

Heating & Cooling
Providing Heating & Cooling Services to Parishioners of St. Gertrude since 1929.

Automatic

Walter St. Clair RoofingWalter St. Clair Roofing
Serving Cincinnati Since 1923

Roofing & Sheet Metal Work
Slate & Tile Repair

Box Gutters & Seamless Gutters
Jerry St. Clair, pariShioner           641-3265

gertz  law
Y O U R  F A M I L Y ’ S  L A W Y E R

GERTZLAW.COM
	 Reading	Office	 Loveland	Office
 (513) 554-1868 (513) 583-1549

Susan	Marie	Allspach,	Esq.
Anthony	J.	Gertz,	Esq.
Anthony	J.	Gertz	II,	Esq.

•	Probate	Administration/Estate	Planning/Wills/Trusts
•	Divorce/Family	Law/Litigation

•	Business/Corporate	Transactions/Contracts

Now Offering Permanent Makeup
(513) 429-3110

7835 Camargo Road, Madeira, OH
www.thedeluxenailsspa.com

Voted Best
of CinCinnati

 2018

Mon-Fri 9:30a-8:00p
Sat 9:30a-6:30p
Sun 11:00a-6:00p

Full Service inSulation

Environmental Company
Asbestos & Mold Removal

(513) 242-0600

Central Insulation
Systems, Inc.

Electric Company Inc.
350 Pike Street, Covington, KY

859-491-2984

Robert L. Franer III, AAMS®

Parishioner & Member of The Catholic Financial Planners Network
Faith based Financial Planning and Investment Management

513-334-1621 (O) | 513-434-3583 (C) 
robert.l.franer@lpl.com
www.franerfinancialadvice.com

Securities offered through LPL Financial, a Registered Investment Advisor, member FINmember FINRA/SIPC

Compliments of
A Friend of the Parish

KLEKAMP PAVING
Asphalt Paving

Patching
Asphalt

Sealcoating

513-561-4600
www.klekamp.com

mattbonhauspainting.com

Compliments of

General Contractors and Land Development Company

6403 Madison, Madisonville • 271-1570 
1793 Ohio Pike, Amelia • 797-4888

Now 2 Locations!

Every family has their traditions...
Traditions can be a part of yours.

INDEPENDENT LIVING
ASSISTED LIVING • MEMORY CARE
7650 CAMARGO ROAD • MADEIRA, OH 45243

513-422-5499 • WWW.TRADITIONSATCAMARGO.COM

Gary BergmanGary Bergman
OCNT-LandscapeOCNT-Landscape

(513) 200-9141(513) 200-9141
designsofnature@embarqmail.comdesignsofnature@embarqmail.com

Landscape Design & Installation
                    Lawn & Bed Care

ROYALMONT ACADEMY
200 Northcrest Drive, Mason, OH

Catholic Preschool • High School • Full and 1/2 day Preschool 
ENROLLING NOW!

513-754-0555 • www.Royalmont.org

FREE PICK UP & DELIVERY SERVICE

513-321-5100
Widmerscleaners.com

7700 Shawnee Run Rd.,
Cincinnati, 45243Premier Dry Cleaners Since 1910

HALPIN
PLUMBING, INC.

513-631-2001
REMODEL/REPAIR

CASTRUCCI
COLLISION

MILFORD
Body Shop Direct Call

831-5460

Organizing & 
decluttering support 

for homes & small 
businesses

A life better organized 
has more time

for living!702-1849

AHP Anderson Hills Plumbing
Residential – Commercial – FREE ESTIMATES

Over 51 Years Experience & Satisfaction
Ernie, Jack, Ralph & Barb Vilardo

6229 Beechmont Avenue  513-232-3821

STRAWSER & STALEY
FUNERAL HOMES

BLUE ASH
9503 Kenwood Rd., Blue Ash OH 45242 

513-791-7203 • www.strawserfuneralhome.com 
Traditional Burial, Pre-Arranged Planning, Green 

Burial, Cremation Service and Pet Death Care.

GEO. H. ROHDE & SON

Funeral HomeFuneral Home
Since 1910

3183 Linwood Ave., Mt. Lookout Sq.3183 Linwood Ave., Mt. Lookout Sq.
Serving Eastern Hills, Mt. Lookout & Hyde ParkServing Eastern Hills, Mt. Lookout & Hyde Park

513-321-0404513-321-0404
www.rohdefuneral.comwww.rohdefuneral.com

Directors: Directors: 
Steve Rohde, Denise Mercier Steve Rohde, Denise Mercier 

& Darrell Schneider& Darrell Schneider

NMLS# 287975

JEFF STANLEY
Portfolio Manager
Financial Advisor
513-762-5317
7755 Montgomery Rd., Cincinnati, OH 45236
Jeff.stanley@morganstanley.com
Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC. Member SIPC. CRC 3376205 12/2020

The Stanley Edwards Group 
at Morgan Stanley

ERIC D. BENDER
Attorney at Law

Moeller (1984)
University of Notre Dame (1988)

U.C. Law (1991)

www.ericbenderlaw.com
Family Law • Wills & Probate

Lawsuits • Guardianship
Adoption

891-5630
9764 Kenwood Road

in Blue Ash
Visa/Mastercard Accepted

ATECH Fire Services
Commercial Fire Protection Services

Fire Extinguisher/Exit Lights/Fire Alarm
Sprinkler/Backflow/Special Hazard

513-755-1222

7319 Columbia Road

Garden Center 
& Landscaping

398-1008
www.sharonnursery.com
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beatrice
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT

TIM BEATRICE
Parishioner

513-254-5620
timbeatrice5@yahoo.com

Knights of Columbus
Archbishop Elder Council

elderkofc.org
Join today.

Visit kofc.org/joinus

Jeff Woodward, Parishioner   513-247-9241
Celebrating 30 years in business

www.wciconstruction.com

Woodward Construction, Inc.

Kinsella

Kitchen & Bath
Remodeling

561-5285
7880 Camargo Rd.

kinsellakitchens.com

Dr. Frederick A. Heiselman
General • Implant

Dentistry
Parishioner

513-561-8600
7140 Miami Ave., 

Ste. 201
fheiselmandds.com

GILSON’S
ENGRAVING

ELEGANT GIFTS

Engraved gifts for all occasionsEngraved gifts for all occasions

7116 Miami Ave.

891-0730
www.gilsonsonline.com
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Chuck Borchers
REALTOR, Parishioner

513-335-4039
charles.borchers@gmail.com
www.chuckborchers.com

Accepting New 
Patients

Dr. Eleanor Endres
Parishioner

513-791-8880 • www.endresdentistry.com
“Oral Health is the Gateway to Healthy Living”

KENWOOD, 7500 MONTGOMERY RD.

513-791-5353
MADISONVILLE, 4418 WHETSEL AVENUE

513-271-0732

Thomas-Justin
Funeral Homes, Inc.
Four Generations of Family Service 

to the Community

OH HVAC Lic. #30854 KY HVAC Lic. M04694
OH Plumbing Lic. #46270

Process
Construction

MECHANICAL CONTRACTOR

Specializing in Piping, HVAC/R,  
Plumbing & Service • Commercial & Industrial

www.processconstruction.com
(513) 251-2211   1421 Queen City Avenue

LANDSCAPE SPECIALISTS, INC.

Hardscape Landscape
• Walkways & Patios • Installations
• Driveways • Renovations
• Retaining Walls • Maintenance
• Drainage Systems Snow Clearing

Quality Service for Over 30 years

396-6400
Ed Witte, Parishioner

WITTEWITTE

Kitchens • Bathrooms

Room Additions

Screen & Covered Porches

Lower Levels & Basements

513.492.8429
7264 Columbia Rd., Ste. 600, Maineville

www.PenderyConstruction.com

HYDE PARK
PAINTING

and
CARPENTRY
321-4100

Remodeling 
Roofing/Gutters • Concrete 

Plumbing/Electric
Drywall • Int./Ext. Painting
Your Complete Home 

Repair Company

LARRY’S 
LOCK, SAFE &  

SECURITY CENTER 
 

791-9163 
 
 
 
 

8005 Plainfield Road 
Cincinnati, OH 45236 

Larry’s
LOCK, SAFE & 

SECURITY CENTER

791-9163

8005 Plainfield Road
Cincinnati, OH 45236

513-396-7446 
fastsigns.com/352

3248 Highland Avenue,  
Cincinnati, OH 45213

Madeira Owned

Let’s make it happen!®

Monika DeRoussel
mderoussel@hotmail.com REALTOR®

513-289-1039

Gilligan Funeral Homes
Established 1877

8225 Montgomery Road • 891-8373
Traditional & Cremation Services

www.gilliganfuneralhomes.com

513-472-1985
www.bestplumbercincinnati.com

$25 OFF with this Ad

Jim Volz
CPA & Trusted

Advisor
794-1551.com

9900 Carver Rd., Blue Ash

Parishioner since 2000

513-561-2400
Stephen K. Shaw   (513) 673-8258
skshawlaw@gmail.com I skshawlaw.com
8157 Camargo Rd., Madeira, OH 45243

WILLS I TRUSTS I PROBATE

Keith D. Jackson DDS
Laura K. Jackson DDS

7113 Miami Avenue Madeira, OH 45243
Tel: (513) 561-5318

February 14, 2021 

6543 Miami Ave., Cincinnati, OH 45243 | (513) 561-5954 | www.stgertrude.org6543 Miami Ave., Cincinnati, OH 45243 | (513) 561-5954 | www.stgertrude.org

TREE TRIMMING 
AND REMOVAL
Joe Semrad III, Local Resident 

Certified Arborist

513.631.4442 
www.ScapesOhio.com

Since 1987


