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beatrice
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT

TIM BEATRICE
Parishioner

513-254-5620
timbeatrice5@yahoo.com

Knights of Columbus
Archbishop Elder Council

elderkofc.org
Join today.

Visit kofc.org/joinus

Jeff Woodward, Parishioner   513-247-9241
Celebrating 30 years in business

www.wciconstruction.com

Woodward Construction, Inc.

Kinsella

Kitchen & Bath
Remodeling

561-5285
7880 Camargo Rd.

kinsellakitchens.com

Dr. Frederick A. Heiselman
General • Implant

Dentistry
Parishioner

513-561-8600
7140 Miami Ave., 

Ste. 201
fheiselmandds.com

GILSON’S
ENGRAVING

ELEGANT GIFTS

Engraved gifts for all occasionsEngraved gifts for all occasions

7116 Miami Ave.

891-0730
www.gilsonsonline.com
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Chuck Borchers
REALTOR, Parishioner

513-335-4039
charles.borchers@gmail.com
chuckborchershomes.com

Accepting New 
Patients

Dr. Eleanor Endres
Parishioner

513-791-8880 • www.endresdentistry.com
“Oral Health is the Gateway to Healthy Living”

KENWOOD, 7500 MONTGOMERY RD.

513-791-5353
MADISONVILLE, 4418 WHETSEL AVENUE

513-271-0732

Thomas-Justin
Funeral Homes, Inc.
Four Generations of Family Service 

to the Community

OH HVAC Lic. #30854 KY HVAC Lic. M04694
OH Plumbing Lic. #46270

Process
Construction

MECHANICAL CONTRACTOR

Specializing in Piping, HVAC/R,  
Plumbing & Service • Commercial & Industrial

www.processconstruction.com
(513) 251-2211   1421 Queen City Avenue

LANDSCAPE SPECIALISTS, INC.

Hardscape Landscape
• Walkways & Patios • Installations
• Driveways • Renovations
• Retaining Walls • Maintenance
• Drainage Systems Snow Clearing

Quality Service for Over 30 years

396-6400
Ed Witte, Parishioner

WITTEWITTE

Kitchens • Bathrooms

Room Additions

Screen & Covered Porches

Lower Levels & Basements

513.492.8429
7264 Columbia Rd., Ste. 600, Maineville

www.PenderyConstruction.com

HYDE PARK
PAINTING

and
CARPENTRY
321-4100

Remodeling 
Roofing/Gutters • Concrete 

Plumbing/Electric
Drywall • Int./Ext. Painting
Your Complete Home 

Repair Company

LARRY’S 
LOCK, SAFE &  

SECURITY CENTER 
 

791-9163 
 
 
 
 

8005 Plainfield Road 
Cincinnati, OH 45236 

Larry’s
LOCK, SAFE & 

SECURITY CENTER

791-9163

8005 Plainfield Road
Cincinnati, OH 45236

513-396-7446 
fastsigns.com/352

3248 Highland Avenue,  
Cincinnati, OH 45213

Madeira Owned

Let’s make it happen!®

Monika DeRoussel
mderoussel@hotmail.com REALTOR®

513-289-1039

Gilligan Funeral Homes
Established 1877

8225 Montgomery Road • 891-8373
Traditional & Cremation Services

www.gilliganfuneralhomes.com

513-472-1985
www.bestplumbercincinnati.com

$25 OFF with this Ad

Jim Volz
CPA & Trusted

Advisor
794-1551.com

9900 Carver Rd., Blue Ash

Parishioner since 2000

513-561-2400
Stephen K. Shaw   (513) 673-8258
skshawlaw@gmail.com I skshawlaw.com
8157 Camargo Rd., Madeira, OH 45243

WILLS I TRUSTS I PROBATE

Keith D. Jackson DDS
Laura K. Jackson DDS

7113 Miami Avenue Madeira, OH 45243
Tel: (513) 561-5318

May 2, 2021

6543 Miami Ave., Cincinnati, OH 45243 | (513) 561-5954 | www.stgertrude.org6543 Miami Ave., Cincinnati, OH 45243 | (513) 561-5954 | www.stgertrude.org

TREE TRIMMING 
& REMOVAL

Joe Semrad III, Local Resident 
Certified Arborist

513-631-4442
ScapesOhio.com

Since 1987
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MASSES AND CONFESSIONS AT ST. GERTRUDE

Parish Office Hours
Monday-Friday: 8:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
School Office Hours
Monday-Friday: 7:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 
Church Hours
Every day: 7:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m.

Parish Office Info

PUBLIC WORSHIP AT ST. GERTRUDE CHURCH 
IN TIME OF PANDEMIC 

Updated April 1, 2021 

 

"The Coronavirus pandemic, despite positive trends and widespread vaccination, is not yet over.  For 
that reason, the dispensation from the Sunday Mass obligation will remain in place at 
least for now to not unduly burden the consciences of those who have serious health concerns, 
either for themselves or for someone in their immediate care. Likewise, please maintain vigilance 
when it comes to wearing masks, social distancing and using hand sanitizer in church. The health 
and safety of our communities continues to be of paramount importance."  

– Archbishop Dennis M. Schnurr, Letter to the Faithful of the Archdiocese, March 15, 2021 
 

HEALTH AND SAFETY MEASURES 
• Keep a prudent distance inside the church. Ushers will help ensure safe seating on Sundays. 
• We ask that the faithful wear cloth masks for the sake of the common good. People with breathing 
difficulties and young children should not wear masks. 
• Only friars, sisters, novices, lay ministers and a limited number of staff members will be in the 
sanctuary and sacristy.  
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
• You are not obliged to receive Holy Communion at every Mass you attend. Consider making a 
spiritual communion, or receiving at a weekday Mass. 
• The faithful who choose to receive Holy Communion will come up to the altar rail, where one or 
two priests will distribute the sacred host. Keep space in line, and only remove your mask at the rail. 
• You may receive in the hand or on the tongue, kneeling or standing. Note: the rail is a high-contact 
surface. 

             Mass & Confession Schedule 

SUNDAY 
   8:00 a.m. Mass  
10:00 a.m. Conventual Mass 
12:00 p.m. Mass 
  6:00 p.m. Mass 
 

WEEKDAYS 
  7:00 a.m. Mass 
  8:00 a.m. Mass 
11:30 a.m. Conventual Mass 
12:00 p.m. Midday Prayer in Church 
  4:00 p.m. Confessions in Church 
  7:30 p.m. Confessions in Church 
       (Wednesdays Only) 
 

SATURDAY 
  8:00 a.m. Conventual Mass 
11:30 a.m. Mass 
  3:30 p.m. Confessions in Church 
  4:30 p.m. Mass (Sunday Anticipated) 

Monday, May 3, SS. Philip and James (F)
	 7:00 a.m.	 †Jack Schuler/Jeanne Johantges
	 8:00 a.m.	 †Donald Sammons, Sr./Rick Sammons
	 11:30 a.m.	 †Deceased Members of the Dominican Order

Tuesday, May 4, Easter Weekday
	 7:00am	 †Dorothy Arozarena/Laura Ringenbach
	 8:00am	 †Richard & Patricia Rauckhorst/
		    The Juergens Family
	 11:30am	 †Barbara Dugan/The Stines Family

Wednesday, May 5, St. Vincent Ferrer, OP (M)
	 7:00am	 †Terry Scales/Maureen Gallagher
	 8:00am	 Micheline Finley/Paul & Eileen Ramstetter
	 11:30am	 †James Bacho, Jr./Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Kenny

Thursday, May 6, Easter Weekday
	 7:00am	 †Tim Ney/Courtney Roberts
	 8:00am	 †Shirley Runck/Mary Jo Morgan
	 11:30am	 †Mary Lou Brockman/Jerry & Barb Beitman

Friday, May 7, Easter Weekday
	 7:00am	 †Tom Stevic/Ellie, Rita, Betsy & Kathy
	 8:00am	 †Thomas Finch/Mary Schmidt
	 11:30am	 †Elizabeth (Mitzi) Smith/
		    Trish & Steve Krehbiel

Saturday, May 8, Easter Weekday
	 8:00am	 †Violet Hoffman/Dolores Brandstetter
	 11:30am	 †Deceased Members of the Ladies of Charity/
		    The Ladies of Charity

May 8-9, 6th Sunday of Easter
Saturday – 4:30 p.m.
		  †Regina Micca/The Isaacs Family
Sunday – 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., 12:00 p.m. & 6:00 p.m.
		  People of St. Gertrude
		  †Georgiana Buckley/The Woodward Family 
		  Mother’s Day Novena
		  †Barbara Carrillo/Elvira Carrillo
		  †Maria Xuan Doan/Thien Cao
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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

COVER IMAGE: “Vine of the Cross,” photograph by 
Very Rev. Lawrence Lew, O.P. Detail from an embroidered 
chasuble in St Dominic’s Priory, Newcastle.

CHURCH DECOR AND 
THE MYSTERIES OF GOD
You may have noticed a different style 
of seasonal decorations over the last 
few months, and the removal of some 
devotional art works that had been added 
over the last few years. I want to share with 

you the reflections that led to this change.

A couple of weeks ago, on April 16th, the parish observed the 60th 
anniversary of the dedication of the current church. The Masses that 
day had the rank of a Solemnity with the singing of the Gloria and 
the recitation of the Creed. An evening Mass in the Dominican Rite 
was also celebrated. The liturgical prayers highlighted the mystery 
of the Temple of God, which is the Church. In the Opening Collect, 
we asked God to “hear the prayers of your people and grant that 
in this place for you there may always be pure worship and for us, 
fullness of redemption.” That beautiful turn of phrase emphasizes 
that a church is to be a place of prayer and worship – a place of 
encounter with God who is ever close to His people. The Preface 
of the Mass affirms the creative work of God and summarizes the 
purpose of a church: “For in this visible house that you have let 
us build and where you never cease to show favor to the family 
on pilgrimage to you in this place, you wonderfully manifest and 
accomplish the mystery of your communion with us. Here you 
build up for yourself the temple that we are and cause your Church, 
spread throughout the world, to grow ever more and more as the 
Lord’s own Body, till she reaches her fullness in the vision of peace, 
the heavenly city Jerusalem.” Through liturgical celebrations, 
devotional expressions, and individual prayers, God acts in our lives 
to bring us into the fullness of life.

Our parish church is theologically rich in its design and symbols. 
The architect is Edward Schulte, whose work can be seen all around 
our city, including the Cathedral Basilica of St. Peter in Chains, St. 
Cecilia in Oakley, Christ the King in Mt. Lookout, and Holy Trinity 
in Norwood. In a personal memoir, Schulte wrote: “The architect 
privileged to design churches should shun artificialities, affectations, 
illusions, and dissimulations; a church should be designed to serve 
as an analogy of the sacred through its beauty” (from The Lord Was 
My Client, p. 124). About St. Gertrude Church, he wrote, “The 
church is contemporary in design but retaining all the elements 
that contribute to a composition recognizable as a church dedicated 
to Christian worship” (p. 125). There is an integrity to the design 
and appointments of our parish church that draw attention to the 
sanctuary with the “altar supporting a free-standing golden cross 
of majestic size, suggesting the tree of life with symbols of the 
Eucharist at its base, and an ivory corpus framed by twelve panels of 

historic Eucharistic symbols” (p. 125). By design, our attention is 
drawn to focus on the Sacred Mysteries.

As a pastor, I believe that it is important to maintain and respect 
the architectural design of a church so that it retains its coherence. 
For guidance, I look to the General Instruction of the Roman 
Missal and the chapter on “The Arrangement and Ornamentation 
of Churches.” In this chapter, the Church provides instruction 
on decorations and sacred images. One principle is: “Moderation 
should be observed in the decoration of the altar…. Floral 
decoration should always show moderation and be arranged around 
the altar rather than on the altar table.” Regarding sacred images, 
the Church instructs that sacred images “should be so arranged 
so as to lead the faithful toward the mysteries of faith celebrated 
there. Care should, therefore, be taken that their number not be 
increased indiscriminately, and moreover that they be arranged 
in proper order so as not to draw the attention of the faithful to 
themselves and away from the celebration itself. There should 
usually be only one image of any given Saint.” Lastly, the GIRM 
states, “Every effort should be made, even in minor matters, to 
observe appropriately the requirements of art and ensure that a 
noble simplicity is combined with elegance.”

Following these principles 
is the rationale for how 
our church is decorated 
with flowers, etc. in 
festive seasons and the 
recent removal of some of 
the sacred images. (They 
have been put in storage.) 

Our attention is given to the celebration of the Sacred Mysteries on 
the altar in communion with the angels and saints, some of whose 
images surround us (including those saints in the stained-glass 
windows). We have a beautiful church made with solid materials 
in noble simplicity. With minds and hearts and voices, we are 
invited to worship the Triune God as we acclaim Holy, Holy, Holy 
Lord God of hosts. He is the one who summons us to gather in 
communion with Him and with one another.

Let us love one another and pray for each other,
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SCHOOL NEWS

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR PRIMARY STUDENTS, MR. GILLUM AND THE PRIMARY TEACHERS 
FOR AN ENTERTAINING AND INSPIRATIONAL PRIMARY PROGRAM, FISH TALES PERFORMED 
APRIL 19TH FOR PARENTS!

SGS PLAYERS PERFORMED THE JUNGLE BOOK KIDS ON APRIL 16 AND 18. THE PERFORMANCE 
WAS STREAMED FOR ONLINE AUDIENCES ON APRIL 24 AND 25. CONGRATULATIONS TO 
ALL THE STUDENTS AND PARENTS WHO MADE THIS YEAR’S THEATRE POSSIBLE DESPITE 
ALL OBSTACLES! THE JUNGLE BOOK KIDS WAS ENJOYABLE AND LIVELY FROM BEGINNING  
TO END!
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EVANGELIZATION

(TRYING TO) LIVE THE 
MISSION: GOD KEEPS 
MESSING UP MY PLANS 
BY BRAD BURSA

The Resurrection accounts are basically 
stories wherein Jesus wrecks plans. He’s 
a plan-wrecker. 

Heading to the tomb to embalm His body? He’s not there. 
Returning to an old way of life in Emmaus? He turns them right 
around. Staunch disbelief? He’ll stick your hand in His side. Want 
to fish off the left side of the boat? “Toss it starboard,” He says. 
Getting comfy hiding in the Upper Room? “Go to Galilee.” Trying 
to eat a meal in hiding? He just walked through the wall and is 
looking at you. Pumped that He rose from the dead and is going 
to be with us forever? He ascends into heaven, remaining with us 
forever, but in a way we’d never expect. 

Admittedly, I don’t know much about the ways of the Lord. But this 
I know for certain: The Lord messes up plans and He consistently 
confronts mine and shatters them. What a blessing. 

When I get “stuck,” or “fixated” on a plan I have, however 
beautifully hand-crafted or cleverly contrived, I fool myself into 
thinking I’m the author of life, that I make things happen, that I can 
tell God what to do, that I can fashion God according to my image 
and likeness (instead of the other way around). In His mercy, severe 
as it seems from time-to-time, God trashes my imaginary plans and 
invites me into the real. Now, this does not seem to be the case 
every time, but it happens with sound frequency. He calls me to let 
go of control. He challenges me to relinquish the icy death-grip I 
use to find security in my own devices at home or away. He made 
my children out to be nocturnal creatures, and ones who constantly 
provoke me to return to questions about what life is all about and 
to leave illusion behind. 

The Resurrection accounts are not mere 
interruptions of life. These are not chance 
encounters that simply disturb the flow of plans, 
which can then be resumed as soon as He can be 
passed off to bother someone else. No. The post-
Resurrection encounters we read about during this 
Easter season describe radical, life-altering events. 
These are not pauses in plans that will eventually 
be resumed. Jesus encountering the disciples and 
their plans is like a wrecking ball meeting an old 
building. The plan is no more. Jesus has a new way and he’s inviting 
us into it. This is no interruption such that one can then continue 
on his own way. This is conversion and entering into The Way. 

“God doesn’t meet expectations.” 

I once heard this line in a talk. 

The speaker went on to conclude the thought: “He exceeds them.” 

In reality, my expectations are rather small. I don’t know what I 
don’t know. But, God knows all and He invites me to let go of, to 
surrender my constant demands and my tiny plans, that He might 
exceed them in unfathomable ways. 

How can one do this? How can one open himself or herself up to God? 

Well, I can think of two ways right off the bat.

The first involves actually exercising hope – that radical entrustment 
of the future (and all my plans for it) into the hands of God with no 
strings attached. It turns out that this radical surrender is horribly 
difficult and must, it seems to me, become a daily, hourly, even 
minute-ly exercise in hope, because we are darn good at handing 
something off and then grabbing it (or parts of it) back. We like the 
“undo” button. 

Second, I am reminded of Jean-Pierre de Caussade’s spiritual 
classic Abandonment to Divine Providence. Here, de Caussade reminds 
his readers that precisely within the present moment, within your 
present circumstances in your state in life, amid the duties and 
cares and responsibilities of the day, that the Lord and His Will are 
to be discovered. Plans launch me far into the illusory and idealistic 
future, while God is always really now. The Resurrection accounts 
make this abundantly clear. And in each story, as He annihilates 
peoples’ plans, Jesus invites His disciples to enter profoundly into 
the mystery of the Resurrection which is only possible by entering 
profoundly into His presence in the present moment. 

God is a plan-wrecker and an inviter into something much bigger 
and better than I could conceive of on my own. He invites me to 
let go of my plans and to enter into the mystery of that wrecking 

ball that is the Resurrected 
Jesus – the one who tears 
down walls, fishes like a 
genius, has a pierced heart 
that touches ours, sets 
hearts on fire, illuminates 
minds, gives peace that the 
ways of the world cannot 
– that He might lead me 
down new pathways. One 
such pathway might be 
getting some Cheerios 

for my three-year-old who is identifying herself with her hunger, 
instead of trying to come up with some profound point by which to 
polish off this piece. Maybe that is profound enough. 
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PARISH NEWS

PLEASE PRAY FOR...
THE SICK: 
Michael Bell, Bettie Caudill, Ann Cerone, Marguerite Crema, 
Kylee Dawson, Triset Defonseka, Ed Doll, Jean Ellert, Kathy 
Elsbernd, Lisa Ely, Bob Gerwin, Andrew Goad, Cameron 
Goad, Matthew Goad, Glenn Grismere, Loretta Holden, 
Hummel Family, Megan Johnson, Aiko Kimura, Ed Kinney, 
Janice Koncius, Nancy Lucas, Sandra Munyon, Gerry Patterson, 
Michelle (Lydon) Ruscher, Jane Sansalone, Ellen Schaengold, 
Patricia Scherer, Pegge Schuermann, Richard Seifert, Teddie 
Slaper, Jack Spilker, Jim Spurgin, Patricia Strauss, Judy Sullivan, 
Mary Saul, Mary Valker and Bill Van Hise

THOSE IN THE ARMED FORCES: 
Patrick Burke, Cole and Kyle Foster, Dominic Geraci, Daniel 
Holian, Mike Huber, Aaron Jacobson, Jacob Kramb, John 
Kramb, Kelly Leugers, John Oscar, Sarah Ries, Dan Roseman, 
Andrew Shannon, and Ian Tester

THE RECENTLY DECEASED
Jeanne Hannan – mother of Lauren & Hollie

LET US PRAY

Child: Lucy Genevieve Smith
Parents: Mary Clare & Jacob Smith

BAPTISM

MARIAN CONSECRATION – JUNE 12TH
On June 12, the Fatima statue will arrive at 
St. Gertrude, one of the stops during the 
Archdiocese’s Bicentennial Marian 
Pilgrimage. Part of our celebration will 
include a Marian concert at 7pm, followed 
by a Marian Consecration ceremony. 
In order to prepare for the consecration, 
the Archdiocese has provided PLENTY 
of complimentary copies of the pamphlet 

version of Fr. Michael Gaitley’s 33 Days to Morning Glory, which 
are available in the church. For those who wish to make the 
consecration on June 12, you will begin your 33 days of 
preparation on May 10. 
The parish will be offering the video-based program for the 
book, as well. These talks will be shown in the Parish Center 
Lobby from 7:00-8:15 p.m. on the following dates: 
	 May 6th – Introduction and St. Louis de Montfort
	 May 20th – St. Maximilian Kolbe and 
	 Blessed Mother Teresa
	 June 3rd – St. Pope John Paul II and Conclusion

FLOWER SALE
The St. Gertrude Respect Life Ministry will be selling beautiful 
hanging flower baskets and 4 1/2” individual potting plants at all 
Masses on Mother’s Day weekend, May 8 and 9. All proceeds 
benefit Right to Life of Greater Cincinnati. 
These baskets make a perfect gift for Mother’s Day and for your 
own garden and can be purchased with cash or checks made 
out to Right to Life. Questions? Contact Jana Widmeyer at 
jmwidmeyer@gmail.com.

3RD-8TH GRADE  
(GIRLS) VOLLEYBALL 
REGISTRATION IS OPEN

	 Please visit the SGS Boosters website for more information 
and to register: sgsbulldogs.org/registration.

	 Practices will tentatively start in August and season runs 
through mid-October.

	 Registration will remain open until May 16.
	 If you have any questions, or are interested in coaching 

(must be a parishioner 21 years or older) please contact the 
girls’ coordinator Shannon Schuler at shannon_schuler@
hotmail.com.

MOTHER’S DAY NOVENA
A beautiful spiritual remembrance for your 
Mother, Grandmother, Aunts or friends is 
to enroll them in the Mother’s Day Novena 
of Masses to be offered here at St. Gertrude 
Church. This Novena of nine Masses begins on Mother’s Day 
through May 17. Novena Cards are available at the entrances of 
the Church and also at the parish office in the school.

http://sgsbulldogs.org/registration
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COMMUNITY

CALLING ALL LADIES OF CHARITY
There will be an organizational meeting on Saturday, May 22nd at 
10:00 a.m. in the St. Joseph’s room in the Parish Center. We will 
make our plans for the upcoming Summer and Fall activities – 
Treasure Mart and Craft Fair.
Please plan to join us. Invite a friend. Come meet new friends 
and enjoy serving fellow members of our community. Any 
woman who is 18 years or older and is a practicing Catholic is 
welcome to join. Need more information? Please contact Jean 
Wilkinson at 498-5085.

LOC 2021 ANNUAL TREASURE MART
July 17th from 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.: The excitement is 
building! Have you been saving your donations? It will be here 
before you know it! Donations can be dropped off at the parish 
gym beginning Tuesday, July 13th through Thursday, July 15th 
from 9:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m. On Friday, July 16th donations will 
be accepted from 9:00 a.m.-12:00 Noon. PLEASE NOTE: We 
do NOT have storage to accept your donations sooner than the 
dates above. More details to follow. Thank you for your support. 
Questions? Please call Jean Wilkinson at 513-498-5085.

GENTLEMEN INTERESTED IN 
VOLUNTEERING AT PREGNANCY 
CENTER EAST?
Male mentors empower men to advocate for their unborn 
children. Training provided. Please contact Pregnancy Center 
East at 513-321-3100 or Kbonner@pregnancycentereast.com 
for more information.

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER
The City of Madeira and the Village of Indian Hill will once again 
join together on Thursday, May 6, 2021 in observance of the 70th 
Annual National Day of Prayer. The national theme is, “Lord, 
Pour Out Your Love, Life, and Liberty” with 2 Corinthians 3:17 
as the theme scripture. For more information about the national 
theme, go to www.nationaldayofprayer.org.
This year’s observance will be sponsored by the City of Madeira 
and will be held at McDonald Commons Park (7451 Dawson 
Road) at the Veterans Memorial starting at 7:30 a.m. Fr. George 
will be attending this event, and we hope many parishioners will 
be present as well. 

LAY CATHOLIC STUDIES
Mount St. Mary’s School of Theology is sponsored 
by the Archdiocese of Cincinnati and offers 
lay men and women the opportunity to earn a 
Certificate or Graduate degree, take classes for 

personal enrichment, and grow in faith while preparing for new 
opportunities. Classes are offered weeknight evenings, Saturday 
morning, and throughout the day. Choose from courses in 
Doctrine, Liturgy, Philosophy, History, Scripture, Theology, and 
Pastoral Studies. Outstanding teachers, flexible components, 
and a supportive environment allow busy adults to learn while 
maintaining work and family commitments. Fall semester 
begins in mid-August. For information on courses and program 
options, see our website, www.athenaeum.edu or call 513-231-
1200. For information on the Certificate or Master’s degree in 
Pastoral Ministry, call 513-233-6127. 

http://www.nationaldayofprayer.org/
http://www.athenaeum.edu
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HOLY TEACHING

ASK A PRIEST – DEATH 
TO SIN, LIFE WITH GOD 
(CONTINUED)
BY FR. JOHN MARK SOLITARIO, O.P. 
Q: What does it mean that Jesus conquered 
sin on the cross? What sin did He conquer? 
If we all still have original sin and we all still 

continue to sin, then what sin did He conquer? 

Q: Since Jesus came to earth as a man to “reset” the human race, please 
explain why we would pay attention to modern theories of evolution?

A: Two weeks ago, we provided an answer to the first question above: 
the sin of Adam and Eve has had lasting consequences for the human 
race BUT those consequences cease to fully exert their force on baptized 
Christians thanks to Jesus’ Resurrection. Sin no longer can state the 
terms of our destiny. Jesus has paid our debt with “credit” left over! 
But now it’s time to tackle the second question, which inquires about 
the “newness” of redeemed humanity. It’s a cool topic, to say the least.

First, it is important to distinguish the principles of our renewal in 
grace (i.e. friendship with God) from the principles at work within 
our human nature (i.e. the metaphysical “friendships” between body 
and soul, if you will). 

Speaking of grace, it is wonderful that God has sent His Son who not 
only enabled the “reset” of our friendship with God but, through the 
gift of His Spirit, made us God’s adopted sons and daughters. God has 
begun a “new creation” in His Son Jesus who died and rose from the 
dead, something that touches us now and will be completed later.

Pay attention to the accounts of the Resurrection read at Mass between 
Easter and Pentecost: The risen Jesus has a real, physical, human 
body. And yet His body has strange and fascinating qualities such as to 
make Him unrecognizable to His friends at first glance, able to pass 
through locked doors, 
and still possessing the 
marks of His Passion 
(see John 20). St. 
Paul marvels over the 
mystery of Christ’s 
death and Resurrection 
and presents it as the 
“first fruits” of our 
own future glorious 
transformation: “Lo! I 
tell you a mystery. We 
shall not sleep, but we 
shall all be changed, 
in a moment, in the 
twinkling of an eye, at 
the last trumpet. For 

the trumpet will sound, and the dead shall be raised unperishable, 
and we shall be changed…” (1 Cor 15:51-52). Yes, we will have 
human bodies at the future resurrection, but they will be “clothed in 
immortality” due to special gifts and powers granted by God through 
his Son Jesus. 

This spiritual renewal that includes bodily promises is not meant to 
completely “outshine” the story of our physical and psychological 
progress as human beings in this life; grace does not make nature 
irrelevant. In the future Resurrection, when all things are made new, 
we will still have truly human souls and bodies, albeit ones that shine 
with the image of Jesus’ glory. Therefore, our having bodies and souls 
is indispensable if we are to imagine what the experience of bodily 
resurrection will be like.

I may not be a scientist searching for the cure to the most recent viral 
menace. But I must recognize that insofar as science gains insights into 
the human nature we all possess, and helps that nature to stay healthy 
and flourish, it can help all of us better appreciate and care for the 
“subject matter” God has created, redeemed, and wishes to lead to the 
indescribable joys of His kingdom.1

So, in short, I would have to say that scientific theories such as evolution 
are worth our interest and study. Not every hypothesis in a culture 
such as our own is going to uphold all the tenants of the Catholic 
faith or share our hopes for the future. But this is not a reason to 
completely disengage such theories. To the contrary, love and interest 
for the humanity we hold in common can become the “springboard” 
for sharing the hope we hold in faith.
1I should mention here projects like “Thomistic Evolution” that help students of science, 
philosophy, and theology to learn from one another about the wonders of what God has 
made. I also know of a Spanish Dominican of the last century, Fr. Juan Arintero, who used the 
phenomenon of development in the natural world to help people understand the growth God 
would accomplish in our spiritual lives.

“Ask a priest” will be a regular format for our Holy Teaching section in the 
coming months. Submit your own question to bulletin@stgertrude.org for one of 
our Dominican priests to answer in the bulletin!

O Supreme Good, I want to love You as no one on 
earth has ever loved You before! I want to adore 
You with every moment of my life and unite my 
will closely to Your holy will. My life is not drab 
or monotonous, but it is varied like a garden of 

fragrant flowers, so that I don’t know which flower to pick first, 
the lily of suffering or the rose of love of neighbor or the violet of 
humility. I will not enumerate these treasures in which my every day 
abounds. It is a great thing to know how to make use of the present 
moment. (Diary, #296)

FROM THE DIARY OF 
ST. MARIA FAUSTINA KOWALSKA

mailto:bulletin@stgertrude.org


8Fifth Sunday of Easter  |  May 2, 2021

OFFERING
St. Gertrude Parish 

Weekly Collection and Budget Report

Please submit your Mass announcements & 
bulletin articles to: bulletin@stgertrude.org
6543 Miami Avenue, Cincinnati, OH 45243

513.561.5954 | FAX 513.561.7184 | www.StGertrude.org 

BULLETIN

5/16/21

MATERIALS DUE

5/5/21

BULLETIN DEADLINE

Monday, 
May 3

Tuesday, 
May 4

Wednesday, 
May 5

Thursday, 
May 6

Friday, 
May 7

Saturday, 
May 8

Sunday, 
May 9

Healing Rosary
7:00 p.m.
Church

Children’s Choir
3:00 p.m.
Parish Center 
St. Dominic Lobby

Adult Choir
7:00 p.m.
Parish Center 
St. Dominic Lobby

Consoling the 
Heart of Jesus
9:00 a.m.
Parish Center 
St. Dominic Lobby

HSYM End of 
Year Party
7:00 p.m.
Parish Center 

Catholic Men’s 
Fellowship
7:30 a.m.
School Cafeteria

Mother’s Day 
Flower Sale
After All Masses

RCIA
7:00 p.m.
Parish Center 
St. Dominic Lobby

Religious 
Education
4:30 p.m.
School Atrium

Peer Ministry 
Meeting
7:00 p.m.
School Cafeteria

RE First 
Communion 
Practice
6:30 p.m.
Church

RE First 
Communion
2:00 p.m.
Church

Boy Scouts
7:00 p.m.
School Cafeteria

Benediction
8:50 p.m.
Church

Regina Veritatis 
Team Meeting
6:30 p.m.
Parish Center 
Music Room

Mother’s Day 
Flower Sale
After 4:30 p.m. Mass

Real Friendship
7:30 p.m.
Parish Center 
St. Dominic Lobby

33 Days to 
Morning Glory
7:00 p.m.
Parish Center 
St. Dominic Lobby

THE WEEK AHEAD

For guidelines about meetings on campus and scheduling information, please visit: stgertrude.org/covid-19-guidelines/.

Collection for April 25
Weekly Budget 	 $	 38,235
Collection 	 $	 25,608
Weekly Deficit	 ($	 12,627)

Fiscal Year-To-Date (for year ending June 30, 2021)
Fiscal YTD Budget	 $	 1,685,882
Fiscal YTD Actual	 $	 1,620,762
Fiscal YTD Deficit	 ($	 65,120)



St. Gertrude Roman Catholic Church9

Parish Staff
Rev. George Schommer, O.P., pastor
Rev. Clement Dickie, O.P., parochial vicar 
Rev. John Mark Solitario, O.P., parochial vicar 

Dominican Friars in Residence
Very Rev. John Langlois, O.P., prior
Rev. Joseph Alobaidi, O.P.
Rev. John Corbett, O.P.
Rev. Paul J. Keller, O.P.
Rev. Michael Mary Dosch, O.P., novice master

St. Gertrude School – 513.561.8020
Principal – Sr. Maria Christi Greve, O.P.	 ext 1101
Vice Principal – Mr. Travis Johnson	 ext 1101
PTO President – Sarah Schilling	 513.315.1053
School Advisory Council 

Office of Administration – 513.561.5954
Receptionists – Susan Kane & Teri Forlini	 ext 2101
Business Manager – Don Regan 	 ext 2102
Wedding/Bereavement Coordinator – 
  AnnaMaria Spurgin 	 amspurgin@stgertrude.org
Bulletin Editor 	 bulletin@stgertrude.org
Sacristan – Sheila Saalfeld 	 ext 2401
Director of Music – Catherine Fishlock	 ext 2116

Office of Evangelization – 513.561.5954
Executive Director – Brad Bursa, PhD	 ext 2109
Primary Evangelization: PK-2nd Grade & Catechesis of the 
Good Shepherd 
 Cindy Wurzelbacher 	 ext 2109
Jr. High Evangelization: 3rd-8th Grade – Bryan Wells 	 ext 2109
Jr. High Youth Ministry: 7th-8th Grade – Bryan Wells 	 ext 2109
High School Youth Ministry – Megan Dickert 	 ext 2109
Executive Assistant – Kristen Eggers 	 513.561.8369
Aquinas Society of Cincinnati (Adults & Families) – 
 Rev. Clement Dickie, O.P.
Rites of Christian Initiation (R.C.I.A.) – 
 Rev. John Mark Solitario, O.P.

Corporal Works of Mercy
Helping Hands – Nancy Lucas 	 stgerthh@gmail.com
Knights of Columbus – Phil Motz	 513-444-5072
Ladies of Charity – Jean Wilkinson 	 513.498.5085
Parish Health Ministry – Jeanne Palcic 	 513.317.4123
Pregnancy Center East (for all pregnancy needs)	 513.321.3100
Soup Kitchen – Andy Cordier 	 soupkitchen@stgertrude.org
St. Vincent De Paul Society – Jim Spurgin 	 513.561.5954, ext 2112
Visitation of the Sick – Judy Hartmann 	 513.984.8003

Vocations Directors
Archdiocese of Cincinnati – Fr. Dan Schmitmeyer	 513.421.3131
Dominican Friars – 
 Fr. Jacob Bertrand Janczyk, O.P.	 DominicanFriars.org
Nashville Dominican Sisters – Sr. Mara Grace, O.P.	 615.256.5486

Spiritual Works of Mercy
Baptism Team –
Circle of Prayer – Barbara Rose 	 prayercirclesg@gmail.com
Communion to Sick – Judy Hartmann 	 513.984.8003
Natural Family Planning – David & Ann Stein 	 513.207.9673
Pastoral Council – Mark Kosobud 	 513.469.0852
Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration 	 513.561.5954 ext 2136
Prayer Ministry for the Dying – Pat Collins 	 513.265.1897
Regina Veritatis Prayer & Healing – Nealy Mechley 	513.505.1740
Respect Life – Debbie Graham 	 513.984.4766
Rosary Making – Larry Ball 	 513.831.8572
Unbound Ministry – Nealy Mechley	 513.505.1740

Liturgical Ministries
Adult Choir – Catherine Fishlock	 513.561.5954
Contemporary Music Ensemble – Paul Kindt	 513.697.9208
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion – 	 513.561.5954
Lectors – 	 513.561.5954 ext 1123
Resurrection Choir – Marty Cunningham	 513.891.4226
The St. Anne and the Child Mary Guild – 
 Cristina Genung	 513.404.6011
St. Joseph the Worker Society – 
 Rev. Clement Dickie, O.P.	 513.561.5954
Ushers – Douglas Postler	 513.791.6298
Viri Selecti – Ben Hoffmann	 pxaw@hotmail.com
Youth Choir – Catherine Fishlock	 513.561.5954

Spiritual Groups
Adult Bible Study – 	 513.561.5954
Amiguitas del Corazón de Jesús – 
 Nora Klopp-Frias	 noraklopp08@gmail.com
Angelic Warfare Confraternity – 
 Rev. John Mark Solitario, O.P.	 513.561.5954
Benedictine Oblates – Mark Milliron	 513.536.6275
Catholic Men’s Fellowship – Paul Rieger	 513.885.5903
Confraternity of the Most Holy Rosary – 
 Brian Zappia	 513.791.7299
Dominican Laity (Bishop Fenwick) – 
 Joan Ratajczak	 jsratajczak@gmail.com
Dominican Laity (Our Lady of Peace) – 
 Mr. Fred Thomas, O.P.	 513.335.1700 or fth5131119@aol.com
FAMILIA/CANA Family For Mothers – 
 Anita Pappalardo	 513.248.8237
Holy Family Prayer Group – Malissa Frohlich	 513.519.5197 
Special Needs Moms Support Group – 
 Tina Rolfes	 tina.rolfes123@gmail.com
True Devotion to Mary – Anne Collins	 513.984.4708

Parish Groups
Athletic Boosters – Marc Gerwel	 513.774.7779
Boy Scouts – Robert Dinga	 612.616.8242
Cub Scouts – Chris De Brunner	 513.379.1010
Garden Club – Susan Brokaw	 513.702.6877
Lenten Fish Fry – Rob Mancini	 513.520.6360
Little Flower Library – Susan Santos	 513.504.0205
Parish Coffee – Mark Findley	 513.417.9227

PARISH DIRECTORY
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 513-574-0005 Residential & Commercial
 www.andersonautomatic.com “Since 1929”

Heating & Cooling
Providing Heating & Cooling Services to Parishioners of St. Gertrude since 1929.

Automatic

Walter St. Clair RoofingWalter St. Clair Roofing
Serving Cincinnati Since 1923

Roofing & Sheet Metal Work
Slate & Tile Repair

Box Gutters & Seamless Gutters
Jerry St. Clair, pariShioner           641-3265

gertz  law
Y O U R  F A M I L Y ’ S  L A W Y E R

GERTZLAW.COM
	 Reading	Office	 Loveland	Office
 (513) 554-1868 (513) 583-1549

Susan	Marie	Allspach,	Esq.
Anthony	J.	Gertz,	Esq.
Anthony	J.	Gertz	II,	Esq.

•	Probate	Administration/Estate	Planning/Wills/Trusts
•	Divorce/Family	Law/Litigation

•	Business/Corporate	Transactions/Contracts

Now Offering Permanent Makeup
(513) 429-3110

7835 Camargo Road, Madeira, OH
www.thedeluxenailsspa.com

Voted Best
of CinCinnati

 2018

Mon-Fri 9:30a-8:00p
Sat 9:30a-6:30p
Sun 11:00a-6:00p

Full Service inSulation

Environmental Company
Asbestos & Mold Removal

(513) 242-0600

Central Insulation
Systems, Inc.

Electric Company Inc.
350 Pike Street, Covington, KY

859-491-2984

Robert L. Franer III, AAMS®

Parishioner & Member of The Catholic Financial Planners Network
Faith based Financial Planning and Investment Management

513-334-1621 (O) | 513-434-3583 (C) 
robert.l.franer@lpl.com
www.franerfinancialadvice.com

Securities offered through LPL Financial, a Registered Investment Advisor, member FINmember FINRA/SIPC

Compliments of
A Friend of the Parish

KLEKAMP PAVING
Asphalt Paving

Patching
Asphalt

Sealcoating

513-561-4600
www.klekamp.com

mattbonhauspainting.com

Compliments of

General Contractors and Land Development Company

6403 Madison, Madisonville • 271-1570 
1793 Ohio Pike, Amelia • 797-4888

Now 2 Locations!

Every family has their traditions...
Traditions can be a part of yours.

INDEPENDENT LIVING
ASSISTED LIVING • MEMORY CARE
7650 CAMARGO ROAD • MADEIRA, OH 45243

513-422-5499 • WWW.TRADITIONSATCAMARGO.COM

Gary BergmanGary Bergman
OCNT-LandscapeOCNT-Landscape

(513) 200-9141(513) 200-9141
designsofnature@embarqmail.comdesignsofnature@embarqmail.com

Landscape Design & Installation
                    Lawn & Bed Care

ROYALMONT ACADEMY
200 Northcrest Drive, Mason, OH

Catholic Preschool • High School • Full and 1/2 day Preschool 
ENROLLING NOW!

513-754-0555 • www.Royalmont.org

FREE PICK UP & DELIVERY SERVICE

513-321-5100
Widmerscleaners.com

7700 Shawnee Run Rd.,
Cincinnati, 45243Premier Dry Cleaners Since 1910

HALPIN
PLUMBING, INC.

513-631-2001
REMODEL/REPAIR

CASTRUCCI
COLLISION

MILFORD
Body Shop Direct Call

831-5460

Organizing & 
decluttering support 

for homes & small 
businesses

A life better organized 
has more time

for living!702-1849

AHP Anderson Hills Plumbing
Residential – Commercial – FREE ESTIMATES

Over 51 Years Experience & Satisfaction
Ernie, Jack, Ralph & Barb Vilardo

6229 Beechmont Avenue  513-232-3821

STRAWSER & STALEY
FUNERAL HOMES

BLUE ASH
9503 Kenwood Rd., Blue Ash OH 45242 

513-791-7203 • www.strawserfuneralhome.com 
Traditional Burial, Pre-Arranged Planning, Green 

Burial, Cremation Service and Pet Death Care.

GEO. H. ROHDE & SON

Funeral HomeFuneral Home
Since 1910

3183 Linwood Ave., Mt. Lookout Sq.3183 Linwood Ave., Mt. Lookout Sq.
Serving Eastern Hills, Mt. Lookout & Hyde ParkServing Eastern Hills, Mt. Lookout & Hyde Park

513-321-0404513-321-0404
www.rohdefuneral.comwww.rohdefuneral.com

Directors: Directors: 
Steve Rohde, Denise Mercier Steve Rohde, Denise Mercier 

& Darrell Schneider& Darrell Schneider

NMLS# 287975

JEFF STANLEY
Portfolio Manager
Financial Advisor
513-762-5317
7755 Montgomery Rd., Cincinnati, OH 45236
Jeff.stanley@morganstanley.com
Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC. Member SIPC. CRC 3376205 12/2020

The Stanley Edwards Group 
at Morgan Stanley

ERIC D. BENDER
Attorney at Law

Moeller (1984)
University of Notre Dame (1988)

U.C. Law (1991)

www.ericbenderlaw.com
Family Law • Wills & Probate

Lawsuits • Guardianship
Adoption

891-5630
9764 Kenwood Road

in Blue Ash
Visa/Mastercard Accepted

ATECH Fire Services
Commercial Fire Protection Services

Fire Extinguisher/Exit Lights/Fire Alarm
Sprinkler/Backflow/Special Hazard

513-755-1222

7319 Columbia Road

Garden Center 
& Landscaping

398-1008
www.sharonnursery.com
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beatrice
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT

TIM BEATRICE
Parishioner

513-254-5620
timbeatrice5@yahoo.com

Knights of Columbus
Archbishop Elder Council

elderkofc.org
Join today.

Visit kofc.org/joinus

Jeff Woodward, Parishioner   513-247-9241
Celebrating 30 years in business

www.wciconstruction.com

Woodward Construction, Inc.

Kinsella

Kitchen & Bath
Remodeling

561-5285
7880 Camargo Rd.

kinsellakitchens.com

Dr. Frederick A. Heiselman
General • Implant

Dentistry
Parishioner

513-561-8600
7140 Miami Ave., 

Ste. 201
fheiselmandds.com

GILSON’S
ENGRAVING

ELEGANT GIFTS

Engraved gifts for all occasionsEngraved gifts for all occasions

7116 Miami Ave.

891-0730
www.gilsonsonline.com
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Chuck Borchers
REALTOR, Parishioner

513-335-4039
charles.borchers@gmail.com
chuckborchershomes.com

Accepting New 
Patients

Dr. Eleanor Endres
Parishioner

513-791-8880 • www.endresdentistry.com
“Oral Health is the Gateway to Healthy Living”

KENWOOD, 7500 MONTGOMERY RD.

513-791-5353
MADISONVILLE, 4418 WHETSEL AVENUE

513-271-0732

Thomas-Justin
Funeral Homes, Inc.
Four Generations of Family Service 

to the Community

OH HVAC Lic. #30854 KY HVAC Lic. M04694
OH Plumbing Lic. #46270

Process
Construction

MECHANICAL CONTRACTOR

Specializing in Piping, HVAC/R,  
Plumbing & Service • Commercial & Industrial

www.processconstruction.com
(513) 251-2211   1421 Queen City Avenue

LANDSCAPE SPECIALISTS, INC.

Hardscape Landscape
• Walkways & Patios • Installations
• Driveways • Renovations
• Retaining Walls • Maintenance
• Drainage Systems Snow Clearing

Quality Service for Over 30 years

396-6400
Ed Witte, Parishioner

WITTEWITTE

Kitchens • Bathrooms

Room Additions

Screen & Covered Porches

Lower Levels & Basements

513.492.8429
7264 Columbia Rd., Ste. 600, Maineville

www.PenderyConstruction.com

HYDE PARK
PAINTING

and
CARPENTRY
321-4100

Remodeling 
Roofing/Gutters • Concrete 

Plumbing/Electric
Drywall • Int./Ext. Painting
Your Complete Home 

Repair Company

LARRY’S 
LOCK, SAFE &  

SECURITY CENTER 
 

791-9163 
 
 
 
 

8005 Plainfield Road 
Cincinnati, OH 45236 

Larry’s
LOCK, SAFE & 

SECURITY CENTER

791-9163

8005 Plainfield Road
Cincinnati, OH 45236

513-396-7446 
fastsigns.com/352

3248 Highland Avenue,  
Cincinnati, OH 45213

Madeira Owned

Let’s make it happen!®

Monika DeRoussel
mderoussel@hotmail.com REALTOR®

513-289-1039

Gilligan Funeral Homes
Established 1877

8225 Montgomery Road • 891-8373
Traditional & Cremation Services

www.gilliganfuneralhomes.com

513-472-1985
www.bestplumbercincinnati.com

$25 OFF with this Ad

Jim Volz
CPA & Trusted

Advisor
794-1551.com

9900 Carver Rd., Blue Ash

Parishioner since 2000

513-561-2400
Stephen K. Shaw   (513) 673-8258
skshawlaw@gmail.com I skshawlaw.com
8157 Camargo Rd., Madeira, OH 45243

WILLS I TRUSTS I PROBATE

Keith D. Jackson DDS
Laura K. Jackson DDS

7113 Miami Avenue Madeira, OH 45243
Tel: (513) 561-5318

May 2, 2021

6543 Miami Ave., Cincinnati, OH 45243 | (513) 561-5954 | www.stgertrude.org6543 Miami Ave., Cincinnati, OH 45243 | (513) 561-5954 | www.stgertrude.org

TREE TRIMMING 
& REMOVAL

Joe Semrad III, Local Resident 
Certified Arborist

513-631-4442
ScapesOhio.com

Since 1987


