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beatrice
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT

TIM BEATRICE
513-254-5620
timbeatrice5@yahoo.com

Knights of Columbus
Archbishop Elder Council

Email grandknight@elderkofc.org
Join today. kofc.org/joinus

Jeff Woodward, Parishioner   513-247-9241
Celebrating 30 years in business

www.wciconstruction.com

Woodward Construction, Inc.

Kitchen & Bath
Remodeling

Kinsella
561-5285

7880 Camargo Rd.
kinsellakitchens.com

Dr. Frederick A. Heiselman
General • Implant
Dentistry

Parishioner
513-561-8600
7140 Miami Ave.,Ste. 201

fheiselmandds.com

GILSON’S
ENGRAVING

ELEGANT GIFTS

Engraved gifts for all occasionsEngraved gifts for all occasions

7116 Miami Ave.

891-0730
www.gilsonsonline.com
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Chuck Borchers
REALTOR, Parishioner

513-335-4039
charles.borchers@gmail.com
chuckborchershomes.com

Accepting New Patients

Dr. Eleanor Endres Parishioner
513-791-8880 

www.endresdentistry.com
“Oral Health is the Gateway 

to Healthy Living”

LANDSCAPE SPECIALISTS, INC.
Hardscape Landscape
• Walkways & Patios • Installations
• Driveways • Renovations
• Retaining Walls • Maintenance
• Drainage Systems • Snow Clearing

Quality Service for Over 35 years

396-6400
Ed Witte, Parishioner

WITTEWITTE

Kitchens • Bathrooms
Room Additions

Screen & Covered Porches
Lower Levels & Basements

513.492.8429
7264 Columbia Rd., Ste. 600, Maineville

www.PenderyConstruction.com

HYDE PARK
PAINTING

and
CARPENTRY
321-4100

Remodeling 
Roofing/Gutters • Concrete 

Plumbing/Electric
Drywall • Int./Ext. Painting

Your Complete Home 
Repair Company

Keith D. Jackson DDS
Laura K. Jackson DDS

7113 Miami Avenue 
Madeira, OH 45243
Tel: (513) 561-5318

TOTAL LIFE SAFETY, LLC
Commercial Fire Protection Services

Fire Extinguisher/ Exit Lights/Fire Alarm
Sprinkler/Backflow/Special Hazard

866-955-2318

Walter St. Clair RoofingWalter St. Clair Roofing
Serving Cincinnati Since 1923

Roofing & Sheet Metal Work
Slate & Tile Repair

Box Gutters & Seamless Gutters
Jerry St. Clair, pariShioner           641-3265

GEO. H. ROHDE & SON
Funeral HomeFuneral Home

Since 1910
3183 Linwood Ave., Mt. Lookout Sq.3183 Linwood Ave., Mt. Lookout Sq.

Serving Eastern Hills, Mt. Lookout & Hyde ParkServing Eastern Hills, Mt. Lookout & Hyde Park
513-321-0404513-321-0404

www.rohdefuneral.comwww.rohdefuneral.com
Directors: Steve Rohde, Denise Mercier Directors: Steve Rohde, Denise Mercier 

& Darrell Schneider& Darrell Schneider

94c/81m/40y/32k

1c/75m/99y/0k

Family Owned
& Operated

Established 1877

8225 Montgomery Rd
Cincinnati, Ohio 45236

513-891-8373
Peter J. Gilligan, Sr.

INDEPENDENT LIVING
ASSISTED LIVING • MEMORY CARE

7650 CAMARGO ROAD • MADEIRA, OH 45243
513-422-5499 • WWW.TRADITIONSATCAMARGO.COM

Blue Ash/Hyde Park/Mason/West Chester 

(513) 275-7000 

Kristina Markiewicz
Suite 130, 12500 Reed Hartman Highway 
Cincinnati, OH 45241 
B 513-387-0489 I C SOS-463-8966
kristina.markiewicz@mwarep.org

(513)
407-8998
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Monika
DeRoussel

Let’s make it happen!

Your gateway to Luxury

(531) 289-1039

monika@deroussel.com

deroussel.com
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MASSES AND CONFESSION

Parish Information
6543 Miami Ave., Cincinnati, OH 45243

(513) 561-5954 | stgertrude.org
parishoffice@stgertrude.org

Parish Office Hours
Monday-Friday: 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.

School Office Hours
Monday-Friday: 7:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.

Church Hours
Every day: 7 a.m.-9 p.m.

Monday, May 6, Easter Weekday
	 7 a.m.	 † Dolly Varland by Anne Marie Schmidt
	 8 a.m.	 † Chris Imbus by St. Gertrude School
	 11:30 a.m.	 † Deceased Members of the Dominican Order

Tuesday, May 7, Easter Weekday
	 7 a.m.	 † Don Beimesche by Marian & Omer Scharold
	 8 a.m.	 † Ann Brockhoff Lucas by Cindy Hertzel
	 11:30 a.m.	 † Donald Kunkel by Joan Rettig Kunkel

Wednesday, May 8, Easter Weekday
	 7 a.m.	 The Dominican Sisters at St. Gertrude by A friend
	 8 a.m.	 † Marilyn Sorrentino by Healing Rosary Prayer Group
	 11:30 a.m.	 † Nancy Stautberg by Ray & Marylyn Clark

Thursday, May 9, Easter Weekday
	 7 a.m.	 † The Deceased Members of the Ladies of Charity by
		    The Ladies of Charity
	 8 a.m.	 † Dorothy & Norman Heydeinger by
		    Marsha & Mark Strominger
	 11:30 a.m.	 † Christa Brisken by Kevin & Anne Lynch

Friday, May 10, St. Antoninus of Florence, O.P. (M)
	 7 a.m.	 † John & Sarah Murray by The Murray Family
	 8 a.m.	 † Don & Marilyn Sammons by Rick Sammons
	 11:30 a.m.	 † Megan Clark Johnson by Barbara Clark

Saturday, May 11, Easter Weekday
	 8 a.m.	 † Mildred & Donald Busson by Mr. & Mrs. Robert Ragusa
	 11:30 a.m.	 Bebe Broerman by Sherry Schuler
	 4:30 p.m.	 † Mary Bartel by Pete & Donna Marcello

Sunday, May 12, The Ascension of the Lord (S)
	 8 a.m.	 People of St. Gertrude
	 10 a.m.	 † Kathleen Greiwe by The Family
	 12 p.m.	 Mother’s Day Novena
	 6 p.m.	 Denise Cole by Tony & Sara Cole

Confessions will be heard in the church Monday-Friday at 4 p.m., 
Wednesday at 7:30 p.m., and Saturday at 3:30 p.m.
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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

THE POWER OF THE ROSARY

“The Rosary is the best therapy for these 
distraught, unhappy, fearful, and frustrated souls, 

precisely because it involves the simultaneous use 
of three powers: the physical, the vocal,

and the spiritual . . .”

– Fulton John Sheen

SPRING FACILITIES 
UPDATES, PART II
SOME SIGNIFICANT 
CHANGES

A few weeks ago, I shared about some of 
the projects happening around the parish this 
summer. I ended that letter by saying that 
what I had shared was only a partial list of this 

summer’s projects. Today I would like to share the rest, including a 
few big changes that will impact both our school and our parish staff.

To begin in the school, many have already heard that we had such 
a large waiting list for kindergarten that we will be adding a third 
kindergarten classroom next year. This third kindergarten classroom 
will be located in the space that is currently the school chapel. That 
space was originally built to be a classroom and not a chapel, and so it 
will return to its original purpose. 

The new location for the school chapel is the space currently 
occupied by the parish Office of Evangelization & Faith Formation 
staff. It is the perfect location for the chapel . . . right in the heart of 
the school, at a corner that every student (and teacher) will pass by 
every single day. Its very location will emphasize the deep spiritual 
reality that Jesus lies at the center of everything we do at St. Gertrude 
School. The interior walls in that space are not original but were 
added when it was first turned into offices; those will be knocked 
down to create a large, rectangular space that will be the ideal size for 
the chapel.

Over in the Parish Center, the current Little Flower Library will 
become the new home for the Office of Evangelization & Faith 
Formation for the upcoming year. The books and bookshelves from 
the library will migrate over to the St. Joseph Room, which will serve 
as the library on Sunday mornings while remaining a general meeting 
space for other parish groups, ministries, and events at other times 
during the week. 

The reason for all these changes can be summarized using three 
beautiful words: WE ARE GROWING! Demand for enrollment 
at our school is growing, the number of families joining our parish 
is growing, the number of parish groups and ministries requesting 
space for meetings and events is growing. Everything is growing. This 
is a fantastic “problem” to have! This growth has made us realize 
that, collectively as a parish, we have simply outgrown our available 
facilities. During this upcoming year, as part of our strategic planning 
implementation, we are going to be doing a very comprehensive study 
of our facilities space and our needs as a parish moving forward. 
Hopefully this will result in coming up with a plan to most efficiently 
utilize the space we currently have over the next few years, while also 
identifying our realistic needs for space five, ten, twenty years down 
the road in order to best fulfill our mission. 

Work on most of the projects mentioned in this letter will 
commence later this month. 

Finally, the entryway (lobby) at the front of the school building, the 
area just outside the doors to the parish and school offices, will be 
getting a significant “facelift” to make the space more beautiful and 
welcoming. This will be happening in early June. While that work is 
in process, there will be no access through those doors to the parish 
office. Once we have the exact dates for that work, we will announce 
them in the bulletin and provide information on how parishioners can 
reach the office while the work is happening.

So many good things! It is going to be quite the summer, and 
the results of all these projects will be a wonderfully transformed 
St. Gertrude. Between now and then, let me say in advance: please 
pardon our dust!

God bless,

Father John Paul Walker, O.P.

CrescentParishes.org 15 

2024 CATHOLIC MINISTRIES APPEAL
Thank you to everyone who has contributed to the 2024 Catholic 
Ministries Appeal. We are at 142 percent of our parish goal! As 
in previous years, 50 percent of all pledges in excess of our parish 
goal of $99,541 will remain here at St. Gertrude for our own use. 
Additionally, a $5,000 rebate will be awarded to the top 10 parishes 
in the archdiocese with the highest percentage increase in donor 
participation over last year’s total parish donors. Last year, 273 
parishioners contributed to the CMA; as of now, 302 parishioners 
have contributed—that’s 11 percent more than last year! There’s still 
time to make your gift if you have not already done so. You will find 
extra pledge envelopes on the table in front of the relic chapel for your 
convenience. To make a donation online, please visit CatholicAOC.
org/CMA. Thank you!
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SCHOOL NEWS

WITNESS OF THE WEEK
Congratulations to the whole 7B class, our most recent Witnesses of the 
Week! According to the nomination, “The 7B class is always promptly 
obedient. They have demonstrated this virtue consistently throughout 
this school year. Whether they are directed to do something related to 
academics or to classroom management, they can be counted on to obey 
cheerfully and completely.” Thank you, 7B, for your witness!

WELCOME TO THE CATHOLIC CHURCH!
Five children were baptized and confirmed and received their first Holy 
Communion at our all-school Mass on April 25. Congratulations to Hailey 
Achor, Quinn Barnhart, Juels Brown, Charlie Huls, Rylee Little! Please 
keep these children in your prayers, that they might grow in the new life 
they have received. 
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EVANGELIZATION AND FAITH FORMATION
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PARISH NEWS

Half-Court Shot
ST. GERTRUDE

REGISTER TODAY 
for the 

ST. GERTRUDE BOOSTERS’ 
FIRST ANNUAL HALF-COURT SHOT! 

FRIDAY JULY 5, 2024

SCAN TO REGISTER

RESPECT LIFE FLOWER SALE
The St. Gertrude Parish Respect Life Ministry will be selling beautiful 
hanging flower baskets after all Masses on Mother’s Day weekend, May 
11 and 12. All proceeds benefit Right to Life of Greater Cincinnati. 
These baskets make a perfect gift for Mother’s Day or a beautiful 
addition to your own garden. Baskets can be purchased with cash or 
check made out to Cincinnati Right to Life. If you have any questions, 
please contact Joan Ragusa at rjragusa1@gmail.com.

MOTHER’S DAY NOVENA OF MASSES
Our Mother’s Day novena of Masses will begin on Mother’s Day, May 
12. Enrollment cards and envelopes are available at the entrances of 
the church. Kindly return remittance envelopes before Mother’s Day. 
Donations go to support the Dominican priory here at St. Gertrude.

REGISTER FOR FALL SPORTS
It’s time to register your children for the following sports for the fall 
2024 season: 
Girls Volleyball: Open to all girls of St. Gertrude Parish 
who will be in grades 3-8 for the 2024-2025 school 
year. Registration for the fall 2024 season is open now 
through June 1. Scan the QR code or visit stgertrude.org/
girlsvolleyball to learn more and register.

Cheerleading: Open to all girls of St. Gertrude Parish 
who will be in K-8th grade for the 2024-2025 school 
year. Registration for the fall 2024 season is open now 
through May 31. Scan the QR code or visit stgertrude.
org/cheerleading to learn more and register.

Football: Open to all students who will be in K-8th 
grade for the 2024-2025 school year and who are 
active parishioners at St. Gertrude, St. Andrew, 
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, or St. Louis parishes (this 
includes homeschool students and students enrolled at one of the 
parish schools or faith formation classes). Registration for the fall 
2024 season is open now through May 31. Scan the QR code or visit 
stgertrude.org/football to learn more and register.

PLEASE PRAY FOR . . .
THE SICK:
Linda Burke, Vicki Calonge, Carol Conners, Dan DeBow, Triset 
Defonseka, Beth Egbers, Lisa Ely, Octavio Flores-Resendiz, Ron 
Freudenberg, Dick Gelhaus, Bob Gerwin, Goad Family, Elsa Hall, 
Mark Holland, Hummel Family, Andrea Kattel, Aiko Kimura, 
Diane Kosobud, Robert Lantz, Ed and Karen Larkin, Ted Leugers, 
Mimi Leverone, Kevin Lewis, Gertrude Maxwell, Kim McClung, 
Elaine O’Connell, Sue Paas, Gerry Patterson, Gert Patterson, Pegge 
Schuermann, Richard Seifert, Judy Sullivan, Brigitte Vielhauer, Kerry 
Walden, and Viktor & Mary Wilhelmy

THOSE IN THE ARMED FORCES:
Patrick Burke, Gabe Dorsey, Jacob Dorsey, Curtis Flores, Luis Flores, 
Jr., Cole Foster, Kyle Foster, Dominic Geraci, Daniel Holian, Mike 
Huber, Aaron Jacobson, Jacob Kramb, John Kramb, Kelly Leugers, 
Dominic Lloyd, Seth McGann, John Murdock, Jr., John Oscar, Sarah 
Ries, Dan Roseman, Andrew Shannon, Ian Tester, and Gus Voto

THE RECENTLY DECEASED:
† All Our Beloved Dead

LET US PRAY

Sunday, April 28, 2024

Child: Edie Ward Fairbanks
Parents: Mark & Amanda Fairbanks

BAPTISM
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COMMUNITY NEWS

MEDJUGORJE PILGRIMAGE
St. Gertrude Church parishioner Lisa Pifher is planning a Medjugorje 
Pilgrimage, leaving from Cincinnati, from October 6-15, 2024. The 
pilgrimage package price of $2,790 and includes airfare, transfer, 
hotel, and two daily meals. If you are interested, please contact Lisa at 
(513) 377-6780 or lpifher@hotmail.com.

MARY MAGDALEN HOUSE COLLECTION
This weekend, the Ladies of Charity will be at the white van in the 
parking lot before and after all Masses (except 6 p.m.) collecting 
items for Mary Magdalen House in Over-the-Rhine. The center 
serves the homeless by providing bathrooms and shower facilities, 
use of the telephone, and launder of one set of clothing. They do 
not provide meals. Mary Magdalen House has special needs for the 
following items, in addition to cash donations and gift cards (Wal-
Mart, Amazon): 

•	Clothing (gently used unless noted)

	   ° Men’s and women’s thermal tops/bottoms, shirts/tops, and 
		  gym shoes

	   ° Men’s underwear (new) sizes 30-36 (most needed 32-34), 
	 T-shirts, sweatshirts/hoodies (L, XL, XXL), and sweatpants 
	 (M, L, XL, XXL), work pants/jeans/shorts (30-36), belts, 
	 white socks (new), and work boots

	   ° Women’s bras (especially new sports bras), underwear (new) 
	 sizes 5-9, and washable pants 

•	Cleaning Supplies: Liquid Drano/Lysol, HE laundry detergent, 
stain remover (Shout, etc.), dryer sheets, Clorox II, window 
cleaning supplies, cleaning cloths, Top Job/Mr. Clean, plastic 
trash bags (13-55 gal), paper towels, toilet tissue, and Kleenex

•	Personal Care Items: Disposable razors, spray deodorant, 
toothbrushes, Vaseline Petroleum Jelly, wash cloths, combs, and 
brushes  

Please call Jean Wilkinson at (513) 498-5085 with any questions 
about Mary Magdalen House or the Ladies of Charity. Thank you very 
much for your help!

HIGH SCHOOLERS, JOIN US AT UD FOR 
WAYFINDERS!
Wayfinders is a summer program in Catholic theology aimed at rising 
sophomores, juniors, and seniors who want to go deeper into their 
faith or who want to explore questions about faith. The program 
allows high schoolers to earn one college credit that fits into religious 
studies and theology programs at University of Dayton. Registration is 
$150, which includes a four-day stay on UD’s campus, 
all materials, excursions, meals, swag, and fun! Scan 
the QR code or visit go.udayton.edu/cit to learn more 
and register by May 15.

CALLING ALL LADIES OF CHARITY
The Ladies of Charity is having an organizational meeting next 
Saturday, May 11, at 10 a.m. in the St. Joseph Room in the Parish 
Center. We will make our plans for the upcoming summer and fall 
activities, including the Treasure Mart and Craft Fair. Current Ladies 
of Charity, please plan to join us—and invite a friend. Any woman 
who is 18 years or older and is a practicing Catholic is welcome to join 
the Ladies of Charity and attend this meeting to meet new friends and 
learn more about how the Ladies of Charity serve the community. For 
more information, please contact Jean Wilkinson at (513) 498-5085.

ANNUAL MEMORIAL DAY FIELD MASS
Everyone is invited to a day of remembrance and prayer on the 
sacred ground of Gate of Heaven Cemetery at the Annual Memorial 
Day Field Mass on Monday, May 27. The event will open with a 
presentation at 10:30 a.m., followed by Mass at 11 a.m. celebrated by 
Archbishop Dennis M. Schnurr and then a patriotic rosary in Section 
28 (Veterans Garden) at 2 p.m. Please bring folding chairs. Light 
refreshments will be provided after Mass. For more information, 
please visit gateofheaven.org or call (513) 489-0300. 

GOLDEN JUBILEE WEDDING 
ANNIVERSARY MASSES
Married couples celebrating their 50th wedding anniversaries in 2024 
are invited to attend one of the following Golden Anniversary Masses:
• Saturday, September 7 | 4 p.m. | St John the Baptist, Tipp City
•Sunday, September 8 | 11 a.m. | Cathedral Basilica of St. Peter in 
Chains | Celebrant - Archbishop Dennis M. Schnurr
Registration is required to attend one of the Golden Jubilee Wedding 
Anniversary Masses. Please register online by completing the 
anniversary certificate request form at bit.ly/weddingcertificate. If you 
have any questions about these Masses, please contact the Marriage & 
Family Evangelization Office at cne@catholicaoc.org

All high school men (incoming sophomores to outgoing seniors) 
are invited to one of two Ember Days, hosted by the Archdiocese 
of Cincinnati seminarians. Ember Day is a day of discernment and 
includes Mass, adoration, discussions, speakers, food, sports, and 
games. The Ember Days will be held on Friday, June 7, at Mount 
St. Mary’s Seminary & School of Theology and Saturday, June 8, at 
Sacred Heart, McCartyville. For more information and to register, 
please visit catholicaoc.org/vocations. 
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HOLY TEACHING

ASK A PRIEST—SIGN OF 
THE CROSS AND 
CRUCIFIXES
FATHER JOACHIM KENNEY, O.P.

Q: When did Christians first start tracing 
the Sign of the Cross on themselves? What 
is the history of images of the cross? When 
did the corpus start getting removed from 
images of the cross? 

A: From the earliest days of the Church, Christians have had a special 
devotion to the cross, tracing it on themselves and later depicting it 
in art when it was safe to do so. Some argue that it is the seal or sign 
referred to in the Book Revelation 7:2-3, “Then I saw another angel 
ascend from the rising of the sun, with the seal of the living God, and 
he called with a loud voice to the four angels who had been given 
power to harm earth and sea, saying, ‘Do not harm the earth or the 
sea or the trees, till we have sealed the servants of our God upon their 
foreheads.’” In a couple places in his letters, St. Paul also speaks of 
the seal and the marks of Jesus, which could be a reference to the Sign 
of the Cross. 

In a beautiful little book from Word on Fire called The Sign of the 
Cross: Recovering the Power of the Ancient Prayer, Bert Ghezzi tells us that 
St. Basil the Great wrote in the 300s AD that “the Apostles ‘taught 
us to mark with the sign of the cross those who put their hope in 
the Lord’—that is, those who presented themselves for Baptism.”1  
Ghezzi also relates that the ancient Christian writer Origen shows us 
that, by his day (c. 185–c. 253 AD), tracing the Sign of the Cross on 
oneself had become pervasive in the Christian world, as he wrote, 
“The shape of the letter tau presented a resemblance to the figure 
of the cross and that this represented a prophecy of the sign that 
Christians make on their foreheads. For all the faithful make this sign 
when they undertake any activity, especially prayer or reading Holy 
Scripture.”2

This writing of Origen reveals an interesting point: there have been 
different ways of representing the cross and tracing it on ourselves 
throughout Church history. The Greek letter tau, written as a T, is 
the first letter of the Greek word Theos which means “God.” Some 
crosses the Romans used in their punishments were in this shape, 
so sometimes, in the early church, this was the Sign of the Cross 
that was used because it had the added reminder that Jesus was God. 
Originally, the cross was mainly just traced on the forehead and in 
a small and discreet gesture. It was in later centuries that the larger 
sign we use today, tracing it from the head to the torso and across 
the shoulders, started to become more popular. This was in response 
to the Monophysite heresy which denied that Jesus had a human 
nature. This was also a time when Christians would hold two fingers 
or thumb and forefinger together when making the Sign of the Cross 
to represent the two natures of Christ, divine and human.3 

Because early Christians were persecuted, they did not publicly 
display images of the cross in art or architecture. But they did do it in 
secret, especially in the catacombs. The Catholic Encyclopedia tells us 
that to further reduce chances of being discovered, they also originally  
would frequently depict the cross in a disguised way. The anchor and 
the trident are examples of this in the catacombs.4

Initially, depictions were almost always of just the cross without 
the body of Jesus (that is the crucifix). Because of the ignominy in the 
Roman world of being crucified, Christians were reticent to depict 
the body of Christ on the cross, though occasionally it did happen.5  
The Catholic Encyclopedia relates that examples have been found of a 
lamb lying at the foot of an anchor and of a dolphin wrapped around a 
trident as symbols of the crucifixion. Perhaps even more surprisingly 
it says: “In the Catacomb of St. Callistus a sarcophagus, dating from 
the third century, was found, the front of which shows Ulysses tied 
to the mast while he listens to the song of the Sirens; near him are his 
companions, who with ears filled with wax, cannot hear the alluring 
song. All this is symbolical of the Cross, and of the Crucified, who 
has closed against the seductions of evil the ears of the faithful during 
their voyage over the treacherous sea of life in the ship which will 
bring them to the harbour of salvation.”6

The legalization of Christianity by Constantine and the discovery of 
the True Cross by Constantine’s mother, St. Helena, in 326 AD was 
the beginning of the public depiction of the cross and more gradually 
of the Crucifixion in Christian art and architecture. Churches began 
to be built in cruciform shape. Over the years, crucifixion scenes 
became more realistic and fully developed, including the thieves on 
either side of Christ and the holy women and St. John at the foot of 
the cross. There continues to be, to this day, variations in the way 
that Christians make the Sign of the Cross, the prayer they say with it, 
and the ways they depict it in art. But, in all instances, it is meant to 
remind us of the grace and power Christ affords us whenever we recall 
the moment when he redeemed the world.

Have a question about faith, life, theology, the Church, or something else? 
Submit your question to bulletin@stgertrude.org for one of our Dominican 
friars, brothers, or sisters; experts; or theologians to answer in an upcoming 
bulletin.

1Bert Ghezzi, The Sign of the Cross: Recovering the Power of the Ancient Prayer, (Park 
Ridge: Word on Fire, 2021), 13.
2Ghezzi, The Sign of the Cross, 14.
3Ghezzi, The Sign of the Cross, 15.
4Marucchi, Orazio. “Archæology of the Cross and Crucifix.” The Catholic 
Encyclopedia. Vol. 4. New York: Robert Appleton Company, 1908.  
<newadvent.org/cathen/04517a.htm>.
5Marucchi, Orazio. “Archæology of the Cross and Crucifix.” <newadvent.
org/cathen/04517a.htm>.
6Marucchi, Orazio. “Archæology of the Cross and Crucifix.” <newadvent.
org/cathen/04517a.htm>.



86th Sunday of Easter | May 5, 2024

WEEK AHEAD

Monday,
May 6

Tuesday,
May 7

Wednesday,
May 8

Thursday,
May 9

Friday,
May 10

Saturday,
May 11

Sunday,
May 12

CGS Level 1 & 2 
3:30 p.m.
Atrium I & II

Cana Family - Year 2
9:00 a.m.
St. Dominic Lobby

Resurrection Choir 
Practice
8:45 a.m.
St. Dominic Lobby

SGS PTO Meeting
8:10 a.m.
School Cafeteria

Catholic Men’s 
Fellowship
7:30 a.m.
School Cafeteria

Right to Life 
Mother’s Day 
Flower Sale
After all Masses
Outside Church

Schola Cantorum
3:30 p.m.
PC Choir Room

Moms & Littles Holy 
Hour
9:30 a.m.
Church

Schola Cantorum 
3:30 p.m.
PC Choir Room

CGS Level 1
11:00 a.m.
Atrium I & II

LofC Board Meeting 
9:00 a.m.
St. Joseph Room

Little Flower Library 
Open
8:45-11:30 a.m.

Become Catholic 
(RCIA)
7:00 p.m.
St. Dominic Lobby

True Devotion to 
Mary
12:30 p.m.
St. Dominic Lobby

CGS Level 1, 2 & 3
3:45 p.m.
Atrium I & II, School 
Music Room

Parish Choir
7:00 p.m.
PC Choir Room

St. Anne & Child 
Mary Guild Tea 
Party
9:00 a.m.
St. Dominic Lobby

Healing Rosary
7:00 p.m.
Church

CGS Level 1 & 2 
6:00 p.m.
Atrium I & II

Cub Scouts - Den 
Meeting
6:30 p.m.
School Cafeteria

Respect Life 
Ministry Retreat
9:30 a.m.
School Cafeteria

Seasons of Hope
7:00 p.m.
St. Joseph Room

CGS Parent Group
6:00 p.m.
SGS Classroom 15

Holy Hour with 
Confessions
7:30 p.m.
Church

LofC Organizational 
Meeting 
10:00 a.m.
St. Joseph Room

Boy Scouts
7:00 p.m.
School Cafeteria

Right to Life 
Mother’s Day 
Flower Sale
After 4:30 p.m. Mass
Outside Church

INTERESTED IN JOINING ST. GERTRUDE PARISH? 
We would love to welcome you into our parish family! Visit 
stgertrude.org/register to fill out a new parishioner registration 
form. You can also find paper copies of the registration 
form in the church and the parish office. We look forward to  
meeting you!

Please submit your Mass announcements and 
bulletin articles to bulletin@stgertrude.org.

BULLETIN

5/19/24

MATERIALS DUE

5/8/24

BULLETIN DEADLINE

STAY INFORMED ON PRO-LIFE ISSUES
Want to get more involved in pro-life ministry or simply want to be 
more in the know? Email stgertrudeprolife@gmail.com to be added to 
the St. Gertrude Respect Life Ministry email list.

 INTERESTED IN BECOMING CATHOLIC?
Contact Tyler Castrucci at tcastrucci@stgertrude.org or Father 
Luke VanBerkum at frluke@stgertrude.org to learn more about our 
Become Catholic (RCIA) program and get your questions answered.

SUPPORT FOR MISCARRIAGE
Have you experienced a miscarriage? You 
are not alone. Heaven’s Gain Ministries is 

here to provide for the physical, emotional, and spiritual needs of 
families experiencing pregnancy loss. Call Heaven's Gain at (513) 607-
6083 for support, or visit HeavensGain.org for more information. 

OFFERING
St. Gertrude Parish Weekly Collection and Budget Report

Collection for April 28
Collection	 $	 38,117
Weekly Budget	 $	 37,000
Weekly Surplus	 $	 1,117

Fiscal Year-To-Date (for year ending June 30, 2024)
Fiscal YTD Actual	 $	 1,809,884
Fiscal YTD Budget	 $	 1,654,000
Fiscal YTD Surplus	 $	 155,884

5/11/2024 LofC Board Meeting 
9:00 a.m.
St. Joseph Room

5/11/2024 St. Anne & Child Mary Guild Tea Party
9:00 a.m.
St. Dominic Lobby

5/11/2024 Respect Life Ministry Retreat
9:30 a.m.
School Cafeteria

5/11/2024 LofC Organizational Meeting 
10:00 a.m.
St. Joseph Room

5/11/2024 Right to Life Mother’s Day Flower Sale
After 4:30 p.m. Mass
Outside Church

5/12/2024 Right to Life Mother’s Day Flower Sale
After all Masses
Outside Church

5/12/2024 Little Flower Library Open
8:45-11:30 a.m.

5/12/2024 Baptisms
01:15 p.m.
Church
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Parish Staff
Father John Paul Walker, O.P., pastor
Father Joachim Kenney, O.P., parochial vicar
Father Luke VanBerkum, O.P., parochial vicar

Dominican Friars in Residence
Father John Langlois, O.P., prior
Father Joseph Alobaidi, O.P.
Father John Corbett, O.P.
Father Darren Pierre, O.P., novice master

St. Gertrude School – (513) 561-8020
Principal – Sister Mary Agnes Greiffendorf, O.P.	 ext 1101
Vice Principal – Mr. Travis Johnson	 ext 1101
PTO President – Ashlee Wooten	 ashleebwot@hotmail.com
School Advisory Council

Office of Administration – (513) 561-5954
Receptionists – Susan Kane & Teri Forlini	 parishoffice@stgertrude.org
Business Manager – Don Regan	 businessmanager@stgertrude.org
Business Office Admin Assistant – Emma Golias	 egolias@stgertrude.org
Bereavement	 ext 2101
Bulletin Editor	 bulletin@stgertrude.org
Director of Music – Christopher Holman	  cholman@stgertrude.org 
Safe Environment Coordinator – Emma Golias	 egolias@stgertrude.org

Office of Evangelization & Faith Formation – (513) 561-5954
Director of Evangelization & Faith Formation – 
  Walter Plummer	 wplummer@stgertrude.org
Coordinator of Catechesis of the Good Shepherd –
  Mary Beth Thiemann	 mbthiemann@stgertrude.org
Coordinator of Adult Evangelization – 
  Tyler Castrucci	 tcastrucci@stgertrude.org
Director of Communications – 
  Michelle Dushensky	 mdushensky@stgertrude.org
Office Coordinator – Kristen Eggers	 kristen@stgertrude.org

Corporal Works of Mercy
Helping Hands (Funeral Reception Ministry) –  
  Nancy Lucas	 stgerthh@gmail.com
Knights of Columbus – Pete Marcello	 grandknight@elderkofc.org
Ladies of Charity – Jean Wilkinson	 jeanhwilkinson@gmail.com
Parish Health Ministry – Jeanne Palcic	 jpalcic@fuse.net
Pregnancy Center East (for all pregnancy needs)	 (513) 321-3100
Soup Kitchen – Andy Cordier	 soupkitchen@stgertrude.org
St. Vincent de Paul Society – Jennifer Mansfield	(513) 561-5954, ext 2112

Vocations Directors
Archdiocese of Cincinnati – Father Dan Schmitmeyer	 (513) 421-3131
Dominican Friars – Father Mario Calabrese, O.P.	 DominicanFriars.org
Nashville Dominican Sisters – Sister Mara Grace, O.P.	 (615) 256-5486

DIRECTORY

Spiritual Works of Mercy
Circle of Prayer – Barbara Rose	 prayercirclesg@gmail.com
Communion to Sick – Judy Hartmann	 jhartma2002@yahoo.com
Eucharistic Adoration	 adoration@stgertrude.org
Natural Family Planning – Jenna Bernardo	 nfp@stgertrude.org
Pastoral Council – Ryan Schilling	 rryanschilling@gmail.com
Prayer Ministry for the Dying – Pat Collins	 (513) 265-1897
Respect Life – Lisa Campbell	 lisaredig61@gmail.com
Rosary Making – Larry Ball	 (513) 831-8572
Unbound (Ministry of Forgiveness and Healing) – 
  Nealy Mechley	 (513) 505-1740

Liturgical Ministries
Parish Choir – Christopher Holman	  cholman@stgertrude.org 
Contemporary Music Ensemble – Paul Kindt	 pkindt@zoomtown.com
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion	 frjoachim@stgertrude.org
Resurrection Choir – Marty Cunningham	 martyc.music@gmail.com
The St. Anne and the Child Mary Guild –
  Ann McCormick	 ann.mccormick@ymail.com
Sons of St. Joseph (Altar Servers)	 pxaw@hotmail.com
Ushers – Douglas Postler	 postman8905@gmail.com
Viri Selecti – Ben Hoffmann	 pxaw@hotmail.com
Youth Choir – Christopher Holman	  cholman@stgertrude.org 

Spiritual Groups
Angelic Warfare Confraternity –	 (513) 561-5954
Benedictine Oblates – Mark Milliron	 mmilliron@fastmail.com
CANA Family For Mothers –
  Anita Pappalardo	 pappacinci@gmail.com
Catholic Men’s Fellowship – Stan Lloyd	 stan.lloyd@gmail.com
Confraternity of the Most Holy Rosary –
  Brian Zappia	 brian.zappia@gmail.com
Dominican Laity (Bishop Fenwick) –
  Mrs. Margaret Brecount, O.P.	 stgertrude.org/bishopfenwickfraternity
Dominican Laity (Our Lady of Peace) –
  Mr. Fred Thomas, O.P.	 stgertrude.org/ourladyofpeace
Healing Rosary – Cindy Hertzel	 (513) 368-8941
Moms of Special Needs Support Group –
  Laura Nanista	 laura_nanista@outlook.com
Seasons of Hope – Cindy Hertzel	 (513) 368-8941
True Devotion to Mary – Anne Collins	 acollins4mary@aol.com
Walking with Purpose Bible Study (Women) –  
  Martha Thompson	 wwp.st.gertrude@gmail.com

Parish Groups
Athletic Boosters – Rob Gruber	 rlgruber5@gmail.com
Boy Scouts – Rob Schuette	 (513) 333-0040
Cub Scouts – Matt Frye	 (574) 529-0427
Garden Club 	 parishoffice@stgertrude.org
Lenten Fish Fry – Rob Mancini	 rbmancini73@gmail.com
Little Flower Library – Susan Santos	 susansantos2@gmail.com
Parish Coffee – Mark Findley	 mark.findley@epilepsy-ohio.org
Seniors’ Fun Bunch – Tyler Castrucci	 tcastrucci@stgertrude.org
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Jason Staas  General Agent 
800-484-0304 • jason.staas@Kofc.org

Planning your next party just became a breeze! Call us to 
help you customize a menu that will bring your vision to 
life while respecting your budget and honoring your dietary 
needs. We specialize in weddings, corporate functions and 
social events and are preferred catering partners with many 
local venues. Best of all, we are right in your neighborhood! 
Call today to check one more task off your list!

513-873-3900 • www.baileyfamilycatering.com
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KLEKAMP PAVING
Asphalt Paving

Patching
Asphalt

Sealcoating
513-561-4600

www.klekamp.com

Amy Resch – 513-436-4690

Enjoy 
outdoor living

all summer long!

Servicing Maderia 
and Indian Hill since 1979

Skyline Chili, Loveland Ohio 10640 Loveland 
Madeira Rd. Bring this bulletin to receive a 

FREE Cheese Coney 
With the Purchase of a (3,4,5) Way

Feeling good, it’s Skyline Time!
7319 Columbia Road
Garden Center 
& Landscaping

398-1008
www.sharonnursery.com

Spruce Home Services

Window Cleaning 
Pressure Washing and More! 

Family Owned
spruceservices.com • 513-278-8438

info@spruceservices.com

Megie Funeral Home & Crematory
Caring for families through life’s most difficult time with care and compassion

 529 Main Street Milford, OH 45150 104 Spice Street Mt. Orab, OH 45154

 (513) 831-3134 (937) 444-2677
www.megiefuneralhome.com

We offer onsite crematory, traditional funeral services, and funeral pre-planning

6403 Madison, Madisonville • 271-1570 
1793 Ohio Pike, Amelia • 797-4888

Now 2 Locations!

AHP Anderson Hills Plumbing
Residential – Commercial – FREE ESTIMATES

Over 69 Years Experience & Satisfaction
Ernie, Jack, Ralph & Barb Vilardo

6229 Beechmont Avenue  513-232-3821

General Contractors and Land Development Company

MILFORD
Body Shop Direct Call

831-5460

CASTRUCCI
COLLISION

(513) 621-1123 • litwins.com

For all your real estate needs please contact 
me, a faithful and hard-working St. Gertrude 

parishioner and professional realtor.

CAROLYN TRAUTH 
Realtor 

513-706-4239
www.sibcycline.com/ctrauth
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513-434-3583 (C)
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Area’s Oldest Death Care Leader Area’s Oldest Death Care Leader 
StrawserFuneralHome.comStrawserFuneralHome.com

513-791-7203513-791-7203

Meet Eli and Bennett, our two Meet Eli and Bennett, our two 
fur-children! We understand how fur-children! We understand how 

much pets mean to people, and we much pets mean to people, and we 
are proud to offer pet death care to are proud to offer pet death care to 
the area with the same dignity that the area with the same dignity that 

we show for all we serve!we show for all we serve!Jason and RhondaJason and Rhonda

19 years in Business • Call 513-321-4444

• Cincinnati’s first Joint Commissioned Private 
Duty Company

• 3 full-time nurses on staff for caregiver 
supervision and emergency consultation

• Specialized and Trained for Parkinson’s and 
Dementia Care

• 24/7 and Live-In specialists, but also offer 4 
hour minimum care

James W. Logeman, D.D.S., M.S.

ORTHODONTICS

Mason | 398.0133
318 Reading Rd

Kenwood | 791.0260
5240 E Galbraith Rd

ORTHODUDE.COM

James W. Logeman, D.D.S., M.S.

ORTHODONTICS

Mason | 398.0133
318 Reading Rd

Kenwood | 791.0260
5240 E Galbraith Rd

ORTHODUDE.COM

Jim Volz
CPA & Trusted

Advisor
794-1551.com

9900 Carver Rd., Blue Ash

ROYALMONT ACADEMY
200 Northcrest Drive, Mason, OH

Catholic Preschool • High School • Full and 1/2 day Preschool 
Enrolling Now

Scholarships Available

ERIC D. BENDER
Attorney at Law

Moeller (1984)
University of Notre Dame (1988)

U.C. Law (1991)
Family Law • Wills & Probate

Lawsuits • Guardianship
Adoption

(513) 891-5630
9764 Kenwood Road in Blue Ash

Visa/Mastercard Accepted
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beatrice
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT

TIM BEATRICE
513-254-5620
timbeatrice5@yahoo.com

Knights of Columbus
Archbishop Elder Council

Email grandknight@elderkofc.org
Join today. kofc.org/joinus

Jeff Woodward, Parishioner   513-247-9241
Celebrating 30 years in business

www.wciconstruction.com

Woodward Construction, Inc.

Kitchen & Bath
Remodeling

Kinsella
561-5285

7880 Camargo Rd.
kinsellakitchens.com

Dr. Frederick A. Heiselman
General • Implant
Dentistry

Parishioner
513-561-8600
7140 Miami Ave.,Ste. 201

fheiselmandds.com

GILSON’S
ENGRAVING

ELEGANT GIFTS

Engraved gifts for all occasionsEngraved gifts for all occasions

7116 Miami Ave.

891-0730
www.gilsonsonline.com
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Chuck Borchers
REALTOR, Parishioner

513-335-4039
charles.borchers@gmail.com
chuckborchershomes.com

Accepting New Patients

Dr. Eleanor Endres Parishioner
513-791-8880 

www.endresdentistry.com
“Oral Health is the Gateway 

to Healthy Living”

LANDSCAPE SPECIALISTS, INC.
Hardscape Landscape
• Walkways & Patios • Installations
• Driveways • Renovations
• Retaining Walls • Maintenance
• Drainage Systems • Snow Clearing

Quality Service for Over 35 years

396-6400
Ed Witte, Parishioner

WITTEWITTE

Kitchens • Bathrooms
Room Additions

Screen & Covered Porches
Lower Levels & Basements

513.492.8429
7264 Columbia Rd., Ste. 600, Maineville

www.PenderyConstruction.com

HYDE PARK
PAINTING

and
CARPENTRY
321-4100

Remodeling 
Roofing/Gutters • Concrete 

Plumbing/Electric
Drywall • Int./Ext. Painting

Your Complete Home 
Repair Company

Keith D. Jackson DDS
Laura K. Jackson DDS

7113 Miami Avenue 
Madeira, OH 45243
Tel: (513) 561-5318

TOTAL LIFE SAFETY, LLC
Commercial Fire Protection Services

Fire Extinguisher/ Exit Lights/Fire Alarm
Sprinkler/Backflow/Special Hazard

866-955-2318

Walter St. Clair RoofingWalter St. Clair Roofing
Serving Cincinnati Since 1923

Roofing & Sheet Metal Work
Slate & Tile Repair

Box Gutters & Seamless Gutters
Jerry St. Clair, pariShioner           641-3265

GEO. H. ROHDE & SON
Funeral HomeFuneral Home

Since 1910
3183 Linwood Ave., Mt. Lookout Sq.3183 Linwood Ave., Mt. Lookout Sq.

Serving Eastern Hills, Mt. Lookout & Hyde ParkServing Eastern Hills, Mt. Lookout & Hyde Park
513-321-0404513-321-0404

www.rohdefuneral.comwww.rohdefuneral.com
Directors: Steve Rohde, Denise Mercier Directors: Steve Rohde, Denise Mercier 

& Darrell Schneider& Darrell Schneider

94c/81m/40y/32k

1c/75m/99y/0k

Family Owned
& Operated

Established 1877

8225 Montgomery Rd
Cincinnati, Ohio 45236

513-891-8373
Peter J. Gilligan, Sr.

INDEPENDENT LIVING
ASSISTED LIVING • MEMORY CARE

7650 CAMARGO ROAD • MADEIRA, OH 45243
513-422-5499 • WWW.TRADITIONSATCAMARGO.COM

Blue Ash/Hyde Park/Mason/West Chester 

(513) 275-7000 

Kristina Markiewicz
Suite 130, 12500 Reed Hartman Highway 
Cincinnati, OH 45241 
B 513-387-0489 I C SOS-463-8966
kristina.markiewicz@mwarep.org

(513)
407-8998

6TH SUNDAY OF EASTER  |  MAY 5, 2024 

Monika
DeRoussel

Let’s make it happen!

Your gateway to Luxury

(531) 289-1039

monika@deroussel.com

deroussel.com


