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HOME 

IMPROVEMENT

TIM BEATRICE
Parishioner

513-254-5620
timbeatrice5@yahoo.com

Knights of Columbus
Archbishop Elder Council

elderkofc.org
Join today.

Visit kofc.org/joinus

Jeff Woodward, Parishioner   513-247-9241
Celebrating 30 years in business

www.wciconstruction.com

Woodward Construction, Inc.

Kinsella

Kitchen & Bath
Remodeling

561-5285
7880 Camargo Rd.

kinsellakitchens.com

Dr. Frederick A. Heiselman
General • Implant

Dentistry
Parishioner

513-561-8600
7140 Miami Ave., 

Ste. 201
fheiselmandds.com

GILSON’S
ENGRAVING

ELEGANT GIFTS

Engraved gifts for all occasionsEngraved gifts for all occasions

7116 Miami Ave.

891-0730
www.gilsonsonline.com
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Chuck Borchers
REALTOR, Parishioner

513-335-4039
charles.borchers@gmail.com
chuckborchershomes.com

Accepting New 
Patients

Dr. Eleanor Endres
Parishioner

513-791-8880 • www.endresdentistry.com
“Oral Health is the Gateway to Healthy Living”

KENWOOD, 7500 MONTGOMERY RD.

513-791-5353
MADISONVILLE, 4418 WHETSEL AVENUE

513-271-0732

Thomas-Justin
Funeral Homes, Inc.
Four Generations of Family Service 

to the Community

OH HVAC Lic. #30854 KY HVAC Lic. M04694
OH Plumbing Lic. #46270

Process
Construction

MECHANICAL CONTRACTOR

Specializing in Piping, HVAC/R,  
Plumbing & Service • Commercial & Industrial

www.processconstruction.com
(513) 251-2211   1421 Queen City Avenue

LANDSCAPE SPECIALISTS, INC.

Hardscape Landscape
• Walkways & Patios • Installations
• Driveways • Renovations
• Retaining Walls • Maintenance
• Drainage Systems Snow Clearing

Quality Service for Over 30 years

396-6400
Ed Witte, Parishioner

WITTEWITTE

Kitchens • Bathrooms

Room Additions

Screen & Covered Porches

Lower Levels & Basements

513.492.8429
7264 Columbia Rd., Ste. 600, Maineville

www.PenderyConstruction.com

HYDE PARK
PAINTING

and
CARPENTRY
321-4100

Remodeling 
Roofing/Gutters • Concrete 

Plumbing/Electric
Drywall • Int./Ext. Painting
Your Complete Home 

Repair Company

LARRY’S 
LOCK, SAFE &  

SECURITY CENTER 
 

791-9163 
 
 
 
 

8005 Plainfield Road 
Cincinnati, OH 45236 

Larry’s
LOCK, SAFE & 

SECURITY CENTER

791-9163

8005 Plainfield Road
Cincinnati, OH 45236

513-396-7446 
fastsigns.com/352

3248 Highland Avenue,  
Cincinnati, OH 45213

Madeira Owned

Let’s make it happen!®

Monika DeRoussel
mderoussel@hotmail.com REALTOR®

513-289-1039

Gilligan Funeral Homes
Established 1877

8225 Montgomery Road • 891-8373
Traditional & Cremation Services

www.gilliganfuneralhomes.com

513-472-1985
www.bestplumbercincinnati.com

$25 OFF with this Ad

Jim Volz
CPA & Trusted

Advisor
794-1551.com

9900 Carver Rd., Blue Ash

Parishioner since 2000

513-561-2400
Stephen K. Shaw   (513) 673-8258
skshawlaw@gmail.com I skshawlaw.com
8157 Camargo Rd., Madeira, OH 45243

WILLS I TRUSTS I PROBATE

Keith D. Jackson DDS
Laura K. Jackson DDS

7113 Miami Avenue Madeira, OH 45243
Tel: (513) 561-5318
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TREE TRIMMING 
& REMOVAL

Joe Semrad III, Local Resident 
Certified Arborist

513-631-4442
ScapesOhio.com

Since 1987
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MASSES AND CONFESSIONS AT ST. GERTRUDE

Parish Office Hours
Monday-Friday: 8:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
School Office Hours
Monday-Friday: 8:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 
Church Hours
Every day: 7:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m.

Parish Office Info

Monday, July 26, SS. Joachim & Anne (M)
	 7:00 a.m.	 †Amy Gehring/A friend
	 8:00 a.m.	 The Rentrop Family/Mr. & Mrs. Andy Schmitt
	 11:30 a.m.	 †Deceased Members of the Dominican Order
Tuesday, July 27, Weekday
	 7:00 a.m.	 †John Perrino/Richard & Paula Maxwell
	 8:00 a.m.	 †Rosemarie O’Sullivan/Dr. & Mrs. David Zipfel
	 11:30 a.m.	 †Ann Lukey/Al Stevenson
Wednesday, July 28, Weekday
	 7:00 a.m.	 †Frank Tartaron/The Tartaron Family
	 8:00 a.m.	 †Peggy Kindt/Paul A. Kindt
	 11:30 a.m.	 †Bill Goldschmidt/Kevin & Susan Kane
Thursday, July 29, St. Martha (M)
	 7:00 a.m.	 †Fr. Ron Piepmeyer/Kim & Cheryle Hunchuck
	 8:00 a.m.	 Kathy Jilek/Nancy Lucas
	 11:30 a.m.	 †Tim Petric/Mary McGoron
Friday, July 30, Weekday
	 7:00 a.m.	 Rev. Jeff Stegbauer/Steve Bay
	 8:00 a.m.	 †Denny Schone/Dennis Schone
	 11:30 a.m.	 †Ed & Martha Fischer/The Fischer Family
Saturday, July 31, St. Ignatius of Loyola (M)
	 8:00 a.m.	 †Samuel & Mary Laneve/Bill & Gindy Schneller
	 11:30 a.m.	 †Thomas Schlie/Nancy DeBrunner

July 31-August 1, 18th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Saturday 4:30 p.m.
		  †Bob Volz/John & Joy Belperio
Sunday – 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., 12:00 p.m. & 6:00 p.m.
		  People of St. Gertrude
		  †Ted Scherpenberg/Marian Scherpenberg
		  †Terry Scales/Peter Bertoli
		  †Jane Thole/John & Mary Jo Eimermacher

Confessions will be heard in the church this week Wednesday-Friday 
at 4:00 p.m., Wednesday at 7:30 p.m., and Saturday at 3:30 p.m. 
There will not be confessions on Monday (7/26) or Tuesday 
(7/27).
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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

COVER IMAGE: Multiplication of the Loaves and Fish, 
Ambrosius Francken

The Gospel reading for Mass this 
weekend is the beginning of Jesus’ Bread 
of Life discourse in John chapter 6. 
Subsequent weekends are the continuation 
of this teaching, the proclamation of 
segments of this important chapter with 
clear references to the holy Eucharist. I 
write to encourage every parishioner to read 

and pray with this chapter of sacred Scripture. I do so because our 
liturgical reflection on this chapter will be interrupted in the coming 
weeks with the celebration of the feast of St. Dominic on August 8, 
and the celebration of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary on 
August 15. The interruption means that we will not hear the key verses 
of Jesus’ teaching at Mass.

Our Catholic faith in the real presence of Jesus in the holy 
Eucharist is paramount to our identity and practice. We learn from 
the Catechism that “the Eucharist is the efficacious sign and sublime 
cause of that communion in the divine life and that unity of the People 
of God by which the Church is kept in being. It is the culmination 
both of God’s action sanctifying the world in Christ and of the worship 
men offer to Christ and through him to the Father in the Holy Spirit” 
(1325). Tragically, there is a current crisis of faith in the Real Presence. 
Survey after survey presents the data that a large percentage of Catholics 
do not believe in the Real Presence and regard the Eucharist as a mere 
symbol. Hence, they do not see the need to attend Mass each week and 
receive the Lord in holy Communion. To them, and to each of us who 
do believe, there is the strong urging of the Lord for us to receive him 
in the sacrament of the Eucharist: “Truly, truly I say to you, unless you 
eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in 
you” (Jn 6:53). In short, we cannot live in the fullness of divine grace 
and fellowship with the Lord without the sacrament of the Eucharist.

A personal encounter with Jesus awaits us at every moment of 
holy Communion and is sustained by our life of prayer, devotion, and 
works of charity. Praying in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament, 
particularly in eucharistic exposition, prolongs our encounter with 
Jesus. The Eucharist that we adore comes from the altar at Mass and 
the graces that we receive from  our adoration prepares us for a return 
to the celebration of the Mass wherein Christ is again received and the 
soul is filled with grace. The adoration chapel here at our parish gives 
everyone the opportunity to encounter Jesus who loved us to the end 
and remains with us always. Here is an insight from Pope St. John 
Paul II: “The Church and the world have a great need for Eucharistic 
worship. Jesus awaits us in this sacrament of love. Let us not refuse the 
time to go to meet him in adoration, in contemplation full of faith, 
and open to making amends for the serious offenses and crimes of the 
world. Let our adoration never cease” (as quoted in CCC 1380).

Please consider signing up for a regular time for eucharistic 
adoration in our chapel. Join the many people who have been blessed 
and enriched in faith and grace through this commitment. More 

information is found at stgertrude.org/adoration. We will be able to 
return to perpetual adoration when we have commitments for all the 
hours of the day and night.
––––––––

I am happy to share with you that our new parochial vicar, Father 
Jordan Kelly, has arrived. It is such a blessing to have him here at St. 
Gertrude, and I look forward to continuing to serve all of you with my 
fellow Dominican Brother. 

Here is a letter of introduction from Father Jordan. I invite you 
to welcome him and introduce yourselves when you see him at Mass 
and around campus. 

Let us love one another and pray for each other, 

My Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

May the grace of Our Lord remain always with us!

I am Father Jordan Kelly. I go by Father Jordan, and I am the new parochial 
vicar here at St. Gertrude. I am delighted and humbled to be here with all of 
you, my beloved Dominican Brothers, and our wonderful Nashville Dominican 
Sisters. I look forward to getting to know you and together drawing closer to 
Christ—making him the source, center, and end of our lives. 

I come to you from St. Sebastian Church in Providence, Rhode Island. For the 
last three years, I had the great privilege of being the pastor of this very tightly 
knit community on the East Side of Providence. I have also served as pastor of the 
Church of St. Catherine of Siena and the executive director of Dominican Friars 
Health Care Ministry, both in New York City.

My greatest love is the liturgy! I am convinced that if we celebrate the liturgy 
prayerfully and beautifully, the greatest goal of the new evangelization will be 
accomplished. What is that goal: to hear the Gospel, as we never have before, 
and to respond to the Gospel without compromise. Inspired preaching, beautiful 
music, and a prayerful community are essential elements that enhance the great 
gifts the Lord offers through the Mass and other liturgical celebrations. God has 
blessed me with a great love for liturgical music.

I have also taught every grade from kindergarten through graduate school. Along 
the way, I was moved into school administration, but my heart was always in 
the classroom.

I grew up in Allentown, Pennsylvania, with a very normal, blue collar, loving 
family. My parents and my brother have gone home to God; my sister and her 
husband are in Baltimore.

I look forward to being with you for as long as God allows.

O Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us who have recourse to thee!

Fr. Jordan, O.P.
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SCHOOL NEWS

Nurturing Intelligent & 
Virtuous Leaders

Find out more at www.stgertrudesch.org 
or visit us on Facebook

A loving & supportive environment 
where traditional values & modern 

teaching foster critical thinking, 
curiosity & collaboration.

6543 Miami Ave, Madeira, OH  |  513-561-8020

NOW ENROLLING
FOR 2021-2022

ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE IN THE DOMINICAN TRADITION

NEXT FAMILY FUN GATHERING: JULY 27!
We invite all of our St. Gertrude School students and families to join us for our last summer gathering in July. 

When: Tuesday, July 27, 6:00-8:00 p.m. 
Where:	Symmes Township Park
	 11600 Lebanon Road
	 Cincinnati, OH 45140

Symmes Township Park has a ton to offer kids and teenagers, including a basketball court, a volleyball court, an obstacle course, 
playgrounds, creeks, trails, a pond for fishing, and a bark park. Bring your favorite sports equipment and fishing rods/nets. Meet on 
the basketball court visible from the parking lot. (The summer gathering and parking are free.)

Leah Naumann will be supervising this event and is happy to keep an eye on older children. Should you decide to drop off your 
child, please connect with Leah when you arrive to exchange phone numbers and plan to show up for pickup 30 minutes prior to 
the end of the event. Thank you!

If you have any questions, please contact Leah at leah_naumann@yahoo.com or (513) 260-5441.

SCHOOL OFFICE HOURS
School office hours for the week of July 25 are 8:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m., Monday through Friday. 
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EVANGELIZATION

(TRYING TO) LIVE THE 
MISSION: IT’S NFP, BABY! 
BY BRAD BURSA

“Let them have dominion” (Gen. 1:26). 
This is the first desire God expresses for 
human beings, the part of creation made 
in his image and likeness. Upon creating 

human beings male and female—distinct, complementary, and 
equal—God issues his next desire in the form of a command: 
“Be fertile and multiply” (Gen. 1:27). 
The Catholic Church upholds the goodness of the marriage 
covenant and its lifelong bond of fidelity. Respecting the 
Creator’s imperatives for spouses, it champions a spousal 
love that is free, total, faithful, and fruitful. The Church is a 
holdout in days dominated by a contraceptive culture and other 
Christian denominations falling like dominos since the Lambeth 
Conference in 1930. 
In our time, the Church continues to pray for married couples to 
generously open their fertility to the possibility of God blessing 
them with the gift of children and endorses numerous natural 
methods by which couples can exercise a rightful responsibility 
for their conjugal love in freedom. 
In a clear manifestation of God’s providence in our confusing 
times, a number of St. Gertrude parishioners have taken up 
apostolates to teach various natural family planning (NFP) 
methods. This is an unbelievable resourcebank that will bless our 
parish now and for years to come. It is my pleasure to have these 
generous members of our parish introduce themselves and NFP 
methods approved by the archdiocese.

David and Ann Stein – Couple to 
Couple League’s Sympto-Thermal 
Method
Ann and David Stein are certified 
instructors for the Couple to Couple 
League International (CCLI) 
dedicated to helping couples build 

healthy marriages and families in accord with the truth of married 
love. CCLI classes focus on the Sympto-Thermal Method of 
NFP, the return of fertility after childbirth, and Catholic Church 
teaching on marriage and sexuality. Are you feeling weighed down 
by having to shoulder all the responsibility of family planning on 
your own? Let your spouse help you! Try NFP and experience the 
freedom that comes with working as one with your spouse. To 
learn more, visit www.ccli.org or call (513) 207-9673.

Jenna Bernardo – Marquette Method
The Marquette Method allows women to test 
their urinary hormones with the ClearBlue 
monitor. The monitor reads low, high, or peak 
fertility, and women use that information, 
along with protocols and complementary 
markers, to abstain or conceive a child with 

up to 99 percent effectiveness. With the help of a registered 
nurse, couples can determine their fertility in an objective 
manner while navigating normal cycles, and especially during 
postpartum and perimenopause, which are generally confusing 
phases in cycles. For more information, please reach out to 
JennaMarquetteRN@gmail.com. 

Darcie Hester – Billings Method
My name is Darcie Hester. I’m a wife of two 
years, a mother of a three-month-old boy, 
and a certified instructor for the Billings 
Ovulation Method. Billings focuses on the 
sensation felt from cervical mucus to help 
women realize and chart their own unique 

pattern of fertility. Using four consistent rules, couples can 
understand where they are in the woman’s cycle and use that 
knowledge to either achieve or space a pregnancy that month 
based on their discernment. This method is also a powerful tool 
that any woman (married or single) can use as a strong indicator 
of her health. Please reach out to darcie.hester@gmail.com if 
you have questions or are interested in learning more! 

Emily Young – Creighton Method
Emily Young is a wife, mom of two little 
girls, and a FertilityCare Practitioner-
Intern instructing clients in the Creighton 
Model FertilityCare System. The Creighton 
Model is a clinically-proven, life-affirming, 
and medically-applicable method of 

Natural Family Planning that focuses entirely on cervical mucus 
observations. Charting with the Creighton Model empowers a 
woman to take charge of her reproductive and gynecological 
health. This is especially true when Creighton Model charting is 
used in conjunction with treatment from a physician trained in 
NaProTECHNOLOGY, a women’s health science that works 
cooperatively with the woman’s cycle. To learn more, contact 
Emily at eyoung@pregnancycentereast.com or at (513) 493-4546.

The fourth Sunday of each month, we’ll feature stories and tips for trying 
to live the faith in ordinariness of life.
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PARISH NEWS

PLEASE PRAY FOR...
THE SICK: 
Bettie Caudill, Ann Cerone, Marguerite Crema, Kylee Dawson, 
Triset Defonseka, Clyde Dorn, Jean Ellert, Kathy Elsbernd, Lisa Ely, 
Dick Gelhaus, Matt Gelhaus, Bob Gerwin, Andrew Goad, Cameron 
Goad, Matthew Goad, Glenn Grismere, Loretta Holden, Hummel 
Family, Megan Johnson, Rhonda Keith-Stephens, Mike Kennedy, 
Aiko Kimura, Ed Kinney, Marianne Klekamp. Janice Koncius, Kevin 
Lewis, Sandra Munyon, Elaine O’Connell, Gerry Patterson, Jane 
Sansalone, Ellen Schaengold, Patricia Scherer, Pegge Schuermann, 
Richard Seifert, Teddie Slaper, Jack Spilker, Jim Spurgin, Patricia 
Strauss, Judy Sullivan, Mary Saul, Mary Valker, and Bill Van Hise

THOSE IN THE ARMED FORCES: 
Samuel C. Bascom, Patrick Burke, Cole and Kyle Foster, Dominic 
Geraci, Daniel Holian, Mike Huber, Aaron Jacobson, Jacob Kramb, 
John Kramb, Kelly Leugers, John Oscar, Sarah Ries, Kolbe Roberts, 
Dan Roseman, Andrew Shannon, and Ian Tester

THE RECENTLY DECEASED
Cecilia Tejada – wife of Joey

LET US PRAY

Child: Mary Margaret Patch
Parents: Andrea & Jonathan Patch

Child: William Francis Popovich IV
Parents: Rachel & William Popovich

Child: Olivia Marie Roseman
Parents: Bridget & Daniel Roseman

Priest: Fr. John McLoughlin

BAPTISM

THANK YOU TO KEITH CALDWELL – 
PARISH MAINTENANCE
After over 21 years of serving St. Gertrude Church and School, 
Keith Caldwell submitted his resignation on Friday, July 16. We 
are incredibly grateful for everything Keith has done here at St. 
Gertrude, and he will be missed. Let us pray for Keith and ask God 
to bless him and guide him as he begins a new chapter in his life.

2021 ANNIVERSARY MASS 
Married couples from our parish who are celebrating significant 
anniversaries (25, 40, 50, 60, 65, 70, or 75) this year are invited to 
attend the 12:00 p.m. Mass at St. Gertrude on Sunday, September 
26, 2021. Fr. George Schommer, O.P., our pastor, will bestow an 
anniversary blessing to honor these couples. 
Reserved seating will be available for you and your family members. 
If you are planning to attend our parish anniversary Mass, please 
contact Brad Bursa at (513) 561-5954 or bbursa@stgertrude.org 
no later than August 15, 2021 to register.

CLEANING THE CHURCH FLOORS 
We are having the church floors cleaned on Monday, July 26, and 
Tuesday, July 27. There will not be confessions on Monday 
or Tuesday, and all Masses on Tuesday will be in the gym. 

PARISH PICNIC – 
FOOD, FUN, AND FRIENDS
We invite all St. Gertrude parishioners and families to our parish 
picnic on Saturday, August 21, 2021, following the 4:30 p.m. 
Mass. Come and enjoy tasty food, music, and an evening of carefree 
timelessness with your St. Gertrude friends. There will be plenty 
of games and activities for the kids, and the infamous Golf Ball 
Drop will take place on the parish lawn at 7:00 p.m. The parish 
will provide the main dishes. We are asking that people with last 
names A-M bring side items and people with last names N-Z bring 
desserts. For more information and to RSVP, please visit stgertrude.
org/parishpicnic2021.
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COMMUNITY

THANK YOU!
The Ladies of Charity wish to thank the St. Gertrude families and 
friends for making the Treasure Mart a success! Your donations 
and support will go a long way in our efforts to help the poor and 
children of our area.

NATURAL FAMILY PLANNING WEEK, 
JULY 25-31

Adriana Vasquez – Director of 
Marriage and Family Life, 
Archdiocese of Cincinnati
NFP is a powerful tool in harmony with 
God’s plan for marriage for engaged 
couples and married couples to learn 
how to monitor their reproductive health 

and either achieve or postpone pregnancy by practicing periodic 
abstinence. An NFP course teaches couples how to observe the 
signs of fertility and apply simple rules to space their children 
without using drugs or devices. Here in the Archdiocese of 
Cincinnati, we offer NFP courses in a variety of approved methods. 
Choosing the best method for you and your fiancé(e) or spouse to 
learn can be tricky if you aren’t familiar with the NFP methods. 
To help you decide, here is a link to a short quiz provided by the 
Diocese of Phoenix NFP Office at https://phxmarriageprep.org/
nfp-quiz-which-method-is-right-for-us/. After taking the quiz, 
check out our list of upcoming NFP classes, which can be found 
at https://www.centerforthenewevangelization.org/marriage-
family/natural-family-planning.

UPDATE ON MASS IN THE 
EXTRAORDINARY FORM  
IN THE ARCHDIOCESE
On Friday, July 16, Pope Francis issued a motu proprio entitled 
Traditionis Custodes regarding the celebration of the traditional 
Latin Mass using the Roman Missal of 1962. Archbishop Schnurr 
has responded to the document, detailing how the Archdiocese 
of Cincinnati will implement the Holy Father’s motu proprio. To 
read both documents, please visit stgertrude.org/news/latinmass. 
More information to follow regarding how this impacts our 
occasional parish celebration of Mass in the Dominican Rite. 

HOPE EMERGENCY CENTER 
COLLECTION
On August 7 and 8, the Ladies of Charity will be at the white 
van in the parking lot before and after all Masses (except 6:00 
p.m.) collecting items for the Hope Emergency Center, an 
agency in Lynchburg, Ohio, that aids the poor in Adams, Brown, 
Clinton, Highland, and surrounding counties. The center serves 
about 250 families that are struggling to make ends meet. We 
are collecting school supplies, backpacks, lunch boxes, paper, 
notebooks, crayons, pencils, etc. Special needs this year are 
socks and underwear (sizes pre-school to young adult). This is a 
perfect opportunity to take advantage of Ohio’s sales tax holiday 
on August 6-8. Cash and check donations are also appreciated! 
Anything and everything that we supply goes a long way toward 
preparing our future leaders. If you have questions, please 
contact Jean Wilkinson at (513) 498-5085.

As I usually do, I asked the Lord Jesus one evening to give me 
the points for next day’s meditation. I received the answer: 
Meditate on the Prophet Jonah and his mission . . . I 
recognized myself in the person of the prophet, in the sense 
that often I, too, try to make excuses to the Lord, claiming 
that someone else would do His holy will better than I could, 
and not understanding that God can do all things and that 
His omnipotence will be all the more manifest if the tool is 
poorer . . . I told my confessor that fear seized me because of 
this mission for which God was using me, clumsy tool that I 
was, and my spiritual father answered that, willing or not, we 
must carry out the will of God, and he gave me the Prophet 
Jonah as an example. (Diary, #331) 

FROM THE DIARY OF  
ST. MARIA FAUSTINA KOWALSKA
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HOLY TEACHING

ASK A PRIEST –
DOMINICAN 
OBEDIENCE
FR. JOHN MARK SOLITARIO, O.P.

Q: The Dominicans strike me as both 
traditional and intellectually open and 
engaged. How do friars obey those in 
authority when their own opinions 

and preferences are challenged?
A: The bright lights of the Dominican Order teach us that 
adherence to Tradition and freedom of thought and action are 
not necessarily opposed.1 The Catechism treats Tradition not 
as something stagnant but “living.” Guided by the Holy Spirit, 
the Church obtains deeper knowledge and clearer teaching 
regarding what has been “handed on” from the Apostles. For 
example, the books of the New Testament were composed after 
Jesus ascended into Heaven, thanks to the inspiration of the 
Holy Spirit. The same Spirit continues to assist the Church with 
the interpretation of that written Word today.2 

Jesus promised true freedom to those who accepted the 
truth from his lips (see Jn 8:32). There can be no real flourishing 
for any man or woman without faithfulness. The pope and 
bishops have the responsibility to see that sacred Tradition, both 
written and spoken, is passed on fully to Christians today so 
that they can know and love the truth that completes them. In 
performing this task, the Church’s pastors are not to domineer 
but to serve the Word.3 Individual Christians, too, are called 
to explore God’s revelation in a spirit of faithfulness through 
contemplation and study and even theological research. Given 
their imitation of Jesus who was always obedient to his Father, 
the overall approach of the Church is one of adventure: “Thanks 
to the supernatural sense of faith, the people of God as a whole 
never cease to welcome, penetrate more deeply, and live more 
fully from the gift of divine revelation.”4

The Dominican charism presupposes obedience. In our 
vow formula, obedience is the only virtue that is named: to 
God, Mary, St. Dominic, and various elected superiors and their 
successors as specified in our Constitutions and Rule. Obedience 
is meant to ensure that all the friars—from the youngest novice 
to the Master of the Order—remain united to the spirit and 
mission: preaching for the salvation of souls. Singularity and self-
pursuit undermine our preaching of Jesus Christ, whose Spirit 
of truth, love, and peace we have been called to “put on.” Short 
of asking a brother to sin or transgress the laws of the Church 
or Dominican Order, our superiors are given the benefit of the 

doubt and, according to the Rule of St. Augustine, pitied and 
prayed for given their great responsibilities. We elected them, 
after all! We may disagree with them and perhaps their faults 
are quite visible, but certain decisions—all consultation said and 
done—are theirs to make and ours to follow. 

1	 I recommend Congar’s Tradition and Traditions, Pinckaer’s The Sources of 
Christian Ethics, Benoit’s Prophecy and Inspiration, and Arintero’s Mystical 
Evolution for modern theological studies that aim for faithfulness to what 
has been passed down as well as a hopeful ingenuity.

2	 CCC 78-82
3	 CCC 83-86 makes it clear that in their exercise of the Church’s Magisterium, 

these pastors of the Church can and must exercise stewardship in the areas 
of Christian teaching, community, liturgy, and devotion. 

4	 CCC 99.

Ask a Priest will be a regular format for our Holy Teaching section in the 
coming months. Submit your own question to parishoffice@stgertrude.org 
for one of our Dominican priests to answer in the bulletin!
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OFFERING
St. Gertrude Parish 

Weekly Collection and Budget Report

Please submit your Mass announcements and 
bulletin articles to bulletin@stgertrude.org
6543 Miami Avenue, Cincinnati, OH 45243

(513) 561-5954 | FAX (513) 561-7184 | www.StGertrude.org 

BULLETIN

8/8/21

MATERIALS DUE

7/28/21

BULLETIN DEADLINE

Monday, 
July 26

Tuesday, 
July 27

Wednesday, 
July 28

Thursday, 
July 29

Friday, 
July 30

Saturday, 
July 31

Sunday, 
August 1

L’Alto: HS 
Core Team 
Meeting
7:00 p.m.
School Cafeteria

Resurrection 
Choir Practice
8:30 a.m.
Parish Center
St. Joseph Mtg. Rm.

Walk to 
Remember
9:00 a.m.
Parish Center
St. Dominic Lobby 
& Parking Lot

Rosary Sales
After all Morning Masses
Outside or 
Parish Center
St. Dominic Lobby 

Healing Rosary
7:00 p.m.
Rosary Garden 
(weather permitting)

L’Alto: HS 
Summer ‘21
6:30 p.m.
School Playground

Little Flower 
Library Open
9:00-11:30 a.m.

LFL Book Club
7:30 p.m.
Parish Center
St. Joseph Mtg. Rm.

Benediction
8:50 p.m.
Church

THE WEEK AHEAD

For guidelines about meetings on campus and scheduling 
information, please visit stgertrude.org/covid19.

Collection for July 18
Weekly Budget 	 $	 35,294
Collection 	 $	 23,547
Weekly Deficit	 ($	 11,747)

Fiscal Year-To-Date 
(for year ending June 30, 2022)

Fiscal YTD Budget	 $	 105,882
Fiscal YTD Actual	 $	 108,497
Fiscal YTD Surplus	 $	 2,615

2nd Collection – Catholic Education 	 $	 3,073



St. Gertrude Roman Catholic Church9

Parish Staff
Fr. George Schommer, O.P., pastor
Fr. John Mark Solitario, O.P., parochial vicar
Fr. Jordan Kelly, O.P., parochial vicar

Dominican Friars in Residence
Fr. John Langlois, O.P., prior
Fr. Joseph Alobaidi, O.P.
Fr. John Corbett, O.P.
Fr. Paul J. Keller, O.P.
Fr. Michael Mary Dosch, O.P., novice master

St. Gertrude School – 513.561.8020
Principal – Sr. Maria Christi Greve, O.P.	 ext 1101
Vice Principal – Mr. Travis Johnson	 ext 1101
PTO President – Sarah Schilling	 513.315.1053
School Advisory Council 

Office of Administration – 513.561.5954
Receptionists – Susan Kane & Teri Forlini	 ext 2101
Business Manager – Don Regan 	 ext 2102
Bereavement Coordinator – 
  AnnaMaria Spurgin 	 amspurgin@stgertrude.org
Bulletin Editor 	 bulletin@stgertrude.org
Sacristan – Sheila Saalfeld 	 ext 2401
Director of Music – Catherine Fishlock	 ext 2116

Evangelization Team – 513.561.5954
Team Lead and Director of Adult Formation – 
 Brad Bursa, PhD	 ext 2109
Coordinator of Catechesis of the Good Shepherd – 
 Mary Beth Dickert 	 ext 2109
Director of Youth Formation – Walter Plummer 	 ext 2109
Communications Coordinator – Michelle Dushensky
Executive Assistant – Kristen Eggers 	 513.561.8369
Rites of Christian Initiation (R.C.I.A.) – 
 Fr. John Mark Solitario, O.P.

Corporal Works of Mercy
Helping Hands – Nancy Lucas 	 stgerthh@gmail.com
Knights of Columbus – Phil Motz	 513-444-5072
Ladies of Charity – Jean Wilkinson 	 513.498.5085
Parish Health Ministry – Jeanne Palcic 	 513.317.4123
Pregnancy Center East (for all pregnancy needs)	 513.321.3100
Soup Kitchen – Andy Cordier 	 soupkitchen@stgertrude.org
St. Vincent De Paul Society – Jim Spurgin 	 513.561.5954, ext 2112
Visitation of the Sick – Judy Hartmann 	 513.984.8003

Vocations Directors
Archdiocese of Cincinnati – Fr. Dan Schmitmeyer	 513.421.3131
Dominican Friars – 
 Fr. Jacob Bertrand Janczyk, O.P.	 DominicanFriars.org
Nashville Dominican Sisters – Sr. Mara Grace, O.P.	 615.256.5486

Spiritual Works of Mercy
Baptism Team –
Circle of Prayer – Barbara Rose 	 prayercirclesg@gmail.com
Communion to Sick – Judy Hartmann 	 513.984.8003
Eucharistic Adoration 	 adoration@stgertrude.org
Natural Family Planning – David & Ann Stein 	 513.207.9673
Pastoral Council – Mark Kosobud 	 513.469.0852
Prayer Ministry for the Dying – Pat Collins 	 513.265.1897
Regina Veritatis Prayer & Healing – Nealy Mechley 	513.505.1740
Respect Life – Debbie Graham 	 513.984.4766
Rosary Making – Larry Ball 	 513.831.8572
Unbound Ministry – Nealy Mechley	 513.505.1740

Liturgical Ministries
Adult Choir – Catherine Fishlock	 513.561.5954
Contemporary Music Ensemble – Paul Kindt	 513.697.9208
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion – 	 513.561.5954
Lectors – 	 513.561.5954 ext 1123
Resurrection Choir – Marty Cunningham	 513.891.4226
The St. Anne and the Child Mary Guild – 
 Cristina Genung	 513.404.6011
St. Joseph the Worker Society	 513.561.5954
Ushers – Douglas Postler	 513.791.6298
Viri Selecti – Ben Hoffmann	 pxaw@hotmail.com
Youth Choir – Catherine Fishlock	 513.561.5954

Spiritual Groups
Adult Bible Study – 	 513.561.5954
Amiguitas del Corazón de Jesús – 
 Nora Klopp-Frias	 noraklopp08@gmail.com
Angelic Warfare Confraternity – 
 Fr.. John Mark Solitario, O.P.	 513.561.5954
Benedictine Oblates – Mark Milliron	 513.536.6275
Catholic Men’s Fellowship – Paul Rieger	 513.885.5903
Confraternity of the Most Holy Rosary – 
 Brian Zappia	 513.791.7299
Dominican Laity (Bishop Fenwick) – 
 Joan Ratajczak, O.P.	 jsratajczak@gmail.com
Dominican Laity (Our Lady of Peace) – 
 Mr. Fred Thomas, O.P.	 513.335.1700 or fth5131119@aol.com
FAMILIA/CANA Family For Mothers – 
 Anita Pappalardo	 513.248.8237
Holy Family Prayer Group – Malissa Frohlich	 513.519.5197 
Special Needs Moms Support Group – 
 Tina Rolfes	 tina.rolfes123@gmail.com
True Devotion to Mary – Anne Collins	 513.984.4708

Parish Groups
Athletic Boosters – Marc Gerwel	 513.774.7779
Boy Scouts – Robert Dinga	 612.616.8242
Cub Scouts – Chris De Brunner	 513.379.1010
Garden Club – Susan Brokaw	 513.702.6877
Lenten Fish Fry – Rob Mancini	 513.520.6360
Little Flower Library – Susan Santos	 513.504.0205
Parish Coffee – Mark Findley	 513.417.9227

PARISH DIRECTORY
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 513-574-0005 Residential & Commercial
 www.andersonautomatic.com “Since 1929”

Heating & Cooling
Providing Heating & Cooling Services to Parishioners of St. Gertrude since 1929.

Automatic

Walter St. Clair RoofingWalter St. Clair Roofing
Serving Cincinnati Since 1923

Roofing & Sheet Metal Work
Slate & Tile Repair

Box Gutters & Seamless Gutters
Jerry St. Clair, pariShioner           641-3265

gertz  law
Y O U R  F A M I L Y ’ S  L A W Y E R

GERTZLAW.COM
	 Reading	Office	 Loveland	Office
 (513) 554-1868 (513) 583-1549

Susan	Marie	Allspach,	Esq.
Anthony	J.	Gertz,	Esq.
Anthony	J.	Gertz	II,	Esq.

•	Probate	Administration/Estate	Planning/Wills/Trusts
•	Divorce/Family	Law/Litigation

•	Business/Corporate	Transactions/Contracts

Now Offering Permanent Makeup
(513) 429-3110

7835 Camargo Road, Madeira, OH
www.thedeluxenailsspa.com

Voted Best
of CinCinnati

 2018

Mon-Fri 9:30a-8:00p
Sat 9:30a-6:30p
Sun 11:00a-6:00p

Full Service inSulation

Environmental Company
Asbestos & Mold Removal

(513) 242-0600

Central Insulation
Systems, Inc.

Electric Company Inc.
350 Pike Street, Covington, KY

859-491-2984

Robert L. Franer III, AAMS®

Parishioner & Member of The Catholic Financial Planners Network
Faith based Financial Planning and Investment Management

513-334-1621 (O) | 513-434-3583 (C) 
robert.l.franer@lpl.com
www.franerfinancialadvice.com

Securities offered through LPL Financial, a Registered Investment Advisor, member FINmember FINRA/SIPC

Compliments of
A Friend of the Parish

KLEKAMP PAVING
Asphalt Paving

Patching
Asphalt

Sealcoating

513-561-4600
www.klekamp.com

mattbonhauspainting.com

Compliments of

General Contractors and Land Development Company

6403 Madison, Madisonville • 271-1570 
1793 Ohio Pike, Amelia • 797-4888

Now 2 Locations!

Every family has their traditions...
Traditions can be a part of yours.

INDEPENDENT LIVING
ASSISTED LIVING • MEMORY CARE
7650 CAMARGO ROAD • MADEIRA, OH 45243

513-422-5499 • WWW.TRADITIONSATCAMARGO.COM

Gary BergmanGary Bergman
OCNT-LandscapeOCNT-Landscape

(513) 200-9141(513) 200-9141
designsofnature@embarqmail.comdesignsofnature@embarqmail.com

Landscape Design & Installation
                    Lawn & Bed Care

ROYALMONT ACADEMY
200 Northcrest Drive, Mason, OH

Catholic Preschool • High School • Full and 1/2 day Preschool 
ENROLLING NOW!

513-754-0555 • www.Royalmont.org

FREE PICK UP & DELIVERY SERVICE

513-321-5100
Widmerscleaners.com

7700 Shawnee Run Rd.,
Cincinnati, 45243Premier Dry Cleaners Since 1910

HALPIN
PLUMBING, INC.

513-631-2001
REMODEL/REPAIR

CASTRUCCI
COLLISION

MILFORD
Body Shop Direct Call

831-5460

Organizing & 
decluttering support 

for homes & small 
businesses

A life better organized 
has more time

for living!702-1849

AHP Anderson Hills Plumbing
Residential – Commercial – FREE ESTIMATES

Over 51 Years Experience & Satisfaction
Ernie, Jack, Ralph & Barb Vilardo

6229 Beechmont Avenue  513-232-3821

STRAWSER & STALEY
FUNERAL HOMES

BLUE ASH
9503 Kenwood Rd., Blue Ash OH 45242 

513-791-7203 • www.strawserfuneralhome.com 
Traditional Burial, Pre-Arranged Planning, Green 

Burial, Cremation Service and Pet Death Care.

GEO. H. ROHDE & SON

Funeral HomeFuneral Home
Since 1910

3183 Linwood Ave., Mt. Lookout Sq.3183 Linwood Ave., Mt. Lookout Sq.
Serving Eastern Hills, Mt. Lookout & Hyde ParkServing Eastern Hills, Mt. Lookout & Hyde Park

513-321-0404513-321-0404
www.rohdefuneral.comwww.rohdefuneral.com

Directors: Directors: 
Steve Rohde, Denise Mercier Steve Rohde, Denise Mercier 

& Darrell Schneider& Darrell Schneider

NMLS# 287975

JEFF STANLEY
Portfolio Manager
Financial Advisor
513-762-5317
7755 Montgomery Rd., Cincinnati, OH 45236
Jeff.stanley@morganstanley.com
Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC. Member SIPC. CRC 3376205 12/2020

The Stanley Edwards Group 
at Morgan Stanley

ERIC D. BENDER
Attorney at Law

Moeller (1984)
University of Notre Dame (1988)

U.C. Law (1991)

www.ericbenderlaw.com
Family Law • Wills & Probate

Lawsuits • Guardianship
Adoption

891-5630
9764 Kenwood Road

in Blue Ash
Visa/Mastercard Accepted

ATECH Fire Services
Commercial Fire Protection Services

Fire Extinguisher/Exit Lights/Fire Alarm
Sprinkler/Backflow/Special Hazard

513-755-1222

7319 Columbia Road

Garden Center 
& Landscaping

398-1008
www.sharonnursery.com
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beatrice
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT

TIM BEATRICE
Parishioner

513-254-5620
timbeatrice5@yahoo.com

Knights of Columbus
Archbishop Elder Council

elderkofc.org
Join today.

Visit kofc.org/joinus

Jeff Woodward, Parishioner   513-247-9241
Celebrating 30 years in business

www.wciconstruction.com

Woodward Construction, Inc.

Kinsella

Kitchen & Bath
Remodeling

561-5285
7880 Camargo Rd.

kinsellakitchens.com

Dr. Frederick A. Heiselman
General • Implant

Dentistry
Parishioner

513-561-8600
7140 Miami Ave., 

Ste. 201
fheiselmandds.com

GILSON’S
ENGRAVING

ELEGANT GIFTS

Engraved gifts for all occasionsEngraved gifts for all occasions

7116 Miami Ave.

891-0730
www.gilsonsonline.com
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Chuck Borchers
REALTOR, Parishioner

513-335-4039
charles.borchers@gmail.com
chuckborchershomes.com

Accepting New 
Patients

Dr. Eleanor Endres
Parishioner

513-791-8880 • www.endresdentistry.com
“Oral Health is the Gateway to Healthy Living”

KENWOOD, 7500 MONTGOMERY RD.

513-791-5353
MADISONVILLE, 4418 WHETSEL AVENUE

513-271-0732

Thomas-Justin
Funeral Homes, Inc.
Four Generations of Family Service 

to the Community

OH HVAC Lic. #30854 KY HVAC Lic. M04694
OH Plumbing Lic. #46270

Process
Construction

MECHANICAL CONTRACTOR

Specializing in Piping, HVAC/R,  
Plumbing & Service • Commercial & Industrial

www.processconstruction.com
(513) 251-2211   1421 Queen City Avenue

LANDSCAPE SPECIALISTS, INC.

Hardscape Landscape
• Walkways & Patios • Installations
• Driveways • Renovations
• Retaining Walls • Maintenance
• Drainage Systems Snow Clearing

Quality Service for Over 30 years

396-6400
Ed Witte, Parishioner

WITTEWITTE

Kitchens • Bathrooms

Room Additions

Screen & Covered Porches

Lower Levels & Basements

513.492.8429
7264 Columbia Rd., Ste. 600, Maineville

www.PenderyConstruction.com

HYDE PARK
PAINTING

and
CARPENTRY
321-4100

Remodeling 
Roofing/Gutters • Concrete 

Plumbing/Electric
Drywall • Int./Ext. Painting
Your Complete Home 

Repair Company

LARRY’S 
LOCK, SAFE &  

SECURITY CENTER 
 

791-9163 
 
 
 
 

8005 Plainfield Road 
Cincinnati, OH 45236 

Larry’s
LOCK, SAFE & 

SECURITY CENTER

791-9163

8005 Plainfield Road
Cincinnati, OH 45236

513-396-7446 
fastsigns.com/352

3248 Highland Avenue,  
Cincinnati, OH 45213

Madeira Owned

Let’s make it happen!®

Monika DeRoussel
mderoussel@hotmail.com REALTOR®

513-289-1039

Gilligan Funeral Homes
Established 1877

8225 Montgomery Road • 891-8373
Traditional & Cremation Services

www.gilliganfuneralhomes.com

513-472-1985
www.bestplumbercincinnati.com

$25 OFF with this Ad

Jim Volz
CPA & Trusted

Advisor
794-1551.com

9900 Carver Rd., Blue Ash

Parishioner since 2000

513-561-2400
Stephen K. Shaw   (513) 673-8258
skshawlaw@gmail.com I skshawlaw.com
8157 Camargo Rd., Madeira, OH 45243

WILLS I TRUSTS I PROBATE

Keith D. Jackson DDS
Laura K. Jackson DDS

7113 Miami Avenue Madeira, OH 45243
Tel: (513) 561-5318

July 25, 2021
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TREE TRIMMING 
& REMOVAL

Joe Semrad III, Local Resident 
Certified Arborist

513-631-4442
ScapesOhio.com

Since 1987


