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beatrice
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT

TIM BEATRICE
Parishioner

513-254-5620
timbeatrice5@yahoo.com

Knights of Columbus
Archbishop Elder Council

elderkofc.org
Join today.

Visit kofc.org/joinus

Jeff Woodward, Parishioner   513-247-9241
Celebrating 30 years in business

www.wciconstruction.com

Woodward Construction, Inc.

Kinsella

Kitchen & Bath
Remodeling

561-5285
7880 Camargo Rd.

kinsellakitchens.com

Dr. Frederick A. Heiselman
General • Implant

Dentistry
Parishioner

513-561-8600
7140 Miami Ave., 

Ste. 201
fheiselmandds.com

GILSON’S
ENGRAVING

ELEGANT GIFTS

Engraved gifts for all occasionsEngraved gifts for all occasions

7116 Miami Ave.

891-0730
www.gilsonsonline.com
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Chuck Borchers
REALTOR, Parishioner

513-335-4039
charles.borchers@gmail.com
chuckborchershomes.com

Accepting New 
Patients

Dr. Eleanor Endres
Parishioner

513-791-8880 • www.endresdentistry.com
“Oral Health is the Gateway to Healthy Living”

KENWOOD, 7500 MONTGOMERY RD.

513-791-5353
MADISONVILLE, 4418 WHETSEL AVENUE

513-271-0732

Thomas-Justin
Funeral Homes, Inc.
Four Generations of Family Service 

to the Community

OH HVAC Lic. #30854 KY HVAC Lic. M04694
OH Plumbing Lic. #46270

Process
Construction

MECHANICAL CONTRACTOR

Specializing in Piping, HVAC/R,  
Plumbing & Service • Commercial & Industrial

www.processconstruction.com
(513) 251-2211   1421 Queen City Avenue

LANDSCAPE SPECIALISTS, INC.

Hardscape Landscape
• Walkways & Patios • Installations
• Driveways • Renovations
• Retaining Walls • Maintenance
• Drainage Systems Snow Clearing

Quality Service for Over 30 years

396-6400
Ed Witte, Parishioner

WITTEWITTE

Kitchens • Bathrooms

Room Additions

Screen & Covered Porches

Lower Levels & Basements

513.492.8429
7264 Columbia Rd., Ste. 600, Maineville

www.PenderyConstruction.com

HYDE PARK
PAINTING

and
CARPENTRY
321-4100

Remodeling 
Roofing/Gutters • Concrete 

Plumbing/Electric
Drywall • Int./Ext. Painting
Your Complete Home 

Repair Company

LARRY’S 
LOCK, SAFE &  

SECURITY CENTER 
 

791-9163 
 
 
 
 

8005 Plainfield Road 
Cincinnati, OH 45236 

Larry’s
LOCK, SAFE & 

SECURITY CENTER

791-9163

8005 Plainfield Road
Cincinnati, OH 45236

513-396-7446 
fastsigns.com/352

3248 Highland Avenue,  
Cincinnati, OH 45213

Madeira Owned

Let’s make it happen!®

Monika DeRoussel
mderoussel@hotmail.com REALTOR®

513-289-1039

Gilligan Funeral Homes
Established 1877

8225 Montgomery Road • 891-8373
Traditional & Cremation Services

www.gilliganfuneralhomes.com

513-472-1985
www.bestplumbercincinnati.com

$25 OFF with this Ad

Jim Volz
CPA & Trusted

Advisor
794-1551.com

9900 Carver Rd., Blue Ash

Parishioner since 2000

513-561-2400
Stephen K. Shaw   (513) 673-8258
skshawlaw@gmail.com I skshawlaw.com
8157 Camargo Rd., Madeira, OH 45243

WILLS I TRUSTS I PROBATE

Keith D. Jackson DDS
Laura K. Jackson DDS

7113 Miami Avenue Madeira, OH 45243
Tel: (513) 561-5318
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6543 Miami Ave., Cincinnati, OH 45243 | (513) 561-5954 | www.stgertrude.org6543 Miami Ave., Cincinnati, OH 45243 | (513) 561-5954 | www.stgertrude.org

TREE TRIMMING 
& REMOVAL

Joe Semrad III, Local Resident 
Certified Arborist

513-631-4442
ScapesOhio.com

Since 1987
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MASSES AND CONFESSIONS AT ST. GERTRUDE

Parish Office Hours
Monday-Friday: 8:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
School Office Hours
Monday-Friday: 8:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 
Church Hours
Every day: 7:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m.

Parish Office Info

Monday, July 5, Weekday
8:00 a.m. Only – Independence Day Observed
		  †Carole Twyman/Doug & Robin Postler
		  †Paul & Joan Ortiz/Al Stevenson
		  †Deceased Members of the 
		    Dominican Order
Tuesday, July 6, Weekday
	 7:00 a.m.	 †Joe Susshine/Nicole Best
	 8:00 a.m.	 †Vinnie Englert/The Butschie Family
	 11:30 a.m.	 †Dorothy Arozarena/Julee & Diane
Wednesday, July 7, Weekday
	 7:00 a.m.	 †June Smith/Kathy & Sy Swart
	 8:00 a.m.	 †Giovanna Ragusa/Ken, Karen & 
		    Lizzy Lenhart
	 11:30 a.m.	 †Tony Thieu Tran/Thien Cao
Thursday, July 8, Weekday
	 7:00 a.m.	 †Bubba Hoctor/The Hayes Family
	 8:00 a.m.	 †Bonnie McGonegle/Kathleen McGonegle
	 11:30 a.m.	 Stephen Kenny & Family/
		    Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Kenny
Friday, July 9, Weekday
	 7:00 a.m.	 †Carol Coors/Melanie & John Sheridan
	 8:00 a.m.	 †Mary Ellen Martin/Doug & 
		    Ann Oppenheimer
	 11:30 a.m.	 †Jeff Vollmer/Pat & Nealy Mechley

Saturday, July 10, Weekday
	 8:00 a.m.	 †Virginia O. Goedde/Peter Goedde
	 11:30 a.m.	 Mary Petric/Shari Siebert

July 10-11, 15th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Saturday – 4:30 p.m.
		  †Jim & Margie Ferguson/Terry Ferguson
Sunday – 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., 12:00 p.m. & 6:00 p.m.
		  People of St. Gertrude
		  †Jane Thole/John & Mary Jo Eimermacher
		  †Jeffrey S. Vollmer/Molly & Bruce Vollmer
		  †Mary Lou Brockman/Susan & 
		    Herb Wandstrat

Confessions will be heard in the church Monday-Friday at 4:00 
p.m., Wednesday at 7:30 p.m. and Saturday at 3:30 p.m. There 
will be no confessions on Monday, July 5. 
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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

COVER IMAGE: By Amfeather – Own work, CC 
BY-SA 4.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.
php?curid=69365641

On one occasion I heard these words in my 
soul – Make a novena for your country. 
This novena will consist of the recitation 
of the Litany of the Saints... Towards the 
end of the litany I saw a great radiance and, 

in the midst of it, God the Father. Between this radiance 
and the earth I saw Jesus, nailed to the Cross in such a way 
that when God wanted to look at the earth, He had to look 
through the wounds of Jesus. And I understood that it was 
for the sake of Jesus that God blesses the earth. (Diary, #59) 

FROM THE DIARY OF  
ST. MARIA FAUSTINA KOWALSKA

GRATEFUL FOR OUR HISTORY
For many people around the world, 

the Fourth of July is just another day. 
But for us Americans – for us American 
Catholics – it’s an opportunity to 
remember the principles upon which this 
country was founded and to thank God 

for the many blessings He has bestowed upon our great nation 
and each one of us. Despite the struggles we are facing today in 
our country, our Church, our homes, and in our hearts, we are 
obligated to be grateful.  

As we celebrate the founding of the United States of America, 
I am reminded of two other foundings: the establishment of the 
Diocese of Cincinnati (1821) and St. Gertrude Church (1923). 
No doubt, these are two more gifts to add to our gratitude list. 

Just like the United States, the Archdiocese of Cincinnati 
and St. Gertrude Church have rich histories and rare beauty that 
merit being shared. That’s why Fr. David Endres and members 
of the archdiocese’s bicentennial committee have collaborated 
with publisher Editions du Signe to create two timely books, 
Treasures of the Archdiocese of Cincinnati and Seeking the Lord. 

As its introduction states, Treasures is “a pictorial celebration 
of many of the Roman Catholic places of worship that grace the 
landscape of Western and Southwestern Ohio. Over much of the 
past 200 years, these beautiful churches and religious sites have 
helped millions of Catholics, in times both good and bad, lift 
their hearts and minds to God...

These are the places where we have gathered to give praise 
and worship to God, introduce our children to the love of Jesus 
and grow as followers of Christ. These are the places where 
we have been baptized, confirmed, forgiven and, ultimately, 
commended to God’s mercy. These are the places where we 
encounter our Lord and Savior, both in His Word and in His 
Real Presence in the Holy Eucharist, welcoming Him into our 
hearts so that we can radiate Christ to all we meet.”

The authors acknowledge that “no single book could 
possibly capture the rich history of every parish or all the 
beautiful architecture, statuary, stained glass and iconography 
of the expansive Archdiocese of Cincinnati.” In fact, out of the 
210 parishes in the archdiocese, only 135 parishes (along with 
seventeen non-parish locations) are featured. Some of the churches 
are familiar to many, while others are hidden gems known only 
to local parishioners. This bicentennial year presents the perfect 
opportunity to learn about and visit these historical places. 

I am happy to share that St. Gertrude, the only Dominican 

parish in the archdiocese, is among the parishes highlighted in 
this keepsake book. For many of you, St. Gertrude has been a 
building block of your faith and an important – and essential – 
part of your everyday lives. It’s where you grew up. It’s where 
you were married. It’s where you had your children baptized. It’s 
where you’ve brought your joys and sorrows and offered them to 
your Heavenly Father. And it’s where you gather with the faithful 
every Sunday to give praise to God and encounter Jesus Christ. 

I encourage you today to thank God for not only the many 
freedoms you have as a citizen of the United States but also the 
incredible gift of our parish and the archdiocese, both of which 
have shaped us and connect us to the generations of faithful 
Catholics who have come before us and the generations that will 
come after us. 

Let us love one another and pray for each other,

Treasures of the Archdiocese of Cincinnati ($30.00) and Seeking the 
Lord ($15.00), an engaging illustrated history of the archdiocese 
suitable for children and adults, will be available for purchase 
exclusively through parishes in September. St. Gertrude will 
have a limited number of copies of each book, so we will offer 
them on a first-come, first-served basis. (Stay tuned for more 
information.) If you would like to take a look at either book, 
there is a copy of each one at the parish office.



St. Gertrude Roman Catholic Church3

SCHOOL NEWS

Nurturing Intelligent & 
Virtuous Leaders

Find out more at www.stgertrudesch.org 
or visit us on Facebook

A loving & supportive environment 
where traditional values & modern 

teaching foster critical thinking, 
curiosity & collaboration.

6543 Miami Ave, Madeira, OH  |  513-561-8020

NOW ENROLLING
FOR 2021-2022

ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE IN THE DOMINICAN TRADITION

JULY FAMILY FUN GATHERINGS
We invite all of our St. Gertrude School students and families to join us for four exciting events this month! Check out our Facebook 
page and future bulletins for more information. If you have any questions, please contact Leah Naumann at leah_naumann@yahoo.
com or (513) 260-5441. 

When Where What

Wednesday, July 7
2:00-4:00 p.m.

Smale Park
166 W. Mehring Way
Cincinnati

Cool off at the spray grounds and fountains and have a blast at 
the unique playscape. (Water and park activities are free; rides 
are $2.00/person.)

Tuesday, July 13
6:30-8:30 p.m.

Cottell Park
5847 Irwin-Simpson Road
Mason

Climb, swing, fish, shoot hoops, and play soccer, football, 
baseball, tennis, or catch-and-release! Bring your favorite 
basketball and fishing rod/tackle box if you choose to 
participate in the knockout challenge, free-throw shooting 
contest, or fishing contest.

Thursday, July 22
11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.

Julifs Park
8429 Clough Pike
Cincinnati

Enjoy an afternoon on the playgrounds, playing basketball 
and sand volleyball, and walking on the beautiful walking trail 
(perfect for bikes and scooters). 

Tuesday, July 27
6:00-8:00 p.m.

Symmes Township Park
11600 Lebanon Road
Cincinnati

Engage in a variety of fun on the basketball and volleyball 
courts, obstacle course, playgrounds, and trails. There’s even 
a creek for fishing and a bark park. 

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
St. Gertrude School is looking for a...
•	 full-time first grade teacher
•	 full-time junior high science teacher (grades 6-8) 
•	 part-time (17 hours/week, 2:30-6:00 p.m.) assistant care provider for our After School Care program
For more information and to view the job postings, please visit https://www.stgertrude.org/employment.html.
SGS is also in need of a part-time receptionist. If you are or someone you know is interested, please submit a cover letter, a 
résumé, and contact information for three references to info@stgertrudesch.org.

SCHOOL OFFICE HOURS 
School office hours for the week of July 4 are 8:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m., Tuesday through Friday. The office will be closed on 
Monday, July 5, for Independence Day.  
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EVANGELIZATION

MEET THE TEAM: WALTER PLUMMER 
Each month, the St. Gertrude bulletin will 
feature an interview with a member of the 
parish’s Evangelization team. This month, 
we’re highlighting Walter Plummer, director of 
youth formation. 
St. Gertrude Bulletin: You’re new to 
the staff at St. Gertrude, right? 

Walter: Yes! My first day was June 10. So by the time people 
are reading this, I’ll be a seasoned veteran of almost one month. 
Prior to arriving at St. Gertrude, I served in youth ministry for 
seven years here in the Archdiocese of Cincinnati and two years 
as a program manager for high school and college mission trips. 

SGB: Can you share a bit about what drew you to the 
position at the parish?  
Walter: Wow, it’s hard to shrink 
it down to just a few points. But I’ll 
try, for the good of the reader. First, 
the beautiful liturgy. My first Easter 
Vigil in Cincinnati as an adult, Abby 
(my then girlfriend, now wife) and I 
worshipped here at St. Gertrude. I just 
remember being struck by the beauty, 
simplicity, and reverence of the Mass 
at the parish. Second, the Dominican 
charism of preaching. We have regularly received the sacrament 
of reconciliation here at St. Gertrude since we started living in 
the area and have been extraordinarily blessed by the wisdom and 
clear teaching of the Dominican priests. Third, the community 
of intentional disciples. My primary vocation is marriage and the 
blessing of family life that flows from it, and one of my greatest 
desires is to see my wife and children know the Lord more and 
more. It is a blessing to see and be with so many other families 
who desire the same, who run the race so as to win.  

SGB: Had you always planned on doing ministry?
Walter: Not always. My undergraduate studies were in English 
and secondary education, with the goal of being a high school 
teacher. At some point I realized that at the heart of what I loved 
about working with young people was seeing them embrace a 
future full of hope. I believe at the center of that hope, of any 
real hope, is the reality of who God is and who He says we are. 
At that point I knew that I wanted to spend the rest of my life 
witnessing to that fundamental reality. 

SGB: Let’s switch gears and talk about life outside of 
ministry. Were you born and raised in Cincinnati? 
Walter: Born, yes. Raised, kind of. My family and I lived here 
until I was in third grade, and then we moved to Cleveland 
because of my dad’s work. So my formative years involved a lot 
of Browns’ and Cavs’ games, which has got to earn me at least a 
year off of purgatory. I came back to Cincinnati in 2013 and have 
loved being here ever since. 

SGB: Describe your family a bit, if you don’t mind. 
Walter: They’re pretty great. 
My beautiful wife, Abby, and I 
have been married for almost 
seven years. We have three boys 
who keep us busy and remind 
us of the joy the Father has in 
us. (Most of the time!) Our son 
William is four, James is two, 
and Benedict is eight months 
and counting. We love to be 

outside, water our plants (and each other), hike, and have pillow 
fights. And we love Jesus. 

SGB: Did you decide to register your family in the parish? 
Walter: Absolutely! 

SGB: What excites you most about that? 
Walter: I believe that a Christian life is an integrated one, where 
our spiritual lives, domestic lives, and work all join together into 
one organic whole. My wife and I want to be a part of this parish 
family, to bring those parts of our lives together, to worship, 
serve, and be formed with the other members of this family, 
old and young. What excites us most is seeing the other families 
devoted to the same end, truly operating as a family of faith: 
encouraging, loving, serving, and praying for one another, united 
to the head of our family, Jesus Christ.  

SGB: What do you like to do for fun? 
Walter: I am a total nerd, so I like to 
read philosophy, theology, and really 
good books. I also like to pretend that 
I understand them. Beyond that, I’d 
say wrestling with my kids (haven’t 
lost yet!), playing board games 
with Abby (at which I do lose often 
enough), and catching the occasional international soccer match. 
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PARISH NEWS

PLEASE PRAY FOR...

THE SICK: 
Bettie Caudill, Ann Cerone, Marguerite Crema, Kylee Dawson, 
Triset Defonseka, Jean Ellert, Kathy Elsbernd, Lisa Ely, Dick 
Gelhaus, Bob Gerwin, Andrew Goad, Cameron Goad, Matthew 
Goad, Glenn Grismere, Loretta Holden, Hummel Family, Megan 
Johnson, Rhonda Keith-Stephens, Mike Kennedy, Aiko Kimura, 
Ed Kinney, Janice Koncius, Kevin Lewis, Sandra Munyon, Elaine 
O’Connell, Gerry Patterson, Christina Rettig, Jane Sansalone, 
Ellen Schaengold, Patricia Scherer, Pegge Schuermann, Richard 
Seifert, Teddie Slaper, Jack Spilker, Jim Spurgin, Patricia Strauss, 
Judy Sullivan, Mary Saul, Mary Valker, and Bill Van Hise

THOSE IN THE ARMED FORCES: 
Samuel C. Bascom, Patrick Burke, Cole and Kyle Foster, Dominic 
Geraci, Daniel Holian, Mike Huber, Aaron Jacobson, Jacob 
Kramb, John Kramb, Kelly Leugers, John Oscar, Sarah Ries, 
Kolbe Roberts, Dan Roseman, Andrew Shannon, and Ian Tester

THE RECENTLY DECEASED

LET US PRAY

BAPTISM

CHILDREN’S CHOIR CHANT CAMP
Want something a little different for your kids to do this summer? 
St. Gertrude’s music program will be holding a three-day camp 
for children ages 5 to 13 to teach kids how to read and sing the 
distinctive music of our faith: Gregorian chant. There will also be 
an art session each day during which the children will create and 
paint examples of letters inspired by ancient illuminated music 
manuscripts.
When: July 8-10, 2021  
•	 Morning session (5- to 7-year-olds): 9:00-11:30 a.m.
•	 Afternoon session (8- to 13-year-olds): 12:30-3:30 p.m.
Where: St. Gertrude Parish Center
Cost: First child $50.00. Each additional child $25.00. (Cost 
covers art supplies, music handouts, and snacks.) Camp is limited 
to 40 children. To reserve your spot, visit stgertrude.org/news. 
If you have any questions, please contact Catherine Fishlock at 
musicdirector@stgertrude.org.

HIGH SCHOOL SUMMER EVENTS
We invite all high schoolers (including 
incoming freshmen and outgoing seniors) to 
our L’alto: High School summer events. 
(L’alto: High School is the new name of our 
high school youth ministry program.) Each 
event will begin with a short Bible study (a 

reflection on the Gospel for the upcoming Sunday), followed by 
outdoor games. Bring your friends, and join us for some summer 
fun! No registration required, but you will need to complete a 
permission form in order to participate. 
When: July 7, 14, 21, 28
•	 6:30-7:00 p.m. – Bible study
•	 7:00-8:30 p.m. – Games
Where: St. Gertrude School lower lot by the playground (gym 
if it rains) 

Child: Paul Edward Castrucci
Parents: Molly & Tyler Castrucci

JUNIOR HIGH SUMMER EVENTS
Get to know other 7th and 8th graders in the 
parish – and have some fun – at two exciting 
events this month!
•	 Teambuilder Night: Friday, July 9, 

6:00-7:30 p.m. Games, and games, and 
games, oh my! Join us for some good-
spirited competition in the St. Gertrude lower lot. There 
is no cost, and friends are always welcome. Please bring a 
completed permission form, and get ready for a high-energy 
evening. 

•	 Kayak Trip: Saturday, July 31, 10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 
There’s nothing like a trip down the river to get outside 
and beat the heat. Join us at Scenic River Canoe Excursions 
in Milford for a 5-mile kayak/canoe trip. Cost is $40.00, 
and we suggest bringing $5.00 in case you want to buy a 
cold beverage after the excursion. Spots are limited to 30 
participants. Please visit https://www.stgertrude.org/news 
for more information and to register, beginning July 6. 

If you have any questions, please contact Walter Plummer, 
director of youth formation, at wplummer@stgertrude.org or 
(513) 561-8369.
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COMMUNITY

A PIECE OF HISTORY
Deepen your understanding and appreciation of the first 
200 years of Catholic life and leadership in the archdiocese 
with Fr. David Endres’ new book, A Bicentennial History of the 
Archdiocese of Cincinnati. You can order your copy for $29.95 
(including delivery) at https://shop.catholicaoc.org/collections/
bicentennial-merchandise. 

NOW AVAILABLE ON

Father David Endres’ 
new book, 

A Bicentennial 
History of the 
Archdiocese 

of Cincinnati 

shop.catholicaoc.org

Ar
ch

diocese of Cincinnati

200 Years of Faith
 

1821 2021

ORGAN DONOR NEEDED
A parishioner’s brother is in need of a kidney transplant. If you 
are or someone you know is interested in being an organ donor 
for this man, please contact Barb at (513) 315-4251. Thank you!

FREE CATHOLIC INFORMATION BOOTH
The Legion of Mary will be hosting a free Catholic information 
booth at the Montgomery County Fair on July 11 (12:00-10:00 
p.m.) and July 12-17 (10:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m.). The booth 
will be in the air-conditioned Main Event Center at the 4-H 
Fairgrounds, 645 Infirmary Road, Dayton, OH 45417. You 
will find free literature, rosaries, medals, and more. The regular 
$10.00 Fair admission applies. For more information about the 
Fair and to purchase tickets online, visit http://www.montcofair.
com/. For information about the Legion of Mary or to volunteer, 
call or text Ennis and Gloria Dodd at (937) 999-1263.

You are invited to join the 
Knights of Columbus on 
Saturday, July 10, for a pro-
life Mass at Holy Name 

Church, 2422 Auburn Avenue, Cincinnati. Fr. Michael Mary 
Dosch will be the celebrant. Mass will be at 8:00 a.m., followed 
by Eucharistic adoration and a peaceful rosary procession to 
Planned Parenthood (just a few blocks away). We will process 
back to Holy Name Church for Benediction.
These Masses are organized by a dedicated group of pro-life individuals 
and take place every Saturday morning at Holy Name Church. A visiting 
priest usually celebrates Mass. This is a prayerful opportunity to give 
witness to the sin of abortion and to pray for the innocent children, the 
parents, and those working in the abortion industry.
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HOLY TEACHING

ASK A PRIEST – 
TALKING ABOUT
PEOPLE: INFORMATION
OR DETRACTION?
BY FR. JOHN MARK SOLITARIO, O.P. 

Q: My family of origin is somewhat 
“complicated” (drinking issues, drama, 

etc.). As I build friendships, is it okay to share things about my 
background with my friends? Or is this the sin of detraction?

A: When it comes to speech, ultimately, we’re all responsible for 
what we say or don’t say, for what we choose to hear or not hear. 
Our ability to converse with others is a great gift which sets us 
apart from the other animals. It’s an essential skill to survive in 
society and also an art that takes practice and perfection. Speech 
can set us apart from those who oppose us and it can also bring us 
into community with friends. Most importantly, speech is how 
we sinners-invited-to-be-saints received the news of salvation 
from God: “Faith comes through what is heard, and what is 
heard comes by the preaching of Christ” (Romans 10:17). 

Admittedly, most of us don’t think very much about what 
we say from moment to moment. In some families and social 
settings, talking is treated almost like breathing – do it or die! 
But Christians understand that we’re meant to use the spoken 
word for more than simple chatter. If important words are to 
be heard or said, we need silence first! Our conversations, due 
to our faith in Christ, can carry salvific meaning if we budget the 
“room” for God.

This goes to the heart of your question: 
What do Christian friends talk about? 
Should some things be left unsaid? We 
know that friends need to share certain things 
in order to communicate. Some of these things 
will be mundane and basic to close-living while 
others will be more refined and important to 
cultivating mutual knowledge and trust. But 
other things can hurt communication. The love 
of friendship, explains St. Thomas Aquinas, 
extends even to those who are related and 
connected to our friends. Whereas for simple 
pagans, this might mean loving those family 
members or connections my friend loves and 
despising those whom he despises (and letting 
my speech convey this), it’s different for 
Christians. After the model of Jesus, we learn 

to love even our enemies because we love God and recognize they 
are God’s children too. Alongside my friend, I don’t have to like 
them, but I do have to love them. The way I speak to my friend 
should help us both to adapt and grow in Jesus’ way of seeing and 
loving other people.

What does this mean regarding speaking to our friends about 
“complicated” family situations? We must talk to our friends 
about other people in a way that keeps love of God and neighbor 
before our eyes, never allowing this charity to be eclipsed. A 
friend is “another self” and can be a great help in dealing with 
difficult people and issues. But we should always respect the 
privacy of others, their reputation, and their value in the eyes 
of God. Whether I am alone or in the company of a friend, 
not everything needs to be said or even thought. Detraction 
is disclosing the (true) faults and failings of another without 
an objectively valid reason.1 The Church teaches that truth-
speaking must be guided by authentic love for our neighbor.2 
When speaking to my friend, what is important information 
and what is simply “gossip?” What is communication and what 
really offends Christian friendship? As a rule, I should shape my 
speech as I wish my heart to be shaped. A friend, by his or her 
thoughtful speech or by silence, will help me do this. 

1 See CCC 2477.
2 See CCC 2487.

Ask a Priest will be a regular format for our Holy Teaching section in the 
coming months. Submit your own question to parishoffice@stgertrude.org 
for one of our Dominican priests to answer in the bulletin!
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MATERIALS DUE

6/30/21

BULLETIN DEADLINE

Monday, 
July 5

Tuesday, 
July 6

Wednesday, 
July 7

Thursday, 
July 8

Friday, 
July 9

Saturday, 
July 10

Sunday, 
July 11

Parish Office 
Closed

L’Alto HS 
Summer ‘21
6:30 p.m.
School Playground

Children’s Choir 
Chant Camp
9:00 a.m. & 
12:30 p.m.
Parish Center 
St. Dominic Lobby

Children’s Choir 
Chant Camp
9:00 a.m. & 
12:30 p.m.
Parish Center 
St. Dominic Lobby

Into The Breach
7:30 a.m.
School Cafeteria

NFP
1:00 p.m.
Parish Center 
St. Joseph Mtg. Rm.

Adoration Chapel 
Closed

Benediction
8:50 p.m.
Church

L’Alto:
Junior High
6:00 p.m.
School Playground

Children’s Choir 
Chant Camp
9:00 a.m. & 
12:30 p.m.
Parish Center 
St. Dominic Lobby

Healing Rosary
7:00 p.m.
Rosary Garden 
(weather permitting) 

THE WEEK AHEAD

For guidelines about meetings on campus and scheduling information, please visit stgertrude.org/covid19.

At the time of printing for the July 4, 2021 bulletin, 
the financial report from June 27 was not available.



St. Gertrude Roman Catholic Church9

Parish Staff
Rev. George Schommer, O.P., pastor
Rev. John Mark Solitario, O.P., parochial vicar 

Dominican Friars in Residence
Very Rev. John Langlois, O.P., prior
Rev. Joseph Alobaidi, O.P.
Rev. John Corbett, O.P.
Rev. Paul J. Keller, O.P.
Rev. Michael Mary Dosch, O.P., novice master

St. Gertrude School – 513.561.8020
Principal – Sr. Maria Christi Greve, O.P.	 ext 1101
Vice Principal – Mr. Travis Johnson	 ext 1101
PTO President – Sarah Schilling	 513.315.1053
School Advisory Council 

Office of Administration – 513.561.5954
Receptionists – Susan Kane & Teri Forlini	 ext 2101
Business Manager – Don Regan 	 ext 2102
Bereavement Coordinator – 
  AnnaMaria Spurgin 	 amspurgin@stgertrude.org
Bulletin Editor 	 bulletin@stgertrude.org
Sacristan – Sheila Saalfeld 	 ext 2401
Director of Music – Catherine Fishlock	 ext 2116

Evangelization Team – 513.561.5954
Team Lead and Director of Adult Formation – 
 Brad Bursa, PhD	 ext 2109
Coordinator of Catechesis of the Good Shepherd – 
 Mary Beth Dickert 	 ext 2109
Director of Youth Formation – Walter Plummer 	 ext 2109
Communications Coordinator – Michelle Dushensky
Executive Assistant – Kristen Eggers 	 513.561.8369
Rites of Christian Initiation (R.C.I.A.) – 
 Rev. John Mark Solitario, O.P.

Corporal Works of Mercy
Helping Hands – Nancy Lucas 	 stgerthh@gmail.com
Knights of Columbus – Phil Motz	 513-444-5072
Ladies of Charity – Jean Wilkinson 	 513.498.5085
Parish Health Ministry – Jeanne Palcic 	 513.317.4123
Pregnancy Center East (for all pregnancy needs)	 513.321.3100
Soup Kitchen – Andy Cordier 	 soupkitchen@stgertrude.org
St. Vincent De Paul Society – Jim Spurgin 	 513.561.5954, ext 2112
Visitation of the Sick – Judy Hartmann 	 513.984.8003

Vocations Directors
Archdiocese of Cincinnati – Fr. Dan Schmitmeyer	 513.421.3131
Dominican Friars – 
 Fr. Jacob Bertrand Janczyk, O.P.	 DominicanFriars.org
Nashville Dominican Sisters – Sr. Mara Grace, O.P.	 615.256.5486

Spiritual Works of Mercy
Baptism Team –
Circle of Prayer – Barbara Rose 	 prayercirclesg@gmail.com
Communion to Sick – Judy Hartmann 	 513.984.8003
Eucharistic Adoration 	 adoration@stgertrude.org
Natural Family Planning – David & Ann Stein 	 513.207.9673
Pastoral Council – Mark Kosobud 	 513.469.0852
Prayer Ministry for the Dying – Pat Collins 	 513.265.1897
Regina Veritatis Prayer & Healing – Nealy Mechley 	513.505.1740
Respect Life – Debbie Graham 	 513.984.4766
Rosary Making – Larry Ball 	 513.831.8572
Unbound Ministry – Nealy Mechley	 513.505.1740

Liturgical Ministries
Adult Choir – Catherine Fishlock	 513.561.5954
Contemporary Music Ensemble – Paul Kindt	 513.697.9208
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion – 	 513.561.5954
Lectors – 	 513.561.5954 ext 1123
Resurrection Choir – Marty Cunningham	 513.891.4226
The St. Anne and the Child Mary Guild – 
 Cristina Genung	 513.404.6011
St. Joseph the Worker Society	 513.561.5954
Ushers – Douglas Postler	 513.791.6298
Viri Selecti – Ben Hoffmann	 pxaw@hotmail.com
Youth Choir – Catherine Fishlock	 513.561.5954

Spiritual Groups
Adult Bible Study – 	 513.561.5954
Amiguitas del Corazón de Jesús – 
 Nora Klopp-Frias	 noraklopp08@gmail.com
Angelic Warfare Confraternity – 
 Rev. John Mark Solitario, O.P.	 513.561.5954
Benedictine Oblates – Mark Milliron	 513.536.6275
Catholic Men’s Fellowship – Paul Rieger	 513.885.5903
Confraternity of the Most Holy Rosary – 
 Brian Zappia	 513.791.7299
Dominican Laity (Bishop Fenwick) – 
 Joan Ratajczak, O.P.	 jsratajczak@gmail.com
Dominican Laity (Our Lady of Peace) – 
 Mr. Fred Thomas, O.P.	 513.335.1700 or fth5131119@aol.com
FAMILIA/CANA Family For Mothers – 
 Anita Pappalardo	 513.248.8237
Holy Family Prayer Group – Malissa Frohlich	 513.519.5197 
Special Needs Moms Support Group – 
 Tina Rolfes	 tina.rolfes123@gmail.com
True Devotion to Mary – Anne Collins	 513.984.4708

Parish Groups
Athletic Boosters – Marc Gerwel	 513.774.7779
Boy Scouts – Robert Dinga	 612.616.8242
Cub Scouts – Chris De Brunner	 513.379.1010
Garden Club – Susan Brokaw	 513.702.6877
Lenten Fish Fry – Rob Mancini	 513.520.6360
Little Flower Library – Susan Santos	 513.504.0205
Parish Coffee – Mark Findley	 513.417.9227

PARISH DIRECTORY
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 513-574-0005 Residential & Commercial
 www.andersonautomatic.com “Since 1929”

Heating & Cooling
Providing Heating & Cooling Services to Parishioners of St. Gertrude since 1929.

Automatic

Walter St. Clair RoofingWalter St. Clair Roofing
Serving Cincinnati Since 1923

Roofing & Sheet Metal Work
Slate & Tile Repair

Box Gutters & Seamless Gutters
Jerry St. Clair, pariShioner           641-3265

gertz  law
Y O U R  F A M I L Y ’ S  L A W Y E R

GERTZLAW.COM
	 Reading	Office	 Loveland	Office
 (513) 554-1868 (513) 583-1549

Susan	Marie	Allspach,	Esq.
Anthony	J.	Gertz,	Esq.
Anthony	J.	Gertz	II,	Esq.

•	Probate	Administration/Estate	Planning/Wills/Trusts
•	Divorce/Family	Law/Litigation

•	Business/Corporate	Transactions/Contracts

Now Offering Permanent Makeup
(513) 429-3110

7835 Camargo Road, Madeira, OH
www.thedeluxenailsspa.com

Voted Best
of CinCinnati

 2018

Mon-Fri 9:30a-8:00p
Sat 9:30a-6:30p
Sun 11:00a-6:00p

Full Service inSulation

Environmental Company
Asbestos & Mold Removal

(513) 242-0600

Central Insulation
Systems, Inc.

Electric Company Inc.
350 Pike Street, Covington, KY

859-491-2984

Robert L. Franer III, AAMS®

Parishioner & Member of The Catholic Financial Planners Network
Faith based Financial Planning and Investment Management

513-334-1621 (O) | 513-434-3583 (C) 
robert.l.franer@lpl.com
www.franerfinancialadvice.com

Securities offered through LPL Financial, a Registered Investment Advisor, member FINmember FINRA/SIPC

Compliments of
A Friend of the Parish

KLEKAMP PAVING
Asphalt Paving

Patching
Asphalt

Sealcoating

513-561-4600
www.klekamp.com

mattbonhauspainting.com

Compliments of

General Contractors and Land Development Company

6403 Madison, Madisonville • 271-1570 
1793 Ohio Pike, Amelia • 797-4888

Now 2 Locations!

Every family has their traditions...
Traditions can be a part of yours.

INDEPENDENT LIVING
ASSISTED LIVING • MEMORY CARE
7650 CAMARGO ROAD • MADEIRA, OH 45243

513-422-5499 • WWW.TRADITIONSATCAMARGO.COM

Gary BergmanGary Bergman
OCNT-LandscapeOCNT-Landscape

(513) 200-9141(513) 200-9141
designsofnature@embarqmail.comdesignsofnature@embarqmail.com

Landscape Design & Installation
                    Lawn & Bed Care

ROYALMONT ACADEMY
200 Northcrest Drive, Mason, OH

Catholic Preschool • High School • Full and 1/2 day Preschool 
ENROLLING NOW!

513-754-0555 • www.Royalmont.org

FREE PICK UP & DELIVERY SERVICE

513-321-5100
Widmerscleaners.com

7700 Shawnee Run Rd.,
Cincinnati, 45243Premier Dry Cleaners Since 1910

HALPIN
PLUMBING, INC.

513-631-2001
REMODEL/REPAIR

CASTRUCCI
COLLISION

MILFORD
Body Shop Direct Call

831-5460

Organizing & 
decluttering support 

for homes & small 
businesses

A life better organized 
has more time

for living!702-1849

AHP Anderson Hills Plumbing
Residential – Commercial – FREE ESTIMATES

Over 51 Years Experience & Satisfaction
Ernie, Jack, Ralph & Barb Vilardo

6229 Beechmont Avenue  513-232-3821

STRAWSER & STALEY
FUNERAL HOMES

BLUE ASH
9503 Kenwood Rd., Blue Ash OH 45242 

513-791-7203 • www.strawserfuneralhome.com 
Traditional Burial, Pre-Arranged Planning, Green 

Burial, Cremation Service and Pet Death Care.

GEO. H. ROHDE & SON

Funeral HomeFuneral Home
Since 1910

3183 Linwood Ave., Mt. Lookout Sq.3183 Linwood Ave., Mt. Lookout Sq.
Serving Eastern Hills, Mt. Lookout & Hyde ParkServing Eastern Hills, Mt. Lookout & Hyde Park

513-321-0404513-321-0404
www.rohdefuneral.comwww.rohdefuneral.com

Directors: Directors: 
Steve Rohde, Denise Mercier Steve Rohde, Denise Mercier 

& Darrell Schneider& Darrell Schneider

NMLS# 287975

JEFF STANLEY
Portfolio Manager
Financial Advisor
513-762-5317
7755 Montgomery Rd., Cincinnati, OH 45236
Jeff.stanley@morganstanley.com
Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC. Member SIPC. CRC 3376205 12/2020

The Stanley Edwards Group 
at Morgan Stanley

ERIC D. BENDER
Attorney at Law

Moeller (1984)
University of Notre Dame (1988)

U.C. Law (1991)

www.ericbenderlaw.com
Family Law • Wills & Probate

Lawsuits • Guardianship
Adoption

891-5630
9764 Kenwood Road

in Blue Ash
Visa/Mastercard Accepted

ATECH Fire Services
Commercial Fire Protection Services

Fire Extinguisher/Exit Lights/Fire Alarm
Sprinkler/Backflow/Special Hazard

513-755-1222

7319 Columbia Road

Garden Center 
& Landscaping

398-1008
www.sharonnursery.com
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beatrice
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT

TIM BEATRICE
Parishioner

513-254-5620
timbeatrice5@yahoo.com

Knights of Columbus
Archbishop Elder Council

elderkofc.org
Join today.

Visit kofc.org/joinus

Jeff Woodward, Parishioner   513-247-9241
Celebrating 30 years in business

www.wciconstruction.com

Woodward Construction, Inc.

Kinsella

Kitchen & Bath
Remodeling

561-5285
7880 Camargo Rd.

kinsellakitchens.com

Dr. Frederick A. Heiselman
General • Implant

Dentistry
Parishioner

513-561-8600
7140 Miami Ave., 

Ste. 201
fheiselmandds.com

GILSON’S
ENGRAVING

ELEGANT GIFTS

Engraved gifts for all occasionsEngraved gifts for all occasions

7116 Miami Ave.

891-0730
www.gilsonsonline.com
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Chuck Borchers
REALTOR, Parishioner

513-335-4039
charles.borchers@gmail.com
chuckborchershomes.com

Accepting New 
Patients

Dr. Eleanor Endres
Parishioner

513-791-8880 • www.endresdentistry.com
“Oral Health is the Gateway to Healthy Living”

KENWOOD, 7500 MONTGOMERY RD.

513-791-5353
MADISONVILLE, 4418 WHETSEL AVENUE

513-271-0732

Thomas-Justin
Funeral Homes, Inc.
Four Generations of Family Service 

to the Community

OH HVAC Lic. #30854 KY HVAC Lic. M04694
OH Plumbing Lic. #46270

Process
Construction

MECHANICAL CONTRACTOR

Specializing in Piping, HVAC/R,  
Plumbing & Service • Commercial & Industrial

www.processconstruction.com
(513) 251-2211   1421 Queen City Avenue

LANDSCAPE SPECIALISTS, INC.

Hardscape Landscape
• Walkways & Patios • Installations
• Driveways • Renovations
• Retaining Walls • Maintenance
• Drainage Systems Snow Clearing

Quality Service for Over 30 years

396-6400
Ed Witte, Parishioner

WITTEWITTE

Kitchens • Bathrooms

Room Additions

Screen & Covered Porches

Lower Levels & Basements

513.492.8429
7264 Columbia Rd., Ste. 600, Maineville

www.PenderyConstruction.com

HYDE PARK
PAINTING

and
CARPENTRY
321-4100

Remodeling 
Roofing/Gutters • Concrete 

Plumbing/Electric
Drywall • Int./Ext. Painting
Your Complete Home 

Repair Company

LARRY’S 
LOCK, SAFE &  

SECURITY CENTER 
 

791-9163 
 
 
 
 

8005 Plainfield Road 
Cincinnati, OH 45236 

Larry’s
LOCK, SAFE & 

SECURITY CENTER

791-9163

8005 Plainfield Road
Cincinnati, OH 45236

513-396-7446 
fastsigns.com/352

3248 Highland Avenue,  
Cincinnati, OH 45213

Madeira Owned

Let’s make it happen!®

Monika DeRoussel
mderoussel@hotmail.com REALTOR®

513-289-1039

Gilligan Funeral Homes
Established 1877

8225 Montgomery Road • 891-8373
Traditional & Cremation Services

www.gilliganfuneralhomes.com

513-472-1985
www.bestplumbercincinnati.com

$25 OFF with this Ad

Jim Volz
CPA & Trusted

Advisor
794-1551.com

9900 Carver Rd., Blue Ash

Parishioner since 2000

513-561-2400
Stephen K. Shaw   (513) 673-8258
skshawlaw@gmail.com I skshawlaw.com
8157 Camargo Rd., Madeira, OH 45243

WILLS I TRUSTS I PROBATE

Keith D. Jackson DDS
Laura K. Jackson DDS

7113 Miami Avenue Madeira, OH 45243
Tel: (513) 561-5318

July 4, 2021
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TREE TRIMMING 
& REMOVAL

Joe Semrad III, Local Resident 
Certified Arborist

513-631-4442
ScapesOhio.com

Since 1987


