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beatrice
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT

TIM BEATRICE
Parishioner

513-254-5620
timbeatrice5@yahoo.com

Knights of Columbus
Archbishop Elder Council

elderkofc.org
Join today.

Visit kofc.org/joinus

Jeff Woodward, Parishioner   513-247-9241
Celebrating 30 years in business

www.wciconstruction.com

Woodward Construction, Inc.

Kinsella

Kitchen & Bath
Remodeling

561-5285
7880 Camargo Rd.

kinsellakitchens.com

Dr. Frederick A. Heiselman
General • Implant

Dentistry
Parishioner

513-561-8600
7140 Miami Ave., 

Ste. 201
fheiselmandds.com

GILSON’S
ENGRAVING

ELEGANT GIFTS

Engraved gifts for all occasionsEngraved gifts for all occasions

7116 Miami Ave.

891-0730
www.gilsonsonline.com
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Chuck Borchers
REALTOR, Parishioner

513-335-4039
charles.borchers@gmail.com
chuckborchershomes.com

Accepting New 
Patients

Dr. Eleanor Endres
Parishioner

513-791-8880 • www.endresdentistry.com
“Oral Health is the Gateway to Healthy Living”

KENWOOD, 7500 MONTGOMERY RD.

513-791-5353
MADISONVILLE, 4418 WHETSEL AVENUE

513-271-0732

Thomas-Justin
Funeral Homes, Inc.
Four Generations of Family Service 

to the Community

OH HVAC Lic. #30854 KY HVAC Lic. M04694
OH Plumbing Lic. #46270

Process
Construction

MECHANICAL CONTRACTOR

Specializing in Piping, HVAC/R,  
Plumbing & Service • Commercial & Industrial

www.processconstruction.com
(513) 251-2211   1421 Queen City Avenue

LANDSCAPE SPECIALISTS, INC.

Hardscape Landscape
• Walkways & Patios • Installations
• Driveways • Renovations
• Retaining Walls • Maintenance
• Drainage Systems Snow Clearing

Quality Service for Over 30 years

396-6400
Ed Witte, Parishioner

WITTEWITTE

Kitchens • Bathrooms

Room Additions

Screen & Covered Porches

Lower Levels & Basements

513.492.8429
7264 Columbia Rd., Ste. 600, Maineville

www.PenderyConstruction.com

HYDE PARK
PAINTING

and
CARPENTRY
321-4100

Remodeling 
Roofing/Gutters • Concrete 

Plumbing/Electric
Drywall • Int./Ext. Painting
Your Complete Home 

Repair Company

LARRY’S 
LOCK, SAFE &  

SECURITY CENTER 
 

791-9163 
 
 
 
 

8005 Plainfield Road 
Cincinnati, OH 45236 

Larry’s
LOCK, SAFE & 

SECURITY CENTER

791-9163

8005 Plainfield Road
Cincinnati, OH 45236

513-396-7446 
fastsigns.com/352

3248 Highland Avenue,  
Cincinnati, OH 45213

Madeira Owned

Let’s make it happen!®

Monika DeRoussel
mderoussel@hotmail.com REALTOR®

513-289-1039

Gilligan Funeral Homes
Established 1877

8225 Montgomery Road • 891-8373
Traditional & Cremation Services

www.gilliganfuneralhomes.com

513-472-1985
www.bestplumbercincinnati.com

$25 OFF with this Ad

Jim Volz
CPA & Trusted

Advisor
794-1551.com

9900 Carver Rd., Blue Ash

Parishioner since 2000

513-561-2400
Stephen K. Shaw   (513) 673-8258
skshawlaw@gmail.com I skshawlaw.com
8157 Camargo Rd., Madeira, OH 45243

WILLS I TRUSTS I PROBATE

Keith D. Jackson DDS
Laura K. Jackson DDS

7113 Miami Avenue Madeira, OH 45243
Tel: (513) 561-5318

August 1, 2021

TREE TRIMMING 
& REMOVAL

Joe Semrad III, Local Resident 
Certified Arborist

513-631-4442
ScapesOhio.com

Since 1987
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MASSES AND CONFESSIONS AT ST. GERTRUDE

Parish Office Hours
Monday-Friday: 8:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
School Office Hours
Monday-Friday: 8:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 
Church Hours
Every day: 7:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m.

Parish Office Info
6543 Miami Ave., Cincinnati, OH 45243
(513) 561-5954 | www.stgertrude.org

Monday, August 2, Weekday
	 7:00 a.m.	 †Nick Iaria/Barbara Eades
	 8:00 a.m.	 †Yvonne Parker/Mary Lee & Don Olinger
	 11:30 a.m.	 †Deceased Members of the Dominican Order
Tuesday, August 3, Weekday
	 7:00 a.m.	 Kevin Holbrook/Nick & Malissa Frohlich
	 8:00 a.m.	 †Lillian Claire Rentrop/Brad & Katie Bursa
	 11:30 a.m.	 †Patricia Smyth/Jeanne Johantges
Wednesday, August 4, St. John Vianney (M)
	 7:00 a.m.	 †Donald Jackson/Kevin & Anne Lynch
	 8:00 a.m.	 †William and Richard Steinkolk/
		    Douglas & Maria Sunnenberg
	 11:30 a.m.	 †Ann Lukey/Mary Lou Garner
Thursday, August 5, Weekday
	 7:00 a.m.	 Lynn Lindhorst/Patty & Jack Norris
	 8:00 a.m.	 †Marty Link/John & Rita
	 11:30 a.m.	 †Tim Petric/Shari Siebert
Friday, August 6, The Transfiguration of the Lord (F)
	 7:00 a.m.	 Fr. John Corbett, O.P./Steve Bay
	 8:00 a.m.	 †Arthur Leen, Jr./Craig & Teresa Babcock
	 11:30 a.m.	 †Dorothy & George Arozarena/Julee & Diane

Saturday, August 7, Weekday
	 8:00 a.m.	 †Ted Bayer/Judy Bayer & Family
	 11:30 a.m.	 †William Schlie/Nancy DeBrunner
August 7-8, Holy Father Dominic (S)
Saturday – 4:30 p.m.
		  †Marge Ferguson/The Hertlein Family
Sunday – 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., 12:00 p.m. & 6:00 p.m.
		  People of St. Gertrude
		  Novices Receiving the Habit
		  †Dennis Imwalle/Anne Elise Smith
		  †Mike Bell/Pete & Claudia Kimener
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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

COVER IMAGE: Panem Vitæ, Fr. Lawrence Lew, O.P. 
Stained glass detail from St. Lawrence church in Chicheley.
Used with permission.

When I started the Holy Hour, I wanted to 
immerse myself in the agony of Jesus in the 
Garden of Olives. Then I heard a voice in my soul: 
Meditate on the mystery of the Incarnation. 
And suddenly the Infant Jesus appeared before 
me, radiant with beauty. He told me how much 

God is pleased with simplicity in a soul. Although My greatness 
is beyond understanding, I commune only with those who 
are little. I demand of you a childlike spirit. (Diary, #332) 

FROM THE DIARY OF  
ST. MARIA FAUSTINA KOWALSKA

LOOKING FORWARD 
WITH HOPE

On July 1, 2021, Archbishop Schnurr 
addressed a letter to the faithful of the 
Archdiocese of Cincinnati about Beacons of 
Light, a multi-year process of comprehensive 
pastoral planning for our archdiocese. 
(If you have not read the letter, which we 

published in our July 11 bulletin, I encourage you to do so.) 
Whether you are well informed about Beacons of Light or have 

a dozen questions, you are most likely feeling some level of anxiety 
and uncertainty about the future of St. Gertrude and other parishes 
in the archdiocese. This is very natural and “a testament to the deep 
affection” that you have for our parish and larger community. 

God has blessed our archdiocese in many ways during its first 
200 years. As Archbishop Schnurr said in his letter, “. . . we always 
have the responsibility to look ahead and make the best use of all the 
Lord has provided us. [. . .] We must prayerfully ask ourselves, 'What 
in God’s plan must we do next?' Are our resources properly and most 
effectively aligned with our God-given mission? Is each of our parishes 
a strong, vital community of evangelization, centered on the Eucharist, 
that continuously draws its parishioners and attracts new members 
into a more intimate relationship with Jesus . . . or is it just struggling 
to survive? If the latter, why is that? And what might we do about it?"

We all want to belong to a vibrant parish—one where Sunday 
Masses are full, people feel welcome and part of the community, 
the music is excellent, pastors are present to their flock and deliver 
engaging homilies, people are joyful and generous, worship spaces are 
beautiful . . . 

The reality is, there is a growing gap between what we want for our 
parishes and the current state of affairs. (I do believe that we do many 
of these things well here at St. Gertrude, but there is always room for 
improvement.) Much has changed in the archdiocese over the past two 
centuries, and not all of it has been for the better: declining religious 
practice and engagement, declining Sunday Mass attendance, changing 
demographics in the Midwest as the Catholic population moves south, 
smaller families, increasing number of priests who are at or beyond 
retirement. 

As a recent article about Beacons of Light points out, “our resources 
are spread too thin. Our current infrastructure and schedules are 
built for a different era. Combine these factors and you are left with 
the current reality most Catholics experience: most of our church 
buildings are grossly underutilized, our priests are stretched to the 
limit, and many of our parishes are not vibrant communities of faith.”

Beacons of Light is going to change that. 
Archbishop Schnurr has assembled a team to lead this initiative, 

which includes meeting with outside consultants who specialize in 
diocesan and archdiocesan planning, listening to pastors and priests, 
and soliciting participation and feedback from parishioners. This part 

of the process has begun. 
The Beacons of Light plan will be finished by the end of this year, 

but implementation will take several years. In October, you will all 
have the opportunity to comment on the plan before it is finalized and 
then assist me in executing that plan at St. Gertrude. 

As Archbishop Schnurr said in his letter, “Beacons of Light will 
challenge each of us to place the best interests of the Church and our 
future generations at the forefront of our planning. It will require 
us to be open to solutions with which we may not immediately feel 
comfortable.” We are in this together. I urge you to learn about 
Beacons of Light, engage in the process, stay informed, ask questions, 
and continue to pray.  

To help you stay abreast of the developments, the Beacons of Light 
team has created two resources:
1.	 Beacons Update – This free, monthly e-newsletter contains 

updates on what is happening, plans for what will happen next, 
and opportunities to provide feedback or ask questions. Sign up 
at catholicaoc.org/beacons-of-light.

2.	 Beacons of Light Overview – This four-page PDF (available in 
English and Spanish) explains the entire Beacons of Light process 
in detail. Download the resource at catholicaoc.org/beacons-of-
light.
I will also be transparent with all of you as I am made aware of 

updates and developments. 
Even in the midst of anxiety and uncertainty, this can be an 

exciting time for the archdiocese and our parish as we look forward, 
with hope, to a brighter and better future.

Let us love one another and pray for each other,
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SCHOOL NEWS

Nurturing Intelligent & 
Virtuous Leaders

Find out more at www.stgertrudesch.org 
or visit us on Facebook

A loving & supportive environment 
where traditional values & modern 

teaching foster critical thinking, 
curiosity & collaboration.

6543 Miami Ave, Madeira, OH  |  513-561-8020

NOW ENROLLING
FOR 2021-2022

ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE IN THE DOMINICAN TRADITION

AUGUST FAMILY FUN GATHERINGS
We invite all of our St. Gertrude School students and families to two exciting and free events this month! Check out our Facebook 
page and future bulletins for more information. Please contact Leah Naumann at leah_naumann@yahoo.com or (513) 260-5441 
if you have any questions. We hope you’ll join us for one or both of the gatherings, otherwise we’ll see you on August 19—the first 
day of school!

When Where What

Wednesday, August 4
11:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

Cincinnati Art Museum
953 Eden Park Drive
Cincinnati

Explore the Cincinnati Art Museum, go on a scavenger hunt, 
and do arts and crafts in the Rosenthal Education Center. 
Parking and admission are free. 

Tuesday, August 10
11:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m.

St. Gertrude Church/School Playground
6543 Miami Avenue
Madeira

Attend the beautiful 11:30 a.m. Mass to give thanks and pray 
for all our teachers, administrators, and school staff. After 
Mass, head down to the playground at 12:30 p.m. for gaga 
ball, basketball, kickball, foursquare, and other activities. 
Bring sunscreen, snacks, and sports equipment. 

SCHOOL OFFICE HOURS
School office hours for the week of August 1 are 8:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m., Monday through Friday. 
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EVANGELIZATION

MEET THE TEAM:
MARY BETH DICKERT
Each month, the St. Gertrude bulletin will 
feature an interview with a member of the 
Evangelization team at the church. This 
month, we’re highlighting Mary Beth Dickert, 
coordinator of Catechesis of the Good Shepherd.

St. Gertrude Bulletin: Can you explain a bit about what 
you do at St. Gertrude? 
Mary Beth: I have the honor of praying with and teaching children 
of our parish through the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 
(CGS). I plan and coordinate our team of adult catechists and 
assistants to serve the 12 CGS classes we offer, as well as planning 
the sacramental formation for our second grade students and 
their parents. Maintaining the atrium is also an important part 
of my role: preparing the environment where the children learn, 
making and repairing the materials used, and keeping the space 
beautiful!

SGB: What is Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, exactly? 
Mary Beth: This form of religious education involves a particular 
method and a curriculum, using a Montessori-based approach to 
children’s hands-on learning in a prepared environment called the 
atrium. It is an opportunity for children to truly encounter Jesus 
and his immense love for them. Through prayerful meditation 
on Scripture and presentations on the liturgy, children gain 
an experiential knowledge of God. The catechist prepares and 
invites the children to ponder the most essential truths of our 
Catholic faith, leading them deeper into a relationship with the 
Lord. At age three, 
children can begin 
catechesis in Level 
1, and at age six, 
the lessons take on 
even greater depth 
as they enter into 
Level 2.

SGB: How did you come to know about Catechesis of 
the Good Shepherd? 
Mary Beth: In January 2009, I stepped into an atrium for the 
first time and was captivated by its beauty. I witnessed how the 
catechist brought even her youngest students to a profound 
knowledge of Christ. I realized how open children are to the love 
of God and how ready they are to respond to him. I repeatedly 

saw the effectiveness of this method of catechesis and was trained 
in Levels 1 and 2 of CGS in 2015-2016.

SGB: Had you always planned on doing ministry?
Mary Beth: When I received Confirmation, I experienced a real 
desire to share Christ with others. I became very involved in the 
high school youth ministry program here at St. Gertrude and 
saw ministry as not only a possibility for my life but also perhaps 
a vocation. I studied theology and catechetics at Franciscan 
University of Steubenville, and upon graduation I entered the 
Congregation of the Dominican Sisters of St. Cecilia. My time 
of discernment, formation, and in the apostolate of teaching 
were a tremendous blessing. I am grateful for those years, and 
my experiences have helped prepare me for this new part of my 
journey.

SGB: Were you born and raised in Cincinnati? 
Mary Beth: Yes, I am from and still live in Loveland, the 
“Sweetheart of Ohio.”

SGB: Describe your family a bit, if you don’t mind. 
Mary Beth: My parents, Tom and Mary, have been parishioners at 
St. Gertrude for many years. They are faith-filled, generous, and 
joyful people to be around. I have two older brothers, Matthew 
and Michael, and three younger sisters, Megan (St. Gertrude’s 
former director of youth ministry), Michelle, and Maria. Yes, 
you got that right—we all have names starting with “M” (except 
Dad). We enjoy spending time together and love to laugh. 

SGB: Can you explain a bit about what St. Gertrude 
Church has meant for you personally? 
Mary Beth: St. Gertrude has been a significant place of spiritual 
formation for me. As a child, I attended St. Gertrude School. 
I was involved in the high school youth ministry. It was an 
important place to come home to when I was away at college. 
The Dominicans have been my role models, mentors, and 
friends. It has been a blessing to see things come full circle and 
to now be serving the parish in this new capacity.

SGB: What do you like to do for fun? 
Mary Beth: Although I love to teach children and to see them 
learn and have fun, in my spare time I enjoy singing, playing the 
guitar, cycling on the Little Miami bike trail, hiking, kayaking, 
baking, and playing Frisbee. I like to travel to new places and visit 
friends throughout the country.
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PARISH NEWS

PLEASE PRAY FOR...
THE SICK: 
Bettie Caudill, Ann Cerone, Marguerite Crema, Kylee Dawson, 
Triset Defonseka, Clyde Dorn, Jean Ellert, Kathy Elsbernd, Lisa 
Ely, Dick Gelhaus, Matt Gelhaus, Bob Gerwin, Andrew Goad, 
Cameron Goad, Matthew Goad, Glenn Grismere, Loretta Holden, 
Hummel Family, Megan Johnson, Rhonda Keith-Stephens, Mike 
Kennedy, Aiko Kimura, Ed Kinney, Marianne Klekamp. Janice 
Koncius, Kevin Lewis, Sandra Munyon, Elaine O’Connell, Gerry 
Patterson, Jane Sansalone, Ellen Schaengold, Patricia Scherer, 
Pegge Schuermann, Richard Seifert, Teddie Slaper, Jack Spilker, 
Jim Spurgin, Patricia Strauss, Judy Sullivan, Mary Saul, Mary 
Valker, Bill Van Hise, and Brigitte Vielhauer

THOSE IN THE ARMED FORCES: 
Samuel C. Bascom, Patrick Burke, Cole and Kyle Foster, Dominic 
Geraci, Daniel Holian, Mike Huber, Aaron Jacobson, Jacob 
Kramb, John Kramb, Kelly Leugers, John Oscar, Sarah Ries, 
Kolbe Roberts, Dan Roseman, Andrew Shannon, and Ian Tester

THE RECENTLY DECEASED

LET US PRAY

Child: Remi Sammarco Eusanio
Parents: Nicholas & Emily Eusanio

Child: Evelyn Loraine Schneider
Parents: Christina & Benjamin Schneider

BAPTISM

PARISH PICNIC – 
FOOD, FUN, AND FRIENDS
We invite all St. Gertrude parishioners and 
families to our parish picnic on Saturday, 
August 21, 2021, following the 4:30 p.m. 
Mass. Come and enjoy tasty food, music, 
and an evening of fun with your St. Gertrude friends. There will 
be plenty of games and activities for the kids, and the Golf Ball 
Drop will take place on the parish lawn at 7:00 p.m. The parish 
will provide the main dishes. We are asking that people with last 
names A-M bring side items and people with last names N-Z 
bring desserts. For more information and to RSVP, please visit 
stgertrude.org/parishpicnic2021.

2021 ANNIVERSARY MASS 
Married couples from our parish who are celebrating significant 
anniversaries (25, 40, 50, 60, 65, 70, or 75) this year are 
invited to attend the 12:00 p.m. Mass at St. Gertrude on 
Sunday, September 26, 2021, Father George Schommer, O.P., 
our pastor, will bestow an anniversary blessing to honor these 
couples. Reserved seating will be available for you and your family 
members. If you are planning to attend our parish anniversary 
Mass, please contact Brad Bursa at bbursa@stgertrude.org or 
(513) 561-5954 no later than August 15, 2021 to register.

IMPORTANT VIRTUS UPDATE
The Archdiocese of Cincinnati has moved from VIRTUS to 
SafeParish™ as the new platform for child protection training. 
Every person in a position which requires contact or interaction 
with youth or vulnerable adults must complete the SafeParish 
edition of Protecting Children from Sexual Abuse training 
before they can work or volunteer within any of the parishes, 
schools, or institutions in the archdiocese. If you are a current 
VIRTUS account holder or you will be working or volunteering 
in a capacity which requires contact or interaction with youth 
or vulnerable adults, please see the news post on our website at 
stgertrude.org/news/safeparish.

COMING SOON: MORE HANDICAP 
PARKING SPACES
To welcome and accommodate parishioners and visitors, we will 
be adding new handicap parking spaces in the parking lot. Both 
new and existing handicap spaces will be painted in blue. Thank 
you for observing the qualifications to use these spaces.
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COMMUNITY

HOPE EMERGENCY CENTER 
COLLECTION
On August 7 and 8, the Ladies of Charity will be at the white 
van in the parking lot before and after all Masses (except 6:00 
p.m.) collecting items for the Hope Emergency Center, an 
agency in Lynchburg, Ohio, that aids the poor in Adams, Brown, 
Clinton, Highland, and surrounding counties. The center serves 
about 250 families that are struggling to make ends meet. We 
are collecting school supplies, backpacks, lunch boxes, paper, 
notebooks, crayons, pencils, etc. Special needs this year are 
socks and underwear (sizes pre-school to young adult). This is a 
perfect opportunity to take advantage of Ohio’s sales tax holiday 
on August 6-8. Cash and check donations are also appreciated! 
Anything and everything that we supply goes a long way toward 
preparing our future leaders. If you have questions, please 
contact Jean Wilkinson at (513) 498-5085.

PREGNANCY CENTER 
WEST NEWS
Pregnancy Center West (PCW) 
is excited to welcome Shawn 
Carney (co-founder, president, 
and CEO of 40 Days for Life) as 
guest speaker for PCW’s 40th 
Anniversary Banquet on Thursday, 
August 12. To register for the 
event, please visit pc-west.org. For more information, please call 
(513) 244-5700 or email richard@pc-west.org. We thank you 
all for your continued support as we work to help women in our 
local community choose life! 

PCW is seeking a new executive director to lead the center’s 
pro-life ministry in defense of the unborn. This professional level 
management role is key to advancing PCW’s work in our local 
community, serving women in need in a time of crisis. Please visit 
our job posting https://www.catholicjobs.com/job5042145789 
for details about the position and to apply.

RECEIVE THE CATHOLIC 
TELEGRAPH FOR FREE
The Catholic Telegraph is the monthly magazine of the Archdiocese 
of Cincinnati, available to the Catholic faithful free of charge. 
Go to https://www.thecatholictelegraph.com/subscribe for your 
complimentary monthly subscription.

ARE YOU PREPARED?
Let Gate of Heaven Catholic Cemetery (Archdiocese of 
Cincinnati) help you and your family pre-plan. Attend one of 
our pre-planning seminars on Tuesday, August 17, 2021, at 2:00 
p.m. or 6:00 p.m. in the Administration Building. Call (513) 
489-0300 or email community@gateofheaven.org to RSVP. 
Please let us know your name, contact information, parish, which 
seminar you will be attending, and how many will be attending 
with you. 
Gate of Heaven Cemetery is located at 11000 Montgomery 
Road, Cincinnati 45249. To learn more, visit gateofheaven.org.

MEET OTHER CATHOLIC SINGLES
Are you looking for a Catholic community but don’t know 
where all the single Catholics are hanging out? Come find them 
in Denver, Colorado, August 20-22, 2021. Join us in-person 
with hundreds of other attendees, or attend virtually with 
people from around the globe. This is your chance to connect 
with like-minded singles from all over. There will be dynamic 
presentations by Fr. Nathan Cromly, Fr. Thomas Loya, Mary 
Beth Bonacci, and others, as well as  music, socials, prayer, 
fellowship, and more! Register before August 6 to save $30, and 
use our special discount code NCSC21 to get $20 more off. For 
more information and to register, visit 
www.NationalCatholicSingles.com. Call (512) 766-5798 with 
questions. 
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HOLY TEACHING

ASK A DEACON —
DIES NATALIS
BY BROTHER DAMIAN MARIE DAY, O.P.
Q: I’ve heard Dominicans talking about 
2021 and something called the Dies 
Natalis? What does that mean?
A: August 6, 2021, is the 800th anniversary 

of St. Dominic’s death. The Church refers to the day of a saint’s 
death as his or her dies natalis—literally, “day of birth.” Because 
we understand that the saints skip purgatory and have a straight 
shot to heaven, we celebrate the day of their deaths as their 
heavenly birthdays. 

This is why a saint’s feast is often the day that he or she 
died. However, since St. Dominic died on the Feast of the 
Transfiguration (August 6, 1221), his feast day gets bumped to 
August 8. 

We don’t usually celebrate deaths like we celebrate birthdays. 
But the death of a saint gives us a different, deeper view of what 
it means to pass from this life. The biblical Book of Wisdom 
talks about the death of the holy: “In the eyes of the foolish they 
seemed to have died . . . [but] their hope is full of immortality” 
for they are at peace in the hand of God (Wisdom 3:1-4). 

This is the paradox of Christian hope: in dying, we pass to 
eternal life. While it is natural and good to grieve, we have a hope 
full of immortality that comforts us. That means we’re never 
totally cut off from those who have gone before us in the faith. 
The bonds of family or friendship may change, but they don’t 
end. The same is true of our relationship with St. Dominic, the 

founder of the Dominican Order.
As St. Dominic lay on his deathbed, his brothers, the first 

Dominican friars, gathered around him. They wept because 
they were losing their father. They wondered how they would 
continue without him. St. Dominic consoled them, assuring 
them that he would be more helpful to them after death than 
he had been during life. Blessed Jordan of Saxony, St. Dominic’s 
successor as Master of the Order, said that Dominic “was certain 
that there was laid up for him a crown of justice which would 
increase his power to obtain requests the more firmly it rooted 
him in the Lord's power.” St. Dominic knew the Lord was calling 
him home to heaven, not to be idle, but to lead his order from 
that heavenly vantage point.

That great promise, that St. Dominic’s prayers would 
guide his sons and daughters, has been the great hope of the 
Dominican Order. We have a beautiful chant, O Spem Miram (O 
Wonderful Hope), that recalls this promise and asks St. Dominic 
to come to aid. 

For the Dominican brothers, sisters, and laity, and all 
parishioners at our Dominican parishes, the dies natalis of 
St. Dominic is an occasion of great hope. As we celebrate his 
heavenly birthday, we know we have St. Dominic as a loving 
father and great intercessor in heaven. He is working even now 
to prepare us to join in his hope. 

Ask a Priest will be a regular format for our Holy Teaching section in the 
coming months. Submit your own question to parishoffice@stgertrude.org 
for one of our Dominican priests to answer in the bulletin!
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OFFERING
St. Gertrude Parish 

Weekly Collection and Budget Report

Please submit your Mass announcements and 
bulletin articles to bulletin@stgertrude.org
6543 Miami Avenue, Cincinnati, OH 45243

(513) 561-5954 | FAX (513) 561-7184 | www.StGertrude.org 

BULLETIN

8/15/21

MATERIALS DUE

8/4/21

BULLETIN DEADLINE

Monday, 
August 2

Tuesday, 
August 3

Wednesday, 
August 4

Thursday, 
August 5

Friday, 
August 6

Saturday, 
August 7

Sunday, 
August 8

Healing Rosary
7:00 p.m.
Rosary Garden 
(weather permitting)

Boy Scouts
7:00 p.m.
School Cafeteria

K of C Chapter 
Meeting
6:00 p.m.
School Cafeteria

Regina Veritatis 
Team Meeting
6:30 p.m.
St. Joseph Mtg. Rm.

LOC Hope 
Emergency
After 4:30 p.m. Mass
Sharing Van

Parish Coffee & 
Donuts
After 8:00 a.m. & 
10:00 a.m. Masses
Gym

Peer Ministry 
Team Meeting
7:00 p.m.
School Cafeteria

Benediction
8:50 p.m.
Church

Used Uniform 
Sale
After all Morning Masses
Parish Center
St. Dominic Lobby 

LOC Hope 
Emergency
After all Morning Masses
Sharing Van

THE WEEK AHEAD

For guidelines about meetings on campus and scheduling information, please visit stgertrude.org/covid19.

Collection for July 25
Weekly Budget 	 $	 35,294
Collection 	 $	 35,263
Weekly Deficit	 ($	 31)

Fiscal Year-To-Date 
(for year ending June 30, 2022)

Fiscal YTD Budget	 $	 141,176
Fiscal YTD Actual	 $	 143,760
Fiscal YTD Surplus	 $	 2,584



St. Gertrude Roman Catholic Church9

Parish Staff
Fr. George Schommer, O.P., pastor
Fr. John Mark Solitario, O.P., parochial vicar
Fr. Jordan Kelly, O.P., parochial vicar

Dominican Friars in Residence
Fr. John Langlois, O.P., prior
Fr. Joseph Alobaidi, O.P.
Fr. John Corbett, O.P.
Fr. Paul J. Keller, O.P.
Fr. Michael Mary Dosch, O.P., novice master

St. Gertrude School – 513.561.8020
Principal – Sr. Maria Christi Greve, O.P.	 ext 1101
Vice Principal – Mr. Travis Johnson	 ext 1101
PTO President – Sarah Schilling	 513.315.1053
School Advisory Council 

Office of Administration – 513.561.5954
Receptionists – Susan Kane & Teri Forlini	 ext 2101
Business Manager – Don Regan 	 ext 2102
Bereavement Coordinator – 
  AnnaMaria Spurgin 	 amspurgin@stgertrude.org
Bulletin Editor 	 bulletin@stgertrude.org
Sacristan – Sheila Saalfeld 	 ext 2401
Director of Music – Catherine Fishlock	 ext 2116

Evangelization Team – 513.561.5954
Team Lead and Director of Adult Formation – 
 Brad Bursa, PhD	 ext 2109
Coordinator of Catechesis of the Good Shepherd – 
 Mary Beth Dickert 	 ext 2109
Director of Youth Formation – Walter Plummer 	 ext 2109
Communications Coordinator – Michelle Dushensky
Executive Assistant – Kristen Eggers 	 513.561.8369
Rites of Christian Initiation (R.C.I.A.) – 
 Fr. John Mark Solitario, O.P.

Corporal Works of Mercy
Helping Hands – Nancy Lucas 	 stgerthh@gmail.com
Knights of Columbus – Phil Motz	 513-444-5072
Ladies of Charity – Jean Wilkinson 	 513.498.5085
Parish Health Ministry – Jeanne Palcic 	 513.317.4123
Pregnancy Center East (for all pregnancy needs)	 513.321.3100
Soup Kitchen – Andy Cordier 	 soupkitchen@stgertrude.org
St. Vincent De Paul Society – Jim Spurgin 	 513.561.5954, ext 2112
Visitation of the Sick – Judy Hartmann 	 513.984.8003

Vocations Directors
Archdiocese of Cincinnati – Fr. Dan Schmitmeyer	 513.421.3131
Dominican Friars – 
 Fr. Jacob Bertrand Janczyk, O.P.	 DominicanFriars.org
Nashville Dominican Sisters – Sr. Mara Grace, O.P.	 615.256.5486

Spiritual Works of Mercy
Baptism Team –
Circle of Prayer – Barbara Rose 	 prayercirclesg@gmail.com
Communion to Sick – Judy Hartmann 	 513.984.8003
Eucharistic Adoration 	 adoration@stgertrude.org
Natural Family Planning – David & Ann Stein 	 513.207.9673
Pastoral Council – Mark Kosobud 	 513.469.0852
Prayer Ministry for the Dying – Pat Collins 	 513.265.1897
Regina Veritatis Prayer & Healing – Nealy Mechley 	513.505.1740
Respect Life – Debbie Graham 	 513.984.4766
Rosary Making – Larry Ball 	 513.831.8572
Unbound Ministry – Nealy Mechley	 513.505.1740

Liturgical Ministries
Adult Choir – Catherine Fishlock	 513.561.5954
Contemporary Music Ensemble – Paul Kindt	 513.697.9208
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion – 	 513.561.5954
Lectors – 	 513.561.5954 ext 1123
Resurrection Choir – Marty Cunningham	 513.891.4226
The St. Anne and the Child Mary Guild – 
 Cristina Genung	 513.404.6011
St. Joseph the Worker Society	 513.561.5954
Ushers – Douglas Postler	 513.791.6298
Viri Selecti – Ben Hoffmann	 pxaw@hotmail.com
Youth Choir – Catherine Fishlock	 513.561.5954

Spiritual Groups
Adult Bible Study – 	 513.561.5954
Amiguitas del Corazón de Jesús – 
 Nora Klopp-Frias	 noraklopp08@gmail.com
Angelic Warfare Confraternity – 
 Fr.. John Mark Solitario, O.P.	 513.561.5954
Benedictine Oblates – Mark Milliron	 513.536.6275
Catholic Men’s Fellowship – Paul Rieger	 513.885.5903
Confraternity of the Most Holy Rosary – 
 Brian Zappia	 513.791.7299
Dominican Laity (Bishop Fenwick) – 
 Joan Ratajczak, O.P.	 jsratajczak@gmail.com
Dominican Laity (Our Lady of Peace) – 
 Mr. Fred Thomas, O.P.	 513.335.1700 or fth5131119@aol.com
FAMILIA/CANA Family For Mothers – 
 Anita Pappalardo	 513.248.8237
Holy Family Prayer Group – Malissa Frohlich	 513.519.5197 
Special Needs Moms Support Group – 
 Tina Rolfes	 tina.rolfes123@gmail.com
True Devotion to Mary – Anne Collins	 513.984.4708

Parish Groups
Athletic Boosters – Marc Gerwel	 513.774.7779
Boy Scouts – Robert Dinga	 612.616.8242
Cub Scouts – Chris De Brunner	 513.379.1010
Garden Club – Susan Brokaw	 513.702.6877
Lenten Fish Fry – Rob Mancini	 513.520.6360
Little Flower Library – Susan Santos	 513.504.0205
Parish Coffee – Mark Findley	 513.417.9227

PARISH DIRECTORY



513.225.6428
www.homeography.biz
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 513-574-0005 Residential & Commercial
 www.andersonautomatic.com “Since 1929”

Heating & Cooling
Providing Heating & Cooling Services to Parishioners of St. Gertrude since 1929.

Automatic

Walter St. Clair RoofingWalter St. Clair Roofing
Serving Cincinnati Since 1923

Roofing & Sheet Metal Work
Slate & Tile Repair

Box Gutters & Seamless Gutters
Jerry St. Clair, pariShioner           641-3265

gertz  law
Y O U R  F A M I L Y ’ S  L A W Y E R

GERTZLAW.COM
	 Reading	Office	 Loveland	Office
 (513) 554-1868 (513) 583-1549

Susan	Marie	Allspach,	Esq.
Anthony	J.	Gertz,	Esq.
Anthony	J.	Gertz	II,	Esq.

•	Probate	Administration/Estate	Planning/Wills/Trusts
•	Divorce/Family	Law/Litigation

•	Business/Corporate	Transactions/Contracts

Now Offering Permanent Makeup
(513) 429-3110

7835 Camargo Road, Madeira, OH
www.thedeluxenailsspa.com

Voted Best
of CinCinnati

 2018

Mon-Fri 9:30a-8:00p
Sat 9:30a-6:30p
Sun 11:00a-6:00p

Full Service inSulation

Environmental Company
Asbestos & Mold Removal

(513) 242-0600

Central Insulation
Systems, Inc.

Electric Company Inc.
350 Pike Street, Covington, KY

859-491-2984

Robert L. Franer III, AAMS®

Parishioner & Member of The Catholic Financial Planners Network
Faith based Financial Planning and Investment Management

513-334-1621 (O) | 513-434-3583 (C) 
robert.l.franer@lpl.com
www.franerfinancialadvice.com

Securities offered through LPL Financial, a Registered Investment Advisor, member FINmember FINRA/SIPC

Compliments of
A Friend of the Parish

KLEKAMP PAVING
Asphalt Paving

Patching
Asphalt

Sealcoating

513-561-4600
www.klekamp.com

mattbonhauspainting.com

Compliments of

General Contractors and Land Development Company

6403 Madison, Madisonville • 271-1570 
1793 Ohio Pike, Amelia • 797-4888

Now 2 Locations!

Every family has their traditions...
Traditions can be a part of yours.

INDEPENDENT LIVING
ASSISTED LIVING • MEMORY CARE
7650 CAMARGO ROAD • MADEIRA, OH 45243

513-422-5499 • WWW.TRADITIONSATCAMARGO.COM

Gary BergmanGary Bergman
OCNT-LandscapeOCNT-Landscape

(513) 200-9141(513) 200-9141
designsofnature@embarqmail.comdesignsofnature@embarqmail.com

Landscape Design & Installation
                    Lawn & Bed Care

ROYALMONT ACADEMY
200 Northcrest Drive, Mason, OH

Catholic Preschool • High School • Full and 1/2 day Preschool 
ENROLLING NOW!

513-754-0555 • www.Royalmont.org

FREE PICK UP & DELIVERY SERVICE

513-321-5100
Widmerscleaners.com

7700 Shawnee Run Rd.,
Cincinnati, 45243Premier Dry Cleaners Since 1910

HALPIN
PLUMBING, INC.

513-631-2001
REMODEL/REPAIR

CASTRUCCI
COLLISION

MILFORD
Body Shop Direct Call

831-5460

Organizing & 
decluttering support 

for homes & small 
businesses

A life better organized 
has more time

for living!702-1849

AHP Anderson Hills Plumbing
Residential – Commercial – FREE ESTIMATES

Over 51 Years Experience & Satisfaction
Ernie, Jack, Ralph & Barb Vilardo

6229 Beechmont Avenue  513-232-3821

STRAWSER & STALEY
FUNERAL HOMES

BLUE ASH
9503 Kenwood Rd., Blue Ash OH 45242 

513-791-7203 • www.strawserfuneralhome.com 
Traditional Burial, Pre-Arranged Planning, Green 

Burial, Cremation Service and Pet Death Care.

GEO. H. ROHDE & SON

Funeral HomeFuneral Home
Since 1910

3183 Linwood Ave., Mt. Lookout Sq.3183 Linwood Ave., Mt. Lookout Sq.
Serving Eastern Hills, Mt. Lookout & Hyde ParkServing Eastern Hills, Mt. Lookout & Hyde Park

513-321-0404513-321-0404
www.rohdefuneral.comwww.rohdefuneral.com

Directors: Directors: 
Steve Rohde, Denise Mercier Steve Rohde, Denise Mercier 

& Darrell Schneider& Darrell Schneider

NMLS# 287975

JEFF STANLEY
Portfolio Manager
Financial Advisor
513-762-5317
7755 Montgomery Rd., Cincinnati, OH 45236
Jeff.stanley@morganstanley.com
Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC. Member SIPC. CRC 3376205 12/2020

The Stanley Edwards Group 
at Morgan Stanley

ERIC D. BENDER
Attorney at Law

Moeller (1984)
University of Notre Dame (1988)

U.C. Law (1991)

www.ericbenderlaw.com
Family Law • Wills & Probate

Lawsuits • Guardianship
Adoption

891-5630
9764 Kenwood Road

in Blue Ash
Visa/Mastercard Accepted

ATECH Fire Services
Commercial Fire Protection Services

Fire Extinguisher/Exit Lights/Fire Alarm
Sprinkler/Backflow/Special Hazard

513-755-1222

7319 Columbia Road

Garden Center 
& Landscaping

398-1008
www.sharonnursery.com
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beatrice
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT

TIM BEATRICE
Parishioner

513-254-5620
timbeatrice5@yahoo.com

Knights of Columbus
Archbishop Elder Council

elderkofc.org
Join today.

Visit kofc.org/joinus

Jeff Woodward, Parishioner   513-247-9241
Celebrating 30 years in business

www.wciconstruction.com

Woodward Construction, Inc.

Kinsella

Kitchen & Bath
Remodeling

561-5285
7880 Camargo Rd.

kinsellakitchens.com

Dr. Frederick A. Heiselman
General • Implant

Dentistry
Parishioner

513-561-8600
7140 Miami Ave., 

Ste. 201
fheiselmandds.com

GILSON’S
ENGRAVING

ELEGANT GIFTS

Engraved gifts for all occasionsEngraved gifts for all occasions

7116 Miami Ave.

891-0730
www.gilsonsonline.com
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Chuck Borchers
REALTOR, Parishioner

513-335-4039
charles.borchers@gmail.com
chuckborchershomes.com

Accepting New 
Patients

Dr. Eleanor Endres
Parishioner

513-791-8880 • www.endresdentistry.com
“Oral Health is the Gateway to Healthy Living”

KENWOOD, 7500 MONTGOMERY RD.

513-791-5353
MADISONVILLE, 4418 WHETSEL AVENUE

513-271-0732

Thomas-Justin
Funeral Homes, Inc.
Four Generations of Family Service 

to the Community

OH HVAC Lic. #30854 KY HVAC Lic. M04694
OH Plumbing Lic. #46270

Process
Construction

MECHANICAL CONTRACTOR

Specializing in Piping, HVAC/R,  
Plumbing & Service • Commercial & Industrial

www.processconstruction.com
(513) 251-2211   1421 Queen City Avenue

LANDSCAPE SPECIALISTS, INC.

Hardscape Landscape
• Walkways & Patios • Installations
• Driveways • Renovations
• Retaining Walls • Maintenance
• Drainage Systems Snow Clearing

Quality Service for Over 30 years

396-6400
Ed Witte, Parishioner

WITTEWITTE

Kitchens • Bathrooms

Room Additions

Screen & Covered Porches

Lower Levels & Basements

513.492.8429
7264 Columbia Rd., Ste. 600, Maineville

www.PenderyConstruction.com

HYDE PARK
PAINTING

and
CARPENTRY
321-4100

Remodeling 
Roofing/Gutters • Concrete 

Plumbing/Electric
Drywall • Int./Ext. Painting
Your Complete Home 

Repair Company

LARRY’S 
LOCK, SAFE &  

SECURITY CENTER 
 

791-9163 
 
 
 
 

8005 Plainfield Road 
Cincinnati, OH 45236 

Larry’s
LOCK, SAFE & 

SECURITY CENTER

791-9163

8005 Plainfield Road
Cincinnati, OH 45236

513-396-7446 
fastsigns.com/352

3248 Highland Avenue,  
Cincinnati, OH 45213

Madeira Owned

Let’s make it happen!®

Monika DeRoussel
mderoussel@hotmail.com REALTOR®

513-289-1039

Gilligan Funeral Homes
Established 1877

8225 Montgomery Road • 891-8373
Traditional & Cremation Services

www.gilliganfuneralhomes.com

513-472-1985
www.bestplumbercincinnati.com

$25 OFF with this Ad

Jim Volz
CPA & Trusted

Advisor
794-1551.com

9900 Carver Rd., Blue Ash

Parishioner since 2000

513-561-2400
Stephen K. Shaw   (513) 673-8258
skshawlaw@gmail.com I skshawlaw.com
8157 Camargo Rd., Madeira, OH 45243

WILLS I TRUSTS I PROBATE

Keith D. Jackson DDS
Laura K. Jackson DDS

7113 Miami Avenue Madeira, OH 45243
Tel: (513) 561-5318

August 1, 2021

TREE TRIMMING 
& REMOVAL

Joe Semrad III, Local Resident 
Certified Arborist

513-631-4442
ScapesOhio.com

Since 1987


