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HOME 

IMPROVEMENT

TIM BEATRICE
513-254-5620
timbeatrice5@yahoo.com

Knights of Columbus
Archbishop Elder Council

Email grandknight@elderkofc.org
Join today. kofc.org/joinus

Jeff Woodward, Parishioner   513-247-9241
Celebrating 30 years in business

www.wciconstruction.com

Woodward Construction, Inc.

Kitchen & Bath
Remodeling

Kinsella
561-5285

7880 Camargo Rd.
kinsellakitchens.com

Dr. Frederick A. Heiselman
General • Implant

Dentistry
Parishioner

513-561-8600
7140 Miami Ave.,Ste. 201

fheiselmandds.com

GILSON’S
ENGRAVING

ELEGANT GIFTS

Engraved gifts for all occasionsEngraved gifts for all occasions

7116 Miami Ave.

891-0730
www.gilsonsonline.com
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Chuck Borchers
REALTOR, Parishioner

513-335-4039
charles.borchers@gmail.com
chuckborchershomes.com

Accepting New Patients

Dr. Eleanor Endres
Parishioner

513-791-8880 • www.endresdentistry.com
“Oral Health is the Gateway to Healthy Living”

KENWOOD, 7500 MONTGOMERY RD.
MADISONVILLE, 4418 WHETSEL AVENUE

513-791-5353

Thomas-Justin
Funeral Homes, Inc.
Four Generations of Family Service 

to the Community

LANDSCAPE SPECIALISTS, INC.
Hardscape Landscape
• Walkways & Patios • Installations
• Driveways • Renovations
• Retaining Walls • Maintenance
• Drainage Systems • Snow Clearing

Quality Service for Over 35 years

396-6400
Ed Witte, Parishioner

WITTEWITTE

Kitchens • Bathrooms
Room Additions

Screen & Covered Porches
Lower Levels & Basements

513.492.8429
7264 Columbia Rd., Ste. 600, Maineville

www.PenderyConstruction.com

HYDE PARK
PAINTING

and
CARPENTRY
321-4100

Remodeling 
Roofing/Gutters • Concrete 

Plumbing/Electric
Drywall • Int./Ext. Painting

Your Complete Home 
Repair Company

513-472-1985
www.bestplumbercincinnati.com

$25 OFF with this Ad

Keith D. Jackson DDS
Laura K. Jackson DDS

7113 Miami Avenue 
Madeira, OH 45243
Tel: (513) 561-5318

TOTAL LIFE SAFETY, LLC
Commercial Fire Protection Services

Fire Extinguisher/ Exit Lights/Fire Alarm
Sprinkler/Backflow/Special Hazard

866-955-2318

Walter St. Clair RoofingWalter St. Clair Roofing
Serving Cincinnati Since 1923

Roofing & Sheet Metal Work
Slate & Tile Repair

Box Gutters & Seamless Gutters
Jerry St. Clair, pariShioner           641-3265

Chad Muhlenkamp
(513) 377-7221
chad.muhlenkamp@kofc.org

GEO. H. ROHDE & SON
Funeral HomeFuneral Home

Since 1910
3183 Linwood Ave., Mt. Lookout Sq.3183 Linwood Ave., Mt. Lookout Sq.

Serving Eastern Hills, Mt. Lookout & Hyde ParkServing Eastern Hills, Mt. Lookout & Hyde Park

513-321-0404513-321-0404
www.rohdefuneral.comwww.rohdefuneral.com

Directors: Steve Rohde, Denise Mercier Directors: Steve Rohde, Denise Mercier 
& Darrell Schneider& Darrell Schneider

Knights of Columbus
Asset Advisors®
kofcassetadvisors.org

94c/81m/40y/32k

1c/75m/99y/0k

Carpet, Hardwood,
Laminate and LVP 

at guaranteed lowest price, 
shop at home convenience 

and fastest installation. 
Kraig Porter
Parishioner 
513.250.2999

carpetkraig@gmail.com

Family Owned
& Operated

Established 1877

8225 Montgomery Rd
Cincinnati, Ohio 45236

513-891-8373
Peter J. Gilligan, Sr.

Investments,
firmly rooted
in faith.

Kyle Warmouth, Loan Officer/Parishioner
513-218-3218 • KyleW@eqfin.com

NMLS# 2088163-39843

INDEPENDENT LIVING
ASSISTED LIVING • MEMORY CARE

7650 CAMARGO ROAD • MADEIRA, OH 45243
513-422-5499 • WWW.TRADITIONSATCAMARGO.COM

TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  |  AUGUST 20, 2023 

O WOMAN,
Great is your faith! 
Let it be done for 
you as you wish.

Matthew 15:28
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Parish Information
6543 Miami Ave., Cincinnati, OH 45243

(513) 561-5954 | stgertrude.org
parishoffice@stgertrude.org

Parish Office Hours
Monday-Friday: 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.

School Office Hours
Monday-Friday: 7:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.

Church Hours
Every day: 7 a.m.-9 p.m.

MASSES AND CONFESSION

Monday, August 21, St. Pius X (M)
	 7 a.m.	 † Leo & Marian Breslin by Kevin Breslin
	 8 a.m.	 † Chris Flanagan by The Angelico Project
	 11:30 a.m.	 † Deceased Members of the Dominican Order

Tuesday, August 22, Queenship of Blessed Virgin Mary (M)
	 7 a.m.	 † Melissa Hoffman by The Stines Family
	 8 a.m.	 † Donald & Mildred Busson by Robert & Joan Ragusa
	 11:30 a.m.	 Octavio Flores Resendiz by Maria Resendiz

Wednesday, August 23, St. Rose of Lima, O.P. (M)
	 7 a.m.	 † Betty Shefcik by The Shefcik Family
	 8 a.m.	 † Jack Reichert by The Spurgin Family
	 11:30 a.m.	 † Deceased Members of Kohus & Bough Family 
		    by John & Hilda Bough

Thursday, August 24, St. Bartholomew the Apostle (F)
	 7 a.m.	 Craig & Teresa Babcock by The Bursa Family
	 8 a.m.	 † Jeremy Krupsa by Anne Schirmer
	 11:30 a.m.	 † 1st Lt. Thomas Holden, USMC by Charlene Bosken

Friday, August 25, Weekday
	 7 a.m.	 † Joshua George Egan by Jim & Anita Pappalardo
	 8 a.m.	 † Gary Babcock by Steve & Valerie Badinghaus
	 11:30 a.m.	 † Joyce Moore by Shari Siebert & Family

Saturday, August 26, Blessed Virgin Mary (M)
	 8 a.m.	 † Richard Thomas by Susan Brokaw
	 11:30 a.m.	 † Clyde Dorn by The Dorn Family
	 4:30 p.m.	 † Ted & Marian Scherpenberg 
		    by John & Marilyn Scherpenberg

Sunday, August 27, 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time
	 8 a.m.	 † Deceased Members of the Kehoe Family by The Family
	 10 a.m.	 † Ronald Nieto by Nieto Family
	 12 p.m.	 † Regina Kosmalski by Knights of Columbus
	 6 p.m.	 People of St. Gertrude

Confessions will be heard in the church Monday-Friday at 4 p.m., 
Wednesday at 7:30 p.m., and Saturday at 3:30 p.m.
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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

TRANSITIONING FROM 
SUMMER TO FALL
(INCLUDING A REQUEST 
FROM THE PASTOR)

This past week has been a busy one 
indeed! On Tuesday, the solemnity of 
Our Lady’s assumption, we had the joy of 
celebrating the first profession of vows for 

our 12 novices who have been with us this past year. Thursday was 
the first day of school for all of our students attending St. Gertrude 
School, with other local schools starting this week as well. And then, 
this Saturday evening is the annual parish picnic—a special centennial 
celebration this year with tons of food (a full pig roast), lots of games 
for the children, and live music. For those reading this letter sometime 
before Saturday, I do hope you are able to come and share in the joy 
of this event with your fellow parishioners.

These three events, which historically all fall during the same 
week, collectively mark the end of summer and the beginning of fall 
for our St. Gertrude Parish community. And with that transition, 
we also are seeing some “goings and comings” among those who 
serve at the parish. With the summer ending, the time has come 
for our two “summer help” clergy to return to Washington, D.C., 
to continue their studies. Having Father Brendan and our deacon 
Brother Christopher with us was truly a joy. I hope you agree that 
their ministry and presence at our parish these past few months was 
truly a great gift to our community. And at the same time, I can say 
without any doubt that the witness of faith, joy, and love that the two 
of them experienced from our parishioners made a profound impact 
upon them. Both of them were effusive in the way they spoke about 
the effect that being here at St. Gertrude had on them. So I would like 
to thank all of you—our amazing parishioners—for embracing them 
the way you did this summer.

This is also a time of year when we tend to see a higher number of 
new faces in the parish. Last month alone, we had 13 new households 
register as parishioners! And just in the past week, I have personally 
met two families who are newly-arrived and just joined the parish. 
So during the weeks ahead, as your pastor, I am asking every single 
member of the parish to keep your eyes open for new faces. If you 
see someone you don’t recognize, go out of your way to say hello and 
introduce yourself. It is my hope that every first-time visitor to our 
parish experiences a warm welcome, not only from our priests and 
parish staff, but also from all of you. And I have to say, very few things 
warm my pastor’s heart more than seeing new individuals or families 
being embraced and warmly welcomed when they first come to St. 
Gertrude.

Finally, I wanted to share that, for a little over a month, we 
are going to be without Father Joachim. As some of you may know, 
over the past year, he has applied to become a chaplain in the Naval 
Reserves. Toward the end of next week, he will be departing for 

Navy Officer Development School which is located at Naval Station 
Newport (Rhode Island), where he will undergo a five-week period 
of initial training as a Navy officer. He will finish that and return 
to St. Gertrude sometime around September 29. So please join me 
in praying for his safety as he travels and undergoes this period of 
training. During the time he is away, Father Luke and myself will be 
doing the work of three, which means that, with the extra sacramental 
duties that will be on our plates, we may not be able to get to some 
of our non-sacramental responsibilities as quickly as usual. So if we 
seem slow to return an email or a phone call or to get to a project we 
thought we would be able to finish, at least you will know the reason 
why. Please know we will be doing our best!

The beginning of fall is an exciting time around St. Gertrude. 
May our hearts be fully open to the graces the Lord surely will be 
showering upon us during the weeks and months ahead.
God bless,

Father John Paul Walker, O.P.

COVER IMAGE: Woman of Canaan at the Feet of Christ, Jean 
Germain Drouais, Public domain, via Wikimedia Commons.
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SCHOOL NEWS

WELCOME TO OUR NEW FACULTY & STAFF!
St. Gertrude School has eight new faculty and staff members for the 2023-
2024 school year! To help you get to know them better, we’ll be introducing 
them in the bulletin over the next couple of weeks. 

Ms. Lauren Mays: 
1st Grade Teacher
Ms. Mays is currently living in Northern 
Kentucky after recently graduating from Western 
Kentucky University with a degree in child 
studies. She is also currently working toward 
her master’s degree in primary education at 
Xavier University. Ms. Mays is trained in Levels 

1 and 2 of Catechesis of the Good Shepherd (CGS) and will instruct the 
first grade students in their weekly atrium lessons. Lauren enjoys spending 
time with her family, playing a round of golf or tennis, watching a Reds or 
Bengals game with her friends, and traveling. Lauren is incredibly humbled 
and honored that the Lord has given her this opportunity to teach at St. 
Gertrude School and is so excited to be in a community that is so faithful. 

Mrs. Maureen Montgomery: 
3rd Grade Teacher
Mrs. Montgomery is a transplant to Cincinnati 
but has made it her home for the last 14 
years. She completed her studies at Franciscan 
University with degrees in theology and religious 
education and a minor in human life studies. She 
has 15 years of teaching experience, including 

preschool, first grade, Catechesis of the Good Shepherd (CGS) to middle 
schoolers, art, and most recently, high school theology. Mrs. Montgomery 
started the CGS atrium at St. Dominic’s Church in San Francisco and helped 
start St. Gertrude Church’s first CGS atrium. She also worked with an NGO 
at the United Nations to help pass a resolution to stop human trafficking 
at the Beijing Conference on the Status of Women. In her free time, Mrs. 
Montgomery loves DIY projects, painting, writing, going on adventures, 
and spending time with her family. She is thrilled to be a part of the St. 
Gertrude School community as a teacher and parent and can’t wait to help 
our students develop and grow into the people God has called them to be.

Miss Megan Soellner: 
3rd Grade Teacher
Miss Soellner grew up and currently lives in Blue 
Ash, Ohio. She recently graduated from the 
University of Dayton with her pre-kindergarten 
through fifth grade licensure (BSE). Some 
of her interests include walking, baking, and 
spending time with her new puppy, Daisy! She 

looks forward to being surrounded by her students’ enthusiasm for their 
faith and being a part of the wonderful St. Gertrude community!
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EVANGELIZATION & FAITH FORMATION

Do you know someone who is
interested in the Catholic faith? 
INVITE THEM TO COME & SEE. 

To kick off our 2023-2024
Become Catholic program,
we are hosting a Come & See
event—a relaxed evening of
food, drink, and fellowship
for adults who are interested
in Catholicism. Help us
spread the word by inviting
someone who is considering
becoming Catholic.
Oftentimes all people need is
an invitation from a friend.

COME & SEE
September 11

6:30-8:30 p.m.
St. Gertrude Church

Parish Center
6543 Miami Ave., Madeira, 45243

stgertrude.org/become-catholic
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PLEASE PRAY FOR . . .

THE SICK:
Simon Berry, Vicki Calonge, Maureen S. Currens, 
Triset Defonseka, Pamela K. Dwyer, Lisa Ely, Lynn 
Fedele, Octavio Flores-Resendiz, Dick Gelhaus, Bob 
Gerwin, Goad Family, Baby Leo Henry Grolmes, Elsa 
Hall, Jane Hazelton, Hummel Family, Andrea Kattel, 
Aiko Kimura, Diane Kosobud, Ed and Karen Larkin, 
Kevin Lewis, Gertrude Maxwell, Kim McClung, Elaine 
O’Connell, Sue Paas, Gerry Patterson, Gert Patterson, 
Pegge Schuermann, Richard Seifert, Teddie Slaper, 
Michael Stoll, Judy Sullivan, Jim Tappel, Debbie Van 
Hise, Brigitte Vielhauer and Kerry Walden

THOSE IN THE ARMED FORCES:
Patrick Burke, Gabe Dorsey, Jacob Dorsey, Curtis Flores, 
Luis Flores, Jr., Cole Foster, Kyle Foster, Dominic 
Geraci, Daniel Holian, Mike Huber, Aaron Jacobson, 
Jacob Kramb, John Kramb, Kelly Leugers, Dominic 
Lloyd, Seth McGann, John Murdock, Jr., John Oscar, 
Sarah Ries, Dan Roseman, Andrew Shannon, Ian Tester, 
and Gus Voto

THE RECENTLY DECEASED:
† All Our Beloved Dead

PARISH NEWS

LET US PRAY

TRUE DEVOTION TO MARY STUDY
Join us in studying St. Louis de Montfort’s spiritual classic, 
True Devotion to Mary, a book considered by many as “the 
greatest single book of Marian spirituality ever written” (TAN 
Publishers). An in-depth DVD series on the book will begin 
on August 29 in the Parish Center St. Dominic Lobby from 
12:30 to 2:30 p.m. Total Consecration to Jesus through Mary 
will be May 31, 2024, following 11:30 a.m. Mass. To receive 
the full schedule and meeting reminders, email Anne Collins 

at stgertrudetdm@gmail.com. Visit stgertrude.org/tdm for more information.

CANA FAMILY FOR MOTHERS
Are you looking for a way to share ideas with other 
moms on how to raise faith-filled children and 
strengthen your marriage? A new Cana Family 
Called to Motherhood group is forming for fall 

2023! We meet twice per month from September through May to reflect on the 
Gospel, Catechism of the Catholic Church, and Pope St. John Paul III’s writings on 
the dignity of women. We share stories and advice on how to raise faith-filled 
children and be better wives and mothers. Please come to the Parish Center on 
Tuesday, August 29, at 8:45 a.m. or 10:30 a.m. to learn more. (These sessions 
are before and after the Moms & Littles Holy Hour.) You can find more info at 
canafamilyinstitute.com. Please contact Anita Pappalardo at pappacinci@gmail.
com or (513) 375-9320 with any questions.

JOIN OUR PARISH CHOIR!
St. Gertrude Church’s Parish Choir is seeking new members to join us in singing at 
the 10 a.m. Sunday Mass. Rehearsals are Thursdays from 7 to 9 p.m. and Sunday 
mornings at 9 a.m. Some ability to read music is helpful, but not required. If 
you’re on the fence, please come to our first Thursday rehearsal on September 
7 in the Parish Center and see how it goes! Please email our director of music, 
Christopher Holman, at cholman@stgertrude.org for more information.

FATHER MICHAEL MARY 
DOSCH UPDATE
Father Michael Mary Dosch, O.P., has finished his 
term as Master of Novices at St. Gertrude Priory and 
will be moving to St. Dominic Priory in Washington, 
D.C. (630 E Street SW, Washington, D.C. 20024-
2598). He will first take a two-month sabbatical 
with his 95-year-old father who has been wanting to 

travel cross country with him. Father Michael will be in charge of a new preaching 
initiative for the Province of St. Joseph, organizing regional events where various 
friars will preach. He will be in Washington, D.C., by November and remain there 
until reassigned. If travels bring you through Washington, he would love to see you. 
Leave a message for him by calling St. Dominic Priory at (202) 554-7863.
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COMMUNITY NEWS

SUPPORT THOSE IMPACTED 
BY MAUI WILDFIRES
Catholic Charities USA and the Knights of Columbus are 
assisting with relief efforts following the devastating wildfires 
which struck parts of the island of Maui, Hawaii, on August 
8 and 9. Anyone wishing to make a financial contribution to 
these relief efforts may do so by visiting catholiccharitiesusa.
org/?form=hawaii23 or kofc.org/en/donate/disaster-relief.
html. Let us pray for all those affected by this disaster and for 
those assisting with recovery and rebuilding efforts.

BEING PREPARED IS EVERYTHING
Come to a pre-planning seminar at Gate of Heaven Cemetery on 
Tuesday, August 22, at 11 a.m., 2 p.m., or 6 p.m. The seminar is 
no more than 90 minutes and can be helpful in communicating 
your wishes to loved ones, reducing stress for your family and 
friends, saving money, and more. Please RSVP to community@
gateofheaven.org or (513) 489-0300, and let us know how many 
family and friends will be coming with you, what parish you are 
from, and which seminar you plan to attend. The seminar will be 
in the St. Peter’s Chapel (11000 Montgomery Road, Cincinnati, 
OH 45249).

HEALING SERVICE
Our Lady of the Holy Spirit Center (5440 Moeller Ave., Norwood) 
is having a Healing Service on Wednesday, August 23. The rosary 
will begin at 6:45 p.m., followed by Mass at 7:15 p.m. and the 
healing service. For more information, please call (513) 351-9800.

2023 DAYS OF PRAYER AND MERCY
Our Lady of Light Ministries invites you to its 31st Days of Prayer 
and Mercy on August 31 and September 1 at Our Lady of the Holy 
Spirit Center (5440 Moeller Ave., Cincinnati, OH 45212). Bud 
McFarlane, Jr., the most popular Catholic novelist in America, 
will be the featured speaker! Please mark your calendar for this 
special once-a-year event and secure your reservation by visiting 
ourladyoflight.org or by calling Our Lady of Light office at (513) 
531-MARY to register.

THE ARCHDIOCESE IS HIRING
The Catholic Social Action of the Archdiocese of Cincinnati is looking to 
fill a full-time Dayton regional director position. This person will work 
with the greater Dayton Catholic community and the northern deaneries 
of our archdiocese to honor the life and dignity of all people. You can 
find more information at tinyurl.com/CSA-Regional-Director. For any 
questions, please contact Andrew Musgrave at amusgrave@catholicaoc.
org. 

FOOD FOR ALL
Nutritional, affordable food is not readily available to every person in the 
Archdiocese of Cincinnati. Hunger exists in our communities. Catholic 
Charities of Southwestern Ohio travels to where hunger is located. Are 
you interested in reducing hunger and food insecurity, volunteering at 
a mobile pantry, or learning more about hunger in our area? Call April 
Hoak, Food for All coordinator, at (513) 672-3720 or email ahoak@
ccswoh.org. 

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES AT 
CATHOLIC CHARITIES 
Catholic Charities Southwestern Ohio continues to grow and serve more 
people in our community. As such, there are new opportunities for social 
workers, legal aids, and more! If you or someone you know is seeking a 
career change, keep an eye on our career page at ccswoh.org/careers2. 

UPCOMING RETREATS 
Presentation Ministries invites you to these upcoming retreats at Our 
Lady of Guadalupe Discipleship Center (5701 Lawshe Rd., Peebles, OH 
45660). The cost of each retreat is simply a donation and includes meals 
and lodging. To register, visit presentationministries.com or call (513) 
373-2397.

•	 The Consolation of the Holy Spirit: Strength in the 
Challenge of Widowhood – September 15-17, 2023

•	 Healing the Brokenhearted: Retreat for the Divorced or 
Separated – September 15-17, 2023

•	 Singles Retreat (age 30+) – September 22-24, 2023

GET PAID TO HELP DEFEND LIFE IN OHIO
Susan B. Anthony Pro-Life America is now hiring full-time and part-
time pro-life field representatives. Help defeat the Ohio abortion ballot 
initiative and promote a culture of life in Ohio. Field representatives 
go to targeted doors in their community to conduct a simple survey on 
pro-life issues with voters. Field representatives’ starting pay is $15-20/
hour with $0.30/mile expense reimbursement for their travels. Hours 
are flexible (up to 40 hours per week). Must be 16 or older, able to abide 
by strict daily reporting requirements, and committed to our pro-life 
mission. To apply, contact Katie Froman at (847) 922-5913 or katie@
sbalistfield.org. 



St. Gertrude Roman Catholic Church7

LETTER FROM THE ARCHBISHOP

 

 
 
 
 
 
August 12, 2023 
 
 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 

On November 7, 2023, Ohioans will have the opportunity to demonstrate how our state views 
the sacredness of life and the dignity of women. On the November ballot will be a proposed amendment 
(deceptively named “The Right to Reproductive Freedom with Protections for Health and Safety”) to 
the Ohio Constitution that would enshrine the “right” to take the lives of innocent children in the womb 
while harming women and families in the process. 

 
An expectant mother of any age can face many challenges, including lack of support from the 

father, financial strains, concerns about her own health and that of her child, and pressures from family 
and friends. Every woman, regardless of circumstances, should be able to depend upon a community 
of support. That is why Catholic social service agencies, in collaboration with many other faith-based 
and secular organizations, assist pregnant women in need with material resources and personal 
accompaniment, both during pregnancy and after their child is born. 

 
By contrast, the proposed amendment does none of that. If enacted, it would amend the 

Constitution of Ohio to effectively: 
 

• Put women at risk. This amendment would enable elimination of some of the most basic, 
fundamental safety regulations on abortion clinics, including the current requirement for an 
abortion to be performed by a licensed physician. 
 

• Threaten parental rights. The vague language in the amendment opens the door to anyone 
under 18 having an abortion, or even beginning cross-sex hormone treatment, without parental 
consent or notification.  

 
• Allow abortion through 9 months of pregnancy. The amendment provides caveats such that 

a healthy, fully-formed infant in the womb who otherwise could be delivered with no issues 
would still be a candidate for a surgical dismemberment abortion.  

 
We must reject this extraordinary and dangerous attempt to radically reshape Ohio through a 

constitutional amendment that does nothing to aid women or promote life. 
 
The amendment’s supporters will claim that its passage is necessary to preserve medical 

treatment for women who experience miscarriages or ectopic pregnancies. This is not true. No Ohio 
laws – or the laws of any U.S. state, for that matter – prevent such treatment. Hospitals, including 
Catholic hospitals, and physicians have always provided comprehensive miscarriage care, and will 
continue to do so regardless of the outcome of this vote.   

 

Office of the Archbishop archbishop@catholicaoc.org 
513.263.6612 

August 12, 2023 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

On November 7, 2023, Ohioans will have the opportunity to demonstrate how our state views the sacredness of life and the dignity of women. 
On the November ballot will be a proposed amendment (deceptively named “The Right to Reproductive Freedom with Protections for Health 
and Safety”) to the Ohio Constitution that would enshrine the “right” to take the lives of innocent children in the womb while harming women 
and families in the process. 

An expectant mother of any age can face many challenges, including lack of support from the father, financial strains, concerns about her own 
health and that of her child, and pressures from family and friends. Every woman, regardless of circumstances, should be able to depend upon a 
community of support. That is why Catholic social service agencies, in collaboration with many other faith-based and secular organizations, assist 
pregnant women in need with material resources and personal accompaniment, both during pregnancy and after their child is born. 

By contrast, the proposed amendment does none of that. If enacted, it would amend the Constitution of Ohio to effectively: 
•	 Put women at risk. This amendment would enable elimination of some of the most basic, fundamental safety regulations on abortion 

clinics, including the current requirement for an abortion to be performed by a licensed physician.
•	 Threaten parental rights. The vague language in the amendment opens the door to anyone under 18 having an abortion, or even beginning 

cross-sex hormone treatment, without parental consent or notification.
•	 Allow abortion through 9 months of pregnancy. The amendment provides caveats such that a healthy, fully-formed infant in the womb 

who otherwise could be delivered with no issues would still be a candidate for a surgical dismemberment abortion.

We must reject this extraordinary and dangerous attempt to radically reshape Ohio through a constitutional amendment that does nothing to 
aid women or promote life. 

The amendment’s supporters will claim that its passage is necessary to preserve medical treatment for women who experience miscarriages or 
ectopic pregnancies. This is not true. No Ohio laws – or the laws of any U.S. state, for that matter – prevent such treatment. Hospitals, including 
Catholic hospitals, and physicians have always provided comprehensive miscarriage care, and will continue to do so regardless of the outcome 
of this vote.  

Some may insist that the Catholic Church should not be involved in politics. However, the defense of life and care for women compels our 
participation in this critical moral issue. As Catholics, we are morally obliged to uphold the dignity of life of all vulnerable humans – immigrants, 
the poor, preborn children. We cannot remain silent on a direct ballot question like the one in November. The Church must not remain on the 
sidelines when confronted with such a clear threat to human life and dignity and the primacy of the family. 

Ohio does not need a constitutional amendment that only perpetuates violence and a culture of death. I urge Catholics and all people of goodwill 
to pray earnestly for the defeat of this extreme amendment; to educate yourselves and your family and friends about the dangers of the proposed 
amendment; and to vote NO on November 7. Beyond that, we must continue our commitment to caring for women, children and families. 

May the Blessed Virgin Mary, mother of our Lord and Savior, and St. Joseph, protector of the family, intercede for Ohio and its families in the 
weeks ahead.

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

 

Some may insist that the Catholic Church should not be involved in politics. However, the 
defense of life and care for women compels our participation in this critical moral issue. As Catholics, 
we are morally obliged to uphold the dignity of life of all vulnerable humans – immigrants, the poor, 
preborn children. We cannot remain silent on a direct ballot question like the one in November. The 
Church must not remain on the sidelines when confronted with such a clear threat to human life and 
dignity and the primacy of the family. 
 

Ohio does not need a constitutional amendment that only perpetuates violence and a culture of 
death. I urge Catholics and all people of goodwill to pray earnestly for the defeat of this extreme 
amendment; to educate yourselves and your family and friends about the dangers of the proposed 
amendment; and to vote NO on November 7. Beyond that, we must continue our commitment to caring 
for women, children and families. 

 
May the Blessed Virgin Mary, mother of our Lord and Savior, and St. Joseph, protector of the 

family, intercede for Ohio and its families in the weeks ahead. 
 
       Sincerely yours in Christ, 
 

       
 

       Most Reverend Dennis M. Schnurr 
       Archbishop of Cincinnati          

 
ljh 

Most Reverend Dennis M. Schnurr, Archbishop of Cincinnati

 

 
 
 
 
 
August 12, 2023 
 
 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 

On November 7, 2023, Ohioans will have the opportunity to demonstrate how our state views 
the sacredness of life and the dignity of women. On the November ballot will be a proposed amendment 
(deceptively named “The Right to Reproductive Freedom with Protections for Health and Safety”) to 
the Ohio Constitution that would enshrine the “right” to take the lives of innocent children in the womb 
while harming women and families in the process. 

 
An expectant mother of any age can face many challenges, including lack of support from the 

father, financial strains, concerns about her own health and that of her child, and pressures from family 
and friends. Every woman, regardless of circumstances, should be able to depend upon a community 
of support. That is why Catholic social service agencies, in collaboration with many other faith-based 
and secular organizations, assist pregnant women in need with material resources and personal 
accompaniment, both during pregnancy and after their child is born. 

 
By contrast, the proposed amendment does none of that. If enacted, it would amend the 

Constitution of Ohio to effectively: 
 

• Put women at risk. This amendment would enable elimination of some of the most basic, 
fundamental safety regulations on abortion clinics, including the current requirement for an 
abortion to be performed by a licensed physician. 
 

• Threaten parental rights. The vague language in the amendment opens the door to anyone 
under 18 having an abortion, or even beginning cross-sex hormone treatment, without parental 
consent or notification.  

 
• Allow abortion through 9 months of pregnancy. The amendment provides caveats such that 

a healthy, fully-formed infant in the womb who otherwise could be delivered with no issues 
would still be a candidate for a surgical dismemberment abortion.  

 
We must reject this extraordinary and dangerous attempt to radically reshape Ohio through a 

constitutional amendment that does nothing to aid women or promote life. 
 
The amendment’s supporters will claim that its passage is necessary to preserve medical 

treatment for women who experience miscarriages or ectopic pregnancies. This is not true. No Ohio 
laws – or the laws of any U.S. state, for that matter – prevent such treatment. Hospitals, including 
Catholic hospitals, and physicians have always provided comprehensive miscarriage care, and will 
continue to do so regardless of the outcome of this vote.   

 

Office of the Archbishop archbishop@catholicaoc.org 
513.263.6612 
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Monday,
August 21

Tuesday,
August 22

Wednesday,
August 23

Thursday,
August 24

Friday,
August 25

Saturday,
August 26

Sunday,
August 27

Schola Cantorum
3:30 p.m.
PC Choir Room

Catechism in a Year 
Discussion Group
9 a.m.
St. Joseph Room

Resurrection Choir 
Practice
8:45 a.m.
St. Dominic Lobby

Walking with 
Purpose Open 
House
8:30 a.m.
St. Dominic Lobby

Catholic Men’s 
Fellowship
7:30 a.m.
School Cafeteria

Little Flower 
Library Open
8:45-11:15 a.m.

Become Catholic 
Team Training
7 p.m.
Holy Family 
Conference Room

Moms & Littles 
Holy Hour
9:30 a.m.
Church

Schola Cantorum
3:30 p.m.
PC Choir Room

Respect Life 
Interfaith Breakfast 
& Panel
9 a.m.
St. Dominic Lobby

CGS Catechist 
Orientation
10 a.m.
Atrium I & II

Boosters Meeting
7 p.m.
St. Joseph Room

Boy Scouts
7 p.m.
School Cafeteria

SGS Back to 
School Night
7 p.m.
Gym

Confirmation – 
Initial Parent & 
Child Meeting
10 & 11:30 a.m.
School Cafeteria

Healing Rosary
7 p.m.
Rosary Garden

Holy Hour with 
Confessions
7:30 p.m.
Church

Baptisms
1:15 p.m.
Church

K of C Executive 
Meeting
7 p.m.
K of C Hall

L’alto Core Team 
Training
3 p.m.
School Cafeteria

THE WEEK AHEAD

INTERESTED IN JOINING  
ST. GERTRUDE CHURCH? 

We would love to welcome you into our parish family!  
Visit stgertrude.org/register to fill out a new parishioner 
registration form. You can also find paper copies of the 
registration form in the church and the parish office.  

We look forward to meeting you!

Please submit your Mass announcements and 
bulletin articles to bulletin@stgertrude.org
6543 Miami Avenue, Cincinnati, OH 45243

(513) 561-5954 | FAX (513) 561-5184 | 
www.StGertrude.org 

BULLETIN

9/3/23

MATERIALS DUE

8/23/23

BULLETIN DEADLINEOFFERING
St. Gertrude Parish Weekly Collection  

and Budget Report
Collection for August 13

Collection	 $	 31,735
Weekly Budget	 $	 37,000
Weekly Deficit	 ($	 5,265)

Fiscal Year-To-Date (for year ending June 30, 2024)
Fiscal YTD Actual	 $	 238,248
Fiscal YTD Budget	 $	 259,000
Fiscal YTD Deficit	 ($	 20,752)

Prayer to Our Lady, Mother and Queen
May the most serene Queen of heaven, the most 
chaste Virgin Mary, magnify and extol you, O 
God my Creator; and together with her the ten 
thousand times ten thousand companies of blessed 

spirits, and the countless host of your saints, may they sing praises 
to you for me for ever. Amen.

PRAYER FROM ST. GERTRUDE THE GREAT



St. Gertrude Roman Catholic Church9

Parish Staff
Father John Paul Walker, O.P., pastor
Father Joachim Kenney, O.P., parochial vicar
Father Luke VanBerkum, O.P., parochial vicar

Dominican Friars in Residence
Father John Langlois, O.P., prior
Father Joseph Alobaidi, O.P.
Father John Corbett, O.P.
Father Darren Pierre, O.P., novice master

St. Gertrude School – (513) 561-8020
Principal – Sister Mary Agnes Greiffendorf, O.P.	 ext 1101
Vice Principal – Mr. Travis Johnson	 ext 1101
PTO President – Ashlee Wooten	 (513) 823-0382
School Advisory Council

Office of Administration – (513) 561-5954
Receptionists – Susan Kane & Teri Forlini	 ext 2101
Business Manager – Don Regan	 ext 2102
Business Office Admin Assistant – Emma Golias	 ext 2103
Bereavement	 ext 2101
Bulletin Editor	 bulletin@stgertrude.org
Director of Music – 	
  Christopher Holman	  cholman@stgertrude.org 
Safe Environment Coordinator – Emma Golias	 ext 2103

Office of Evangelization & Faith Formation – 
(513) 561-5954
Director of Evangelization & Faith Formation – 
 Walter Plummer	 ext 2122
Coordinator of Catechesis of the Good Shepherd –
 Mary Beth Thiemann	 ext 2110
Coordinator of High School Ministry – 
 Laura Potter	 ext 2124
Coordinator of Adult Evangelization – 
  Tyler Castrucci	 ext 2123
Director of Communications – Michelle Dushensky	 ext 2121
Office Coordinator – Kristen Eggers	 ext 2109
Become Catholic (RCIA) 	

Corporal Works of Mercy
Helping Hands 
(Funeral Reception Ministry)– 	 (513) 940-2643 
 Nancy Lucas	 stgerthh@gmail.com
Knights of Columbus – Pete Marcello	 (703) 447-3978
	 grandknight@elderkofc.org
Ladies of Charity – Jean Wilkinson	 (513) 498-5085
Parish Health Ministry – Jeanne Palcic	 (513) 317-4123
Pregnancy Center East 
 (for all pregnancy needs)	 (513) 321-3100
Soup Kitchen – Andy Cordier	 soupkitchen@stgertrude.org
St. Vincent De Paul Society –
  Jennifer Mansfield	 (513) 561-5954, ext 2112

PARISH DIRECTORY

Vocations Directors
Archdiocese of Cincinnati – 
  Father Dan Schmitmeyer	 (513) 421-3131
Dominican Friars –
  Father Mario Calabrese, O.P.	 DominicanFriars.org
Nashville Dominican Sisters –
 Sister Mara Grace, O.P.	 (615) 256-5486

Spiritual Works of Mercy
Circle of Prayer – Barbara Rose	 prayercirclesg@gmail.com
Communion to Sick – Judy Hartmann	 (513) 984-8003
Eucharistic Adoration	 adoration@stgertrude.org
Natural Family Planning – Jenna Bernardo	 (513) 658-0444
  nfp@stgertrude.org
Pastoral Council – Ryan Schilling	 rryanschilling@gmail.com
Prayer Ministry for the Dying – Pat Collins	 (513) 265-1897
Respect Life – Lisa Campbell	 (865) 455-4795
Rosary Making – Larry Ball	 (513) 831-8572
Unbound Ministry – Nealy Mechley	 (513) 505-1740

Liturgical Ministries
Parish Choir – Christopher Holman	  cholman@stgertrude.org 
Contemporary Music Ensemble – Paul Kindt	 (513) 697-9208
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion	 (513) 561-5954
Resurrection Choir – Marty Cunningham	 (513) 891-4226
The St. Anne and the Child Mary Guild –
 Ann McCormick	 (513) 382-3513
St. Joseph the Worker Society	 (513) 561-5954
Ushers – Douglas Postler	 (513) 791-6298
Viri Selecti – Ben Hoffmann	 pxaw@hotmail.com
Youth Choir – Christopher Holman	  cholman@stgertrude.org 

Spiritual Groups
Angelic Warfare Confraternity –	 (513) 561-5954
Benedictine Oblates – Mark Milliron	 (513) 536-6275
CANA Family For Mothers –
 Anita Pappalardo	 (513) 248-8237
Catholic Men’s Fellowship – Stan Lloyd	 (513) 289-5268
Confraternity of the Most Holy Rosary –
 Brian Zappia	 (513) 791-7299
Dominican Laity (Bishop Fenwick) –
 Mrs. Joan Ratajczak, O.P.	 jsratajczak@gmail.com
Dominican Laity (Our Lady of Peace) –
 Mr. Fred Thomas, O.P.	 stgertrude.org/ourladyofpeace
Healing Rosary – Cindy Hertzel	 (513) 368-8941
Seasons of Hope – Cindy Hertzel	 (513) 368-8941
Special Needs Moms Support Group –
 Laura Nanista	 (513) 301-6317
True Devotion to Mary – Anne Collins	 (513) 984-4708
Walking with Purpose Bible Study (Women) –  
 Martha Thompson	 mbthom22@gmail.com

Parish Groups
Athletic Boosters – Rob Gruber	 (513) 256-2566
Boy Scouts – Rob Schuette	 (513) 333-0040
Cub Scouts – Chris De Brunner	 (513) 379-1010
Garden Club 	 (513) 561-5954
Lenten Fish Fry – Rob Mancini	 (513) 520-6360
Little Flower Library – Susan Santos	 (513) 504-0205
Parish Coffee – Mark Findley	 (513) 417-9227



937-544-8068

Custom Cabinetry
anywhere in your
home or garage.

Call Matt Stutzman
today to get your
project started!

Please Patronize O
ur A

dvertisers – To Place an A
d, C

all 1-800-292-9020.

Jim Volz
CPA & Trusted

Advisor
794-1551.com

9900 Carver Rd., Blue Ash

G
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gertz  law
Y O U R  F A M I L Y ’ S  L A W Y E R

GERTZLAW.COM
	 Reading	Office	 Loveland	Office
 (513) 554-1868 (513) 583-1549

Susan	Marie	Allspach,	Esq.
Anthony	J.	Gertz,	Esq.
Anthony	J.	Gertz	II,	Esq.

•	Probate	Administration/Estate	Planning/Wills/Trusts
•	Divorce/Family	Law/Litigation

Full Service inSulation

Environmental Company
Asbestos & Mold Removal

(513) 242-0600
Central Insulation

Systems, Inc.

KLEKAMP PAVING
Asphalt Paving

Patching
Asphalt

Sealcoating
513-561-4600

www.klekamp.com

mattbonhauspainting.com

Compliments of

General Contractors and Land Development Company

6403 Madison, Madisonville • 271-1570 
1793 Ohio Pike, Amelia • 797-4888

Now 2 Locations!

ROYALMONT ACADEMY
200 Northcrest Drive, Mason, OH

Catholic Preschool • High School • Full and 1/2 day Preschool 
Enrolling Now

513-754-0555 • www.Royalmont.org

MILFORD
Body Shop Direct Call

831-5460

CASTRUCCI
COLLISION

AHP Anderson Hills Plumbing
Residential – Commercial – FREE ESTIMATES

Over 52 Years Experience & Satisfaction
Ernie, Jack, Ralph & Barb Vilardo

6229 Beechmont Avenue  513-232-3821

JEFF STANLEY The Stanley Edwards Group at Morgan Stanley
Portfolio Manager Financial Advisor
513-762-5317
7755 Montgomery Rd., Cincinnati, OH 45236
Jeff.stanley@morganstanley.com NMLS# 287975
Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC. Member SIPC. CRC 3401603 9/2021

ERIC D. BENDER
Attorney at Law

Moeller (1984)
University of Notre Dame (1988)

U.C. Law (1991)
Family Law • Wills & Probate

Lawsuits • Guardianship
Adoption

(513) 891-5630
9764 Kenwood Road in Blue Ash

Visa/Mastercard Accepted

7319 Columbia Road
Garden Center 
& Landscaping

398-1008
www.sharonnursery.com

LARRY’S 
LOCK, SAFE &  

SECURITY CENTER 
 

791-9163 
 
 
 
 

8005 Plainfield Road 
Cincinnati, OH 45236 

Larry’s
LOCK, SAFE & 

SECURITY CENTER

791-9163

8005 Plainfield Road
Cincinnati, OH 45236

18 years in Business • Call 513-321-4444

• Cincinnati’s first Joint Commissioned Private 
Duty Company

• 3 full-time nurses on staff for caregiver 
supervision and emergency consultation

• Specialized and Trained for Parkinson’s and 
Dementia Care

• Live-In specialists, but also offer 4 hour 
minimum care

Robert L. 
Franer III, AAMS®

513-334-1621 (O)
513-434-3583 (C) 
robert.l.franer@lpl.com
www.castellumfinancialadvice.com

Parishioner & Founding Member 
of The Catholic Financial Planners Network 

Helping Catholic families pursue and use wealth morally.
Securities offered through LPL Financial, a Registered Investment Advisor, member FINmember FINRA/SIPC

Area’s Oldest Death Care Leader Area’s Oldest Death Care Leader 
StrawserFuneralHome.comStrawserFuneralHome.com

513-791-7203513-791-7203
Awarded 2021 Awarded 2021 

Small Business of the Year!Small Business of the Year!

Meet Eli and Bennett, our two Meet Eli and Bennett, our two 
fur-children! We understand how fur-children! We understand how 

much pets mean to people, and we much pets mean to people, and we 
are proud to offer pet death care to are proud to offer pet death care to 
the area with the same dignity that the area with the same dignity that 

we show for all we serve!we show for all we serve!

Skyline Chili, Loveland Ohio 10640 Loveland 
Madeira Rd. Bring this bulletin to receive a 

FREE Cheese Coney 
With the Purchase of a (3,4,5) Way

Feeling good, it’s Skyline Time!

For all your real estate needs please contact me, 
a faithful and hard-working St. Gertrude 

parishioner and professional realtor.  

CAROLYN TRAUTH Realtor 

513-706-4239
www.sibcycline.com/ctrauth

Accepting 
New Clients!
Tiara Brown
513-926-7618
We come to you!

Many non-medical 
services provided.

HOME HEALTH CARE AGENCY

uwwllc@ibyfax.com

7754 CAMARGO ROAD,
CINCINNATI, 45243

513-561-6956
@PIAZZADISCEPOLI
TUES.-SAT. – 11-6

FRI. – 11-7

Jason and RhondaJason and Rhonda

7820 CAMARGO RD, MADEIRA
513-271-9378

ali.bar.grill.madeira@gmail.com
alisbarandgrill.com

Servicing Maderia and Indian Hill since 1979

Amy Resch – 513-436-4690

Enjoy 
outdoor living

all summer long!
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beatrice
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT

TIM BEATRICE
513-254-5620
timbeatrice5@yahoo.com

Knights of Columbus
Archbishop Elder Council

Email grandknight@elderkofc.org
Join today. kofc.org/joinus

Jeff Woodward, Parishioner   513-247-9241
Celebrating 30 years in business

www.wciconstruction.com

Woodward Construction, Inc.

Kitchen & Bath
Remodeling

Kinsella
561-5285

7880 Camargo Rd.
kinsellakitchens.com

Dr. Frederick A. Heiselman
General • Implant

Dentistry
Parishioner

513-561-8600
7140 Miami Ave.,Ste. 201

fheiselmandds.com

GILSON’S
ENGRAVING

ELEGANT GIFTS

Engraved gifts for all occasionsEngraved gifts for all occasions

7116 Miami Ave.

891-0730
www.gilsonsonline.com
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Chuck Borchers
REALTOR, Parishioner

513-335-4039
charles.borchers@gmail.com
chuckborchershomes.com

Accepting New Patients

Dr. Eleanor Endres
Parishioner

513-791-8880 • www.endresdentistry.com
“Oral Health is the Gateway to Healthy Living”

KENWOOD, 7500 MONTGOMERY RD.
MADISONVILLE, 4418 WHETSEL AVENUE

513-791-5353

Thomas-Justin
Funeral Homes, Inc.
Four Generations of Family Service 

to the Community

LANDSCAPE SPECIALISTS, INC.
Hardscape Landscape
• Walkways & Patios • Installations
• Driveways • Renovations
• Retaining Walls • Maintenance
• Drainage Systems • Snow Clearing

Quality Service for Over 35 years

396-6400
Ed Witte, Parishioner

WITTEWITTE

Kitchens • Bathrooms
Room Additions

Screen & Covered Porches
Lower Levels & Basements

513.492.8429
7264 Columbia Rd., Ste. 600, Maineville

www.PenderyConstruction.com

HYDE PARK
PAINTING

and
CARPENTRY
321-4100

Remodeling 
Roofing/Gutters • Concrete 

Plumbing/Electric
Drywall • Int./Ext. Painting

Your Complete Home 
Repair Company

513-472-1985
www.bestplumbercincinnati.com

$25 OFF with this Ad

Keith D. Jackson DDS
Laura K. Jackson DDS

7113 Miami Avenue 
Madeira, OH 45243
Tel: (513) 561-5318

TOTAL LIFE SAFETY, LLC
Commercial Fire Protection Services

Fire Extinguisher/ Exit Lights/Fire Alarm
Sprinkler/Backflow/Special Hazard

866-955-2318

Walter St. Clair RoofingWalter St. Clair Roofing
Serving Cincinnati Since 1923

Roofing & Sheet Metal Work
Slate & Tile Repair

Box Gutters & Seamless Gutters
Jerry St. Clair, pariShioner           641-3265

Chad Muhlenkamp
(513) 377-7221
chad.muhlenkamp@kofc.org

GEO. H. ROHDE & SON
Funeral HomeFuneral Home

Since 1910
3183 Linwood Ave., Mt. Lookout Sq.3183 Linwood Ave., Mt. Lookout Sq.

Serving Eastern Hills, Mt. Lookout & Hyde ParkServing Eastern Hills, Mt. Lookout & Hyde Park

513-321-0404513-321-0404
www.rohdefuneral.comwww.rohdefuneral.com

Directors: Steve Rohde, Denise Mercier Directors: Steve Rohde, Denise Mercier 
& Darrell Schneider& Darrell Schneider

Knights of Columbus
Asset Advisors®
kofcassetadvisors.org

94c/81m/40y/32k

1c/75m/99y/0k

Carpet, Hardwood,
Laminate and LVP 

at guaranteed lowest price, 
shop at home convenience 

and fastest installation. 
Kraig Porter
Parishioner 
513.250.2999

carpetkraig@gmail.com

Family Owned
& Operated

Established 1877

8225 Montgomery Rd
Cincinnati, Ohio 45236

513-891-8373
Peter J. Gilligan, Sr.

Investments,
firmly rooted
in faith.

Kyle Warmouth, Loan Officer/Parishioner
513-218-3218 • KyleW@eqfin.com

NMLS# 2088163-39843

INDEPENDENT LIVING
ASSISTED LIVING • MEMORY CARE

7650 CAMARGO ROAD • MADEIRA, OH 45243
513-422-5499 • WWW.TRADITIONSATCAMARGO.COM

TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  |  AUGUST 20, 2023 

O WOMAN,
Great is your faith! 
Let it be done for 
you as you wish.

Matthew 15:28


