


MASSES AND CONFESSION

Monday, August 7, Weekday
7 am. T Rita Wellage by The Murray Family
8am. 7 Ted Bayer by Judy Bayer & Family
11:30 am.  § Deceased Members of the Dominican Order

Tuesday, August 8, Holy Father Dominic (S)
7 am.  Kathleen Schirmer by Anne Schirmer
8 am. 7 Harry Oliver by Courtney Roberts
11:30 am.  Novices receiving the habit

Wednesday, August 9, Weekday
7am.  Holy Souls in Purgatory by Octavio Flores Resendiz
8am. 7 Dennis L. Rapp by Jim & Terri Wood
11:30 am. Bill Schlie by Nancy DeBrunner

Thursday, August 10, St. Lawrence (F)
7 am.  Father Basil Cole, O.P., by Kevin & Patrice McCarthy
8am. 7§ Gary Babcock by Marriage Encounter Group
11:30 am.  { Dennis Nichols by The Golias Family

Friday, August 11, St. Clare (M)
7 am. Matthew & Rose Kang by The Isaacs Family
8am. 7§ Marianne Klekamp by Bob & Carol Conners
11:30 am. 7 Joe Silvers by Mike & Diane Kennedy

Saturday, August 12, Blessed Virgin Mary (M)
8am. 7 Steve Rentschler by Mark & Sherri Holland
11:30 am.  Connie & Ted Bishop by Joan Ratajczak
4:30 pm. 7§ David & Bridget Moreno by The Carrington Family

Sunday, August 13, 19th Sunday in Ordinary Time
8 am. Nancy Lucas by Pete & Donna Marcello
10a.m. People of St. Gertrude
12 pm.  { Tom Williams by Nancy Lucas
6 pm. 7§ Roberto Gonzalez by Jeff & Julie Rosfeld

Confessions will be heard in the church Monday-Friday at 4 p.m.,

Wednesday at 7:30 p.m., and Saturday at 3:30 p.m.

Parish Information
6543 Miami Ave., Cincinnati, OH 45243
(513) 561-5954 | stgertrude.org
parishoffice@stgertrude.org

Parish Office Hours
Monday-Friday: 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.
School Office Hours
Monday-Thursday: 8:30 am.-12 p.m.
Church Hours
Every day: 7 a.m.-9 p.m.

A FATHER/SON EVENT

HUNBREAKABLE

All dads and their sons (K-8th grade) are
invited for an epic afternoon that includes . .
. fun games and activities
. a motivational talk from Bengal Hall of
Famer Anthony Munoz
. a challenge for each father/son
. pizza and refreshments (pizza
served toward the end)

September 23, 2023
12:30-3:30 p.m.
St. Gertrude Campus

Sign up by August 30 to get
t-shirts and a $5 discount.
Prices go up August 31, and
shirt orders won’t be accepted.

Scan the QR code or visit
bit.ly/2023unbreakable to register.

Hosted by the St. Gertrude Parish Boosters and the Knights of
Columbus Archbishop Elder Council #1195.

The Assumption of Mary
Tuesday, August 15, 2023

On Tuesday, August 15, we celebrate the

greatest holy day of the month: the

Assumption of Mary. We invite you to join us

i k“ for Mass on this holy day of obligation:

v ¢ Monday, August 14 - 7 p.m. (vigil)

e Tuesday, August 15 - at 7, 8, or 11:30 a.m.

(also the Mass of Profession) or 7 p.m.

St. Gertrude Roman Catholic Church




FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

ST. DOMINIC’S GREAT
PROMISE

Father John Paul is away this week. In his place—

and as we approach the feast of St. Dominic—Father

Luke shares St. Dominic’s great promise to not only the

Dominicans but also all of you.

This Tuesday, August 8, is a big day for Dominicans—the feast
of St. Dominic! The 11:30 a.m. Mass will be especially beautiful and
solemn to mark the occasion. Please join us and meet the new novices!

St. Dominic’s feast day reminds me of the great promise
St. Dominic left us. Yes, us—friars, sisters, Dominican laity, and every
parishioner at this Dominican parish.

There he was, the day of his death . . .
habit, lying sick, in a bed for the first time in years, surrounded by
his brethren—his little band of friars preachers. And he said to them,
“Do not weep. I shall be of more use to you and bear more fruit for
you after death than I ever did in life.”

There is that great promise: after his death, St. Dominic would

wrapped in his worn

be more helpful to his brethren.

Three years later, St. Dominic was canonized. Now we know his
intercession is sure; we know that we can rely on his promise. He is
right now before the throne of grace (Heb 4:16), before our Lord
Jesus, charged especially with the care of his children.

St. Dominic is our father. We call him Our Holy Father
St. Dominic, Sanctus Pater Noster Dominicus. We do not just call him
father because he founded the Order of Preachers over 800 years
ago—like a “Founding Father,” if you will. We call him father because
it signifies an ongoing, living relationship; a familial tie (father to son,
father to daughter).

For religious, this bond came to be by our vows. We make our
vow of obedience to God, to Blessed Mary, to Blessed Dominic, and
to our superiors. And we make this vow usque ad mortem—until death.
Our vows bind us to St. Dominic as our father for life. With this new
familial tie, we become heirs of a great inheritance.

This is much like Baptism: we are baptized into Christ, the Son
of God, and so become adopted sons and daughters of the Father.
In Christ, we become heirs to the great inheritance that is the fruits
of his cross. Those fruits, those gifts, those graces that our Lord won
for us are ours, and our heavenly Father delights in giving them to us
through Christ.

Beginning religious life is much like Baptism. It is a deepening
of the grace of our baptism. Many of us receive new names. By our
vows, we become sons and daughters of our Holy Father St. Dominic,
and we become heirs of a great inheritance. St. Dominic delights in
obtaining graces for us from Christ.

In St. Dominic, the grace of the whole Order of Preachers is
ours. The many graces that all the saints and blesseds of the Order
have won over the centuries by their holy lives are for our growth in

holiness—and yours.

As parishioners at a Dominican parish, you can be assured that
the fatherhood of St. Dominic includes St. Gertrude Parish in a special
way. You can confidently ask him for the graces you need.

In particular, we might think to ask for the graces that so adorned
the life of St. Dominic. Zeal for souls, contemplative prayer, joy
of spirit, cheerfulness in adversity. How is it that our lives will be
transformed by the grace of St. Dominic and so lead us to Jesus?

Today, then, we give thanks to God for setting so great a father
over this household of the Order of Preachers and those places
entrusted to the Dominicans. We give thanks that St. Dominic was
granted so great a share in the Fatherhood of God, from whom all
Fatherhood comes (Eph 3:15).

And so we pray, “Fulfill, father, what you have said, and help us
by your prayers.”

St. Dominic, pray for us!

God bless,
Father Luke Mary VanBerkum, O.P.

CENTENNIAL GAIA

?wfw?
THE JAZZ COASTERS

With a blend of vintage swing, New Orleans Jazz, and pop
covers, Cincinnati's premiere swing dance band will have
everyone on their feet. Don’t know swing? No problem! There
will be swing dance instructors present to give everyone a short
lesson before we open the dance floor. This is one toe-tappin’
party you don’t want to miss!

EARLY BIRD TICKETS

AVAILABLE THROUGH AUGUST 31.
Scan the QR code or visit

bit.ly/100anniversarygala

NOVEMBER 3, 2023
6:30-10:30 P.M.

COVER IMAGE: St. Dominic in Glory, from the frescoed
ceiling in the Chapter House of San Domenico, Bologna. Photo

by Father Lawrence Lew, O.P. Photo used with permission.
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SCHOOL NEWS

Ot S

FIRST DAY OF
SCHOOL
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What Parents Are Saying

"St. Gertrude School has created a place for our
children to grow and thrive academically, socially,
and spiritually. We remain simply amazed by the
whole-child formation each of our children has
(and continues) to experience. We feel we have
true partners in education through the faculty and
staff of the school. We never imagined we would
have the opportunity to provide our children such a
fruitful, rich community in which to learn and
flourish. God’s hand is truly at work within the
walls of St. Gertrude School. We are beyond
blessed to have such a school available to the
Cincinnati community."
-Beth Clifford
St. Gertrude School Parent

NEW SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITY FOR
ATTENDING ST. GERTRUDE SCHOOL

As you may have heard, recent state legislation has significantly expanded

access to Ohio’s EdChoice Scholarship Program. This program provides
state-funded scholarships to K-12 students based on household income level.
As a result of these changes, all of Ohio’s students are now eligible for a
full or reduced scholarship for attending private schools!

In order to apply for the EdChoice Scholarship, students must first be
enrolled in a Catholic school. We invite all interested parish families to
enjoy a personalized, parent-led tour to learn about the St. Gertrude School
difference! Meet the principal, visit a classroom, and experience the joy of a

Catholic education in the Dominican tradition. Schedule a tour today!

SCHOOL UNIFORM SALE

Get all your children's uniform needs for
the 2023-2024 school year—and receive
10 percent off your entire purchase.

Wednesday, August 9
12-6 p.m.
St. Gertrude School

Cafeteria

Clothing may be tried on for sizing. Returns and
exchanges for clothing that has not been worn,
washed, or had tags removed accepted.

Can't make the sale? Visit educationalapparel.com
to place an order anytime. Orders over $100 ship
free. Orders under $100 ship for a flat $8.

" A¢Educational Apparel, LLC
(g
3096 Brown Park Drive, Hilliard, OH | (614) 876-3030
Store Hours: M-Th. - 10 a.m.—6 p.m,, Fri.-10 am.-5 p.m.,
Sat.-10 am.=3 p.m

@(SEERTRUDE
Discover the
Dominican
Tradition

GATHER IN FAITH
St. Gertrude School is a K-8
Catholic school that fosters
excellence in each student
through exceptional Catholic
academic development and
faith formation. Led by the
Dominican Sisters of
St. Cecilia for over 85 years,
our school is a place where
learning and communion
flourish and children build a
lasting relationship with God,
form treasured friendships
with each other, and graduate
ready to meet the challenges
of high school and beyond.

Scan to
schedule
a tour!
(513) 561-8020 | stgertrudesch.org GROW IN
@stgertrudeschool EXCELLENCE

St. Gertrude Roman Catholic Church




EVANGELIZATION & FAITH FORMATION

SHOWER HEADS AND

ELECTION SEASON
BY TYLER CASTRUCCI

Showering is important. Okay, that

sounds like an obvious, “duh,” statement—
and perhaps it is. But showering can become
one of those fundamental things in life that
we end up taking for granted in our modern
society. In other words, you don’t appreciate

how important a good shower is until you have

a bad shower. What makes a “good shower”
you ask? Water pressure. It all comes down to water pressure. Too
much and you feel like you're getting pummeled into submission;
too little and you end up like Kramer on Seinfeld with greasy hair
after experiencing a “low flow” shower exclaiming, “I feel weak and

ineffectual!”

As virtue is the mean between two vices, so the perfect water
pressure is that right balance between too strong and too weak. This
point was made obvious to me recently after returning from a family
vacation. The house we had been staying at on our trip had glorious
water pressure and, when we returned home, it became abundantly
clear that our shower was painfully weak in comparison. Why was
our brand new shower head so much weaker than the one on our
trip that seemed to be decades old? After consulting YouTube, Bob
Vila, and other home improvement websites, I learned that the reason
new shower heads are weaker than old ones is because Environmental
Protection Agency regulations now limit the flow of shower heads to
2.5 gpm (gallons per minute). For comparison, older shower heads
are usually at least 4 gpm and can even be as high as 10 gpm!

When did this
happen, and why
wasn’t I consulted?
Well,

legislation

apparently
about
shower heads was

debated,

revised, and passed

written,

years

ago, all

without me being
the slightest bit aware of it. This led me to reflect on what else was
happening in the political sphere that T was oblivious to. Perhaps 1
should be paying closer attention, after all, as Catholics, our faith
obliges us to be active participants in society and “to contribute along
with the civil authorities to the good of society in a spirit of truth,
justice, solidarity, and freedom. The love and service of one’s country
follow from the duty of gratitude and belong to the order of charity”
(Catechism of the Catholic Church 2239). Our faith can’t be reduced
to a private matter that merely informs our personal choices and

preferences; rather, it must be the guiding principle behind how we

form our consciences to make prudent decisions in the public realm.
While it might not always be immediately obvious, the fact that God
became man in the person of Jesus Christ so that we might be healed
from sin and attain eternal life has profound implications on how we
cast our ballots from matters small to big (and even shower head water
pressure). We are called to bring the Good News into society, and
elections are a privileged opportunity for us to do just that. Bearing
witness to our faith in the voting booth means we must first form our
conscience by prayerfully examining the issues at hand in light of the
Gospel. As we enter this season of elections and special elections, let
us all resolve to answer the call of the Church to be faithful citizens and

actively participate in building up the kingdom here and now.

- ¥
EVANGELIZATION 101 TIP

. A%
ﬁ/ Get your friends together to do some !
ir activity, and invite someone who is b
’ “outside” your group to take part.

iVote

Get a fuller picture of what the
Church teaches and why—and vote
with your faith in mind.

i ©

Dignity of Work
& Rights of Workers

& M &

Care for God's Creation

Family, Community, Option for the Poor
icipati &Vulnerable

Life & Dignity of the Solidarity Rights & Responsibilities
Human Person

ivotecatholic.org
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PARISH NEWS

CENTENNIAL BOOKS ON SALE THIS WEEKEND
Get your copy of our centennial book, St. Gertrude Church: The First 100 Years, for

just $35 this weekend! Members of the centennial book committee will be in the
Parish Center before and after all Masses. Check, cash, and credit cards accepted.
You can also purchase this timeless book at The Catholic Shop (7015 Miami Ave.)

or in the parish office.

MASS OF PROFESSION - ALL ARE INVITED!

Since August 2022, we have had 12 Dominican novices here at St. Gertrude

Priory. They have now completed their year of formation and will make their
simple profession of religious vows at the 11:30 a.m. Mass on Tuesday, August
15. All are welcome and encouraged to attend. (Please note, August 15 is the
solemnity of the Assumption of Mary, which is a holy day of obligation.) Mass will
be a little longer than usual—around 90 minutes. Please keep these brothers in
your prayers as they begin their formal seminary education and formation at the
Dominican House of Studies in Washington, D.C.

PARISH CENTENNIAL PICNIC

Please join us for our Parish Centennial Picnic on Saturday, August

19, immediately after the 4:30 p.m. Mass. This joyous event marks
a significant milestone as we continue to commemorate our 100th

anniversary.

The festivities will kick off with a blessing, and dinner—a delicious pig
roast with a variety of sides, delectable desserts, and refreshing
drinks catered by Vonderhaar’s—will be served at approximately 5:30
p-m. We will also have a children’s menu, including hot dogs and macaroni
and cheese. To add to the merriment, the 1960s Top 40 band Deja
Vu will play from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. Other activities include a strolling
balloon artist, face painting, and temporary tattoos between 5:30
and 8:30 p.m., as well as a corn hole and gaga ball tournament.

We invite everyone in our parish community, friends, and visitors to come
together to make this year’s picnic a memorable occasion. We look forward

to seeing youl!

YOUR DONATIONS HELP

THOSE WHO ARE “AFRAID”
In today’s Gospel, God says: “This is my beloved

1 St.Vincent de Paul

Y D
: Ol

Neighbors helping neighbors?

Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to him.”

The disciples were afraid, but Jesus came and
touched them, saying, “Rise, and do not be afraid.”
This past month, your St. Vincent de Paul volunteers have been busy assisting
several people in need. We purchased and installed an air conditioning/heater unit
for a neighbor, walked with a neighbor with two children facing eviction, helped
a neighbor get Duke services restored after disconnection, and provided food and
clothing vouchers. Your donations are making a difference in people’s lives! God

bless youl

(o

Come as you are:\ ®

Make authentic connections with other
women | Learn more about God

Join us for Keeping in Balance where we'll explore
Biblical ideas for managing life’s pace and pressure
while living with calm and steadiness. Your lifestyle
of health and holiness awaits.

St. Gertrude Parish Center
Fridays, September 8-March 22
8:30-10:30 a.m.
Childcare available

BALANCL
S e

Join us for an Open House on August 25
from 8:30 to 9:30 a.m. in the Parish Center.

For more information, email wwp.st.gertrude@gmail.com

o~ walking with purpose
” L’ www.walkingwithpurpose.com

1=
x \;IZ "/////1

LET US PRAY

PLEASE PRAY FOR....
THE SICK:

Simon Berry, Maureen S. Currens, Triset Defonseka,

Pamela K. Dwyer, Lisa Ely, Lynn Fedele, Octavio Flores-
Resendiz, Dick Gelhaus, Bob Gerwin, Goad Family, Baby
Leo Henry Grolmes, Elsa Hall, Jane Hazelton, Hummel
Family, Andrea Kattel, Aiko Kimura, Diane Kosobud, Ed
and Karen Larkin, Kevin Lewis, Gertrude Maxwell, Kim
McClung, Elaine O’Connell, Sue Paas, Gerry Patterson,
Gert Patterson, Pegge Schuermann, Richard Seifert,
Teddie Slaper, Michael Stoll, Judy Sullivan, Jim Tappel,
Debbie Van Hise, Brigitte Vielhauer and Kerry Walden

THOSE IN THE ARMED FORCES:

Patrick Burke, Gabe Dorsey, Jacob Dorsey, Curtis Flores,
Luis Flores, Jr., Cole Foster, Kyle Foster, Dominic
Geraci, Daniel Holian, Mike Huber, Aaron Jacobson,
Jacob Kramb, John Kramb, Kelly Leugers, Dominic
Lloyd, Seth McGann, John Murdock, Jr., John Oscar,
Sarah Ries, Dan Roseman, Andrew Shannon, Ian Tester,
and Gus Voto

THE RECENTLY DECEASED:

+ Patricia Shannon

St. Gertrude Roman Catholic Church




HOPE EMERGENCY

LADIES OF
CENTER COLLECTION
The Ladies of Charity will be at the white
\Z * van in the parking lot before and after
Il Masses (except 6 p.m.) this weekend
CHARITY * pL6p
HARIT collecting donations for Hope Emergency

Center. The center is an agency in
Lynchburg, Ohio, that aids the poor in Adams, Brown,
Clinton, Highland, and surrounding counties, serving about
250 families who are struggling to make ends meet. The center
has asked that this year’s August “Back to School” collection
be focused on their greatest needs: sports bras (all sizes),
underwear, women’s personal protection products (pads and
tampons) and toothpaste. Ohio’s 2023 Tax Free Weekend is
August 4-6—a great opportunity to purchase items to donate.
If you have any questions, please call Jean Wilkinson at (513)
498-5085. Your donations are so very much appreciated!

VOTING REMINDER!!!

Please remember to vote in the August 8 Ohio

special election this Tuesday! At issue is Issue 1,
the raising of the threshold required to pass an
Ohio constitutional amendment. You can find
information on how to vote early at ohiosos.

N 4

gov/elections/voters/toolkit/early-voting/.

Archbishop Schnurr has given the following for

your consideration on the issue: “Issue | will increase the threshold
required for any proposed amendment to the Constitution of Ohio_from a
simple majority vote to at least a 60 percent majority vote in order to pass.
Therefore, a ‘yes’ vote on Issue I will make it more difficult to pass any future
amendment to the Constitution of Ohio, including this November’s ballot
initiative seeking an abortion rights constitutional amendment that expands
and enshrines abortion at the expense of protections of preborn children and
women. A ‘no” vote on Issue 1 will maintain the current threshold, making
it easier to pass an amendment to Ohio’s constitution, including the one

coming this November on the abortion expansion amendment.”

EUCHARISTIC MIRACLES CONFERENCE

You’re invited to a Eucharistic Miracles Conference at Our Lady of

the Holy Spirit Center in Norwood next weekend, August 11th-
13th. Learn about the many Eucharistic miracles around the world.
Discover what the Church teaches about this precious gift and why

it is pivotal to your spiritual journey. Hear
speakers Fr. Leo Patalinghug, Fr. Ryan Ruiz, Fr.
Ethan Moore, Fr. Rob Jack and more. Music
by The Vigil Project. Learn, pray, adore, and

ignite your faith! Register at hostofmiracles.org
or by scanning the QR code.

COMMUNITY NEWS

BEING PREPARED IS EVERYTHING

Cometoa preplanning seminar at Gate of Heaven Cemetery on Tuesday,

August 22,at 11 a.m., 2 p.m., or 6 p.m. The seminar is no more than 90
minutes and can be helpful in communicating your wishes to loved ones,
reducing stress for your family and friends, saving money, and more.
Please RSVP to community@gateofheaven.org or (513) 489-0300, and
let us know how many family and friends will be coming with you, what
parish you are from, and which seminar you plan to attend. The seminar
will be in the St. Peter’s Chapel (11000 Montgomery Road, Cincinnati,
OH 45249).

NATIONAL CONFERENCE FOR SINGLES

Looking to meet faithful single Catholics? Join 400+ singles coming from
all parts of the United States (and beyond!) on August 25-27, 2023, at
the 22nd National Conference for Single Catholics in Plymouth, MI (or

participate virtually and engage with others via the online socials and small

group discussions). This is your chance to connect with like-minded
singles of all ages. The weekend includes talks by dynamic speakers,
music, social events, Mass, adoration, fellowship, and more. If attending
in-person, use the promo code PARISH23 when you register to get $50
off! (Discount for the first 50 sign-ups nationwide to use this code.) Visit
NationalCatholicSingles.com for more information and to register. Can’t
find your question answered on the website? Call (512) 766-5798.

SUMMER SLUMP

Summer often means vacation—and fewer volunteers and contributions

coming in for many nonprofits like Pregnancy Center Plus (PCPlus), just
as their needs hit year-round highs. Very often, clients’ needs increase
when their children are off school. At this time, PCPlus is in need of
Enfamil formula (or other brands), size 6 diapers, and gas cards. If you can
help, please drop off your donations at the center (4760 Madison Road,
Cincinnati, OH 45227) during open hours or order the items online and

have them directly sent to PCPlus. Learn more at supportpcplus.org.

MARIA STEIN SHRINE CHAPEL TOURS

Have you been thinking about taking a tour of the Maria Stein Shrine

chapels? From now until Labor Day, the Shrine is offering chapel tours
at 10 a.m. every Tuesday and Thursday. No RSVP is needed and tours
are free of charge. The Maria Stein Shrine of the Holy Relics (2291 St.
Johns Rd., Maria Stein, OH 45860) is the second largest collection of
relics in the United States.

LEARN, LIVE, AND LOVE YOUR FAITH
You can hear the most sought-after Catholic speakers E E
Okt

and authors anytime, anywhere—just scan this QR
code to download the free Sacred Heart Radio
app. No radio required! Your local Catholic media

connection, Sacred Heart Radio, helps you learn,

live, and love your faith every hour of every day.
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ASK A PRIEST

ASK A PRIEST - THE
SIGNIFICANCE OF GOING

TO CHURCH ON SUNDAY
FATHER BRENDAN BARAN, O.P.

Q: Getting to
sometimes be a real hassle for my family.

Sunday Mass can

Why do we have to come? Why can’t we

just worship anywhere?

A: We can break this question down into four other questions:

Has it always been this way? Jesus Christ, resurrected from the
dead, first appeared to his disciples on a Sunday and “broke bread”
with them (Luke 24:30, 36). A week later, the disciples gathered
again, and again Jesus appeared to them (John 20:26—29). Ever since
those first Sundays in Jerusalem, Christians have come together in a
common place in order to worship God in the holy sacrifice of the
Mass.

An early church document called the Didache (ca. 70 A.D.)
instructs, “Every Lord’s day . . . gather yourselves together and break
bread, and give thanksgiving after having confessed your transgressions”
(14.1). In the original Greek, the word for “give thanksgiving” is
eucharistesate, which refers to celebrating the Eucharist at the Mass.
Even non-Christians began to notice how the early Christians gathered
for worship. Around the year 112 A.D., the Roman governor wrote a
letter to Emperor Trajan. The governor observed that the Christians
in his territory “were accustomed to meet on a fixed day before dawn
and sing responsively a hymn to Christ as to a god” (Pliny the Younger,
Epistle 102). The best description of an early Sunday Mass comes from
St. Justin, writing about 155 A.D.:

“On the day called Sunday, all who live in cities or in the
country gather together in one place, and the memoirs of the
apostles or the writings of the prophets are read. . . . Then we all
stand together and pray, and . . . when our prayer is ended, bread
and wine and water are brought, and the presider in like manner
offers prayers and thanksgivings [eucharistias], according to his ability,
and the people assent, saying Amen; and there is a distribution to
each, and a participation of that over which thanks have been given
[eucharistethenton].” (I Apologia 67.3—T)

In these early days, attending Mass was risky. Emperor Trajan
wrote back to the governor, instructing that the Christians should be
put on trial for treason. Ten years after writing his Apologia, St. Justin
was beheaded at the command of the Roman prefect Rusticus.
Attending Mass has always involved some amount of difficulty.

Can’t I just pray at home? “We pay God honor and reverence, not
for His sake . . . but for our sake” (ST II-II, q. 81, a. 7). We all desire
to have a connection to God. Whenever we quietly turn our mind
to God, it is an interior act which we call prayer. Interior prayer can
occur at any time in any place.

However, the worship of God involves both mind and body. By

going to a church building, we show our commitment to God in a

visible and physical way. Yes, you can pray on the sofa, but worshiping
in a church helps you know for yourselves how committed you
are. Coming to a church building is also good because the place is
consecrated especially for prayer, it keeps you close to the Eucharist,
and you can then pray alongside others instead of as an isolated
individual.

Also, we naturally desire to set aside special time for worship. In
all parts of our lives, we need time for refreshment and rest. A healthy
life includes time dedicated for sleep, conversation with friends, and

reading. It’s the same with our spiritual health

we need special

times for spiritual refreshment through prayer and worship of God.

Why Mass on Sunday and not another day? The Eucharistic
sacrifice of the Mass is “the fount and apex of the whole Christian life”
(Lumen Gentium 11). In the Eucharist, Jesus Christ is present—Body,
Blood, Soul, and Divinity. The Mass is the supreme act of worship
because, during the Mass, Christ’s sacrifice on Calvary is re-presented
on the altar. On Sundays, the Mass has greater significance and greater
solemnity because it especially remembers the resurrection of the
Lord. We come to Mass on Sundays (or Saturday evenings) in order
to be united with other Christians as one body, centered around the
Word in the Scripture and the Eucharistic Body of Christ.

What if I don’t feel like it? Coming to Mass on Sunday is good, even
if sometimes it feels inconvenient, distracting, or boring. Your mere
presence pleases God; it gives testimony that you are a follower of
Christ, provides encouragement to your neighbors, and strengthens
your soul. As St. Paul wrote: “Therefore, brothers [and sisters], since
through the blood of Jesus we have confidence of entrance into the
sanctuary . . . let us approach with a sincere heart and in absolute trust.
.. . We should not stay away from our assembly, as is the custom of
some, but encourage one another and this all the more as you see the

g
day drawing near” (Hebrews 10:25).

Have a question about faith, life, theology, the Church, or something else?
Submit your question to bul]etin@stgertrude.org for one of our Dominican

friars, brothers, or sisters; experts; or theologians to answer in an upcoming

bulletin.

PRAYER FROM

ST. GERTRUDE THE GREAT

Prayer in Praise of the
Transfiguration and Incarnation
I praise you, O my Jesus, in union with that all-

transcending praise within which all your saints

rejoice in rapturous harmony, the influx of your
(livinity into your deific humanity, now transfigured in unfading
glory in reward of the bitterness of the Passion and death you

endured for man’s salvation. Amen.

St. Gertrude Roman Catholic Church




Monday,

Tuesday,

Wednesday,

Thursday, Friday,

Saturday,

Sunday,

August 7

Dominican Laity —
Our Lady of Peace —
Formation

6 p.m.

St. Dominic L()bby

Dominican Laity —
Our Lady of Peace
7 p.m.

St. Dominic Lobby

Healing Rosary
7 p.m.
Rosary Garden

Interested in Joining St. Gertrude Church?

August 8

Dominican Laity —
Bishop Fenwick
Chapter

6:30 p.m.

Church

St. Vincent de Paul
7 p.m.
St. Joseph Room

Boy Scouts
7 p.m.
School Cafeteria

August 9

Resurrection Choir
Practice

8:45 a.m.

St. Dominic L()l)l)y

Holy Hour with
Confessions
7:30 p.m.

Church

August 10 August 11

St. Gertrude School
New Families
Parent Meeting

7 p.m.

School Cafeteria

Visit stgertrude.org/register to fill out a new parishioner

registration form. You can also find copies of the registration

form in the church and the parish office.

WE LOOK FORWARD TO MEETING YOU!

St. Gertrude Parish Weekly Collection
and Budget Report
Collection for July 30

Collection
Weekly Budget
Weekly Deficit

August 12

Catholic Men’s
Fellowship
7:30 a.m.

School Cafeteria

Respect Life
Meeting
9 a.m.

St. Joseph Room

100th Anniversary
Book Sales

/1fter 4:30 p.m. Mass
St. Dominic Lobby

Centennial Gala
Ticket Sales

After 4:30 p.m. Mass
Outside Church

August 13

100th Anniversary
Book Sales

After all Masses

St. Dominic L()bby

Centennial Gala
Ticket Sales
After all Masses
Outside Church

Little Flower
Library Open
8:45-11:15 a.m.

Baptisms
1:15 p.m.

Church

BULLETIN DEADLINE

$ 27,228
$ 37,000
($ 9,772)

Second Collection - L of C & St. Vincent de Paul: $4,859
Fiscal Year-To-Date (for year ending June 30, 2024)

Fiscal YID Actual $ 157,069
Fiscal YTD Budget $ 185,000
Fiscal YI'D Deficit ($  $27,931)

Please submit your Mass announcements and
bulletin articles to bulletin@stgertrude.org
6543 Miami Avenue, Cincinnati, OH 45243

(513) 561-5954 | FAX (513) 561-5184 |
www.StGertrude.org

The Transfiguration of the Lord | August 6, 2023




PARISH DIRECTORY

Parish Staff

Vocations Directors

Father John Paul Walker, O.P., pastor
Father Joachim Kenney, O.P., parochial vicar
Father Luke VanBerkum, O.P,, parochial vicar

Dominican Friars in Residence

Father John Langlois, O.P., prior

Father Joseph Alobaidi, O.P.

Father John Corbett, O.P.

Father Michael Mary Dosch, O.P.

Father Darren Pierre, O.P., novice master

St. Gertrude School - (513) 561-8020

Archdiocese of Cincinnati -
Father Dan Schmitmeyer
Dominican Friars -
Father Mario Calabrese, O.P.
Nashville Dominican Sisters -
Sister Mara Grace, O.P.

Spiritual Works of Mercy

(513) 421-3131
DominicanFriars.org

(615) 256-5486

ext 1101
ext 1101
(513) 823-0382

Principal - Sister Mary Agnes Greiffendorf, O.P.
Vice Principal - Mr. Travis Johnson
PTO President - Ashlee Wooten
School Advisory Council

Office of Administration - (513) 561-5954

Circle of Prayer - Barbara Rose  prayercirclesg@gmail.com

Communion to Sick - Judy Hartmann (513) 984-8003

Eucharistic Adoration adoration@stgertrude.org

Natural Family Planning - Jenna Bernardo  (513) 658-0444
nfp@stgertrude.org

Pastoral Council - Ryan Schilling

Prayer Ministry for the Dying - Pat Collins

Respect Life - Lisa Campbell

Rosary Making - Larry Ball

Unbound Ministry - Nealy Mechley

rryanschilling@gmail.com
(513) 265-1897
(865) 455-4795
(513) 831-8572
(513) 505-1740

Liturgical Ministries

Receptionists - Susan Kane & Teri Forlini ext 2101
Business Manager - Don Regan ext 2102
Business Office Admin Assistant - Emma Golias ext 2103
Bereavement ext 2101

Bulletin Editor

Director of Music -
Christopher Holman cholman@stgertrude.org

Safe Environment Coordinator - Emma Golias ext 2103

bulletin@stgertrude.org

Office of Evangelization & Faith Formation -
(513) 561-5954

Parish Choir - Christopher Holman  cholman@stgertrude.org
Contemporary Music Ensemble - Paul Kindt (513) 697-9208
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion (513) 561-5954
Resurrection Choir - Marty Cunningham (513) 891-4226
The St. Anne and the Child Mary Guild -

Ann McCormick
St. Joseph the Worker Society
Ushers - Douglas Postler
Viri Selecti - Ben Hoffmann
Youth Choir - Christopher Holman

Spiritual Groups

(513) 382-3513

(513) 561-5954

(513) 791-6298
pxaw@hotmail.com
cholman@stgertrude.org

Director of Evangelization & Faith Formation -

Walter Plummer ext 2122
Coordinator of Catechesis of the Good Shepherd -

Mary Beth Thiemann ext 2110
Coordinator of High School Ministry -

Laura Potter ext 2124
Coordinator of Adult Evangelization -

Tyler Castrucci ext 2123
Director of Communications - Michelle Dushensky  ext 2121
Office Coordinator - Kristen Eggers ext 2109

Become Catholic (RCIA)

Corporal Works of Mercy

Helping Hands (Funeral Reception Ministry)- (513) 940-2643

Nancy Lucas stgerthh@gmail.com
Knights of Columbus - Pete Marcello (703) 447-3978

grandknight@elderkofc.org

Ladies of Charity - Jean Wilkinson (513) 498-5085
Parish Health Ministry - Jeanne Palcic (513) 317-4123
Pregnancy Center East

(for all pregnancy needs)
Soup Kitchen - Andy Cordier
St. Vincent De Paul Society -

Jennifer Mansfield

(513) 321-3100
soupkitchen@stgertrude.org

(513) 561-5954, ext 2112

(513) 561-5954
(513) 536-6275

Angelic Warfare Confraternity -
Benedictine Oblates - Mark Milliron
CANA Family For Mothers -

Anita Pappalardo
Catholic Men’s Fellowship - Stan Lloyd
Confraternity of the Most Holy Rosary -

Brian Zappia
Dominican Laity (Bishop Fenwick) -

Mrs. Joan Ratajczak, O.P. jsratajczak@gmail.com
Dominican Laity (Our Lady of Peace) -

Mr. Fred Thomas, O.P. stgertrude.org/ourladyofpeace
Healing Rosary - Cindy Hertzel (513) 368-8941
Seasons of Hope - Cindy Hertzel (513) 368-8941
Special Needs Moms Support Group -

Laura Nanista (513) 301-6317
True Devotion to Mary - Anne Collins (513) 984-4708
Walking with Purpose Bible Study (Women) -

Martha Thompson mbthom22@gmail.com

Parish Groups

(513) 248-8237
(513) 289-5268

(513) 791-7299

Athletic Boosters - Rob Gruber
Boy Scouts - Rob Schuette

Cub Scouts - Chris De Brunner
Garden Club

Lenten Fish Fry - Rob Mancini

Little Flower Library - Susan Santos
Parish Coffee - Mark Findley

(513) 256-2566
(513) 333-0040
(513) 379-1010
(513) 561-5954
(513) 520-6360
(513) 504-0205
(513) 417-9227

St. Gertrude Roman Catholic Church




Area’s Oldest Death Care Leader
StrawserFuneralHome.com

Meet Eli and Bennett, our two

W= fur-children! We understand how

) ~N much pets mean to people, and we
are proud to offer pet death care to 513-791-7203
STRAWSER & STALEY the area with the same dignity that ‘* Awarded 2021 ﬁ 9
FUNERAL HOMES & CREMATION SERVICE we show for all we serve! %’ Small Business of the Year!

Robert L.
Franer lll, AAMS®
513-334-1621 (O)
513-434-3583 (C)
robert.l.franer@Ipl.com
www.castellumfinancialadvice.com

Parishioner & Founding Member

of The Catholic Financial Planners Network

Helping Catholic families pursue and use wealth morally.

Securities offered through LPL Financial, a Registered Investment Advisor, member FINmember FINRA/SIPC

nght

) et

In Home Care & Assistance

Cincinnati's first Joint Commissioned Private
Duty Company

3 full-time nurses on staff for caregiver
supervision and emergency consultation

gertz law

YOUR FAMILY'S LAWYER
GERTZLAW.COM

Reading Office Loveland Office
(513) 554-1868 (513) 583-1549

Susan Marie Allspach, Esq.
Anthony J. Gertz, Esq.
Anthony J. Gertz II, Esq.

* Probate Administration/Estate Planning/Wills/Trusts
¢ Divorce/Family Law/Litigation

HODAPP P

FUNERAL HOMES @i
513-777-8433

www.HodappFuneralHome.com

Compliments of
ry SCHUMACHER DUGAN

General Contractors and Land Development Company
Anderson Hills Plumbing

Residential - Commercial — FREE ESTIMATES
Over 52 Years Experience & Satisfaction

Ernie, Jack, Ralph & Barb Vilardo

6229 Beechmont Avenue 513-232-3821

"0206-262-008-1 11D ‘PV UE 39e|d OL — SI3SILSAPY INQ dziuolied aseald

Skyline Chili, Loveland Ohio 10640 Loveland
Madeira Rd. Bring this bulletin to receive a
FREE Cheese Coney
With the Purchase of a (3,4,5) Way

Feeling good, it’s Skyline Time!

Specialized and Trained for Parkinson's and
Dementia Care

Live-In specialists, but also offer 4 hour
minimum care

18 years in Business ¢ Call 513-321-4444

KLEKAMP PAVING
Asphalt Paving

ERIC D. BENDER

) ( Patching Attorney at Law
s Asphalt Moeller (1984)
Kklekamop ealcoating

University of Notre Dame (1988)

513-561-4600 U.C. Law (1991)

www.klekamp.com

Family Law ¢ Wills & Probate
Lawsuits * Guardianship
Adoption

(513) 891-5630

T 9764 Kenwood Road in Blue Ash
mattbonhauspainting.com Visa/Mastercard Accepted

MATT BONHAUS
PAINTING

ROYALMONT ACADEMY
200 Northcrest Drive, Mason, OH
Catholic Preschool ¢ High School ¢ Full and 1/2 day Preschool
Enrolling Now
513-754-0555 « www.Royalmont.org

JEFF STANLEY The Stanley Edwards Group at Morgan Stanley
Portfolio Manager Financial Advisor

513-762-5317

@ OWERBECK . 1i0 Services
Your Automotive Expen‘ Since 1976

services provided.
HOME HEALTH CARE AGENCY

www.sibcycline.com/ctrauth

i 1 S
7755 Montgomery Rd., Cincinnati, OH 45236 6403 Ml\i‘_)w 2 &*‘Lc_atlo_lﬁs'. 570
Jeff.stanley@morganstanley.com NMLS# 287975 'adison. Viadisonville -
Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC. Member SIPC. cre340160392021 | 1793 Ohio Pike, Amelia « 797-4888 HYBRID
Forall your real estate needs please contact me, Accepting -
afaithful and hard-working St. Gertrude New Clients! J m VO I z
parishioner and professional realtor. Tiara Brown vc 'zm A CPA & Trusted
CAROLV;TRAUTH Realtor AM%[& 513-926-7618 Advisor
SIBCYY/CLINE We come to you! com
$13.706. ;2“3';‘ Many non-medical 794-1551

S
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A N
~ BIRD COUNTRY
,—r 6929 Miami Avenue, Suite A
Maderia, OH 45243

N b
HOURS OF OPERATION

Tuesday - Friday: 9am - 7pm
Sunday - Saturday: 10am-6pm

Bird Country offers a variety of high end bird seeds and suet
cakes to attract a variety of birds to your yard.

We also stock unique bird feeders, bird baths and other items
related to our feathered friends. Whether you are a
bird-watcher or a true “birder”, you will find something
to your liking here at Bird Country.

"

o

s —~

9900 Carver Rd., Blue Ash

CASTRUCCI
COLLISION

WELCOME TO THE FAMILY

CLASS OF 2027!

MILFORD

Body Shop Direct Call

831-5460

Larry’s

LOCK, SAFE &
SECURITY CENTER

7919163

7319 Columbia Road
Garden Center

& Landscaping
398-1008 8005 Plainfield Road
www.sharonnursery.com| cincinnati, OH 45236

mosquﬂoshleld‘ &)

Enjoy
outdoor living
all summer long!

[=]
Amy Resch 513-436-4690

FuLL SERVICE INSULATION

Lis

Central Insulation
Systems, Inc.

Environmental Company
Asbestos & Mold Removal

(513) 242-0600
-

Custom Cabinetry
anywhere in your
home or garage.

Call Matt Stutzman
today to get your
project started!

2/22/S-L1-E€G/G6# SPY 8pIsu| 8pniuen

uwwlle@ibyfax.com
937-544-8068

Security, Inc.

<él.u‘ S

7820 CAMARGO RD, MADEIRA
513-271-9318

alisbarandgrill.com

Treating Your Home

CALLTODAY!

[513-755-ROOF4

ol L| LK

%

SIDING AND ROOFING

(513) 527-4400 - DialOneSecurity.com

PR T R et o e e R Y Servicing Maderia and Indian Hill since 1979

o

TitanSidinaAndRoofina.com

7754 CAMARGO ROAD,
CINCINNATI, 45243

513-561-6956
@PIAZZADISCEPOLI

PIAZZA DISCEPOLI TUES.-SAT. - 11-6
FINE WINES & FOODS FRI. - 11-7

4
HALPIN

PLUMBING, INC.

“WE’LL MAKE IT HALPIN”
513-631-2001

Roofing - Siding - Gutters
B CONTAO Y all Vindows - Storm Restoration
S 10 Year Workmanship Warranty

= & | ocally Owned & Operated

y/

7100 Sennet Place
45069

West Chester,

INTERES

for 24 months Financing Available

0%




»TRADITIONS b‘ﬁ“ é’:r,"l“ TIM BEATRICE
CANICe 513.254.5620

7650 CAMARGO ROAD * MADEIRA, OH 45243
Ny 513-422-5499 - WWW.TRADITIONSATCAMARGO.COM

IMPROVEMENT timbeatrice5@yahoo.com

HYDE PARK Knights of Columbus | Kitchen & Bath
PAINTING B Archbishop Elder Council Remodeling
= ) and. S8 7 E . .
& CARPENTRY ¢’ Email grandknight@elderkofc.org
321-4100 Join today. kofc.org/joinus m
Remodeling
Roofing/Gutters « Concrete
Plumbing/Electric Woodward Construction, Inc.
BLCSLUCH /-t Woodward, Parishioner 513-247-9241 [ oo1-5285
our Lomplete Fiome Celebrating 30 years in business . . :
Repair Company www.wgicon‘:s,truction.com kinsellakitchens.com
[ ]
ﬁﬁ el Thomas-Justin
e PR Ol  Funeral Homes, Inc.
MADEIRA  Madeira, OH 45243 Four Generations of Family Service

DENTISTRY Tel: (513) 561-5318

513-472-1985

www.bestplumbercincinnati.com

PLUMBING

to the Community
Chuck Borchers
REALTOR, Parishioner

13-335-40 |'| &
gmrli.b?riés@gmiim o m e

chuckborchershomes.com Experts Realty

Dr. Frederick A. Heiselman
General « Implant

Dentistr
Parishioner

513-561-8600

7140 Miami Ave.,Ste. 201 3 » /
fheiselmandds.com

Engraved gifts for all occasions
7116 Miami Ave.

891-0730

www.gilsonsonline.com

GILSON'S

ENGRAVING
ELEGANT GIFTS

$25 OFF with this Ad

‘;;' _ =
7441 Shawnee RU

Madeira, Ohio 45

ENDRES Accepting New Patients

GATEWAY

o5
JA DENTISTRY

513-791-8880 « www.endresdentistry.com
“Oral Health is the Gateway to Healthy Living”

Dr. Eleanor Endres
Parishioner

B/\UTE HUBE@JUUSP
Comey

Sh pherd

Nick Baute Parishioner

513-236-2234
Nick@tbrgcincy.com

Cristina Genung Parishioner
513-404-6011

Cristina@tbrgcincy.com

KENWOOD, 7500 MONTGOMERY RD.

MADISONVILLE, 4418 WHETSEL AVENUE

513-791-5353

Pender

CONSTRUCTION, |NC.y
Remodeling by professionals

Kitchens « Bathrooms
Room Additions
Screen & Covered Porches
Lower Levels & Basements

513.492.8429

7264 Columbia Rd., Ste. 600, Maineville
www.PenderyConstruction.com

GEO. H.ROHDE & SON %lter St. Clair Roofing b
Serving Cincinnati Since 1923 Irmily roo
S L I\ " S Sl in faith. . e

Box Gutters & Seamless Gutters

3183 Linwood Ave., Mt. Lookout Sq. 641-3265

JERRY ST. CLAIR, PARISHIONER

EMP;RETODAY

Carpet, Hardwood,
Laminate and LVP
at guaranteed lowest price,
shop at home convenience
and fastest installation.

Hilligan

JFuneral Homes

Family Owned
& Operated

ESTABLISHED 1877

Kraig Porter
Parishioner
513.250.2999

&

carpetkraig@gmail.com

Serving Eastern Hills, Mt. Lookout & Hyde Park

T TOTAL LIFE SAFETY, LLC Knights of Columbus &
513-321-0404 Commercial Fire Protection Services ﬁ?iffﬁ;j“ﬁ‘:f’;i
www.rohdefuneral.com Fire Extinguisher/ Exit Lights/Fire Alarm Chanat k
Directors: Steve Rohde, Denise Mercier |  Sprinkler/Backflow/Special Hazard 51 ; 377?72;111 ek /
& Darrell Schneider chad.muhlenkamp@kofc.org

866-955-2318
FauiTaBLE

D —————————
MORTGAGE CORPORATION

THE STORE
Passion Loves Company

{E" CINCINNATI MINI

Passion for the Drive’

Kyle Warmouth, Loan Officer/Parishioner
513-218-3218 ¢ KyleW@eqfin.com
NMLS# 208816339843

6131 Stewart Rd. Cincinnati OH 45227

REALTYI

* UNIQUE LUXURY LIVING -

513.271.8700
bmwstore.com cincinnatimini.com

LANDSCAPE SPECIALISTS, INC.

Hardscape

© Walkways & Patios
© Driveways ® Renovations

® Retaining Walls e Maintenance
 Drainage Systems e Snow Clearing

Quality Service for Over 35 years

396-6400

Ed Witte, Parishioner

Landscape
o Installations

8225 MONTGOMERY RD
CINCINNATI, OHIO 45236

513-891-8373

PETER J. GILLIGAN, SR.

Buying or Selling?

Monika
DeRoussel

REALTOR®

(513) 289-1039

Please Patronize Our Advertisers — To Place an Ad, Call 1-800-292-9020.
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