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Parish Information
6543 Miami Ave., Cincinnati, OH 45243

(513) 561-5954 | stgertrude.org
parishoffice@stgertrude.org

Parish Office Hours
Monday-Friday: 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.

School Office Hours
Monday-Thursday: 8:30 a.m.-12 p.m.

Church Hours
Every day: 7 a.m.-9 p.m.

Monday, August 14, St. Maximilian Kolbe (M)
	 7 a.m.	 Mr. & Mrs. Gregory P. Speicher by Tricia Speicher
	 8 a.m.	 † Jane Thole by Chip Thole
	 11:30 a.m.	 † Deceased Members of the Dominican Order
	 7 p.m.	 † John Fasola by The Stines Family

Tuesday, August 15, 
The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary (S)
	 7 a.m.	 † Joseph & Marjorie Schirmer by The Schirmer Family
	 8 a.m.	 † Megan Johnson by Ray & Marylyn Clark
	 11:30 a.m.	 (Mass of Profession) Novices professing vows
	 7 p.m.	 † Tim Petric by Mary Petric

Wednesday, August 16, Weekday
	 7 a.m.	 † Mary Alice Schutte by Dominican Sisters
	 8 a.m.	 † Gary Babcock by Bill & Tish Shefcik
	 11:30 a.m.	 Steve Mueller by Dolores Brandstetter

Thursday, August 17, St. Hyacinth of Poland, O.P. (M)
	 7 a.m.	 † Alfred Lynch, Jr. by Kevin & Anne Lynch
	 8 a.m.	 † Eli Williamson by The Nanista Family
	 11:30 a.m.	 David & Julie McLaughlin by Mary Clare Smith

Friday, August 18, Blessed Mannes, O.P. (M)
	 7 a.m.	 † Jean Ellert by Tom & Christin Spurr
	 8 a.m.	 † Jon Sieve by Bill & Penny Cunningham
	 11:30 a.m.	 Rita Johantges by Jeanne Johantges

Saturday, August 19, Blessed Virgin Mary (M)
	 8 a.m.	 † Chris Flanagan by Elaine & Jeff Parker
	 11:30 a.m.	 † Angela Maccani by Nancy & Bob Hoye
	 4:30 p.m.	 † Mary & Ray Kissel by Diana & Ed Doll

Sunday, August 20, 20th Sunday in Ordinary Time
	 8 a.m.	 † George C. Capehart by Kevin & Anne Lynch
	 10 a.m.	 Peter & Catherine Morris by Craig & Teresa Babcock
	 12 p.m.	 People of St. Gertrude
	 6 p.m.	 † Virginia Elizabeth Wahl by The Dowling Family

Confessions will be heard in the church Monday-Friday at 4 p.m., 
Wednesday at 7:30 p.m. and Saturday at 3:30 p.m.

MASSES AND CONFESSION
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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

Father John Paul is away this week. In his place, Father Joachim shares St. Dominic’s great 
promise to not only the Dominicans but also all of you.

CHANGE—
AN INCREDIBLE OPPORTUNITY
It’s that time of year again. Time for change. Of course, it’s always 
that time of year, because change is a constant. But there is a 
particular lot of change going on right now at St. Gertrude Parish. 
As of this Thursday, summer vacation will officially be over for our 

school families. There are a lot of new names and faces and new classes for children, 
parents, faculty, and staff alike to get used to. In the priory, we have seven new men 
beginning novitiate, and sadly (for us) the “old novices” and Father Michael Mary will 
be leaving on August 16. The novices will make their simple profession this Tuesday, 
August 15, which is a big and joyful change for them as they make a vowed commitment 
to the Dominican Order for the next few years of their lives. The profession will be 
in the context of a liturgy in which we celebrate an important change that took place 
in the life of the Blessed Virgin Mary. The Solemnity of the Assumption (a holy day of 
obligation) celebrates Mary’s passing from this world into heaven to dwell body and 
soul there with God. We hope you’ll join us for that 11:30 a.m. profession Mass if you 
are able to—or offer a prayer for the novices if you’re not.
The prospect of all this change has brought to mind again a thought from St. Francis 
de Sales, that pops into my head from time to time after I came across it last year: 
“Every moment comes to us pregnant with a command from God, only to pass on and 
plunge into eternity, there to remain forever what we have made of it.”
Change is not something we always look forward to, at least I don’t. But it is good to 
be reminded that those moments of change also hold potential and that we have a key 
part to play in bringing that potential to actuality. One of the key moments in the life 
of St. Dominic and of the Order of Preachers is a good example here. St. Dominic 
felt called by God to formalize his preaching companions into a religious order of 
preachers. As soon as the Order was approved, he immediately decided to disburse 
the 16 or so companions that he had to the chief university towns of Europe to found 
houses there. The others thought he was a little bit crazy to divide everyone up so 
suddenly and tried to talk him out of it. St. Dominic realized what God was asking, 
though, and the potential it held. So he followed through and sent his companions out. 
The Order flourished rapidly as a result of this decision. 
The thought mentioned above also reminds us, though, that there comes a point when 
change will cease. A moment in which we ourselves will “plunge into eternity.” There 
we remain forever whatever it is we have become in our lives. Though that sounds a 
bit intimidating, on some level we all have a desire for it—the eternal. Fortunately, 
before we take that plunge, we encounter the Eternal One—God—by faith. In the 
liturgy especially, we enter God’s timeless and changeless presence and receive the 
help of his grace. May we approach with open hearts to receive his help and to make 
the most of the opportunities that lie before us in all the changes taking place in our 
lives during this time. 
God bless,
Father Joachim Kenney, O.P.

P.S. Please don’t forget to join us for our parish picnic at 5:30 p.m. next Saturday, 
August 19. It will be a great chance to see old friends and make new ones!

News from 
Father John Paul: 
Laura Potter
One of my roles as 
pastor is to guide and 
support people as they 
discern their gifts and 

vocations. Laura Potter, our coordinator 
of high school ministry, has discerned 
an invitation from the Lord to return to 
Denver, CO, and continue to develop her 
gifts of music and production. Laura’s 
final day of work at St. Gertrude will be 
September 15. In just the short time that 
she’s been on our team, Laura has made 
a big impact on our teens and core team 
members through empowering them to 
share their gifts in the L’alto: High School 
ministry. She will be greatly missed, and 
we wish her much success. Please keep 
Laura in your prayers during this time 
of transition and as she begins this new 
chapter in her life. We will soon begin 
a search for a new coordinator of high 
school ministry, so stay tuned for details.
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SCHOOL NEWS

TEACHER SPOTLIGHT: 
EMILY JONCAS, KINDERGARTEN

Emily Joncas not only has been a St. Gertrude School 
teacher for 10 years (teaching third grade from 2002 
to 2006, second grade from 2007 to 2008, and 
kindergarten from 2019 to today) but also attended 

SGS! Here she shares about her journey to becoming a teacher, 
favorite SGS memories, and more. 

St. Gertrude Bulletin: Hi, Emily! Would you please tell us a 
little about yourself? 
Emily Joncas: I have lived in Cincinnati all my life, mostly living in 
the Montgomery area. I met my husband, Matt, at Xavier University 
in 1998, and we have been married for 20 years. We have three 
children, two of which have graduated from SGS: Christopher (17), 
Catherine (15), and Luke (9, a fourth grader here at SGS). We became 
St. Gertrude parishioners in 2010. 

SGB: What role has St. Gertrude School played in your life 
and your desire to become a teacher?
Emily: I have been a part of St. Gertrude 
School in one capacity or another since 
1986 when I was a first-grade student 
here. As a student, I was nourished—
mentally, socially, and spiritually. Along 
with my parents, SGS built within me a 
strong foundation of faith and values. 
When I was in fifth grade, I received 
my vocation to be a teacher. From that time on, I always knew 
St. Gertrude School was where God wanted me to be. As soon as 
I graduated from Xavier, I was on a mission to begin my teaching 
career here. What I didn’t know was that the principal at that time 
was my then fifth grade teacher—now Sister Maria Christi—who was 
instrumental in my calling to teach so many years ago! She had been 
a lay person when she taught me, and I had no idea she had become 
a Dominican Sister. Needless to say, I got a job teaching third grade 
that year and have been involved in the school as a teacher and/or 
parent ever since.  

SGB: What do you enjoy most about teaching at St. Gertrude 
School?
Emily: Hands down, the relationships I have formed with my 
colleagues, students, and families. SGS has brought so many beautiful 
people into my life who have taught me so much. It is also a great gift 
to grow in faith alongside all of these people—a faith that is ingrained 
in literally everything we do each day. 

SGB: What are some of your favorite memories as a student 
at St. Gertrude School?
Emily: There are so many wonderful memories! But most of all, 
when I think back to being a student at St. Gertrude School, I just 
remember always feeling I belonged and that I was loved—a feeling I 
pray I always give to my students.  

SGB: Who is your biggest role model?
Emily: Cliché as it may be, my parents. They have taught me to have 
a grateful heart in every walk of life, to trust in the Lord and his loving 
plan for me, and to give thanks in all circumstances. 
SGB: Who is your favorite saint?
Emily: My favorite saint is St. Teresa of Calcutta for her belief in 
making the world a better place through the joy of loving others and 
the value she placed on doing everything faithfully and with love. 

What do you like to do for fun? 
Emily: I love traveling with my family and discovering new places and 
things to do together where we can be away from all technology and 
distractions. I value my time with my family so much. Second to that, 
I love waking up early to a steaming cup of coffee, some quiet time 
with the Lord, and curling up with a good book. 
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EVANGELIZATION & FAITH FORMATION
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PLEASE PRAY FOR . . .
THE SICK:
Simon Berry, Maureen S. Currens, Triset Defonseka, Pamela K. 
Dwyer, Lisa Ely, Lynn Fedele, Octavio Flores-Resendiz, Dick 
Gelhaus, Bob Gerwin, Goad Family, Baby Leo Henry Grolmes, 
Elsa Hall, Jane Hazelton, Hummel Family, Andrea Kattel, Aiko 
Kimura, Diane Kosobud, Ed and Karen Larkin, Kevin Lewis, 
Gertrude Maxwell, Kim McClung, Elaine O’Connell, Sue Paas, 
Gerry Patterson, Gert Patterson, Pegge Schuermann, Richard 
Seifert, Teddie Slaper, Michael Stoll, Judy Sullivan, Jim Tappel, 
Debbie Van Hise, Brigitte Vielhauer and Kerry Walden

THOSE IN THE ARMED FORCES:
Patrick Burke, Gabe Dorsey, Jacob Dorsey, Curtis Flores, Luis 
Flores, Jr., Cole Foster, Kyle Foster, Dominic Geraci, Daniel 
Holian, Mike Huber, Aaron Jacobson, Jacob Kramb, John 
Kramb, Kelly Leugers, Dominic Lloyd, Seth McGann, John 
Murdock, Jr., John Oscar, Sarah Ries, Dan Roseman, Andrew 
Shannon, Ian Tester, and Gus Voto

THE RECENTLY DECEASED:
† All Our Beloved Dead

PARISH NEWS

BAPTISM
LET US PRAY

Sunday, July 30, 2023

Child: Samuel Edwin Tepe
Parents: Tim & Katherine Tepe

​​Child: Aleah Grace Bissonnette
Parents: Ethan & Cianna Bissonnette

DOES YOUR CHILD LOVE TO SING?
It’s not too late to sign up your child (ages 8–13) to sing 
in the St. Gertrude Schola Cantorum! As part of the choir, 
your child will learn the great music of the Church, receive 
private voice lessons, develop lifelong skills in reading music, 
and sing weekly at the 12 p.m. Sunday Mass with leading 
professional singers in the region. Rehearsals are Mondays 
and Wednesdays from 3:30 to 4:45 p.m. and begin Monday, 
August 21. More information can be found at stgertrude.org/
schola. To sign up, please email Christopher Holman, director 
of music, at cholman@stgertrude.org. The deadline to sign up 
is Wednesday, August 16.

NEW CHOIR FOR HIGH SCHOOLERS 
Hey, high school students: Are you interested in music, 
serving the church, and free pizza? Beginning this fall, St. 
Gertrude Parish is creating a new choir for high schoolers 
called Collegium. Together we’ll sing and learn about the 
great music of the Church, from chant to newly-written 
music for choir. Collegium will meet the last Wednesday of 
most months from 6 to 7:30 p.m., followed by free pizza. We 
will then sing on the first Sundays of most months at the 12 
p.m. Sunday Mass. Our first rehearsal will be on September 
27, and our first Mass will be October 1. To learn more or 
sign up, email Christopher Holman, director of music, at 
cholman@stgertrude.org.

MASS OF PROFESSION – ALL ARE INVITED! 
Since August 2022, we have had 12 Dominican novices (see bulletin insert) here 
at St. Gertrude Priory. They have now completed their year of formation and 
will make their simple profession of religious vows at the 11:30 a.m. Mass on 
Tuesday, August 15. All are welcome and encouraged to attend. (Please note, 
August 15 is the solemnity of the Assumption of Mary, which is a holy day of 
obligation.) Mass will be a little longer than usual—around 90 minutes. Please 
keep these brothers in your prayers as they begin their formal seminary education 
and formation at the Dominican House of Studies in Washington, D.C.

PARISH CENTENNIAL PICNIC
NEXT WEEKEND!
Please join us for our Parish Centennial Picnic on Saturday, August 
19, immediately after the 4:30 p.m. Mass. This joyous event marks a 
significant milestone as we continue to commemorate our 100th anniversary. 
The festivities will kick off with a blessing, and dinner—a delicious pig 
roast with a variety of sides, delectable desserts, and refreshing 
drinks catered by Vonderhaar’s—will be served at approximately 5:30 
p.m. We will also have a children’s menu, including hot dogs and macaroni 
and cheese. To add to the merriment, the 1960s Top 40 band Deja Vu 
will play from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. Other activities include a strolling balloon 
artist, face painting, and temporary tattoos between 5:30 and 8:30 
p.m., as well as a corn hole and gaga ball tournament. 
We invite everyone in our parish community, friends, and visitors to come 
together to make this year’s picnic a memorable occasion. We look forward 
to seeing you!
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BEING PREPARED IS EVERYTHING
Come to a preplanning seminar at Gate of Heaven Cemetery 
on Tuesday, August 22, at 11 a.m., 2 p.m., or 6 p.m. The 
seminar is no more than 90 minutes and can be helpful in 
communicating your wishes to loved ones, reducing stress 
for your family and friends, saving money, and more. Please 
RSVP to community@gateofheaven.org or (513) 489-0300, 
and let us know how many family and friends will be coming 
with you, what parish you are from, and which seminar you 
plan to attend. The seminar will be in the St. Peter’s Chapel 
(11000 Montgomery Road, Cincinnati, OH 45249).

NATIONAL CONFERENCE FOR 
CATHOLIC SINGLES
Looking to meet faithful single Catholics? Join 400+ singles 
coming from all parts of the United States (and beyond!) 
on August 25-27, 2023, at the 22nd National Conference 
for Single Catholics in Plymouth, MI (or participate virtually 
and engage with others via the online socials and small 
group discussions). This is your chance to connect with 
like-minded singles of all ages. The weekend includes talks 
by dynamic speakers, music, social events, Mass, adoration, 
fellowship, and more. If attending in-person, use the promo 
code PARISH23 when you register to get $50 off! (Discount 
for the first 50 sign-ups nationwide to use this code.) Visit 
NationalCatholicSingles.com for more information and to 
register. Can’t find your question answered on the website? 
Call (512) 766-5798.

SUMMER SLUMP
Summer often means vacation—and fewer volunteers and contributions coming 
in for many nonprofits like Pregnancy Center Plus (PCPlus), just as their needs hit 
year-round highs. Very often, clients’ needs increase when their children are off 
school. At this time, PCPlus is in need of Enfamil formula (or other brands), size 6 
diapers, and gas cards. If you can help, please drop off your donations at the center 
(4760 Madison Road, Cincinnati, OH 45227) during open hours or order the items 
online and have them directly sent to PCPlus. Learn more at supportpcplus.org.

MARIA STEIN SHRINE CHAPEL TOURS
Have you been thinking about taking a tour of the Maria Stein Shrine chapels? 
From now until Labor Day, the Shrine is offering chapel tours at 10 a.m. every 
Tuesday and Thursday. No RSVP is needed and tours are free of charge. The 
Maria Stein Shrine of the Holy Relics (2291 St. Johns Rd., Maria Stein, OH 
45860) is the second largest collection of relics in the United States.

2023 DAYS OF PRAYER AND MERCY
Our Lady of Light Ministries invites you to its 31st Days of Prayer and Mercy on 
August 31 and September 1 at Our Lady of the Holy Spirit Center (5440 Moeller 
Ave., Cincinnati, OH 45212). Bud McFarlane Jr., the most popular Catholic 
novelist in America, will be the featured speaker! Please mark your calendar for this 
special once-a-year event and secure your reservation by visiting ourladyoflight.org 
or by calling Our Lady of Light office at (513) 531-MARY to register.

COMMUNITY NEWS
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QUESTIONS? 
Contact Adriana Vasquez at  

avasquez@catholicaoc.org or Jenna Bernardo at 
jennamarquettern@gmail.com 

 

Sr. Karolyn Nunes, FSGM 

Co-hosted by the Archdiocese of Cincinnati and the 
St. Gertrude NFP Team, this event is geared toward 
moms and their young daughters (ages 10-13) to 
spend time together learning about God’s beautiful 
plan for the gift of fertility.  

Starting with Holy Mass at 8:00 am, this workshop 
will include presentations on puberty by highlighting 
authentic femininity, modesty, the biology of the 
reproductive system, and the development of a 
baby in utero. Featured speakers include Sr. Karolyn 
Nunes, FSGM, Geneva Ulmer of Pregnancy Center 
Plus, and certified NFP instructors from St. 
Gertrude’s Parish. Coffee and a light lunch will be 
provided. The cost is $30 per family. Please RSVP 
online no later than September 30, 2023.   

https://www.centerforthenewevangelization.org/eve
nt/the-gift-of-fertility-a-workshop-for-moms-and-
daughters 

 
Geneva Ulmer 
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Prayer on Assumption Day
O most compassionate Mother, my most faithful 
advocate, turn your pitying eyes to me, your 
servant, and by the fragrance of that unimaginable 
delight that you did feel as you went up from this 

world to the royal court of heaven, be with me in the hour of 
my death; and in that dread hour offer for me to the most Holy 
Trinity the merits of that tranquil and consummate perfection 
which raised you, on the day of your assumption, far above all 
human and angelic dignity, and made you an object of supreme 
and everlasting glory. Amen.

PRAYER FROM  
ST. GERTRUDE THE GREAT

ASK A THEOLOGIAN—
OLD TESTAMENT GOD VS. 
NEW TESTAMENT GOD
SAM JOHNSON, ASSISTANT 
PROFESSOR OF BIBLICAL 
STUDIES AT MOUNT ST. MARY’S 
SEMINARY & SCHOOL OF 
THEOLOGY

Q: I’ve been listening to Father Mike Schmitz’s Bible in a Year podcast 
and have been struggling with the violence in the Old Testament. It 
almost feels like there’s two Gods—the Old Testament God who 
gets angry with the Israelites and allows, or even instructs, violence 
(i.e. ordering someone to be stoned to death if they violate the 
Sabbath), and the New Testament God of love and mercy. How do 
you explain the violence and what appears to be an angry God in the 
Old Testament? I’m not sure how to explain the more violent stories 
(i.e. Jericho) to my young children.

A: Believe it or not, this exact set of questions was asked even more 
forcefully in the generation right after the last books of the New 
Testament were written! Early in the second century, Marcion of 
Sinope drew up a whole series of apparent scriptural contradictions 
between (as he saw it) the vengeful creator-God of the Old Testament 
and the God of Jesus Christ. For Marcion, the “good news” of the 
Gospel was really that Jesus came to save us from the God of the Old 
Testament. 
Marcion’s teaching soon drew condemnations from churches in 
every corner of the empire, and he was excommunicated in Rome 
around 144 AD. Marcionism became the post-apostolic Church’s 
first heresy. However, knowing this doesn’t provide an answer to the 
very real challenges—scriptural challenges—Marcion poses to us. We 
don’t even need to know Marcion existed to have had very similar 
thoughts cross our minds! 
Now, to do true justice to your question, we would need to read each 
difficult narrative very closely and carefully. In this, we could learn 
how many of these stories, even as they depict scenes of judgment, 
often look to subvert ancient paradigms of violence. We would also 
discuss whether these stories were intended to be read literally to 
begin with (Christian and Jewish tradition alike tend, primarily, to 
read them figurally or spiritually). But for now, we can at least say 
that within the Old Testament itself, there is certainly a growth and 
progression of thought, and there are retellings and reinterpretations 
of even the most troubling of these kinds of stories at every turn—and 
never in ways that are contrary to the Gospel. 
A good example of this might be the book of Jonah: Nineveh appears 
as the prototypical pagan city destined for judgment (kind of like 
Jericho). In this story, though, it is not the wicked city—the capital of 
an empire known for its cruelty and savagery—that suffers judgment, 
but rather the prophet who refuses to intercede on its behalf. 

In fact, for St. Irenaeus (who lived in the generation just after Marcion 
and wrote a great deal in response to him), the story of Jonah can be 
seen as the story of all humanity. Irenaeus recalls how Jesus himself 
uses the “sign of Jonah” to describe his passion (Matthew 12:38-42). 
The whole “plan of salvation,” Irenaeus says, is therefore revealed 
most clearly when we see that it is the eternal Word of God who enters 
into the depths of our humanity, consumed as it is by destruction and 
failure, and cries out with us: “In my affliction I called to the Lord, 
and He heard me . . .” (Jonah 2:2). 
In other words, if I were trying to explain this story to my own kids, 
I might say something like: In all of the trials we see facing the people 
of Israel in the Old Testament, God does not simply stand on shore, 
far away from the wind and waves, flicking a wand in judgment 
here and mercy there. No, God is already with us in the belly of the 
whale! Even his words of judgment are spoken, finally, to call us to 
participate in his work of mercy.
The mystery of Christ’s passion thus offers us a way to see, sort of in 
miniature, the mystery of a God who isn’t above the grit of our own 
very troubled history, who isn’t above entering into our own stories of 
oppression (both committed and suffered), but rather lowers himself 
into these very stories in order to help us learn to retell them and 
redeem them in light of his own long-suffering with us and for us, 
even “in the belly of Sheol” (Jonah 2:2). In this way, he reveals his 
power most clearly and most radiantly as a “power made perfect in 
weakness” (2 Corinthians 12:9). 

Samuel B. Johnson (PhD, University of Notre Dame) is assistant professor 
of Biblical Studies at Mount St. Mary’s Seminary & School of Theology, 
specializing in the New Testament and early Christianity. He, his wife Jessica, 
and their four children are parishioners at St. Gertrude Parish.

Have a question about faith, life, theology, the Church, or something else? 
Submit your question to bulletin@stgertrude.org for one of our Dominican friars, 
brothers, or sisters; experts; or theologians to answer in an upcoming bulletin.
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Monday,
August 14

Tuesday,
August 15

Wednesday,
August 16

Thursday,
August 17

Friday,
August 18

Saturday,
August 19

Sunday,
August 20

Parish and School 
Offices Closed

Rosary Makers
3 p.m.
St. Joseph Room

Parish Picnic
After 4:30 p.m. Mass
Gym, Parish Event

Baptisms
1:15 p.m.
Church

Profession
Reception
Following the
11:30 a.m. Mass
Parish Center

Holy Hour with 
Confessions
7:30 p.m.
Church

100th Anniversary 
Book Sales
At the Parking Lot

L’alto: HS Core 
Team
7 p.m.
OE Conference 
Room

Boy Scouts
7 p.m.
School Cafeteria

K of C Rosary & 
Social
7 p.m.
St. Dominic Lobby

THE WEEK AHEAD

CENTENNIAL BOOKS ON SALE THIS 
WEEKEND
Get your copy of our centennial book, St. Gertrude Church: The 
First 100 Years, for just $35 this weekend! Members of the 
centennial book committee will be outside (in the Parish Center 
if it’s raining) before and after all Masses except the 6 p.m. 
Mass. Check, cash, and credit cards accepted.
May God bless you

Please submit your Mass announcements and 
bulletin articles to bulletin@stgertrude.org
6543 Miami Avenue, Cincinnati, OH 45243

(513) 561-5954 | FAX (513) 561-5184 | 
www.StGertrude.org 

BULLETIN

8/27/23

MATERIALS DUE

8/16/23

BULLETIN DEADLINE
OFFERING

St. Gertrude Parish Weekly Collection  
and Budget Report

Collection for August 6
Collection	 $	 49,444
Weekly Budget	 $	 37,000
Weekly Surplus	 $	 12,444

Second Collection - L of C & St. Vincent de Paul: $4,859
Fiscal Year-To-Date (for year ending June 30, 2024)

Fiscal YTD Actual	 $	 206,513
Fiscal YTD Budget	 $	 222,000
Fiscal YTD Deficit	 ($	 $15,487)

COVER IMAGE: Painting of Immaculate Conception in church 
Chiesa di San Agostino by Antonio Licata (1820).
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PARISH DIRECTORY

Parish Staff
Father John Paul Walker, O.P., pastor
Father Joachim Kenney, O.P., parochial vicar
Father Luke VanBerkum, O.P., parochial vicar

Dominican Friars in Residence
Father John Langlois, O.P., prior
Father Joseph Alobaidi, O.P.
Father John Corbett, O.P.
Father Michael Mary Dosch, O.P.
Father Darren Pierre, O.P., novice master

St. Gertrude School – (513) 561-8020
Principal – Sister Mary Agnes Greiffendorf, O.P.	 ext 1101
Vice Principal – Mr. Travis Johnson	 ext 1101
PTO President – Ashlee Wooten	 (513) 823-0382
School Advisory Council

Office of Administration – (513) 561-5954
Receptionists – Susan Kane & Teri Forlini	 ext 2101
Business Manager – Don Regan	 ext 2102
Business Office Admin Assistant – Emma Golias	 ext 2103
Bereavement	 ext 2101
Bulletin Editor	 bulletin@stgertrude.org
Director of Music – 	
  Christopher Holman	  cholman@stgertrude.org 
Safe Environment Coordinator – Emma Golias	 ext 2103

Office of Evangelization & Faith Formation – 
(513) 561-5954
Director of Evangelization & Faith Formation – 
  Walter Plummer	 ext 2122
Coordinator of Catechesis of the Good Shepherd –
  Mary Beth Thiemann	 ext 2110
Coordinator of High School Ministry – 
  Laura Potter	 ext 2124
Coordinator of Adult Evangelization – 
  Tyler Castrucci	 ext 2123
Director of Communications – Michelle Dushensky	 ext 2121
Office Coordinator – Kristen Eggers	 ext 2109
Become Catholic (RCIA) 	

Corporal Works of Mercy
Helping Hands (Funeral Reception Ministry)– 	(513) 940-2643 
  Nancy Lucas	 stgerthh@gmail.com
Knights of Columbus – Pete Marcello	 (703) 447-3978
	 grandknight@elderkofc.org
Ladies of Charity – Jean Wilkinson	 (513) 498-5085
Parish Health Ministry – Jeanne Palcic	 (513) 317-4123
Pregnancy Center East 
  (for all pregnancy needs)	 (513) 321-3100
Soup Kitchen – Andy Cordier	 soupkitchen@stgertrude.org
St. Vincent De Paul Society –
   Jennifer Mansfield	 (513) 561-5954, ext 2112

Vocations Directors
Archdiocese of Cincinnati – 
  Father Dan Schmitmeyer	 (513) 421-3131
Dominican Friars –
  Father Mario Calabrese, O.P.	 DominicanFriars.org
Nashville Dominican Sisters –
  Sister Mara Grace, O.P.	 (615) 256-5486

Spiritual Works of Mercy
Circle of Prayer – Barbara Rose	 prayercirclesg@gmail.com
Communion to Sick – Judy Hartmann	 (513) 984-8003
Eucharistic Adoration	 adoration@stgertrude.org
Natural Family Planning – Jenna Bernardo	 (513) 658-0444
  nfp@stgertrude.org
Pastoral Council – Ryan Schilling	 rryanschilling@gmail.com
Prayer Ministry for the Dying – Pat Collins	 (513) 265-1897
Respect Life – Lisa Campbell	 (865) 455-4795
Rosary Making – Larry Ball	 (513) 831-8572
Unbound Ministry – Nealy Mechley	 (513) 505-1740

Liturgical Ministries
Parish Choir – Christopher Holman	  cholman@stgertrude.org 
Contemporary Music Ensemble – Paul Kindt	 (513) 697-9208
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion	 (513) 561-5954
Resurrection Choir – Marty Cunningham	 (513) 891-4226
The St. Anne and the Child Mary Guild –
  Ann McCormick	 (513) 382-3513
St. Joseph the Worker Society	 (513) 561-5954
Ushers – Douglas Postler	 (513) 791-6298
Viri Selecti – Ben Hoffmann	 pxaw@hotmail.com
Youth Choir – Christopher Holman	  cholman@stgertrude.org 

Spiritual Groups
Angelic Warfare Confraternity –	 (513) 561-5954
Benedictine Oblates – Mark Milliron	 (513) 536-6275
CANA Family For Mothers –
  Anita Pappalardo	 (513) 248-8237
Catholic Men’s Fellowship – Stan Lloyd	 (513) 289-5268
Confraternity of the Most Holy Rosary –
  Brian Zappia	 (513) 791-7299
Dominican Laity (Bishop Fenwick) –
  Mrs. Joan Ratajczak, O.P.	 jsratajczak@gmail.com
Dominican Laity (Our Lady of Peace) –
  Mr. Fred Thomas, O.P.	 stgertrude.org/ourladyofpeace
Healing Rosary – Cindy Hertzel	 (513) 368-8941
Seasons of Hope – Cindy Hertzel	 (513) 368-8941
Special Needs Moms Support Group –
  Laura Nanista	 (513) 301-6317
True Devotion to Mary – Anne Collins	 (513) 984-4708
Walking with Purpose Bible Study (Women) –  
  Martha Thompson	 mbthom22@gmail.com

Parish Groups
Athletic Boosters – Rob Gruber	 (513) 256-2566
Boy Scouts – Rob Schuette	 (513) 333-0040
Cub Scouts – Chris De Brunner	 (513) 379-1010
Garden Club 	 (513) 561-5954
Lenten Fish Fry – Rob Mancini	 (513) 520-6360
Little Flower Library – Susan Santos	 (513) 504-0205
Parish Coffee – Mark Findley	 (513) 417-9227
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Custom Cabinetry
anywhere in your
home or garage.

Call Matt Stutzman
today to get your
project started!
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Jim Volz
CPA & Trusted

Advisor
794-1551.com
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gertz  law
Y O U R  F A M I L Y ’ S  L A W Y E R

GERTZLAW.COM
	 Reading	Office	 Loveland	Office
 (513) 554-1868 (513) 583-1549

Susan	Marie	Allspach,	Esq.
Anthony	J.	Gertz,	Esq.
Anthony	J.	Gertz	II,	Esq.

•	Probate	Administration/Estate	Planning/Wills/Trusts
•	Divorce/Family	Law/Litigation

Full Service inSulation

Environmental Company
Asbestos & Mold Removal

(513) 242-0600
Central Insulation

Systems, Inc.

KLEKAMP PAVING
Asphalt Paving

Patching
Asphalt

Sealcoating
513-561-4600

www.klekamp.com

mattbonhauspainting.com

Compliments of

General Contractors and Land Development Company

6403 Madison, Madisonville • 271-1570 
1793 Ohio Pike, Amelia • 797-4888

Now 2 Locations!

ROYALMONT ACADEMY
200 Northcrest Drive, Mason, OH

Catholic Preschool • High School • Full and 1/2 day Preschool 
Enrolling Now

513-754-0555 • www.Royalmont.org

MILFORD
Body Shop Direct Call

831-5460

CASTRUCCI
COLLISION

AHP Anderson Hills Plumbing
Residential – Commercial – FREE ESTIMATES

Over 52 Years Experience & Satisfaction
Ernie, Jack, Ralph & Barb Vilardo

6229 Beechmont Avenue  513-232-3821

JEFF STANLEY The Stanley Edwards Group at Morgan Stanley
Portfolio Manager Financial Advisor
513-762-5317
7755 Montgomery Rd., Cincinnati, OH 45236
Jeff.stanley@morganstanley.com NMLS# 287975
Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC. Member SIPC. CRC 3401603 9/2021

ERIC D. BENDER
Attorney at Law

Moeller (1984)
University of Notre Dame (1988)

U.C. Law (1991)
Family Law • Wills & Probate

Lawsuits • Guardianship
Adoption

(513) 891-5630
9764 Kenwood Road in Blue Ash

Visa/Mastercard Accepted

7319 Columbia Road
Garden Center 
& Landscaping

398-1008
www.sharonnursery.com

LARRY’S 
LOCK, SAFE &  

SECURITY CENTER 
 

791-9163 
 
 
 
 

8005 Plainfield Road 
Cincinnati, OH 45236 

Larry’s
LOCK, SAFE & 

SECURITY CENTER

791-9163

8005 Plainfield Road
Cincinnati, OH 45236

18 years in Business • Call 513-321-4444

• Cincinnati’s first Joint Commissioned Private 
Duty Company

• 3 full-time nurses on staff for caregiver 
supervision and emergency consultation

• Specialized and Trained for Parkinson’s and 
Dementia Care

• Live-In specialists, but also offer 4 hour 
minimum care

Robert L. 
Franer III, AAMS®

513-334-1621 (O)
513-434-3583 (C) 
robert.l.franer@lpl.com
www.castellumfinancialadvice.com

Parishioner & Founding Member 
of The Catholic Financial Planners Network 

Helping Catholic families pursue and use wealth morally.
Securities offered through LPL Financial, a Registered Investment Advisor, member FINmember FINRA/SIPC

Area’s Oldest Death Care Leader Area’s Oldest Death Care Leader 
StrawserFuneralHome.comStrawserFuneralHome.com

513-791-7203513-791-7203
Awarded 2021 Awarded 2021 

Small Business of the Year!Small Business of the Year!

Meet Eli and Bennett, our two Meet Eli and Bennett, our two 
fur-children! We understand how fur-children! We understand how 

much pets mean to people, and we much pets mean to people, and we 
are proud to offer pet death care to are proud to offer pet death care to 
the area with the same dignity that the area with the same dignity that 

we show for all we serve!we show for all we serve!

Skyline Chili, Loveland Ohio 10640 Loveland 
Madeira Rd. Bring this bulletin to receive a 

FREE Cheese Coney 
With the Purchase of a (3,4,5) Way

Feeling good, it’s Skyline Time!

For all your real estate needs please contact me, 
a faithful and hard-working St. Gertrude 

parishioner and professional realtor.  

CAROLYN TRAUTH Realtor 

513-706-4239
www.sibcycline.com/ctrauth

Accepting 
New Clients!
Tiara Brown
513-926-7618
We come to you!

Many non-medical 
services provided.

HOME HEALTH CARE AGENCY

uwwllc@ibyfax.com

7754 CAMARGO ROAD,
CINCINNATI, 45243

513-561-6956
@PIAZZADISCEPOLI
TUES.-SAT. – 11-6

FRI. – 11-7

Jason and RhondaJason and Rhonda

7820 CAMARGO RD, MADEIRA
513-271-9378

ali.bar.grill.madeira@gmail.com
alisbarandgrill.com

Servicing Maderia and Indian Hill since 1979

Amy Resch – 513-436-4690

Enjoy 
outdoor living

all summer long!
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My soul 
proclaims the  

greatness of the Lord;  
my spirit

rejoices
in God my savior.

Luke 1:46-47 
The Assumption of the  

Blessed Virgin Mary
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beatrice
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT

TIM BEATRICE
513-254-5620
timbeatrice5@yahoo.com

Knights of Columbus
Archbishop Elder Council

Email grandknight@elderkofc.org
Join today. kofc.org/joinus

Jeff Woodward, Parishioner   513-247-9241
Celebrating 30 years in business

www.wciconstruction.com

Woodward Construction, Inc.

Kitchen & Bath
Remodeling

Kinsella
561-5285

7880 Camargo Rd.
kinsellakitchens.com

Dr. Frederick A. Heiselman
General • Implant

Dentistry
Parishioner

513-561-8600
7140 Miami Ave.,Ste. 201

fheiselmandds.com

GILSON’S
ENGRAVING

ELEGANT GIFTS

Engraved gifts for all occasionsEngraved gifts for all occasions

7116 Miami Ave.

891-0730
www.gilsonsonline.com

#9
56

40
1-

JT
-2

/7
/2

3

Chuck Borchers
REALTOR, Parishioner

513-335-4039
charles.borchers@gmail.com
chuckborchershomes.com

Accepting New Patients

Dr. Eleanor Endres
Parishioner

513-791-8880 • www.endresdentistry.com
“Oral Health is the Gateway to Healthy Living”

KENWOOD, 7500 MONTGOMERY RD.
MADISONVILLE, 4418 WHETSEL AVENUE

513-791-5353

Thomas-Justin
Funeral Homes, Inc.
Four Generations of Family Service 

to the Community

LANDSCAPE SPECIALISTS, INC.
Hardscape Landscape
• Walkways & Patios • Installations
• Driveways • Renovations
• Retaining Walls • Maintenance
• Drainage Systems • Snow Clearing

Quality Service for Over 35 years

396-6400
Ed Witte, Parishioner

WITTEWITTE

Kitchens • Bathrooms
Room Additions

Screen & Covered Porches
Lower Levels & Basements

513.492.8429
7264 Columbia Rd., Ste. 600, Maineville

www.PenderyConstruction.com

HYDE PARK
PAINTING

and
CARPENTRY
321-4100

Remodeling 
Roofing/Gutters • Concrete 

Plumbing/Electric
Drywall • Int./Ext. Painting

Your Complete Home 
Repair Company

513-472-1985
www.bestplumbercincinnati.com

$25 OFF with this Ad

Keith D. Jackson DDS
Laura K. Jackson DDS

7113 Miami Avenue 
Madeira, OH 45243
Tel: (513) 561-5318

TOTAL LIFE SAFETY, LLC
Commercial Fire Protection Services

Fire Extinguisher/ Exit Lights/Fire Alarm
Sprinkler/Backflow/Special Hazard

866-955-2318

Walter St. Clair RoofingWalter St. Clair Roofing
Serving Cincinnati Since 1923

Roofing & Sheet Metal Work
Slate & Tile Repair

Box Gutters & Seamless Gutters
Jerry St. Clair, pariShioner           641-3265

Chad Muhlenkamp
(513) 377-7221
chad.muhlenkamp@kofc.org

GEO. H. ROHDE & SON
Funeral HomeFuneral Home

Since 1910
3183 Linwood Ave., Mt. Lookout Sq.3183 Linwood Ave., Mt. Lookout Sq.

Serving Eastern Hills, Mt. Lookout & Hyde ParkServing Eastern Hills, Mt. Lookout & Hyde Park

513-321-0404513-321-0404
www.rohdefuneral.comwww.rohdefuneral.com

Directors: Steve Rohde, Denise Mercier Directors: Steve Rohde, Denise Mercier 
& Darrell Schneider& Darrell Schneider

Knights of Columbus
Asset Advisors®
kofcassetadvisors.org

94c/81m/40y/32k

1c/75m/99y/0k

Carpet, Hardwood,
Laminate and LVP 

at guaranteed lowest price, 
shop at home convenience 

and fastest installation. 
Kraig Porter
Parishioner 
513.250.2999

carpetkraig@gmail.com

Family Owned
& Operated

Established 1877

8225 Montgomery Rd
Cincinnati, Ohio 45236

513-891-8373
Peter J. Gilligan, Sr.

Investments,
firmly rooted
in faith.

Kyle Warmouth, Loan Officer/Parishioner
513-218-3218 • KyleW@eqfin.com

NMLS# 2088163-39843

INDEPENDENT LIVING
ASSISTED LIVING • MEMORY CARE

7650 CAMARGO ROAD • MADEIRA, OH 45243
513-422-5499 • WWW.TRADITIONSATCAMARGO.COM
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