Order of Mass
on the Vigil of

The Nativity of
Our Lord

Guidelines for the Reception of
Holy Communion
For Catholics:
As Catholics, we fully participate in the celebration of the Eucharist when we receive Holy
Communion. We are encouraged to receive Communion devoutly and frequently. In order
to be properly disposed to receive Communion, participants should not be conscious of
grave sin and normally should have fasted for one hour. A person who is conscious of
grave sin is not to receive the Body and Blood of the Lord without prior sacramental confession except for a grave reason where there is no opportunity for confession. In this case,
the person is to be mindful of the obligation to make an act of perfect contrition, including
the intention of confessing as soon as possible (canon 916). A frequent reception of the
Sacrament of Penance is encouraged for all.
For our fellow Christians:
We welcome our fellow Christians to this celebration of the Eucharist as our brothers and
sisters. We pray that our common baptism and the action of the Holy Spirit in this Eucharist will draw us closer to one another and begin to dispel the sad divisions which separate
us. We pray that these will lessen and finally disappear, in keeping with Christ's prayer for
us "that they may all be one" (Jn 17:21). Because Catholics believe that the celebration of
the Eucharist is a sign of the reality of the oneness of faith, life, and worship, members of
those churches with whom we are not yet fully united are ordinarily not admitted to Holy
Communion. Eucharistic sharing in exceptional circumstances by other Christians requires
permission according to the directives of the diocesan bishop and the provisions of canon
law (canon 844 §4). Members of the Orthodox Churches, the Assyrian Church of the East,
and the Polish National Catholic Church are urged to respect the discipline of their own
Churches. According to Roman Catholic discipline, the Code of Canon Law does not object to the reception of Communion by Christians of these Churches (canon 844 §3).
For those not receiving Holy Communion:
All who are not receiving Holy Communion are encouraged to express in their hearts a
prayerful desire for unity with the Lord Jesus and with one another.
For non-Christians:
We also welcome to this celebration those who do not share our faith in Jesus Christ. While
we cannot admit them to Holy Communion, we ask them to offer their prayers for the
peace and the unity of the human family.
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3pm & 5:30pm Mass on the Vigil of the
Nativity of Our Lord
PROCESSIONAL HYMN: O COME, ALL YE FAITHFUL (P. 24)
INTROIT:

KYRIE:

K

L

yrie Eleison,
Christe Eleison,
Kyrie Eleison.

ord have mercy,
Christ have mercy,
Lord have mercy.
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GLORIA (P. 17)
FIRST READING:

ISAIAH 62:1-5

F

or Zion’s sake I will not be silent, for Jerusalem’s sake I will not be
quiet, until her vindication shines forth like the dawn and her victory
like a burning torch.
Nations shall behold your vindication, and all the kings your glory;
you shall be called by a new name pronounced by the mouth of the LORD.
You shall be a glorious crown in the hand of the LORD, a royal diadem
held by your God. No more shall people call you “Forsaken,” or your land
“Desolate,” but you shall be called “My Delight,” and your land
“Espoused.” For the LORD delights in you and makes your land his
spouse. As a young man marries a virgin, your Builder shall marry you;
and as a bridegroom rejoices in his bride so shall your God rejoice in you.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM:

PSALM 89:4-5, 16-17,27,29

R. For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.
I have made a covenant with my chosen one,
I have sworn to David my servant:
Forever will I confirm your posterity
and establish your throne for all generations.
R. For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.
Blessed the people who know the joyful shout;
in the light of your countenance, O LORD, they walk.
At your name they rejoice all the day,
and through your justice they are exalted.
R. For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.
He shall say of me, “You are my father,
my God, the rock, my savior.”
Forever I will maintain my kindness toward him,
and my covenant with him stands firm.
R. For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.
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SECOND READING:

ACTS 13:16-17, 22-25

W

hen Paul reached Antioch in Pisidia and entered the synagogue,
he stood up, motioned with his hand, and said, “Fellow Israelites and
you others who are God-fearing, listen. The God of this people Israel chose
our ancestors and exalted the people during their sojourn in the land of
Egypt. With uplifted arm he led them out of it. Then he removed Saul and
raised up David as king; of him he testified, ‘I have found David, son of
Jesse, a man after my own heart; he will carry out my every wish.’ From this
man’s descendants God, according to his promise, has brought to Israel a
savior, Jesus. John heralded his coming by proclaiming a baptism of
repentance to all the people of Israel; and as John was completing his course,
he would say, ‘What do you suppose that I am? I am not he. Behold, one is
coming after me; I am not worthy to unfasten the sandals of his feet.’”

ALLELUIA:

R

. Alleluia, alleluia.
Tomorrow the wickedness of the earth will be destroyed:
the Savior of the world will reign over us.
R. Alleluia, alleluia.

GOSPEL:

MATTHEW 1:1-25

T

he book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son
of Abraham. Abraham became the father of Isaac, Isaac the father of
Jacob, Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers. Judah became the father
of Perez and Zerah, whose mother was Tamar. Perez became the father of
Hezron, Hezron the father of Ram, Ram the father of Amminadab. Amminadab became the father of Nahshon, Nahshon the father of Salmon,
Salmon the father of Boaz, whose mother was Rahab. Boaz became the father of Obed, whose mother was Ruth. Obed became the father of Jesse,
Jesse the father of David the king.
David became the father of Solomon, whose mother had been the wife of
Uriah. Solomon became the father of Rehoboam, Rehoboam the father of
Abijah, Abijah the father of Asaph. Asaph became the father of
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Jehoshaphat, Jehoshaphat the father of Joram, Joram the father of Uzziah.
Uzziah became the father of Jotham, Jotham the father of Ahaz, Ahaz the
father of Hezekiah. Hezekiah became the father of Manasseh,
Manasseh the father of Amos, Amos the father of Josiah. Josiah became
the father of Jechoniah and his brothers at the time of the Babylonian
exile.
After the Babylonian exile, Jechoniah became the father of Shealtiel,
Shealtiel the father of Zerubbabel, Zerubbabel the father of Abiud. Abiud
became the father of Eliakim, Eliakim the father of Azor, Azor the father
of Zadok. Zadok became the father of Achim, Achim the father of Eliud,
Eliud the father of Eleazar. Eleazar became the father of Matthan,
Matthan the father of Jacob, Jacob the father of Joseph, the husband of
Mary. Of her was born Jesus who is called the Christ.
Thus the total number of generations from Abraham to David is fourteen
generations; from David to the Babylonian exile, fourteen generations;
from the Babylonian exile to the Christ, fourteen generations.
Now this is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about. When his mother
Mary was betrothed to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was
found with child through the Holy Spirit. Joseph her husband, since he was
a righteous man, yet unwilling to expose her to shame,
decided to divorce her quietly. Such was his intention when, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary your wife into your home. For it is
through the Holy Spirit that this child has been conceived in her. She will
bear a son and you are to name him Jesus, because he will save his people
from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said
through the prophet: Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and they shall name him Emmanuel, which means “God is with us.” When Joseph awoke, he did as the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took
his wife into his home. He had no relations with her until she bore a son,
and he named him Jesus.
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HOMILY:
NICENE CREED:

I

believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
things visible and invisible.

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God, born of
the Father before all ages. God from God, Light from Light, true God from
true God, begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; through him all
things were made. For us men and for our salvation he came down from
heaven, and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became
man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death
and was buried, and rose again on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead and his kingdom
will have no end.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets. I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins and I look
forward to the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.
Amen.
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OFFERTORY HYMN:
3:00PM—O COME, LITTLE CHILDREN (P. 25)
5:30PM—WHAT CHILD IS THIS? (P. 31)
SANCTUS:

H

S

anctus, Sanctus, Sanctus, Dómioly, holy, holy, Lord God of
nus Deus Sábaoth. Pleni sunt cæli
hosts. Heaven and earth are full
et terra glória tua. Hosánna in excé- of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
lsis. Benedíctus ☩ qui venit in Blessed ☩ is He who comes in the
nómine Dómini. Hosánna in excélsis. name of the Lord. Hosanna in the
highest.

THE LORD’S PRAYER:

O

ur Father, Who art in heaven,
Hallowed be Thy Name.
Thy Kingdom come.
Thy Will be done,
on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against
us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. Amen.

8

AGNUS DEI:

L

A

amb of God, you take away the
sins of the world, have mercy on
us. Lamb of God, you take away the
sins of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins
of the world, grant us peace.

gnus Dei, qui tollis peccáta
mundi: miserére nobis. Agnus
Dei, qui tollis peccáta mundi:
miserére nobis. Agnus Dei, qui tollis
peccáta mundi: dona nobis pacem.

HOLY COMMUNION:
ANTIPHON:

RECEPTION OF HOLY COMMUNION:
3:00PM—O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM (P. 26)
WHAT CHILD IS THIS? (P. 31)
5:30PM—AWAY IN A MANGER (P. 19)
INFANT HOLY, INFANT LOWLY (P. 21)
FINAL BLESSING:
RECESSIONAL HYMN: JOY TO THE WORLD (P. 23)
~PLEASE KEEP A REVERENT SILENCE IN THE CHURCH AFTER MASS~
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7:30pm & 11:30pm Mass During the
Night on the Nativity of Our Lord
PRELUDE MUSIC: 11:30PM MASS ONLY (P. 18)
PROCESSIONAL HYMN: O COME, ALL YE FAITHFUL (P. 24)
INTROIT:

D

ominus dixit ad me: Filius
meus es tu, ego hodie genui
te.

Vs. Quare fremuerunt gentes: et
populi meditati sunt inania?

T

he Lord hath said to me: Thou art
My Son, this day have I begotten
Thee.

Vs. Why have the Gentiles raged and the
people devised vain things?

KYRIE:

K

L

yrie Eleison,
Christe Eleison,
Kyrie Eleison.

ord have mercy,
Christ have mercy,
Lord have mercy.
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GLORIA (P. 17)
FIRST READING:

ISAIAH 9:1-6

T

he people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; upon those
who dwelt in the land of gloom a light has shone. You have brought
them abundant joy and great rejoicing, as they rejoice before you as at the
harvest, as people make merry when dividing spoils. For the yoke that burdened them, the pole on their shoulder, and the rod of their taskmaster you
have smashed, as on the day of Midian. For every boot that tramped in battle,
every cloak rolled in blood, will be burned as fuel for flames. For a child is
born to us, a son is given us; upon his shoulder dominion rests. They namehim Wonder-Counselor, God-Hero, Father-Forever, Prince of Peace. His dominion is vast and forever peaceful, from David’s throne, and over his kingdom, which he confirms and sustains by judgment and justice,
both now and forever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this!

RESPONSORIAL PSALM:

PSALM 96:1-2, 2-3, 11-12, 13

R. Today is born our Savior, Christ the Lord.
Sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, all you lands.
Sing to the LORD; bless his name.
R. Today is born our Savior, Christ the Lord.
Announce his salvation, day after day. Tell his glory among the nations;
among all peoples, his wondrous deeds.
R. Today is born our Savior, Christ the Lord.
Let the heavens be glad and the earth rejoice; let the sea and what fills it
resound; let the plains be joyful and all that is in them!
Then shall all the trees of the forest exult.
R. Today is born our Savior, Christ the Lord.
They shall exult before the LORD, for he comes; for he comes to rule the
earth.
He shall rule the world with justice and the peoples with his constancy.
R. Today is born our Savior, Christ the Lord.
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SECOND READING:

TITUS 2:11-14

B

eloved:
The grace of God has appeared, saving all and training us to reject
godless ways and worldly desires and to live temperately, justly, and devoutly
in this age, as we await the blessed hope, the appearance of the glory of our
great God and savior Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us to deliver us from
all lawlessness and to cleanse for himself a people as his own, eager to do
what is good.

ALLELUIA:

R

. Alleluia, alleluia.
I proclaim to you good news of great joy:
today a Savior is born for us, Christ the Lord.
R. Alleluia, alleluia.

GOSPEL:

LUKE 2:1-14

I

n those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that the whole
world should be enrolled. This was the first enrollment, when Quirinius
was governor of Syria. So all went to be enrolled, each to his own town.
And Joseph too went up from Galilee from the town of Nazareth to Judea,
to the city of David that is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house
and family of David, to be enrolled with Mary, his betrothed, who was with
child. While they were there, the time came for her to have her child,
and she gave birth to her firstborn son. She wrapped him in swaddling
clothes and laid him in a manger, because there was no room for them in
the inn.
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Now there were shepherds in that region living in the fields and keeping
the night watch over their flock. The angel of the Lord appeared to them
and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were struck with
great fear. The angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for behold, I proclaim to you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. For today in the city of David a savior has been born for you who is Christ and
Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find an infant wrapped in
swaddling clothes and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was a multitude of the heavenly host with the angel, praising God and saying: “Glory
to God in the highest and on earth peace to those on whom his favor
rests.”

The Annunciation to the Shepherds ((1639)
Govaert Flinck (1615-1660)
Louvre, Paris, France
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HOMILY:
NICENE CREED:

I

believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
things visible and invisible.

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God, born of
the Father before all ages. God from God, Light from Light, true God from
true God, begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; through him all
things were made. For us men and for our salvation he came down from
heaven, and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became
man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death
and was buried, and rose again on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead and his kingdom
will have no end.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets. I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins and I look
forward to the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.
Amen.
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OFFERTORY HYMN:
7:30PM—WHILE SHEPHERDS WATCHED THEIR FLOCKS
BY NIGHT (SOLO)
11:30PM—OF THE FATHER’S LOVE BEGOTTEN (P.27)
SANCTUS:

H

S

anctus, Sanctus, Sanctus, Dómioly, holy, holy, Lord God of
nus Deus Sábaoth. Pleni sunt cæli
hosts. Heaven and earth are full
et terra glória tua. Hosánna in excé- of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
lsis. Benedíctus ☩ qui venit in Blessed ☩ is He who comes in the
nómine Dómini. Hosánna in excélsis. name of the Lord. Hosanna in the
highest.

THE LORD’S PRAYER:

O

ur Father, Who art in heaven,
Hallowed be Thy Name.
Thy Kingdom come.
Thy Will be done,
on earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against
us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. Amen.
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AGNUS DEI:

L

A

amb of God, you take away the
sins of the world, have mercy on
us. Lamb of God, you take away the
sins of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins
of the world, grant us peace.

gnus Dei, qui tollis peccáta
mundi: miserére nobis. Agnus
Dei, qui tollis peccáta mundi:
miserére nobis. Agnus Dei, qui tollis
peccáta mundi: dona nobis pacem.

HOLY COMMUNION:
ANTIPHON:
The Word became flesh, and we have seen his glory.

RECEPTION OF HOLY COMMUNION:
7:30PM—ONCE IN ROYAL DAVID’S CITY (P. 28)
SILENT NIGHT (P. 29)
11:30PM—O MAGNUM MYSTERIUM - THOMAS LOUIS
VICTORIA (1549-1611), (CHORAL)
SILENT NIGHT (P. 29)
FINAL BLESSING:
RECESSIONAL HYMN: JOY TO THE WORLD (P. 23)
~PLEASE KEEP A REVERENT SILENCE IN THE CHURCH AFTER MASS~
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GLORIA:

G

G

loria in excelsis Deo
et in terra pax hominibus
bonae voluntatis.
Laudamus te,
benedicimus te,
adoramus te,
glorificamus te,
gratias agimus tibi propter
magnam gloriam tuam,
Domine Deus, Rex caelestis,
Deus Pater omnipotens.

lory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people
of good will.
We praise you,
we bless you,
we adore you,
we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great
glory,
Lord God, heavenly King, O God
almighty Father.

Domine Fili unigenite, Iesu
Christe,
Domine Deus, Agnus Dei, Filius Patris,
qui tollis peccata mundi, miserere nobis;
qui tollis peccata mundi, suscipe deprecationem nostram.
Qui sedes ad dexteram Patris,
miserere nobis.

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten
Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of
the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of
the Father, have mercy on us.

Quoniam tu solus Sanctus, tu
solus Dominus, tu solus Altissimus,
Iesu Christe, cum Sancto Spiritu: in gloria Dei Patris. Amen.

For You alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord, you alone
are the Most High,
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in
the glory of God the Father. Amen.
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CHRISTMAS EVE CAROL PRELUDE 2020
11:30 PM MASS
(PLEASE JOIN WITH THE CHOIR TO SING THOSE CAROLS IN BOLD TYPE)

ONCE IN ROYAL DAVID'S CITY, CECIL ALEXANDER (1818-1895)
THE HOLLY AND THE IVY, 17TH C. ENGLISH CAROL
PUER NATUS IN BETHLEHEM, 14TH C. CHANT
IT CAME UPON THE MIDNIGHT CLEAR (P. 22), ( EDMUND SEARS (1810-1876)
GOD REST YOU MERRY, GENTLEMEN (P. 20), 18TH C. ENGLISH CAROL
O HOLY NIGHT, ADOLPHE ADAM

IN THE BLEAK MIDWINTER, ROSETTI/ HOLST
THE TRUTH SENT FROM ABOVE, TRADITIONAL CAROL
IN DULCI JUBILO, 14TH C. GERMAN CAROL
PSALLITE, MICHAEL PRAETORIUS ( 1571-1621)
THE FIRST NOEL (P. 30), 17TH C. ENGLISH CAROL
ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH (P. 19), 18TH C. FRENCH CAROL
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Thanks To:
Amanda Heisler, cantor 3:00
Donald Hurd, organ
St. Gertrude Contemporary Group directed by Paul Kindt - 5:30
Catherine Fishlock, cantor 7:30
Donald Hurd, Organ
Natalie Orth, violin
Therese Orth, viola
Luke Orth, cello
St. Gertrude Adult Choir , directed by Catherine Fishlock 11:30
Donald Hurd, Organist

www.opeast.org

www.stgertrude.org
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