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HOME 

IMPROVEMENT

TIM BEATRICE
Parishioner

513-254-5620
timbeatrice5@yahoo.com

Knights of Columbus
Archbishop Elder Council

elderkofc.org
Join today.

Visit kofc.org/joinus

Jeff Woodward, Parishioner   513-247-9241
Celebrating 30 years in business

www.wciconstruction.com

Woodward Construction, Inc.

Kinsella

Kitchen & Bath
Remodeling

561-5285
7880 Camargo Rd.

kinsellakitchens.com

Dr. Frederick A. Heiselman
General • Implant

Dentistry
Parishioner

513-561-8600
7140 Miami Ave., 

Ste. 201
fheiselmandds.com

GILSON’S
ENGRAVING

ELEGANT GIFTS

Engraved gifts for all occasionsEngraved gifts for all occasions

7116 Miami Ave.

891-0730
www.gilsonsonline.com
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Chuck Borchers
REALTOR, Parishioner

513-335-4039
charles.borchers@gmail.com
www.chuckborchers.com

Accepting New 
Patients

Dr. Eleanor Endres
Parishioner

513-791-8880 • www.endresdentistry.com
“Oral Health is the Gateway to Healthy Living”

KENWOOD, 7500 MONTGOMERY RD.

513-791-5353
MADISONVILLE, 4418 WHETSEL AVENUE

513-271-0732

Thomas-Justin
Funeral Homes, Inc.
Four Generations of Family Service 

to the Community

OH HVAC Lic. #30854 KY HVAC Lic. M04694
OH Plumbing Lic. #46270

Process
Construction

MECHANICAL CONTRACTOR

Specializing in Piping, HVAC/R,  
Plumbing & Service • Commercial & Industrial

www.processconstruction.com
(513) 251-2211   1421 Queen City Avenue

LANDSCAPE SPECIALISTS, INC.

Hardscape Landscape
• Walkways & Patios • Installations
• Driveways • Renovations
• Retaining Walls • Maintenance
• Drainage Systems Snow Clearing

Quality Service for Over 30 years

396-6400
Ed Witte, Parishioner

WITTEWITTE

Kitchens • Bathrooms

Room Additions

Screen & Covered Porches

Lower Levels & Basements

513.492.8429
7264 Columbia Rd., Ste. 600, Maineville

www.PenderyConstruction.com

HYDE PARK
PAINTING

and
CARPENTRY
321-4100

Remodeling 
Roofing/Gutters • Concrete 

Plumbing/Electric
Drywall • Int./Ext. Painting
Your Complete Home 

Repair Company

LARRY’S 
LOCK, SAFE &  

SECURITY CENTER 
 

791-9163 
 
 
 
 

8005 Plainfield Road 
Cincinnati, OH 45236 

Larry’s
LOCK, SAFE & 

SECURITY CENTER

791-9163

8005 Plainfield Road
Cincinnati, OH 45236

513-396-7446 
fastsigns.com/352

3248 Highland Avenue,  
Cincinnati, OH 45213

Madeira Owned

Let’s make it happen!®

Monika DeRoussel
mderoussel@hotmail.com REALTOR®

513-289-1039

Gilligan Funeral Homes
Established 1877

8225 Montgomery Road • 891-8373
Traditional & Cremation Services

www.gilliganfuneralhomes.com

513-472-1985
www.bestplumbercincinnati.com

$25 OFF with this Ad

Jim Volz
CPA & Trusted

Advisor
794-1551.com

9900 Carver Rd., Blue Ash

Parishioner since 2000

Tree Trimming 
& removal

Joe Semrad, 
Local Resident Since 1987/

Certified Arborist

513.631.4442 
www.ScapesOhio.com

513-561-2400
Stephen K. Shaw   (513) 673-8258
skshawlaw@gmail.com I skshawlaw.com
8157 Camargo Rd., Madeira, OH 45243

WILLS I TRUSTS I PROBATE

Keith D. Jackson DDS
Laura K. Jackson DDS

7113 Miami Avenue Madeira, OH 45243
Tel: (513) 561-5318

6543 Miami Ave., Cincinnati, OH 45243 | (513) 561-5954 | www.stgertrude.org
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MASSES AT ST. GERTRUDE

Parish Office Hours
Monday-Friday: 8:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
School Office Hours
Monday-Friday: 7:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
Church Hours
Every day: 7:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m.

Parish Office Info

PUBLIC WORSHIP AT ST. GERTRUDE CHURCH 
IN TIME OF PANDEMIC 

Updated October 4, 2020 
 

 

The Archbishop dispenses the faithful from the obligation of attending 
Sunday Mass. Please do not come if you feel sick. Those who are vulnerable 
may consider coming to a less crowded weekday Mass.  
 

HEALTH AND SAFETY MEASURES 
• Keep a prudent distance inside the church. Ushers will help ensure safe 
seating on Sundays. 
• We ask that the faithful wear cloth masks for the sake of the common 
good. People with breathing difficulties and young children should not wear 
masks. 
• Only friars, sisters, novices, and some staff members will be in the 
sanctuary and sacristy. Lectors, acolytes, and extraordinary ministers will not 
serve for the time being. 
• Volunteers will help wipe down high-touch surfaces between Sunday 
Masses. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
• You are not obliged to receive Holy Communion at every Mass you attend. 
Consider making a spiritual communion, or receiving at a weekday Mass. 
• The faithful who choose to receive Holy Communion will come up to the 
altar rail, where one or two priests will distribute the sacred host. Keep space 
in line, and only remove your mask at the rail. 
• You may receive in the hand or on the tongue, kneeling or standing. Note: 
the rail is a high-contact surface. 

             Mass & Confession Schedule 

SUNDAY 
   8:00 a.m. Mass  
10:00 a.m. Conventual Mass 
12:00 p.m. Mass 
  6:00 p.m. Mass 
 
WEEKDAYS 
  7:00 a.m. Mass 
  8:00 a.m. Mass 
11:30 a.m. Conventual Mass 
12:00 p.m. Midday Prayer in Church 
  4:00 p.m. Confessions in Church 
  7:30 p.m. Confessions in Church 
       (Wednesdays Only) 
 
SATURDAY 
  8:00 a.m. Conventual Mass 
11:30 a.m. Mass 
  3:30 p.m. Confessions in Church 
  4:30 p.m. Mass (Sunday Anticipated) 

Monday, October 26, Weekday
 7:00 a.m. Rev. Timothy Danaher, O.P./
   Lauren Elizabeth Funk
 8:00 a.m. †Steve Eddingfield/Bertie & Family
 11:30 a.m. †Deceased Members of the Order of Preachers
Tuesday, October 27, Weekday
 7:00 a.m. Thomas T. Costello/Krista Centers & Dan Mott
 8:00 a.m. †Jack Schuler/Pat & Jacque Gentile
 11:30 a.m. Rush Limbaugh/John & Hilda Bough
Wednesday, October 28, SS. Simon and Jude (F)
 7:00 a.m. Tim & Mary Petric/Tom & Kim Hahn
 8:00 a.m. †Joe Springfield/Diane & Jim Tomaszewski
 11:30 a.m. †Martha Barnett/Sheila Saalfeld
Thursday, October 29, Weekday
 7:00 a.m. Babcock Family/Pappalardo Family
 8:00 a.m. Monica Zerfas/Jeanne Palcic
 11:30 a.m. †Carmen Klima/Ed & Diana Doll
Friday, October 30, Weekday
 7:00 a.m. †Joseph Serge/Elaine & Jeff Parker
 8:00 a.m. †Margaret Noble/Her family
 11:30 a.m. †Michael Butz/Rita Johantges

Saturday, October 31, Weekday
 8:00 a.m. †Peggy Kindt/Paul Kindt
 11:30 a.m. †Holy Souls in Purgatory/Thien Cao
October 31-November 1, All Saints (S)
 Saturday †Benjamin P. Stormer/Sal & Teri Forlini
 Sunday People of St. Gertrude, Living and Deceased 
  †The Deceased Members of the 
  Kohus/Bough Family/John & Hilda Bough
  †Gerald DeBrunner/Nancy DeBrunner
  Ellie Owens/Ed & Mary Ann de St. Aubin
  †David Hoeper/Maria Kuhlman

PUBLIC WORSHIP AT ST. GERTRUDE CHURCH 
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• Keep a prudent distance inside the church. Ushers will help ensure safe 
seating on Sundays. 
• We ask that the faithful wear cloth masks for the sake of the common 
good. People with breathing difficulties and young children should not wear 
masks. 
• Only friars, sisters, novices, and some staff members will be in the 
sanctuary and sacristy. Lectors, acolytes, and extraordinary ministers will not 
serve for the time being. 
• Volunteers will help wipe down high-touch surfaces between Sunday 
Masses. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
• You are not obliged to receive Holy Communion at every Mass you attend. 
Consider making a spiritual communion, or receiving at a weekday Mass. 
• The faithful who choose to receive Holy Communion will come up to the 
altar rail, where one or two priests will distribute the sacred host. Keep space 
in line, and only remove your mask at the rail. 
• You may receive in the hand or on the tongue, kneeling or standing. Note: 
the rail is a high-contact surface. 
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  4:00 p.m. Confessions in Church 
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  3:30 p.m. Confessions in Church 
  4:30 p.m. Mass (Sunday Anticipated) 
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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

COVER IMAGE: Statue of Christ, Entrance porch of 
St. Gertrude’s Church, photo by Fr. Lawrence Lew, 
OP. Used with permission. 

Jesus gave me the grace of knowing 
myself. In this divine light I see my 
principal fault; it is pride which takes 
the form of my closing up within 
myself and of a lack of simplicity in 
my relations with Mother Superior. 
The second light concerns speaking. 
I sometimes talk too much. A thing 

could be settled in one or two words, and as for me, I take 
too much time about it. But Jesus wants me to use that 
time to say some short indulgenced prayers for the souls in 
purgatory. (Diary, #274))

FROM THE DIARY OF 
ST. MARIA FAUSTINA KOWALSKA

LOVE MOTIVATES US

The Gospel reading for today refreshes our memory of the 
greatest commandments – love of God and love of neighbor. 
These commandments are the hallmark of Christian discipleship 
and living. Their challenge draws us out of ourselves and engages 
our minds, hearts, and behavior toward another. Love motivates 
us to be faithful and obedient to God as Father. As St. John 
writes, “Loving God means keeping his commandments”(1 
Jn 5:3). Love motivates us to serve our neighbor through the 
corporal and spiritual works of mercy.

We need not go far to practice the works of mercy. We can 
begin in our own homes and in our parish. These locations of 
opportunity come to mind as we live through the Coronavirus 
pandemic. I have received messages from fellow parishioners 
who themselves are at a higher risk for infection. They, like the 
many people who are attending Mass here at St. Gertrude, have 
a great hunger for the Eucharist. Yet, they feel unsafe to return 
to Mass because of the lack of compliance for facial covering and 
social distancing. They are urging me to enforce the mandates 
currently in place for Hamilton County – mandates which the 
Archbishop also asks every parish to follow.

My brothers and sisters, this situation puts me in a difficult 
position as shepherd for every person in the parish. I am not 
going to engage in any debate of science or politics. Rather, my 
appeal once again is for everyone to practice the virtue of charity. 
Can we please be compliant with the current protocols so that 
our brothers and sisters will feel welcome to participate in the 
Mass with the rest of the community? In this time, we have the 
opportunity to embrace the higher calling of living in charity. The 
Holy Eucharist is the sacrament of charity which every Catholic 
is invited to receive. May the grace of this sacrament imbue the 
heart of every parishioner with that charity that seeks the good of 
one’s neighbor – one’s brother or sister in Christ.

Looking ahead to November, the parish will continue its 
practice of praying for the deceased in a special way throughout 
the month. This practice is a great act of charity. As we learn from 
the Catechism, “From the beginning the Church has honored 
the memory of the dead and offered prayers in suffrage for them, 
above all the Eucharistic sacrifice, so that, thus purified, they 
may attain the beatific vision of God”(CCC 1032). In our parish 
church, a special place of remembrance will be established near 
the Rosary altar. Large candles will be available for purchase 
upon which may be written the name(s) of the deceased. These 
candles may be purchased through the parish office or at the 
sacristy door (if someone is available). There will also be a Book 

of Remembrance into which may be written the names of the 
deceased. Our parish patroness, St. Gertrude the Great, had a 
particular practice of praying for the Holy Souls in Purgatory. 
Here is the prayer:

Eternal Father, I offer Thee 
the Most Precious Blood of Thy 
Divine Son, Jesus, in union with the 
Masses said throughout the world 
today, for all the holy souls in 
purgatory, for sinners everywhere, 
for sinners in the universal church, 
those in my own home and within 
my family. Amen.

Let us love one another and pray for each other, living and 
deceased,
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SCHOOL NEWS

CREATIVE WRITING JUNIOR HIGH ENRICHMENT
The students in the Creative Writing Enrichment class participated in a gallery walk that focused on the craft of voice lessons. 
After reading stories written by their peers, the students completed ballots trying to match each story to its original author. The 
writers’ narratives reflected unique voices, and Steven Schuette walked away with the title of the “Masked Writer”!  Thank you Mrs. 
Ratajczak and Mrs. Naumann for an amazingly "creative" exercise!  It is amazing how much fun learning can be!

SAVE THE DATE!
St. Gertrude School OPEN HOUSE
Wednesday, November  11, 2020

11:00am-1:00pm and 7:00-8:00pm
*Details to come.

3RD GRADE STEaM 
The third graders continued exploring the engineering process. After brief lessons on acceleration, force and motion, they started to 
build peppermint race cars with provided materials. The students tested their prototype on a homemade ramp using tape measures 
on the ground to calculate the distance their cars traveled. Students then worked to improve their design based on their observations. 
Many students improved and retested their car five or six times! They had a blast working through the steps of the engineering 
process and creating unique cars!   Thank you to Mrs. Ethier for such a fun, interactive and valuable STEaM lesson!
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EVANGELIZATION UPDATES

L’alto in Action
Our High School Youth Ministry program has launched into L’alto, a 
challenging spiritual journey. The group continues to meet on Sunday 
evenings for social time in the Parish Center before digging deeply into 
Scripture-based content and prayer with their small groups. 

EVANGELIZATION

New Family Faith Program Launches
During the month of October, over 100 families with children be-
tween grades 3-8 participated in a brand new formation program at 
St. Gertrude’s called Family Faith. In these photos, you can see families 
competing against one another to see who could build the tallest tower 
out of straws and tape that was capable of holding a bucket of pennies. 
Families dug deeply into the two creation stories that appear in Gen-
esis 1 and 2, while learning key points about the covenant God makes 
with creation through Adam and Eve. 
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PARISH NEWS

PLEASE PRAY FOR...

THE SICK: 
Anthony Alvarez, Lisa Bertke, Bettie Caudill, Marguerite Crema, 
Triset Defonseka, Jean Ellert, Kathy Elsbernd, Andrew Goad, 
Glenn Grismere, Loretta Holden, Joe Holly, Hummel Family, 
Aiko Kimura, Ed Kinney, Janice Koncius, Carlos LaTorre, 
Sophia LaTorre, Ann Lukey, Linda Merkley, Frank Merle, Sandra 
Munyon, Leo Napuri, Gerry Patterson, Tim Petric, Michelle 
(Lydon) Ruscher, Jane Sansalone, Ellen Schaengold, Patricia 
Scherer, Pegge Schuermann, Richard Seifert, Shari Siebert, 
Teddie Slaper, Alex Smithers, Jack Spilker, Patricia Strauss, 
George Sullivan, Judy Sullivan, John Sweeney, Mary Saul and Bill 
Van Hise

THOSE IN THE ARMED FORCES: 
Patrick Burke, Cole and Kyle Foster, Dominic Geraci, Daniel 
Holian, Mike Huber, Aaron Jacobson, Jacob Kramb, John 
Kramb, Kelly Leugers, Sammy Mascho, John Oscar, Sarah Ries, 
Dan Roseman, Andrew Shannon, and Ian Tester

PRAY FOR THE DECEASED:
Beverly Oscar – wife of Michael

LET US PRAY

GIFT CARD SCAM
Please note that the Dominican Friars and Sisters, Parish and 
School Staff, and Parish Volunteers are prohibited from soliciting 
any type of gift card by email or text. Should you receive such a 
message, it is not authorized and should be discarded.

ANNUAL FRIAR FORMATION APPEAL
Each member of our parish 
family should have received a 
letter asking for their support 
of the Dominican’s “Annual 
Friar Formation Appeal.” If you 
have not received a letter please 
make sure we have your name 
and address to receive future 

information. Please give prayerful thought to your annual gift 
according to your means and current circumstances.

GARDEN CLUB UPDATE
In September, a group of parishioners came forward to 
reinvigorate the all-volunteer Garden Group. Over the past 
several weeks these gardeners, working individually or in small 
groups, have weeded, pruned, removed spent perennials and 
invasive vines, watered, tidied, hauled away bushels of brush, 
planted, added seasonals, lifted and re-set paving stones, and 
settled outdoor benches. Working under the direction of Mr. 
Keith Caldwell and continuing the volunteer leadership of 
Mrs. Reen Taylor, this is work that takes place all around the 
property: from the desert-like parking lot island plantings to the 
various Marian gardens and all the beds that beautify the church 
grounds. If you see them, would you please thank Karen Gerwel, 
Debbie Merle, Vikki Leibham, Gena Bailey, Patty Hook, Cynthia 
Gernetzke, Beth Beatrice, Beth Egbert, Heidi Sparer, Rachel 
Friemoth, Ethan Laube, Tom and Kimberli Hahn. If you are 
interested in helping with landscaping around the church, please 
contact Susan Brokaw at sabrokaw54@gmail.com.
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COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

2020 RAFFLE FOR LIFE –
ULTRASOUND INITIATIVE
October is Respect Life Month. Will you help 
save the lives of the most vulnerable, the 
unborn, by helping the Knights of Columbus 
raise funds to purchase an ultrasound machine 

for the LIFE FORWARD Pregnancy Care of Cincinnati?
◦ The Elder Council has a goal of selling 220 raffle tickets 

at $100 per ticket after all Masses on the weekends of 
October 17-18 and 24-25.

◦ The Grand Prize of $5,000 will be drawn after the 11:30 
AM Mass on Saturday, December 12th, the Feast of our 
Lady of Guadalupe.

Once all of the tickets are sold, the Supreme Council of the KofC 
will match the funds and provide the other half, $22,000, for 
the purchase price of the machine, through the KofC Ultrasound 
Program.
Every dollar collected through either the sale of tickets 
or from donations will go directly to the purchase of the 
ultrasound machine. The Elder Council will donate the 
$5,000 Grand Prize.
Visit elderkofc.org/ultrasound to learn more about the KofC 
Ultrasound Program.

THANKSGIVING FOOD DRIVETHANKSGIVING FOOD DRIVE
The Ladies of Charity announce their annual Thanksgiving Food Drive. A list of the items The Ladies of Charity announce their annual Thanksgiving Food Drive. A list of the items 
needed this year will be available at the information tables located near the entrances to needed this year will be available at the information tables located near the entrances to 
the Church (inside and outside) on the weekend of November 7th & 8th. Drop-offs will the Church (inside and outside) on the weekend of November 7th & 8th. Drop-offs will 
be November 14th & 15th.be November 14th & 15th.

The following are especially needed during this time:The following are especially needed during this time:
• Canned fruits/veggies • Canned cranberries• Canned fruits/veggies • Canned cranberries
• Canned pumpkin • Evaporated milk• Canned pumpkin • Evaporated milk
• Biscuit mix • Gravy – packages or canned (preferred)• Biscuit mix • Gravy – packages or canned (preferred)
• Boxed stuffing mix • Canned yams• Boxed stuffing mix • Canned yams
• Boxed desserts, pudding, Jell-O • Boxed instant mashed potatoes• Boxed desserts, pudding, Jell-O • Boxed instant mashed potatoes
• Sugar, flour, oil • Tea, coffee, cocoa• Sugar, flour, oil • Tea, coffee, cocoa

Please consider donating the items mentioned above to help someone in need have Please consider donating the items mentioned above to help someone in need have 
a wonderful Thanksgiving. If you cannot bring an item, cash/check donations (made a wonderful Thanksgiving. If you cannot bring an item, cash/check donations (made 
payable to Ladies of Charity) are also appreciated and may be dropped off or mailed to payable to Ladies of Charity) are also appreciated and may be dropped off or mailed to 
the parish office. Please direct questions to Jean Wilkinson at 513-498-5085. the parish office. Please direct questions to Jean Wilkinson at 513-498-5085. 

UPCOMING EVENTS WITH FR. NATHAN 
CROMLY AND EAGLE EYE MINISTRIES 

DATE NIGHT 
Renew and refresh your marriage with a special Date Night 
featuring Father Nathan Cromly, C.S.J. See how grace, gratitude 
and grit impact the spirituality of your marriage. Friday, 
November 13, 2020 6:00 p.m. at Our Lady of the Holy Spirit 
Center. $80/couple Heavy Hors d'oeuvres, beer, wine and soft 
drinks included. https://eagleeyeministries.brushfire.com/saint-
john-leadership-network

WOMEN'S RETREAT: 
Grace, Gratitude and the Feminine Genius
Father Nathan Cromly will lead a day of prayer, adoration, 
Mass, and preaching about the intersection of grace, gratitude 
and the feminine genius. Father Nathan Cromly is a Catholic 
priest who has dedicated his life to strengthening marriages, 
families and young adults. As a nationally renowned leader and 
dynamic speaker, you will leave inspired and refreshed. Saturday, 
November 14, 2020 8:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m., Our Lady of the Holy 
Spirit Center $55/person https://eagleeyeministries.brushfire.
com/saint-john-leadership-network



St. Gertrude Roman Catholic Parish7

HOLY TEACHING

PRIORITIES AT THE POLLS
BY MOST REVEREND JOSEPH F. NAUMANN
As Catholics approach the polls, we are asked to weigh many 
important issues. The U.S. bishops have reaffirmed that “the 
threat of abortion remains our preeminent priority because 
it directly attacks life itself, because it takes place within the 
sanctuary of the family, and because of the number of lives 
destroyed.”1 While they did warn us not to “dismiss or ignore 
other serious threats to human life and dignity such as racism, 
the environmental crisis, poverty, and the death penalty,” they 
did give priority to upholding and defending our brothers’ and 
sisters’ most basic right – to live. 
Abortion tragically ends someone’s life when he or she is most 
vulnerable and most in 
need of loving protection. 
Abortion is an intrinsic 
evil, meaning that it is 
never permitted or morally 
justified, regardless of 
individual circumstances or intentions. The personal and 
societal consequences of attacks against human life, whether at 
its earliest stages or at its final stages, are all the more serious 
because most often they are “carried out in the very heart of and 
with the complicity of the family—the family which by its nature 
is called to be the ‘sanctuary of life.’”2 This is the place where a 
person should be most loved, cherished, and protected.

Catholics are called 
to defend human life 
wherever it is threatened 
and stand up for human 
dignity wherever it is 
violated. The enormous 
number of human lives 
destroyed by abortion is 
one factor that elevates its 

importance. The most recent available 
data indicates over 2,000 children per 
day die from abortion in the United 
States. Since abortion was legalized in 
1973, over 61 million children have 
been killed – and untold numbers of 
women and men suffer in the aftermath. 

The tragedy of abortion is also distinct in that it is currently legal 
to directly and intentionally take the life of an innocent human 
being. Current laws in our country fail to protect the lives of 
unborn children. Our highest Court does not recognize children 
in their mothers’ wombs as persons and claims that abortion is a 
constitutional right. Further, many political leaders work actively 

to increase access to abortion. Some falsely 
describe it as health care and even as a basic 
human right. 

People of good will must boldly stand up 
against this intrinsic evil, especially when it is 
occurring on a massive scale, implemented 

in law and funded, in some instances, by the government. As 
believers and citizens inspired by the Gospel and guided by 
the shepherds of our Church, we must do what we can to end 
violence in the womb, to ensure that unborn children are fully 
recognized and protected by our laws, and to support mothers 
and fathers in embracing life.

Archbishop Naumann is Archbishop of Kansas City, Kansas 
and Chair of the USCCB Committee on Pro-Life Activities.

1  Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship: A Call to Political Responsibility from the 
Catholic Bishops of the United States, Introductory Letter, p. 6. Washington, D.C.: United 
States Conference of Catholic Bishops, 2020. https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/
faithful-citizenship/upload/forming-consciences-for-faithful-citizenship.pdf 

2  Pope John Paul II, Evangelium vitae, (Vatican City: Libreria Editrice Vaticana, 1995), 11.
Excerpts from Evangelium vitae, © 1995, Libreria Editrice Vaticana. Used with permission. All 
rights reserved. Copyright © 2020, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, 
D.C. All rights reserved. Reprinted (excerpted) from Respect Life Program © 2020, USCCB, 
Washington, D.C. All rights reserved.
Please find the full text of Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship at www.
faithfulcitizenship.org.  
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The most recent available data 
indicates over 2,000 children per 
day die from abortion in the United 
States.

PRIORITIES AT THE POLLS

As Catholics approach the polls, we are asked to weigh many important issues. The U.S. 
bishops have reaffirmed that “the threat of abortion remains our preeminent priority 
because it directly attacks life itself, because it takes place within the sanctuary of the 
family, and because of the number of lives destroyed.”1 While they did warn us not to 
“dismiss or ignore other serious threats to human life and dignity such as racism, the 
environmental crisis, poverty, and the death penalty,” they did give priority to upholding 
and defending our brothers’ and sisters’ most basic right—to live. 
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By Most Reverend Joseph F. Naumann
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1 Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship: A Call to Political Responsibility from the Catholic Bishops of the United States, Introductory Letter, p. 6. 
Washington, D.C.: United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, 2020. 
https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/faithful-citizenship/upload/forming-consciences-for-faithful-citizenship.pdf 
2 Pope John Paul II, Evangelium vitae, (Vatican City: Libreria Editrice Vaticana, 1995), 11.

Take action and contact your elected representatives about important pro-life issues.

SIGN UP: votervoice.net/usccb/register

Make your voice heard.

The tragedy of abortion is also 
distinct in that it is currently legal 
to directly and intentionally take 
the life of an innocent human being. 
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Please find the full text of Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship at www.faithfulcitizenship.org. 
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830th Sunday in Ordinary Time  |  October 25, 2020

OFFERING
St. Gertrude Parish Weekly 

Collection and Budget Report
10/18/20

Collection:  $ 29,790.00
Weekly Budget:  $ 36,000.00
Weekly Deficit: ($ 6,210.00)

Year to Date Budget: $ 570,000.00
Year to Date Actual: $ 515,518.00
Year to Date Deficit: ($ 54,482.00)

Please submit your Mass announcements & 
bulletin articles to: bulletin@stgertrude.org

6543 Miami Avenue, Cincinnati, OH 45243
513.561.5954 | FAX 513.561.7184 | www.StGertrude.org 

BULLETIN

11/8/20

MATERIALS DUE

10/28/20

BULLETIN DEADLINE

Monday, 
October 26

Tuesday, 
October 27

Wednesday, 
October 28

Thursday, 
October 29

Friday, 
October 30

Saturday, 
October 31

Sunday, 
November 1

Religious Education
3:30 p.m.
School Atrium

True Devotion
12:30 p.m.
Parish Center
St. Dominic Lobby

Resurrection Choir 
Pratice
8:30 a.m.
Parish Center
St. Joseph Mtg. Rm.

33 Days to Merciful 
Love
9:00 a.m.
Parish Center
St. Dominic Lobby

Amiguitas del 
Corazon de Jesus
4:30 p.m.
Parish Center
St. Dominic Lobby

Rosary Sales
After Morning Masses

Seasons of Hope
7:00 p.m.
Parish Center
St. Joseph Mtg. Rm.

Children’s Choir
3:00 p.m.
Parish Center
St. Dominic Lobby

Adult Choir
7:00 p.m.
Parish Center
St. Dominic Lobby

HSYM Discipleship 
Cells
7:00 p.m.
Parish Center

Core Team Meeting
7:00 p.m.
School Cafeteria

Religious Education
4:30 p.m.
School Atrium

LFL Book Club
7:30 p.m.
Parish Center
St. Joseph Mtg. Rm.

Healing Rosary
7:00 p.m.
Outside (weather 
permitting) or Church

Boy Scouts –
7:00 p.m.
School Cafeteria

Benediction
8:50 p.m.
Church

Holy Family Prayer 
Group
7:00 p.m.
School Chapel

RCIA
7:00 p.m.
Parish Center
St. Dominic Lobby

THE WEEK AHEAD

For guidelines about meetings on campus and scheduling information, please visit: stgertrude.org/covid-19-guidelines/.



St. Gertrude Roman Catholic Parish9

Parish Staff
Rev. George Schommer, O.P., pastor
Rev. Clement Dickie, O.P., parochial vicar 
Rev. John Mark Solitario, O.P., parochial vicar 

Dominican Friars in Residence
Very Rev. John Langlois, O.P., prior
Rev. Joseph Alobaidi, O.P.
Rev. Paul J. Keller, O.P.
Rev. Michael Mary Dosch, O.P., novice master

St. Gertrude School – 513.561.8020
Principal – Sr. Maria Christi Greve, O.P. ext 1101
Vice Principal – Mr. Travis Johnson ext 1101
PTO President – Sarah Schilling 513-315-1053
School Advisory Council 

Office of Administration – 513.561.5954
Receptionists – Susan Kane & Teri Forlini ext 2101
Business Manager – 
Assistant Business Manager –  
Wedding/Bereavement Coordinator – 
 AnnaMaria Spurgin  amspurgin@stgertrude.org
Bulletin Editor  bulletin@stgertrude.org
Sacristan – Sheila Saalfeld  ext 2401
Director of Music – Catherine Fishlock ext 2116

Office of Evangelization – 513.561.5954
Executive Director – Brad Bursa, PhD ext 2109
Primary Evangelization: PK-2nd Grade & Catechesis of the 
Good Shepherd 
 Cindy Wurzelbacher  ext 2109
Jr. High Evangelization: 3rd-8th Grade – Bryan Wells  ext 2109
Jr. High Youth Ministry: 7th-8th Grade – Bryan Wells  ext 2109
High School Youth Ministry – Megan Dickert  ext 2109
Executive Assistant – Kristen Eggers  513.561.8367
Aquinas Society of Cincinnati (Adults & Families) – 
 Rev. Clement Dickie, O.P.
Rites of Christian Initiation (R.C.I.A.) – 
 Rev. John Mark Solitario, O.P.

Corporal Works of Mercy
Helping Hands – Nancy Lucas  stgerthh@gmail.com
Knights of Columbus – Phil Motz 513-444-5072
Ladies of Charity – Jean Wilkinson  513.498.5085
Parish Health Ministry – Jeanne Palcic  513.317.4123
Pregnancy Center East (for all pregnancy needs) 513.321.3100
Soup Kitchen – Andy Cordier  513.248.1005
St. Vincent De Paul Society – Jim Spurgin  513.561.5954, ext 2112
Visitation of the Sick – Judy Hartmann  513.984.8003

Vocations Directors
Archdiocese of Cincinnati – Fr. Dan Schmitmeyer 513.421.3131
Dominican Friars – 
 Fr. Jacob Bertrand Janczyk, O.P. DominicanFriars.org
Nashville Dominican Sisters – Sr. Mara Grace, O.P. 615.256.5486

Spiritual Works of Mercy
Baptism Team –
Circle of Prayer – Barbara Rose  prayercirclesg@gmail.com
Communion to Sick – Judy Hartmann  513.984.8003
Natural Family Planning – David & Ann Stein  513.561.5751
Pastoral Council – Mark Kosobud  513.469.0852
Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration  513.561.5954 ext 2136
Prayer Ministry for the Dying – Pat Collins  513.265.1897
Regina Veritatis Prayer & Healing – Nealy Mechley  513.505.1740
Respect Life – Debbie Graham  513.984.4766
Rosary Making – Larry Ball  513.646.8523
Unbound Ministry – Nealy Mechley 513.505.1740

Liturgical Ministries
Adult Choir – Catherine Fishlock 513.561.5954
Contemporary Music Ensemble – Paul Kindt 513.697.9208
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion –  513.561.5954
Lectors –  513.561.5954 ext 1123
Resurrection Choir – Marty Cunningham 513.891.4226
The St. Anne and the Child Mary Guild – 
 Cristina Genung 513.404.6011
St. Joseph the Worker Society – 
 Rev. Clement Dickie, O.P. 513.561.5954
Ushers – Douglas Postler 513.791.6298
Viri Selecti – Ben Hoffmann pxaw@hotmail.com
Youth Choir – Catherine Fishlock 513.561.5954

Spiritual Groups
Adult Bible Study –  513.561.5954
Amiguitas del Corazón de Jesús – 
 Nora Klopp-Frias noraklopp08@gmail.com
Angelic Warfare Confraternity – 
 Rev. John Mark Solitario, O.P. 513.561.5954
Benedictine Oblates – Mark Milliron 513-536-6275
Catholic Men’s Fellowship – Chris Nachtrab 513.604.1899
Confraternity of the Most Holy Rosary – 
 Brian Zappia 513.791.7299
Dominican Laity (Bishop Fenwick) – 
 Jonathan Ring ringjp@gmail.com
Dominican Laity (OLP) – 
 Mr. Fred Thomas, O.P. 513.335.1700 or fth5131119@aol.com
FAMILIA/CANA Family For Mothers – 
 Anita Pappalardo 513.248.8237
Holy Family Prayer Group – Malissa Frohlich 513.519.5197 
Special Needs Moms Support Group – 
 Tina Rolfes tina.rolfes123@gmail.com
True Devotion to Mary – Anne Collins 513.984.4708

Parish Groups
Athletic Boosters – Marc Gerwel 513.774.7779
Boy Scouts – Robert Dinga 612.616.8242
Cub Scouts – Chris De Brunner 513.379.1010
Garden Club – Susan Brokaw 513.702.6877
Lenten Fish Fry – Rob Mancini 513.520.6360
Little Flower Library – Susan Santos 513.504.0205
Parish Coffee – Mark Findley 513.417.9227

PARISH DIRECTORY
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Would Jesus

SUPPORT Taxpayer-Funded
ABORTION?

On Demand Until Birth

G
ertrude Inside Ads    #944509-JT-9/29/20

 513-574-0005 Residential & Commercial
 www.andersonautomatic.com “Since 1929”

Heating & Cooling
Providing Heating & Cooling Services to Parishioners of St. Gertrude since 1929.

Automatic

Walter St. Clair RoofingWalter St. Clair Roofing
Serving Cincinnati Since 1923

Roofing & Sheet Metal Work
Slate & Tile Repair

Box Gutters & Seamless Gutters
Jerry St. Clair, pariShioner           641-3265

gertz  law
Y O U R  F A M I L Y ’ S  L A W Y E R

GERTZLAW.COM
	 Reading	Office	 Loveland	Office
 (513) 554-1868 (513) 583-1549

Susan	Marie	Allspach,	Esq.
Anthony	J.	Gertz,	Esq.
Anthony	J.	Gertz	II,	Esq.

•	Probate	Administration/Estate	Planning/Wills/Trusts
•	Divorce/Family	Law/Litigation

•	Business/Corporate	Transactions/Contracts

Now Offering Permanent Makeup
(513) 429-3110

7835 Camargo Road, Madeira, OH
www.thedeluxenailsspa.com

Voted Best
of CinCinnati

 2018

Mon-Fri 9:30a-8:00p
Sat 9:30a-6:30p
Sun 11:00a-6:00p

Full Service inSulation

Environmental Company
Asbestos & Mold Removal

(513) 242-0600

Central Insulation
Systems, Inc.

Electric Company Inc.
350 Pike Street, Covington, KY

859-491-2984

Robert L. Franer III, AAMS®

Offering financial planning services and investment advice 
to Catholic families to help them pursue and use wealth 
morally.

513-334-1621 | robert.l.franer@lpl.com
www.franerfinancialadvice.com
8044 Montgomery Rd, Cincinnati, OH 45236
Securities offered through LPL Financial, member FINRA/SIPC

Compliments of
A Friend of the Parish

KLEKAMP PAVING
Asphalt Paving

Patching
Asphalt

Sealcoating

513-561-4600
www.klekamp.com

mattbonhauspainting.com

Compliments of

General Contractors and Land Development Company

6403 Madison, Madisonville • 271-1570 
1793 Ohio Pike, Amelia • 797-4888

Now 2 Locations!

Every family has their traditions...
Traditions can be a part of yours.

INDEPENDENT LIVING
ASSISTED LIVING • MEMORY CARE
7650 CAMARGO ROAD • MADEIRA, OH 45243

513-422-5499 • WWW.TRADITIONSATCAMARGO.COM

Gary BergmanGary Bergman
OCNT-LandscapeOCNT-Landscape

(513) 200-9141(513) 200-9141
designsofnature@embarqmail.comdesignsofnature@embarqmail.com

Landscape Design & Installation
                    Lawn & Bed Care

ROYALMONT ACADEMY
200 Northcrest Drive, Mason, OH

Catholic Preschool • High School • Full and 1/2 day Preschool 
ENROLLING NOW! In Person, 5 Days Per Week

Open House | Nov 15 | 2-4:30
513-754-0555 • www.Royalmont.org

FREE PICK UP & DELIVERY SERVICE

513-321-5100
Widmerscleaners.com

7700 Shawnee Run Rd.,
Cincinnati, 45243Premier Dry Cleaners Since 1910

HALPIN
PLUMBING, INC.

513-631-2001
REMODEL/REPAIR

CASTRUCCI
COLLISION

MILFORD
Body Shop Direct Call

831-5460

Organizing & 
decluttering support 

for homes & small 
businesses

A life better organized 
has more time

for living!702-1849

AHP Anderson Hills Plumbing
Residential – Commercial – FREE ESTIMATES

Over 51 Years Experience & Satisfaction
Ernie, Jack, Ralph & Barb Vilardo

6229 Beechmont Avenue  513-232-3821

STRAWSER & STALEY
FUNERAL HOMES

BLUE ASH
9503 Kenwood Rd., Blue Ash OH 45242 

513-791-7203 • www.strawserfuneralhome.com 
Traditional Burial, Pre-Arranged Planning, Green 

Burial, Cremation Service and Pet Death Care.

GEO. H. ROHDE & SON

Funeral HomeFuneral Home
Since 1910

3183 Linwood Ave., Mt. Lookout Sq.3183 Linwood Ave., Mt. Lookout Sq.
Serving Eastern Hills, Mt. Lookout & Hyde ParkServing Eastern Hills, Mt. Lookout & Hyde Park

513-321-0404513-321-0404
www.rohdefuneral.comwww.rohdefuneral.com

Directors: Directors: 
Steve Rohde, Denise Mercier Steve Rohde, Denise Mercier 

& Darrell Schneider& Darrell Schneider

ERIC D. BENDER
Attorney at Law

Moeller (1984)
University of Notre Dame (1988)

U.C. Law (1991)

www.ericbenderlaw.com
Family Law • Wills & Probate

Lawsuits • Guardianship
Adoption

891-5630
9764 Kenwood Road

in Blue Ash
Visa/Mastercard Accepted

ATECH Fire Services
Commercial Fire Protection Services

Fire Extinguisher/Exit Lights/Fire Alarm
Sprinkler/Backflow/Special Hazard

513-755-1222

7319 Columbia Road

Garden Center 
& Landscaping

398-1008
www.sharonnursery.com

Compliments of
JEFF STANLEY
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beatrice
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT

TIM BEATRICE
Parishioner

513-254-5620
timbeatrice5@yahoo.com

Knights of Columbus
Archbishop Elder Council

elderkofc.org
Join today.

Visit kofc.org/joinus

Jeff Woodward, Parishioner   513-247-9241
Celebrating 30 years in business

www.wciconstruction.com

Woodward Construction, Inc.

Kinsella

Kitchen & Bath
Remodeling

561-5285
7880 Camargo Rd.

kinsellakitchens.com

Dr. Frederick A. Heiselman
General • Implant

Dentistry
Parishioner

513-561-8600
7140 Miami Ave., 

Ste. 201
fheiselmandds.com

GILSON’S
ENGRAVING

ELEGANT GIFTS

Engraved gifts for all occasionsEngraved gifts for all occasions

7116 Miami Ave.

891-0730
www.gilsonsonline.com
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Chuck Borchers
REALTOR, Parishioner

513-335-4039
charles.borchers@gmail.com
www.chuckborchers.com

Accepting New 
Patients

Dr. Eleanor Endres
Parishioner

513-791-8880 • www.endresdentistry.com
“Oral Health is the Gateway to Healthy Living”

KENWOOD, 7500 MONTGOMERY RD.

513-791-5353
MADISONVILLE, 4418 WHETSEL AVENUE

513-271-0732

Thomas-Justin
Funeral Homes, Inc.
Four Generations of Family Service 

to the Community

OH HVAC Lic. #30854 KY HVAC Lic. M04694
OH Plumbing Lic. #46270

Process
Construction

MECHANICAL CONTRACTOR

Specializing in Piping, HVAC/R,  
Plumbing & Service • Commercial & Industrial

www.processconstruction.com
(513) 251-2211   1421 Queen City Avenue

LANDSCAPE SPECIALISTS, INC.

Hardscape Landscape
• Walkways & Patios • Installations
• Driveways • Renovations
• Retaining Walls • Maintenance
• Drainage Systems Snow Clearing

Quality Service for Over 30 years

396-6400
Ed Witte, Parishioner

WITTEWITTE

Kitchens • Bathrooms

Room Additions

Screen & Covered Porches

Lower Levels & Basements

513.492.8429
7264 Columbia Rd., Ste. 600, Maineville

www.PenderyConstruction.com

HYDE PARK
PAINTING

and
CARPENTRY
321-4100

Remodeling 
Roofing/Gutters • Concrete 

Plumbing/Electric
Drywall • Int./Ext. Painting
Your Complete Home 

Repair Company

LARRY’S 
LOCK, SAFE &  

SECURITY CENTER 
 

791-9163 
 
 
 
 

8005 Plainfield Road 
Cincinnati, OH 45236 

Larry’s
LOCK, SAFE & 

SECURITY CENTER

791-9163

8005 Plainfield Road
Cincinnati, OH 45236

513-396-7446 
fastsigns.com/352

3248 Highland Avenue,  
Cincinnati, OH 45213

Madeira Owned

Let’s make it happen!®

Monika DeRoussel
mderoussel@hotmail.com REALTOR®

513-289-1039

Gilligan Funeral Homes
Established 1877

8225 Montgomery Road • 891-8373
Traditional & Cremation Services

www.gilliganfuneralhomes.com

513-472-1985
www.bestplumbercincinnati.com

$25 OFF with this Ad

Jim Volz
CPA & Trusted

Advisor
794-1551.com

9900 Carver Rd., Blue Ash

Parishioner since 2000

Tree Trimming 
& removal

Joe Semrad, 
Local Resident Since 1987/

Certified Arborist

513.631.4442 
www.ScapesOhio.com

513-561-2400
Stephen K. Shaw   (513) 673-8258
skshawlaw@gmail.com I skshawlaw.com
8157 Camargo Rd., Madeira, OH 45243

WILLS I TRUSTS I PROBATE

Keith D. Jackson DDS
Laura K. Jackson DDS

7113 Miami Avenue Madeira, OH 45243
Tel: (513) 561-5318

6543 Miami Ave., Cincinnati, OH 45243 | (513) 561-5954 | www.stgertrude.org

October 25, 2020October 25, 2020


