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beatrice
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT

TIM BEATRICE
513-254-5620
timbeatrice5@yahoo.com

Knights of Columbus
Archbishop Elder Council

Email grandknight@elderkofc.org
Join today. kofc.org/joinus

Jeff Woodward, Parishioner   513-247-9241
Celebrating 30 years in business

www.wciconstruction.com

Woodward Construction, Inc.

Kitchen & Bath
Remodeling

Kinsella
561-5285

7880 Camargo Rd.
kinsellakitchens.com

Dr. Frederick A. Heiselman
General • Implant
Dentistry

Parishioner
513-561-8600
7140 Miami Ave.,Ste. 201

fheiselmandds.com

GILSON’S
ENGRAVING

ELEGANT GIFTS

Engraved gifts for all occasionsEngraved gifts for all occasions

7116 Miami Ave.

891-0730
www.gilsonsonline.com
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Chuck Borchers
REALTOR, Parishioner

513-335-4039
charles.borchers@gmail.com
chuckborchershomes.com

Accepting New Patients

Dr. Eleanor Endres Parishioner
513-791-8880 

www.endresdentistry.com
“Oral Health is the Gateway 

to Healthy Living”

LANDSCAPE SPECIALISTS, INC.
Hardscape Landscape
• Walkways & Patios • Installations
• Driveways • Renovations
• Retaining Walls • Maintenance
• Drainage Systems • Snow Clearing

Quality Service for Over 35 years

396-6400
Ed Witte, Parishioner

WITTEWITTE

Kitchens • Bathrooms
Room Additions

Screen & Covered Porches
Lower Levels & Basements

513.492.8429
7264 Columbia Rd., Ste. 600, Maineville

www.PenderyConstruction.com

HYDE PARK
PAINTING

and
CARPENTRY
321-4100

Remodeling 
Roofing/Gutters • Concrete 

Plumbing/Electric
Drywall • Int./Ext. Painting

Your Complete Home 
Repair Company

Keith D. Jackson DDS
Laura K. Jackson DDS

7113 Miami Avenue 
Madeira, OH 45243
Tel: (513) 561-5318

TOTAL LIFE SAFETY, LLC
Commercial Fire Protection Services

Fire Extinguisher/ Exit Lights/Fire Alarm
Sprinkler/Backflow/Special Hazard

866-955-2318

Walter St. Clair RoofingWalter St. Clair Roofing
Serving Cincinnati Since 1923

Roofing & Sheet Metal Work
Slate & Tile Repair

Box Gutters & Seamless Gutters
Jerry St. Clair, pariShioner           641-3265

GEO. H. ROHDE & SON
Funeral HomeFuneral Home

Since 1910
3183 Linwood Ave., Mt. Lookout Sq.3183 Linwood Ave., Mt. Lookout Sq.

Serving Eastern Hills, Mt. Lookout & Hyde ParkServing Eastern Hills, Mt. Lookout & Hyde Park
513-321-0404513-321-0404

www.rohdefuneral.comwww.rohdefuneral.com
Directors: Steve Rohde, Denise Mercier Directors: Steve Rohde, Denise Mercier 

& Darrell Schneider& Darrell Schneider

94c/81m/40y/32k

1c/75m/99y/0k

Family Owned
& Operated

Established 1877

8225 Montgomery Rd
Cincinnati, Ohio 45236

513-891-8373
Peter J. Gilligan, Sr.

INDEPENDENT LIVING
ASSISTED LIVING • MEMORY CARE

7650 CAMARGO ROAD • MADEIRA, OH 45243
513-422-5499 • WWW.TRADITIONSATCAMARGO.COM

Monika
DeRoussel

Let’s make it happen!

Your gateway to Luxury

(531) 289-1039

monika@deroussel.com

deroussel.com

Blue Ash/Hyde Park/Mason/West Chester 

(513) 275-7000 

Kristina Markiewicz
Suite 130, 12500 Reed Hartman Highway 
Cincinnati, OH 45241 
B 513-387-0489 I C SOS-463-8966
kristina.markiewicz@mwarep.org

(513)
407-8998
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St. Gertrude Roman Catholic Church1

Parish Information
6543 Miami Ave., Cincinnati, OH 45243

(513) 561-5954 | stgertrude.org
parishoffice@stgertrude.org

Parish Office Hours
Monday-Friday: 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.

School Office Hours
Monday-Friday: 7:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.

Church Hours
Every day: 7 a.m.-9 p.m.

MASSES AND CONFESSION

Monday, January 1, Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God (S)
 7 a.m. Octavio Flores Resendiz by Maria Resendiz
 8 a.m. Christmas Novena
 11:30 a.m. † Deceased Members of the Dominican Order

Tuesday, January 2, Sts. Basil the Great & Gregory Nazianzen (M)
 7 a.m. Christmas Novena
 8 a.m. † Patricia Shannon by Steve & Valerie Badinghaus
 11:30 a.m. † Megan Johnson by Ray & Marylyn Clark

Wednesday, January 3, Most Holy Name of Jesus (M)
 7 a.m. † Maria Phuong Hung by Thien Cao
 8 a.m. † James Rybak by Mary Rybak
 11:30 a.m. † Audrey Ruthman by Malissa & Nick Frohlich

Thursday, January 4, St. Elizabeth Ann Seton (M)
 7 a.m. Phyllis Yenke by Ann & Dave Spaeth
 8 a.m. † Greg Mates by Rich & Martha Grumbley
 11:30 a.m. † Tommy Martino by Knights of Columbus

Friday, January 5, St. John Neumann (M)
 7 a.m. † Dan Riehle by Sherry Schuler
 8 a.m. † Rose Marie Gigliotti by The Wenstrup Family
 11:30 a.m. † Robert McHale by Brother Bruno McHale

Saturday, January 6, Christmas Weekday
 8 a.m. † Dan Riehle by Bill & Becky Karlak
 9 a.m. Peace in the Holy Land (Mass in Arabic)
 11:30 a.m. † John Spilker by Teri & Sal Forlini
 4:30 p.m. † Dave Stricker by John & Joy Belperio

Sunday, January 7, The Epiphany of the Lord (S)
 8 a.m. † Jean L. Ellert by John & Jenny Ward
 10 a.m. † Gary Babcock by Kevin & Anne Lynch
 12 p.m. People of St. Gertrude
 6 p.m. † Jude Lusebrink by The Kellner Family

There will be no confessions on Monday, January 1. Confessions 
will be heard in the church Tuesday-Friday at 4 p.m., Wednesday at 
7:30 p.m., and Saturday at 3:30 p.m.
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THE POWER OF THE ROSARY

“When the Holy Rosary is said well,  
it gives Jesus and Mary more glory and is more 

meritorious than any other prayer.”

– St. Louis de Montfort

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

COVER IMAGE: Holy Family. Fresco from year 1963 by 
Jozef Antal in St. Michael Parish church on August 8, 2013, in 
Sebechleby, Slovakia.

A SUGGESTED MEDITATION 
AS WE BEGIN 2024

Nearly all of us are familiar with the concept 
of “New Year’s Resolutions,” where we look 
ahead to the upcoming year and decide that this 
is the year we are going to eat healthier, spend 
more (some?) time at the gym, stop smoking, 

be more involved in our community, clean the house regularly (or at 
least occasionally), or any of dozens of other good intentions. While not 
spiritual or religious in its origin, if the popular culture has swept you 
up into making some such resolutions, then good for you. I pray the 
Lord gives you perseverance to accomplish whatever good intentions 
the popular culture has inspired you to pursue!

As the last days of 2023 drift into the realm of “last year” and we 
turn the calendars to 2024, I would suggest everyone take some time 
during the upcoming week—as an individual, or perhaps as married 
couples or even whole families together—to prayerfully reflect and 
meditate on this transition from 2023 to 2024, taking time to both 
look back at the past year and forward to the upcoming year. 

What follows below are your pastor’s suggestions for just a few 
questions you might ask and reflect upon if you choose to make 
such a meditation. I would suggest you set aside a block of time, as 
uninterrupted as your state in life might allow, and begin by praying to 
the Holy Spirit to enlighten your mind as you reflect and pray about 
the past year and the upcoming year. You might do all of this in one 
sitting, or perhaps break up this time of prayer and meditation over 
several days. Hopefully doing so will help you to start off the new 
calendar year on a spiritually fruitful note.

Looking Back at 2023
• What are some of the greatest blessings I have experienced 

this past year? Did I recognize those blessings immediately, 
or did it take some time for me to recognize them as 
blessings from God?

• What are the crosses that the Lord has asked me to carry 
this past year? In what ways have other people, and even the 
Lord himself, helped me to carry those crosses? How have I 
grown as a result of carrying those crosses?

• In what ways have each member of my family reflected 
the face of Christ to me this past year? How have my close 
friends done so?

• Who are the new people who have come into my life during 
this past year? In what ways have they been blessings to me?

• Who are the people who have been examples of faith and 
sources of inspiration to me, who have urged me by their 
words and examples to pursue holiness?

• What are the events I have experienced that have helped me 
grow in my faith? Which of our parish centennial events had 
the greatest impact upon me?

Looking Ahead to 2024
• What is the greatest hope I have for myself for 2024 (and 

how might “achieving” this hope, or being granted this hope, 
help me to serve God and my neighbor more faithfully?)

• What is the one sin currently present in my life that I most 
want God’s help overcoming during this next year?

• What is the one virtue I truly hope to grow in during the 
upcoming year?

• Among my family, friends, and acquaintances, who most 
needs my prayers during the months ahead? Who most 
needs my words (whether words of support, encouragement, 
instruction, correction, etc.)? Who most needs my actions?

• What is one concrete change I can make in my life that will 
bring me closer to being the living saint that the Lord has 
created me to be?

God bless, 

Father John Paul Walker, O.P.
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SCHOOL NEWS

TEACHER Q&A 
WITH MRS. ANDREA 
STROPE (LIBRARIAN)
St. Gertrude Bulletin: Why did you 
choose to work at St. Gertrude School?
Mrs. Strope: I chose to work at SGS 
because I wanted to be more involved in 
my parish community. When I saw that the 
school had a job opening, I prayed a novena 

to St. Gertrude for her help in discerning. The answer to this prayer 
was received from the moment I entered the school, as I encountered 
a Christ-centered environment. Moreover, it gave me the opportunity 
to curate a specialized children’s Catholic library and a curriculum 
that fosters a Catholic worldview.

SGB: What is unique about St. Gertrude School?
Mrs. Strope: The most unique part of SGS is our Dominican 
charism which, at the core, is the energetic and purposeful search for 
truth, veritas. With the traditions, values, and ethos of the graced life 
of St. Dominic close at heart, students are immersed in the thoughtful 
exploration of such truths through the pursuit of their academic and 
spiritual life.

SGB: What do you love most about teaching at St. Gertrude School?
Mrs. Strope: What I love most about working at SGS is working 
merely steps away from Jesus fully present in the Eucharist in our 
chapel and that my day is surrounded by our wonderful children and 
our books. It can’t get any better than that!

SGB: Why should a parent consider a St. Gertrude School education?
Mrs. Strope: A parent should consider SGS because it offers 
a Catholic worldview approach to education; at the core of every 
student’s academic experience is the pursuit for Christ through 
fostering a personal relationship with him through sacraments, 
personal prayer, and various opportunities to encounter him fully 
present in the Eucharist at our school’s chapel.

SGB: What are some of your 
hobbies?
Mrs. Strope: In my free time, I 
love to spend my time in Eucharistic 
adoration and with my family. I also 
love to read and collect children’s 
books, especially antique and rare 
books.



4The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph | December 31, 2023

EVANGELIZATION AND FAITH FORMATION

FUN BUNCH RECAP
Thank you to everyone who attended our third Fun Bunch meeting on December 19! It was a fun afternoon with good food, fellowship, 
Christmas music from Christopher Holman (our director of music), and a meditation from Father Joseph Alobaidi, O.P.

All parishioners age 55+ are invited to join us next month on Tuesday, January 23, at 12:15 p.m. in the Parish Center for lunch, fellowship, and 
a presentation by a docent from the Cincinnati Art Museum on Christian art. The Art Museum will be bringing examples of historic Christian 
artwork to St. Gertrude as part of the presentation.
If you plan to attend, please contact Diane Kennedy at (513) 791-6075 or mkennedy06@aol.com so we can get an estimated headcount. We 
hope to see you there!

THE JESSE TREE
This past December, families in our Family Faith program made Jesse Tree ornaments to help prepare for Christmas. The Jesse Tree is 
named after Jesse, the father of King David. As we hear in the genealogy from the Gospels, Jesus is a descendant from David and fulfills the 
prophecies of the Old Testament. Families made an ornament for each day of Advent with an accompanying passage from sacred Scripture 
that details the Old Testament prefigurements and prophecies of the coming of the Messiah, all of which are fulfilled in the person of Jesus. 
It was a great way to prepare our hearts and minds for the Nativity of the Lord!
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PARISH NEWS

PLEASE PRAY FOR . . .
THE SICK:
Linda Burke, Vicki Calonge, Carol Conners, Dan DeBow, Triset 
Defonseka, Lisa Ely, Octavio Flores-Resendiz, Dick Gelhaus, Bob 
Gerwin, Goad Family, Elsa Hall, Hummel Family, Andrea Kattel, 
Aiko Kimura, Diane Kosobud, Ed and Karen Larkin, Kevin Lewis, 
Gertrude Maxwell, Kim McClung, Elaine O’Connell, Sue Paas, Gerry 
Patterson, Gert Patterson, Pegge Schuermann, Richard Seifert, Judy 
Sullivan, Jim Tappel, Naoma Thomas, Debbie Van Hise, Brigitte 
Vielhauer, Kerry Walden, and Viktor & Mary Wilhelmy

THOSE IN THE ARMED FORCES:
Patrick Burke, Gabe Dorsey, Jacob Dorsey, Curtis Flores, Luis Flores, 
Jr., Cole Foster, Kyle Foster, Dominic Geraci, Daniel Holian, Mike 
Huber, Aaron Jacobson, Jacob Kramb, John Kramb, Kelly Leugers, 
Dominic Lloyd, Seth McGann, John Murdock, Jr., John Oscar, Sarah 
Ries, Dan Roseman, Andrew Shannon, Ian Tester, and Gus Voto

THE RECENTLY DECEASED:
† All Our Beloved Dead

LET US PRAY

WE’RE HIRING
Are you passionate about forming teens in the Catholic faith? Do you 
have experience leading teams and empowering others? You could be 
our coordinator of youth ministry! View the full job description and 
apply at stgertrude.org/employment.

MASS FOR PEACE IN JERUSALEM
Please join us and Father Joseph Alobaidi, O.P., for a special Mass 
offered for peace in the Holy Land next Saturday, January 6, at 9 a.m. 
The Mass will be celebrated in Arabic and end by reciting the Hail 
Mary in Aramaic, the language of the Mother of God. Even though 
you may not speak Arabic or Aramaic, the Mass is the same regardless 
of the language in which it is celebrated. Handouts will be provided.

CENTENNIAL ORNAMENT—OUR 
CHRISTMAS GIFT TO YOU
If you were at any of our Christmas Masses, your family should have 
received a centennial ornament—our Christmas gift to you. If your 
household did not get an ornament, you can stop by the parish office 
to get one or ask Father John Paul, Father Joachim, or Father Luke for 
one after any of the daily or Sunday Masses.

K-2 BASKETBALL 
INSTRUCTIONAL SKILLS 
PROGRAM REGISTRATION
Is your son or daughter interested in learning 
basketball basics? Sign him or her up for our 

Basketball Instructional Skills program! This program will teach 
children ball handling, shooting form, rebounding, and footwork—
all in a fun environment! The program begins Sunday, January 7, 
2024, and runs for 12 consecutive Sundays. Registration ends today, 
December 31, 2023! Scan the QR code to learn more and sign up.

IMPORTANT PRESENTATION 
REGARDING MISCARRIAGE 
AND STILLBIRTH
St. Gertrude Parish’s Respect Life Ministry is hosting an event for 
Heaven’s Gain Ministries on Thursday, January 11, at 7 p.m. in the 
St. Gertrude Parish gym. Donna Marie Murphy, executive director 
of Heaven’s Gain Ministries, will give an important presentation on 
why and how we need to help families who experience miscarriage or 
stillbirth. This presentation is for parents who have had a loss and want 
to help others; those in bereavement ministries, moms’ ministries, 
dads’ ministries, pro-life ministries, and Stephen ministries; priests, 
deacons, seminarians; and anyone else who wants to help. To RSVP 
or request more information, please contact heavensgain.staff@
gmail.com or call (513) 607-6083. An RSVP is not necessary, but it is 
preferred. There is no cost to attend.

SPECIAL INTENTION FOR HOLY HOUR
Our regular Holy Hour at 7:30 p.m. on Wednesday, January 10, will 
be for the special intention of all those who came to St. Gertrude 
Parish for Mass this Christmas season who are distant from the 
Church or no longer actively practicing. We pray that they might be 
inspired by the joy of the nativity of Jesus to return to their true home. 
There will be a prayer intentions book available in which you can 
write the names of loved ones, friends, and people you know whom 
you would like us to specifically pray for their return to the Church. 
The evening will also include preaching from one of the friars, and 
confessions will be heard as usual.

TOURNAMENT CHAMPS! 

The St. Gertrude Parish 7th/8th grade girls basketball team ended 2023 
by winning the St. Bernadette Christmas Tournament on December 
27 and currently are 7-0 in GCCYS league play! Congratulations, 
Bulldogs!
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COMMUNITY NEWS

LADIES OF CHARITY SHARING VAN
The weekend of January 6 and 7, 2024, the Ladies of Charity will 
be collecting monetary donations (cash and/or check) for Bethany 
House, an agency that empowers homeless and at-risk families with 
solutions to achieve housing stability and long-term self-sufficiency. 
The money collected will help Bethany House provide each client 
family an “Exit Basket” containing household goods as they start a 
new life in more stable housing. Donations can be dropped off at the 
white van in the parking lot. Thank you for your generous support! 
If you have any questions about Bethany House or Ladies of Charity, 
please call Jean Wilkinson at (513) 498-5085.

LADIES OF CHARITY MEETING
The Ladies of Charity will hold an organizational meeting at 10 a.m. 
on January 13, 2024, in the Parish Center St. Joseph Room to discuss 
plans for the coming year. Any interested Catholic woman is welcome 
to attend. Dues of $13 and service hours will be collected from 
current members at the meeting—please plan on attending. If you 
have any questions regarding our organization or the meeting, please 
contact Jean Wilkinson at (513) 498-5085.

CHRISTMAS NATIVITIES AT 
MARIA STEIN SHRINE
From now through January 10, 2024, the Maria Stein Shrine will 
again be hosting a Nativity Exhibit. View more than 60 nativity sets 
and see how the simple scene of Christ in the manger with Mary and 
Joseph has been interpreted in many cultures over the years. Bring 
the whole family for this wonderful reminder of the reason for the 
season. The exhibit is free and open to the public during the normal 
Shrine hours (Monday through Thursday 9:30 a.m. to 6 p.m., Friday 
and Saturday 9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m., and 12 to 4 pm on Sunday). The 
Shrine is closed December 31 and January 1. 

BEING PREPARED IS EVERYTHING
Learning, planning, and being prepared is part of life. Gate of Heaven 
Cemetery is here to help you understand Church teachings so that 
planning end-of-life decisions can be made with peace of mind. Attend 
a complimentary pre-planning seminar at Gate of Heaven Cemetery 
on Tuesday, January 23, at 11 a.m., 2 p.m., or 6 p.m. Please RSVP to 
community@gateofheaven.org or (513) 489-0300, and let us know 
how many family and friends will be coming with you, what parish 
you are from, and which seminar you plan to attend. The seminar will 
be in the St. Peter’s Chapel (11000 Montgomery Road, Cincinnati, 
OH 45249).

THE CHURCH IN DIALOGUE
Glenmary Home Missioners is pleased to partner with The Church in 
Dialogue to host a theological discussion on the topic of justification. 
Taking place on January 12 at 7 p.m. at the Cathedral Basilica of 
St. Peter in Chains, this gathering will include theologians from the 
Reformed, Lutheran, and Catholic traditions to discuss the topic and 
to seek to foster greater understanding on a point that has brought 
much division throughout the centuries. More information and 
registration can be found at fb.me/e/6ogtoiztG.

WWME AT OUR LADY 
OF THE HOLY SPIRIT CENTER
Looking for the perfect Christmas gift for your spouse? Would you 
like to resolve to improve your relationship and communication in 
2024? Give the gift of yourself, better communication, and more 
romance with a Worldwide Marriage Encounter Experience. The 
WWME Experience is a weekend to be alone with your spouse to 
energize your relationship and communication in 2024. The next 
Marriage Encounter Weekend Experience is February 16-18, 2024, 
at Our Lady of the Holy Spirit Center, right here in Cincinnati! Sign 
up today at esharing.org/applyWeekend.php. If you have any questions 
or need more details, contact Andy or Melanie Reinersman at  
(859) 653-8464, application@esharing.org, or visit esharing.org.

LEARN, LIVE, AND LOVE YOUR FAITH
You can hear the most sought-after Catholic speakers and authors 
anytime, anywhere—just scan this QR code to download the free 
Sacred Heart Radio app. No radio required! Your local Catholic 
media connection, Sacred Heart Radio, helps you learn, live, and love 
your faith every hour of every day.

2024 CINCINNATI MEN’S CONFERENCE
Christian men are called to be leaders when times get tough. At 
the Cincinnati Men’s Leadership Conference on Saturday, January 
20, 2024, Father Nathan Cromly will show you how to succeed in 
leading the culture of your family and your career by using your God-
given power to aspire for greatness. This framework will provide the 
foundation for action as you become the leader you are called to be 
in your family, in your workplace, and in our culture. The day will 
include inspiring presentations from Father Nathan, fellowship and 
discussion with Catholic leaders in the community, reconciliation,  
adoration, Mass (non-vigil), prayer time, continental breakfast, 
catered boxed lunch, drinks, and snacks. Learn more and register at 
https://bit.ly/48vPzec.
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HOLY TEACHING

ASK A PRIEST—SOULS OF 
THOSE BEFORE CHRIST
FATHER DAVID ENDRES, PROFESSOR 
AT MOUNT ST. MARY’S SEMINARY & 
SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY

Q: What does the Church believe happened 
to the souls of those who lived before Christ?
A: Many presume that those souls who lived 

before Jesus had no opportunity to attain heaven, but the Catholic 
Church teaches that salvation is a gift from God offered to all people. 
Those who lived before the coming of Christ were able to attain 
salvation by their faith in God’s promises and by their responses to 
Jesus when He preached to them in the realm of the dead.

The People of the Covenant
In the Old Testament, God made a covenant with Abraham, promising 
to be the God of his descendants and to bless all nations through 
them. This promise was fulfilled in the person of Jesus Christ, the 
“Lord of Life” and the savior of the Jews and Gentiles. 
The Church believes that the Old Testament patriarchs and prophets, 
such as Abraham, Moses and Elijah, were saved by their faith in 
obedience to God’s promises and obedience to God’s commands. As 
we read in the Book of Genesis, Abraham “put his faith in the Lord, 
who attributed it to him as an act of righteousness” (15:6). God’s 
grace was at work in their lives, enabling them to respond in faith. 
This is why the Church venerates the saints of the Old Testament as 
heroes of the faith and examples of obedience of God.

The Abode of the Dead
In the Apostles’ Creed, we proclaim that after His crucifixion, Jesus 
“descended into hell.” This phrase is often a source of confusion, 
leading some to believe that Jesus raised the damned. But “hell” in 
this context is different: it is the abode of the dead (Sheol in Hebrew 
or Hades in Greek). 
In this so-called hell, all are deprived of the vision of God—but 
not necessarily for eternity. Rather, in this abode of the dead, souls 
awaited the Redeemer, and the just responded to his call to salvation: 
“Jesus did not descend into hell to deliver the damned, nor to destroy 
the hell of damnation, but to free the just who had gone before him” 
(Catechism of the Catholic Church, 633).

Salvation Through Christ
Even for those who lived centuries before Jesus, their salvation is from 
Him. The saints in the abode of the dead were saved by divine grace 
and their response of faith to Jesus, not by their pre-Christian religious 
observance. As St. Peter writes in his first epistle: “The gospel was 
preached even to the dead” (4:6). In going to the dead, Jesus brought 
the message of salvation to fulfillment. All—from the beginning of 
time—have the opportunity for redemption. Jesus’ descent to the 
dead was the last phase of His mission, which, though “condensed in 

time [is] vast in its real significance” (CCC, 634). Christ’s redemptive 
work spread to all humanity—peoples of every age, language, religion 
and place. 

The Souls of the Just
Christ’s descent to the dead reminds us that just men and women 
have lived throughout history. As we hear in a passage from the Book 
of Wisdom, which is often proclaimed at funerals: “The souls of the 
just are in the hand of God, and no torment shall touch them . . . They 
are in peace” (3:1, 3). 
Those who lived before Christ had the opportunity for redemption 
when Jesus descended into the realm of the dead. This act is 
considered the fulfillment of the Gospel message and the completion 
of Jesus’ redemptive work, extending salvation even to those who 
lived before His time on earth.

Father David J. Endres, a priest of the Archdiocese of Cincinnati, is academic 
dean of the Athenaeum of Ohio and professor of Church history and historical 
theology at Mount St. Mary’s Seminary and School of Theology. He holds a 
doctoral degree from the Catholic University of America, Washington, D.C., 
and is editor of the scholarly quarterly U.S. Catholic Historian. In addition, 
Father Endres is a regular contributor to The Catholic Telegraph.
This article is in the November 2023 edition of The Catholic Telegraph 
Magazine and is reprinted here with permission. For your complimentary 
subscription, visit thecatholictelegraph.com. 
Have a question about faith, life, theology, the Church, or something else? 
Submit your question to bulletin@stgertrude.org for one of our Dominican 
friars, brothers, or sisters; experts; or theologians to answer in an upcoming 
bulletin.
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Monday,
January 1

Tuesday,
January 2

Wednesday,
January 3

Thursday,
January 4

Friday,
January 5

Saturday,
January 6

Sunday,
January 7

St. Gertrude 
School  

No School

St. Gertrude 
School  

No School

St. Gertrude 
School  

No School

Cana Family – 
Year 3
9:30 a.m.
St. Dominic Lobby

Walking with 
Purpose Bible 
Study 
8:30 a.m.
St. Dominic Lobby

Las Guadalupanas
9 a.m.
St. Joseph Room

LofC Bethany 
House Collection
After 8, 10, & 12 
Masses
Sharing Van

Adoration Chapel 
Closed

Evangelization 
Team Meeting 
7 p.m.
Classroom 15

CGS Level 1, 2 & 3 
3:45 p.m.
Atrium I & II,  
School Music Room

CGS Level 1 
11 a.m.
Atrium I & II

LofC Bethany 
House Collection
After 4:30 p.m. Mass
Sharing Van

Rosary Sales
After 8, 10, & 12 
Masses
St. Dominic Lobby

Parish Office 
Closed

Holy Hour with 
Confessions
7:30 p.m.
Church

CGS Parent Group 
Meeting
11 a.m.
St. Joseph Room

CGS Classes
8:30 a.m., 10 a.m. & 
11:30 a.m.
Atrium I & II

KofC Business 
Meeting
7 p.m.
Knights of Columbus 
Hall

Family Faith – 
Parent & Child 
Session
10 a.m. & 11:30 a.m.
School Cafeteria

Parish Choir
7 p.m.
PC Choir Room

Baptisms
1:15 p.m.
Church

L’alto: HS Kick-off 
& Parent Session
7 p.m.
Parish Center

WEEK AHEAD

INTERESTED IN JOINING ST. GERTRUDE CHURCH? 
We would love to welcome you into our parish family! Visit stgertrude.org/register to fill out a new parishioner 
registration form. You can also find paper copies of the registration form in the church and the parish office. We look 
forward to meeting you!

Please submit your Mass announcements and bulletin articles to  
bulletin@stgertrude.org.

BULLETIN

1/14/23

MATERIALS DUE

1/3/23

BULLETIN DEADLINE

OFFERING
St. Gertrude Parish Weekly Collection  

and Budget Report
Collection for December 24

COLLECTION NOT AVAILABLE  
AT TIME OF PRINTING

STAY INFORMED ON PRO-LIFE ISSUES
Want to get more involved in pro-life ministry or simply want to be 
more in the know? Email stgertrudeprolife@gmail.com to be added to 
the St. Gertrude Respect Life Ministry email list.

 INTERESTED IN BECOMING CATHOLIC?
Contact Tyler Castrucci at tcastrucci@stgertrude.org or Father 
Luke VanBerkum at frluke@stgertrude.org to learn more about our 
Become Catholic (RCIA) program and get your questions answered.

SUPPORT FOR MISCARRIAGE
Have you experienced a miscarriage? You are 
not alone. Heaven’s Gain Ministries is here 

to provide for the physical, emotional, and spiritual needs of families 
experiencing pregnancy loss. Call Heaven's Gain at (513) 607-6083 
for support, or visit HeavensGain.org for more information. 
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Parish Staff
Father John Paul Walker, O.P., pastor
Father Joachim Kenney, O.P., parochial vicar
Father Luke VanBerkum, O.P., parochial vicar

Dominican Friars in Residence
Father John Langlois, O.P., prior
Father Joseph Alobaidi, O.P.
Father John Corbett, O.P.
Father Darren Pierre, O.P., novice master

St. Gertrude School – (513) 561-8020
Principal – Sister Mary Agnes Greiffendorf, O.P. ext 1101
Vice Principal – Mr. Travis Johnson ext 1101
PTO President – Ashlee Wooten ashleebwot@hotmail.com
School Advisory Council

Office of Administration – (513) 561-5954
Receptionists – Susan Kane & Teri Forlini parishoffice@stgertrude.org
Business Manager – Don Regan businessmanager@stgertrude.org
Business Office Admin Assistant – Emma Golias egolias@stgertrude.org
Bereavement ext 2101
Bulletin Editor bulletin@stgertrude.org
Director of Music – Christopher Holman  cholman@stgertrude.org 
Safe Environment Coordinator – Emma Golias egolias@stgertrude.org

Office of Evangelization & Faith Formation – (513) 561-5954
Director of Evangelization & Faith Formation – 
 Walter Plummer wplummer@stgertrude.org
Coordinator of Catechesis of the Good Shepherd –
 Mary Beth Thiemann mbthiemann@stgertrude.org
Coordinator of Adult Evangelization – 
 Tyler Castrucci tcastrucci@stgertrude.org
Director of Communications – 
 Michelle Dushensky mdushensky@stgertrude.org
Office Coordinator – Kristen Eggers kristen@stgertrude.org

Corporal Works of Mercy
Helping Hands (Funeral Reception Ministry) –  
 Nancy Lucas stgerthh@gmail.com
Knights of Columbus – Pete Marcello grandknight@elderkofc.org
Ladies of Charity – Jean Wilkinson jeanhwilkinson@gmail.com
Parish Health Ministry – Jeanne Palcic jpalcic@fuse.net
Pregnancy Center East (for all pregnancy needs) (513) 321-3100
Soup Kitchen – Andy Cordier soupkitchen@stgertrude.org
St. Vincent de Paul Society – Jennifer Mansfield (513) 561-5954, ext 2112

Vocations Directors
Archdiocese of Cincinnati – Father Dan Schmitmeyer (513) 421-3131
Dominican Friars –Father Mario Calabrese, O.P. DominicanFriars.org
Nashville Dominican Sisters – Sister Mara Grace, O.P. (615) 256-5486

DIRECTORY

Spiritual Works of Mercy
Circle of Prayer – Barbara Rose prayercirclesg@gmail.com
Communion to Sick – Judy Hartmann jhartma2002@yahoo.com
Eucharistic Adoration adoration@stgertrude.org
Natural Family Planning – Jenna Bernardo nfp@stgertrude.org
Pastoral Council – Ryan Schilling rryanschilling@gmail.com
Prayer Ministry for the Dying – Pat Collins (513) 265-1897
Respect Life – Lisa Campbell lisaredig61@gmail.com
Rosary Making – Larry Ball (513) 831-8572
Unbound (Ministry of Forgiveness and Healing) – 
 Nealy Mechley (513) 505-1740

Liturgical Ministries
Parish Choir – Christopher Holman  cholman@stgertrude.org 
Contemporary Music Ensemble – Paul Kindt pkindt@zoomtown.com
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion frluke@stgertrude.org
Resurrection Choir – Marty Cunningham martyc.music@gmail.com
The St. Anne and the Child Mary Guild –
 Ann McCormick ann.mccormick@ymail.com
Sons of St. Joseph (Altar Servers) pxaw@hotmail.com
Ushers – Douglas Postler postman8905@gmail.com
Viri Selecti – Ben Hoffmann pxaw@hotmail.com
Youth Choir – Christopher Holman  cholman@stgertrude.org 

Spiritual Groups
Angelic Warfare Confraternity – (513) 561-5954
Benedictine Oblates – Mark Milliron mmilliron@fastmail.com
CANA Family For Mothers –
 Anita Pappalardo pappacinci@gmail.com
Catholic Men’s Fellowship – Stan Lloyd stan.lloyd@gmail.com
Confraternity of the Most Holy Rosary –
 Brian Zappia brian.zappia@gmail.com
Dominican Laity (Bishop Fenwick) –
 Mrs. Joan Ratajczak, O.P. jsratajczak@gmail.com
Dominican Laity (Our Lady of Peace) –
 Mr. Fred Thomas, O.P. stgertrude.org/ourladyofpeace
Healing Rosary – Cindy Hertzel (513) 368-8941
Moms of Special Needs Support Group –
 Laura Nanista laura_nanista@outlook.com
Seasons of Hope – Cindy Hertzel (513) 368-8941
True Devotion to Mary – Anne Collins acollins4mary@aol.com
Walking with Purpose Bible Study (Women) –  
 Martha Thompson wwp.st.gertrude@gmail.com

Parish Groups
Athletic Boosters – Rob Gruber rlgruber5@gmail.com
Boy Scouts – Rob Schuette (513) 333-0040
Cub Scouts – Matt Frye (574) 529-0427
Garden Club  parishoffice@stgertrude.org
Lenten Fish Fry – Rob Mancini rbmancini73@gmail.com
Little Flower Library – Susan Santos susansantos2@gmail.com
Parish Coffee – Mark Findley mark.findley@epilepsy-ohio.org
Seniors’ Fun Bunch – Tyler Castrucci tcastrucci@stgertrude.org
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Planning your next party just became a breeze! Call us to 
help you customize a menu that will bring your vision to 
life while respecting your budget and honoring your dietary 
needs. We specialize in weddings, corporate functions and 
social events and are preferred catering partners with many 
local venues. Best of all, we are right in your neighborhood! 
Call today to check one more task off your list!

513-873-3900 • www.baileyfamilycatering.com

G
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KLEKAMP PAVING
Asphalt Paving

Patching
Asphalt

Sealcoating
513-561-4600

www.klekamp.com

6403 Madison, Madisonville • 271-1570 
1793 Ohio Pike, Amelia • 797-4888

Now 2 Locations!

ROYALMONT ACADEMY
200 Northcrest Drive, Mason, OH

Catholic Preschool • High School • Full and 1/2 day Preschool 
Open House – Nov. 15, 5-7:30 pm

513-754-0555 • www.Royalmont.org

MILFORD
Body Shop Direct Call

831-5460

CASTRUCCI
COLLISION

AHP Anderson Hills Plumbing
Residential – Commercial – FREE ESTIMATES

Over 69 Years Experience & Satisfaction
Ernie, Jack, Ralph & Barb Vilardo

6229 Beechmont Avenue  513-232-3821

ERIC D. BENDER
Attorney at Law

Moeller (1984)
University of Notre Dame (1988)

U.C. Law (1991)
Family Law • Wills & Probate

Lawsuits • Guardianship
Adoption

(513) 891-5630
9764 Kenwood Road in Blue Ash

Visa/Mastercard Accepted

7319 Columbia Road
Garden Center 
& Landscaping

398-1008
www.sharonnursery.com

19 years in Business • Call 513-321-4444

• Cincinnati’s first Joint Commissioned Private 
Duty Company

• 3 full-time nurses on staff for caregiver 
supervision and emergency consultation

• Specialized and Trained for Parkinson’s and 
Dementia Care

• 24/7 and Live-In specialists, but also offer 4 
hour minimum care

Area’s Oldest Death Care Leader Area’s Oldest Death Care Leader 
StrawserFuneralHome.comStrawserFuneralHome.com

513-791-7203513-791-7203

Meet Eli and Bennett, our two Meet Eli and Bennett, our two 
fur-children! We understand how fur-children! We understand how 

much pets mean to people, and we much pets mean to people, and we 
are proud to offer pet death care to are proud to offer pet death care to 
the area with the same dignity that the area with the same dignity that 

we show for all we serve!we show for all we serve!

Skyline Chili, Loveland Ohio 10640 Loveland 
Madeira Rd. Bring this bulletin to receive a 

FREE Cheese Coney 
With the Purchase of a (3,4,5) Way

Feeling good, it’s Skyline Time!

For all your real estate needs please contact 
me, a faithful and hard-working St. Gertrude 

parishioner and professional realtor.

CAROLYN TRAUTH 
Realtor 

513-706-4239
www.sibcycline.com/ctrauth

Jason and RhondaJason and Rhonda

Servicing Maderia 
and Indian Hill since 1979

Jim Volz
CPA & Trusted

Advisor
794-1551.com

9900 Carver Rd., Blue Ash

General Contractors and Land Development Company

James W. Logeman, D.D.S., M.S.

ORTHODONTICS

Mason | 398.0133
318 Reading Rd

Kenwood | 791.0260
5240 E Galbraith Rd

ORTHODUDE.COM

James W. Logeman, D.D.S., M.S.

ORTHODONTICS

Mason | 398.0133
318 Reading Rd

Kenwood | 791.0260
5240 E Galbraith Rd

ORTHODUDE.COM

Castellum Financial 
Advice 

Robert L. Franer III, AAMS® 
513-434-3583 (C)

rroobbeerrtt@@ccaasstteelllluummffiinnaanncciiaallaaddvviiccee..ccoomm
ccaasstteelllluummffiinnaanncciiaallaaddvviiccee..ccoomm

Parishioner & Founding Member 
of The Catholic Financial Planners Network

Securities offered through LPL Financial, a Registered 
Investment Advisor, member FINRA/SIPC
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Parishioner & Founding Member 
of The Catholic Financial Planners Network

Securities offered through LPL Financial, a Registered 
Investment Advisor, member FINRA/SIPC
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Robert L. Franer III, AAMS® 
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Parishioner & Founding Member 
of The Catholic Financial Planners Network

Securities offered through LPL Financial, a Registered 
Investment Advisor, member FINRA/SIPC

Castellum Financial 
Advice 

Robert L. Franer III, AAMS® 
513-434-3583 (C)

rroobbeerrtt@@ccaasstteelllluummffiinnaanncciiaallaaddvviiccee..ccoomm
ccaasstteelllluummffiinnaanncciiaallaaddvviiccee..ccoomm

Parishioner & Founding Member 
of The Catholic Financial Planners Network

Securities offered through LPL Financial, a Registered 
Investment Advisor, member FINRA/SIPC Amy Resch – 513-436-4690

Enjoy 
outdoor living

all summer long!

Megie Funeral Home & Crematory
Caring for families through life’s most difficult time with care and compassion

 529 Main Street Milford, OH 45150 104 Spice Street Mt. Orab, OH 45154

 (513) 831-3134 (937) 444-2677
www.megiefuneralhome.com

We offer onsite crematory, traditional funeral services, and funeral pre-planning

(513) 621-1123 • litwins.com

TO ADVERTISE HERE, CALL

DEE PRINTING
1-800-292-9020

Spruce Home Services
Window Cleaning 

Pressure Washing and More! 
Family Owned

spruceservices.com • 513-278-8438
info@spruceservices.com

LIFE INSURANCE | DISABILITY INCOME INSURANCE | LONG-TERM CARE INSURANCE | RETIREMENT ANNUITIES

Contact me today
to learn more:
Apply today.
kofc.org/careers

Find freedom and flexibility in your career. Become a Knights of Columbus insurance agent.

Find freedom and flexibility 
in your career

Become a Knights of Columbus 
insurance agent.

LIFE INSURANCE | DISABILITY INCOME INSURANCE 
LONG-TERM CARE INSURANCE 

RETIREMENT ANNUITIES

Contact me today 
to learn more: 
Apply today.
kofc.org/careers

Jason Staas
General Agent
800-484-0304
JASON.STAAS@KOFC.ORG

Find freedom and flexibility 
in your career

Become a Knights of Columbus 
insurance agent.

LIFE INSURANCE | DISABILITY INCOME INSURANCE 
LONG-TERM CARE INSURANCE 

RETIREMENT ANNUITIES

Contact me today 
to learn more: 
Apply today.
kofc.org/careers

Jason Staas
General Agent
800-484-0304
JASON.STAAS@KOFC.ORG

Find freedom and flexibility 
in your career

Become a Knights of Columbus 
insurance agent.

LIFE INSURANCE | DISABILITY INCOME INSURANCE 
LONG-TERM CARE INSURANCE 

RETIREMENT ANNUITIES

Contact me today 
to learn more: 
Apply today.
kofc.org/careers

Jason Staas
General Agent
800-484-0304
JASON.STAAS@KOFC.ORG

Jason Staas  General Agent 
800-484-0304 • jason.staas@Kofc.org
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beatrice
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT

TIM BEATRICE
513-254-5620
timbeatrice5@yahoo.com

Knights of Columbus
Archbishop Elder Council

Email grandknight@elderkofc.org
Join today. kofc.org/joinus

Jeff Woodward, Parishioner   513-247-9241
Celebrating 30 years in business

www.wciconstruction.com

Woodward Construction, Inc.

Kitchen & Bath
Remodeling

Kinsella
561-5285

7880 Camargo Rd.
kinsellakitchens.com

Dr. Frederick A. Heiselman
General • Implant
Dentistry

Parishioner
513-561-8600
7140 Miami Ave.,Ste. 201

fheiselmandds.com

GILSON’S
ENGRAVING

ELEGANT GIFTS

Engraved gifts for all occasionsEngraved gifts for all occasions

7116 Miami Ave.

891-0730
www.gilsonsonline.com
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Chuck Borchers
REALTOR, Parishioner

513-335-4039
charles.borchers@gmail.com
chuckborchershomes.com

Accepting New Patients

Dr. Eleanor Endres Parishioner
513-791-8880 

www.endresdentistry.com
“Oral Health is the Gateway 

to Healthy Living”

LANDSCAPE SPECIALISTS, INC.
Hardscape Landscape
• Walkways & Patios • Installations
• Driveways • Renovations
• Retaining Walls • Maintenance
• Drainage Systems • Snow Clearing

Quality Service for Over 35 years

396-6400
Ed Witte, Parishioner

WITTEWITTE

Kitchens • Bathrooms
Room Additions

Screen & Covered Porches
Lower Levels & Basements

513.492.8429
7264 Columbia Rd., Ste. 600, Maineville

www.PenderyConstruction.com

HYDE PARK
PAINTING

and
CARPENTRY
321-4100

Remodeling 
Roofing/Gutters • Concrete 

Plumbing/Electric
Drywall • Int./Ext. Painting

Your Complete Home 
Repair Company

Keith D. Jackson DDS
Laura K. Jackson DDS

7113 Miami Avenue 
Madeira, OH 45243
Tel: (513) 561-5318

TOTAL LIFE SAFETY, LLC
Commercial Fire Protection Services

Fire Extinguisher/ Exit Lights/Fire Alarm
Sprinkler/Backflow/Special Hazard

866-955-2318

Walter St. Clair RoofingWalter St. Clair Roofing
Serving Cincinnati Since 1923

Roofing & Sheet Metal Work
Slate & Tile Repair

Box Gutters & Seamless Gutters
Jerry St. Clair, pariShioner           641-3265

GEO. H. ROHDE & SON
Funeral HomeFuneral Home

Since 1910
3183 Linwood Ave., Mt. Lookout Sq.3183 Linwood Ave., Mt. Lookout Sq.

Serving Eastern Hills, Mt. Lookout & Hyde ParkServing Eastern Hills, Mt. Lookout & Hyde Park
513-321-0404513-321-0404

www.rohdefuneral.comwww.rohdefuneral.com
Directors: Steve Rohde, Denise Mercier Directors: Steve Rohde, Denise Mercier 

& Darrell Schneider& Darrell Schneider

94c/81m/40y/32k

1c/75m/99y/0k

Family Owned
& Operated

Established 1877

8225 Montgomery Rd
Cincinnati, Ohio 45236

513-891-8373
Peter J. Gilligan, Sr.

INDEPENDENT LIVING
ASSISTED LIVING • MEMORY CARE

7650 CAMARGO ROAD • MADEIRA, OH 45243
513-422-5499 • WWW.TRADITIONSATCAMARGO.COM

Monika
DeRoussel

Let’s make it happen!

Your gateway to Luxury

(531) 289-1039

monika@deroussel.com

deroussel.com

Blue Ash/Hyde Park/Mason/West Chester 

(513) 275-7000 

Kristina Markiewicz
Suite 130, 12500 Reed Hartman Highway 
Cincinnati, OH 45241 
B 513-387-0489 I C SOS-463-8966
kristina.markiewicz@mwarep.org

(513)
407-8998

THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY, AND JOSEPH  |  DECEMBER 31, 2023 

Holy Family
SOLEMNITY OF THE 


