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beatrice
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT

TIM BEATRICE
Parishioner

513-254-5620
timbeatrice5@yahoo.com

Knights of Columbus
Archbishop Elder Council

elderkofc.org
Join today.

Visit kofc.org/joinus

Jeff Woodward, Parishioner   513-247-9241
Celebrating 30 years in business

www.wciconstruction.com

Woodward Construction, Inc.

Kinsella

Kitchen & Bath
Remodeling

561-5285
7880 Camargo Rd.

kinsellakitchens.com

Dr. Frederick A. Heiselman
General • Implant

Dentistry
Parishioner

513-561-8600
7140 Miami Ave., 

Ste. 201
fheiselmandds.com

GILSON’S
ENGRAVING

ELEGANT GIFTS

Engraved gifts for all occasionsEngraved gifts for all occasions

7116 Miami Ave.

891-0730
www.gilsonsonline.com
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Chuck Borchers
REALTOR, Parishioner

513-335-4039
charles.borchers@gmail.com
www.chuckborchers.com

Accepting New 
Patients

Dr. Eleanor Endres
Parishioner

513-791-8880 • www.endresdentistry.com
“Oral Health is the Gateway to Healthy Living”

KENWOOD, 7500 MONTGOMERY RD.

513-791-5353
MADISONVILLE, 4418 WHETSEL AVENUE

513-271-0732

Thomas-Justin
Funeral Homes, Inc.
Four Generations of Family Service 

to the Community

OH HVAC Lic. #30854 KY HVAC Lic. M04694
OH Plumbing Lic. #46270

Process
Construction

MECHANICAL CONTRACTOR

Specializing in Piping, HVAC/R,  
Plumbing & Service • Commercial & Industrial

www.processconstruction.com
(513) 251-2211   1421 Queen City Avenue

LANDSCAPE SPECIALISTS, INC.

Hardscape Landscape
• Walkways & Patios • Installations
• Driveways • Renovations
• Retaining Walls • Maintenance
• Drainage Systems Snow Clearing

Quality Service for Over 30 years

396-6400
Ed Witte, Parishioner

WITTEWITTE

Kitchens • Bathrooms

Room Additions

Screen & Covered Porches

Lower Levels & Basements

513.492.8429
7264 Columbia Rd., Ste. 600, Maineville

www.PenderyConstruction.com

HYDE PARK
PAINTING

and
CARPENTRY
321-4100

Remodeling 
Roofing/Gutters • Concrete 

Plumbing/Electric
Drywall • Int./Ext. Painting
Your Complete Home 

Repair Company

LARRY’S 
LOCK, SAFE &  

SECURITY CENTER 
 

791-9163 
 
 
 
 

8005 Plainfield Road 
Cincinnati, OH 45236 

Larry’s
LOCK, SAFE & 

SECURITY CENTER

791-9163

8005 Plainfield Road
Cincinnati, OH 45236

513-396-7446 
fastsigns.com/352

3248 Highland Avenue,  
Cincinnati, OH 45213

Madeira Owned

Let’s make it happen!®

Monika DeRoussel
mderoussel@hotmail.com REALTOR®

513-289-1039

Gilligan Funeral Homes
Established 1877

8225 Montgomery Road • 891-8373
Traditional & Cremation Services

www.gilliganfuneralhomes.com

513-472-1985
www.bestplumbercincinnati.com

$25 OFF with this Ad

Jim Volz
CPA & Trusted

Advisor
794-1551.com

9900 Carver Rd., Blue Ash

Parishioner since 2000

513-561-2400
Stephen K. Shaw   (513) 673-8258
skshawlaw@gmail.com I skshawlaw.com
8157 Camargo Rd., Madeira, OH 45243

WILLS I TRUSTS I PROBATE

Keith D. Jackson DDS
Laura K. Jackson DDS

7113 Miami Avenue Madeira, OH 45243
Tel: (513) 561-5318

March 7, 2021 

6543 Miami Ave., Cincinnati, OH 45243 | (513) 561-5954 | www.stgertrude.org6543 Miami Ave., Cincinnati, OH 45243 | (513) 561-5954 | www.stgertrude.org

TREE TRIMMING 
& REMOVAL

Joe Semrad III, Local Resident 
Certified Arborist

513-631-4442
ScapesOhio.com

Since 1987
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MASSES AND CONFESSIONS AT ST. GERTRUDE

Parish Office Hours
Monday-Friday: 8:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
School Office Hours
Monday-Friday: 7:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 
Church Hours
Every day: 7:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m.

Parish Office Info

NOMINATIONS FOR PASTORAL COUNCIL OF ST. GERTRUDE
It is time once again to seek nominations for open positions on the Pastoral Council of St. Gertrude. The coun-
cil represents the people of the parish and serves as a consultative body to the pastor. Council members are 
selected from among registered adults (age 21 or over) who have been parishioners for at least one year. The 
Council meets the fourth Monday of the month during the school year. Please consider nominating yourself 
or someone you feel may be called to this important ministry. Please do not nominate someone without first 
speaking with them.

Nominations will be accepted up to March 8th, 2021.

Submit nominations using the form below. Drop in the collection basket or bring/send to the parish office. 
6543 Miami Avenue, Cincinnati, OH 45243
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
I would like to nominate the following parishioner for consideration for St. Gertrude Parish Pastoral Council.

Name:_________________________________________________________________________

Contact Information: Telephone #_________________Email Address:_________________________

This person is being nominated by:_____________________________________________________

Monday, March 8, Lenten Weekday
 7:00 a.m. †Jack Schuler/Tom & Christin Spurr
 8:00 a.m. †Margaret Eckenrode/Terry Overbey
 11:30 a.m. †Deceased Members of the Dominican Order
Tuesday, March 9, Lenten Weekday
 7:00 a.m. †Pat Keeler/Steve Bay
 8:00 a.m. †Suzanne Stegman/Gary & Denise Crouch
 11:30 a.m. †Betty Schirmer Miller/Nancy & Scott Wallace
Wednesday, March 10, Lenten Weekday
 7:00 a.m. John Spilker/Lisa & James Bertke
 8:00 a.m. †Elmer William Gardner/Heidi & Ron 
 11:30 a.m. †Lucy Tran/Thien Cao
Thursday, March 11, Lenten Weekday
 7:00 a.m. †Rosemary Quinlan/Dennis Schone
 8:00 a.m. †Claire Wolcott/Bob & Jan Tribbe
 11:30 a.m. †Shirley Seeger/The Butschie Family
Friday, March 12, Lenten Weekday
 7:00 a.m. Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Heinen/Tricia Speicher
 8:00 a.m. †Mary Lou Brockman/Susan & Herb Wandstrat
 11:30 a.m. †Duane Steiner/Steve Leverone
Saturday, March 13, Lenten Weekday
 8:00 a.m. †Evelyn Remenowsky/Carol & Jeff Remenowsky
 11:30 a.m. †John & Margaret Solitario/Gerald Solitario

March 13-14, 4th Sunday of Lent
Saturday – 4:30 p.m.
  †Jeanette Watkins/The Wahl Family
Sunday – 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., 12:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m.
  People of St. Gertrude, Living and Deceased
  †Aida Gort/The Nieto Family
  †Jack Schuler/Bill & Gindy Schneller
  †Tom Bescanceney/Malissa & Nick Frohlich
  †Jane Thole/John & Mary Jo Eimermacher

Confessions will be heard in the church each week 
Monday-Friday at 4:00 p.m., Wednesday at 7:30 p.m. 
and Saturday at 3:30 p.m.
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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

COVER IMAGE: “Christ and the Samaritan Woman at the 
Well,” photographed detail of Stained glass window from the church 
of St Alphonsus in Windsor, Ontario, by Very Rev. Lawrence Lew, 
O.P. Used with permission.

EASTER NOTES
As we progress through the Lenten 

season, it is time to look ahead to the 
schedule for Holy Week and Easter. The 
ongoing pandemic and the protocols to 
be followed require that we prepare with 
adequate time. The guidance provided 

from the Archdiocese of Cincinnati includes some special 
permissions for this year only (and is subject to clarification 
or revision should any specific guidance for 2021 be received 
from the USCCB or Rome). Permission is granted this year for 
a second Mass of the Lord’s Supper on Holy Thursday; and a 
second Celebration of the Passion of the Lord on Good Friday. 
These permissions are granted for the legitimate pastoral need 
of providing seating capacity while maintaining social distancing.

Additionally, some of the Masses and liturgies will be 
celebrated in accord with optional rubrics provided by the 
Church in the Roman Missal. Most notable will be the Adoration 
of the Cross on Good Friday when the entire assembly will adore 
the Cross in silence while remaining in place. Other options 
will be followed that provide for a safe celebration for everyone. 
Please note, again, that these options are provided by the Church 
as worthy and legitimate in any year, not just in a time of public 
health concern.

We have the blessing here at St. Gertrude that many people 
have returned to church for Mass and the Sacraments. Our 
Masses are well-attended, and we have been able to accommodate 
everyone with an “overflow” Mass in the gym. The experience of 
previous years is a reminder that even more people participate in 
the Masses and liturgies of Palm Sunday, Holy Week, and Easter 
Sunday. Following recommendations from the Archdiocese, 
there will be an advance reservation requirement for 
all these Masses and liturgies to gauge and regulate capacity. 
Overall, the reservation system worked very well at Christmas; 
and we can take that experience as guidance and use the system 
for Easter. We plan to use this system only when necessary, 
i.e. Holy Thursday, Good Friday (afternoon services only), the 
Easter Vigil, and Easter Sunday. The reservation system will 
be available on March 15, starting at 12:00 noon and will 
remain open through 11:59 p.m. on March 24. Masses on 
Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday will follow the regular Sunday 
schedule with overflow Masses in the gym as needed. The Mass 
of the Lord’s Supper will be celebrated at 5:00 p.m. and 7:30 
p.m. The Celebration of the Lord’s Passion will be celebrated at 
12:00 noon and 3:00 p.m, and outdoor Stations of the Cross at 
7:30 p.m. The Easter Vigil will begin at 9:00 p.m.

Please note that no additional times are scheduled for 
sacramental Confession, except during the St. Joseph Triduum 
(March 17-19). We will maintain the regular Confession schedule 
through Wednesday of Holy Week. No Confessions during the 
Sacred Triduum and Easter Sunday. The regular schedule will 
resume on Easter Monday.

In the midst of options and reservations, we are celebrating 
moments of grace. These liturgies are the memorial of the events 
of our redemption and salvation. Trusting in the Lord’s presence 
and action, these celebrations can fill us with joy, hope, and 
gratitude for the new life, freedom, and peace that we have in 
Jesus Christ.

Let us love one another and pray for each other,
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SCHOOL NEWS

Nurturing Intelligent & 
Virtuous Leaders

Find out more at www.stgertrudesch.org 
or visit us on Facebook

A loving & supportive environment 
where traditional values & modern 

teaching foster critical thinking, 
curiosity & collaboration.

6543 Miami Ave, Madeira, OH  |  513-561-8020

NOW ENROLLING
FOR 2021-2022

ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE IN THE DOMINICAN TRADITION

FIRST RECONCILIATION
On February 23, 2021, St. Gertrude School second grade students celebrated the Sacrament of Reconciliation for the first time. 
During the school day they prepared for the sacrament by going to Mass, praying together, working in the atrium, and learning about 
their Baptismal promises. The novice brothers spent the day helping with activities with the students.
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EVANGELIZATION

MEET THE TEAM: 
MICHELLE ROBERTS
Each month, the St. Gertrude Bulletin will 
feature an interview with a member of the 
Evangelization Team at the church. This month, 
we’re highlighting Michelle Roberts, Catechesis 
of the Good Shepherd assistant.

St. Gertrude Bulletin: Can you explain a bit about what you 
do at St. Gertrude?
Michelle: As the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd Assistant, I am 
blessed to work with both the Church and School children from 
ages 3-9 years old. Here in the atrium, we continue to discover the 
many ways that God reveals Himself to us. I present various works 
such as The Kingdom of God parables and Infancy Narratives to 
the children. After these presentations, they have the opportunity 
to work silently and prayerfully. Also, loving music as much as I do, 
we also sing in the Atrium, hand motions are a must!

SGB: Had you always planned on doing ministry?
Michelle: I grew up in the church. I was a member of The Legion 
of Mary, faithfully attended Youth Group, World Youth Days, and 
led Music Ministry groups in college. Now that I think about it, 
ministry runs through my veins. After graduating from Franciscan 
University, my first "grown-up" job was as a Youth Minister at a 
parish in Lancaster, PA. From there I went on to Campus Ministry 
in Fort Worth, TX and then to Royal Oak, MI. I enjoyed working 
with teens on retreats, prayer services and liturgies. It was always 
such a great experience to see the youth encounter Christ. And here 
I am now, working with children who have a deep love for Jesus.

SGB: How did you come to know about Catechesis of the 
Good Shepherd?
Michelle: My own children attend St. Gertrude School and I signed 
up to volunteer during their atrium time when my youngest was in 
the 1st grade. After some prayer, discernment (and some gentle 
prodding from Cindy Wurzelbacher) I completed The United States 
Association of the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd Formation 
Course. I am certified to teach both Levels 1 and 2.

SGB: Let’s switch gears and move from professional 
responsibilities to personal life. Were you born and raised 
in Cincinnati?
Michelle: I was born in 1974 in Trinidad and Tobago in the 
Caribbean. We moved to Mississauga, Ontario, Canada in January 
of 1982. We moved from the warm and sunny hammock lounging 
pace of island life to the dead of winter where the frigid air hurts 
your face. We now consider Cincinnati our home. Although, we 
have never tried Skyline Chili.

SGB: Describe your family a bit, if you don’t mind.
Michelle: I'm married to my college 
sweetheart, Nathan. We met at Franciscan 
University and dated for 4 years. After an 
11-month engagement, we were married 
in my home parish of St. Catherine of 
Siena in October 2000. We have four 
beautiful children. Kolbe (19) who is 

currently in Basic Training for the Army. Clare (18) who is a 2nd 
semester Freshman at UC Blue Ash. Claudia (12) is in 7th grade. 
She was born in Grenada, West Indies. My husband attended 
Medical School on the island. Nathan (10) is in 5th grade and 
currently a Level 7 gymnast.

SGB: How did your family end up at St. Gertrude?
Michelle: During the 
summer when we moved 
here from Michigan, I 
took all four children to 
a local park. A person 
at the park noticed my 
scapular (I was wearing 
a tank top) and he said 
"I've seen those before, but never on a person, only hanging on 
door knobs" We began chatting about the promises of the Brown 
Scapular and our faith. He asked what church I attended and I 
told him we were looking for a parish. He suggested St. Gertrude 
because he was also a parishioner and it was such a family centered 
parish. The following Sunday we went to Mass here, and as they say, 
"The rest is history." We've been parishioners for 10 years and I've 
yet to meet the mysterious man from the park.

SGB: What do you like to do for fun?
Michelle: I love to dance! I took ballroom 
dancing lessons for 6 years. I love it so 
much that I wanted to dance and exercise 
at the same time, so I became a Zumba 
Instructor ten years ago. I love to read. 
Singing is an all time favorite for me. You 
can find me singing and dancing with 
a broom or mop in my house. Music 
from the 80s is an all time favorite. I also 
love walking with my husband. During 
the lockdown we discovered our love of 
evening walks. And finally, any family 
time. We have a family trip tradition to 
play mini golf wherever we go. We always 
have a blast of competitive fun.
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PARISH NEWS

PLEASE PRAY FOR...
THE SICK: 
Anthony Alvarez, Michael Bell, Lisa Bertke, Bettie Caudill, Larry & 
Pat Collins, Marguerite Crema, Kylee Dawson, Triset Defonseka, 
Jean Ellert, Kathy Elsbernd, Bob Gerwin, Andrew Goad, Glenn 
Grismere, Loretta Holden, Joe Holly, Hummel Family, Aiko 
Kimura, Ed Kinney, Janice Koncius, Ann Lukey, Frank Merle, 
Sandra Munyon, Leo Napuri, Gerry Patterson, Michelle (Lydon) 
Ruscher, Jane Sansalone, Ellen Schaengold, Patricia Scherer, 
Pegge Schuermann, Richard Seifert, Teddie Slaper, Jack Spilker, 
Jim Spurgin, Patricia Strauss, Judy Sullivan, John Sweeney, Mary 
Saul, Mary Valker and Bill Van Hise

THOSE IN THE ARMED FORCES: 
Patrick Burke, Cole and Kyle Foster, Dominic Geraci, Daniel 
Holian, Mike Huber, Aaron Jacobson, Jacob Kramb, John Kramb, 
Kelly Leugers, John Oscar, Sarah Ries, Dan Roseman, Andrew 
Shannon, and Ian Tester

PRAY FOR THE DECEASED:
Michael J. Simon – brother of John Simon

LET US PRAY

BAPTISM

Child: Sawyer Kathleen Smith
Parents: Kaitlin & Matthew Smith

STATIONS OF THE CROSS CANCELLED
The St. Gertrude School Passion Play will take place the evening 
of March 12, therefore Stations of the Cross for March 12 in the 
church has been cancelled. The Passion Play is not a public event 
this year due to COVID. 

ATHLETIC BOOSTERS IS 
LOOKING FOR YOU!
We have volunteer positions available on our board. If you are 
interested in getting involved with our athletic program, now 
is the time. We are accepting nominations for: President, 
Treasurer, Interim-secretary, and Cheer coordinator. 
For questions, nominations, or other information, please contact 
Marc Gerwel, Athletic Boosters President at 513-774-7779. 

INTRODUCING MyStGertrude
We are happy to announce the forthcoming launch of 
MyStGertrude, an online platform that will handle your parish 
needs! MyStGertrude will allow your online experience as a 
parishioner to be more centralized with improved communications, 
easier registration processes, and housing your giving data and payments 
all in one place. Be on the lookout for emails and bulletin updates 
in the coming weeks. 

Got your fill of Winter yet?Got your fill of Winter yet?

It’s time to plan for a HOT Summer!

The Bulldog Football program is grearing up for the 
2021 season. Be a proud part of the Dog Pack and join 
our long-standing tradition of player safety, character 

information and competitive excellence.

Registartion opens March 1st 
and will close on March 31st.
To find contacts and information, 
and to register, visit the St. 
Gertrude Booster’s site at  
www.sgsbulldogs.org 
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COMMUNITY

From February17th to March 28th our community will unite 
with many others from coast to coast – and internationally – for 
a major simultaneous pro-life mobilization – the 40 Days for 
Life campaign. Faithful believers are praying that these efforts 
will mark the beginning of the end of abortion. 
40 Days for Life is a focused pro-life campaign with a vision to 
access God’s power through prayer, fasting, and peaceful vigil to 
end abortion.
The mission of the campaign is to bring together the body of 
Christ in a spirit of unity during a focused 40-day campaign 
of prayer, fasting, and peaceful activism, with the purpose of 
repentance, to seek God’s favor to turn hearts and minds from 
a culture of death to a culture of life, thus bringing an end to 
abortion.
• Peaceful Vigil: We will be standing for life throughout 

the campaign at the local Planned Parenthood abortion 
facility, 2314 Auburn Avenue in Cincinnati.

St. Gertrude Church will participate in 40 Days for Life 
on Monday March 22nd at Planned Parenthood. The 
hours are 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. Sign-up for this will take 
place after the Sunday Masses, 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m. and 
12:00 p.m, on Sunday, March 21st. Questions? Contact 
Debbie Graham at 513-984-4766 or 513-703-5252.
If you still need more information to help you decide where to 
get involved beyond St. Gertrude’s, you may:
• Contact Mary Clark at 513-791-4039/513-365-2606 or 

cincy40days@fuse.net.
• Take time to pray and ask God to show you His plans for 

your involvement.

SUPER CASH BONANZA
The Knights of Columbus invite you to help support 
their charitable efforts in the St. Gertrude parish 
and around the greater Cincinnati community by 
purchasing tickets for their annual Super Cash 
Bonanza fundraiser. You could win one of the 25 
cash prizes awarded to the winner in a drawing on May 22nd! 
The Knights will be outside after Masses on March 13-14 selling 
tickets for $5.00 per ticket. Thanks to St. Gertrude parishioners 
for their continued support of the Knights of Columbus!

CALLING ALL LADIES OF CHARITY
Our annual Investiture Ceremony for all new members will take 
place on Saturday, March 13th at the 11:30 a.m. Mass followed 
by our Annual Luncheon in the School Cafeteria. Please make 
every effort to attend this important event. Invite a friend. Any 
practicing Catholic woman who is 18 or older from any parish 
in the Archdiocese of Cincinnati is welcome to join! There are 
currently women in the organization who range from young 
professionals to retired senior citizens. Whatever your age, 
whatever you do, you will find life’s greatest fulfillment comes 
through serving those who need you. There is no strict time 
commitment! It’s as little or as much time as you have available 
and there are plenty of opportunities throughout the year to 
help. New (and/or prospective) members should contact Jean 
Wilkinson, at 513-498-5085, before March 3rd. Please RSVP 
for lunch to Marilyn Scherpenberg at jmscherp@yahoo.com or 
513-831-4667 by March 6th.

JOB OPPORTUNITY
Caregiver needed. Caregiver needed for an elderly long-term 
parishioner. $20.00 per hour; perfect for a retired nurse or 
medical person. Please call Vicki at 403-2509.

THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT
In today’s Gospel, Jesus is asked 
“What sign can you show us?” 
Every day we can see signs of how 
God has visited us in the blessings of 
our lives. Let us be a sign of God’s 
love by being a blessing to others.

Some thoughts to consider are to offer prayer and fasting for 
someone you know is struggling, refrain from buying yourself 
that treat, and place that money in the SVdP Poor Boxes at 
the church entrances, or place nonperishable food items in the 
SVdP Food Barrel inside the Sacristy Door. If you know of an 
individual or a family that needs assistance, have them call 513-
561-5954, ext. 2112 and leave a message on the SVdP line. A 
St. Gertrude’s SVdP Volunteer member will contact them within 
twenty-four hours.
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HOLY TEACHING

ASK A PRIEST –
EUCHARISTIC 
ADORATION
BY FR. JOHN MARK SOLITARIO, O.P. 

Q: Many people in the parish talk about 
Eucharistic Adoration. Do I have to 
participate in order to be a good Catholic? 

A: Catholics learn to love the Eucharist. Everyone, from the 
Pope to the youngest child at St. Gertrude, began by learning 
to genuflect as a sign of adoration before the Real Presence 
of Christ in the Blessed Sacrament. It is a “first step” before 
making one’s first Holy Communion. Most Catholic Churches 
enjoy the privilege of housing the consecrated Host in a 
Tabernacle so that the Eucharistic Lord may be brought to the 
sick for Holy Communion or adored by the faithful outside of 
Mass. Substantially, this is the same Jesus Christ present under 
the appearances of the consecrated bread and wine who was 
adored by the three Magi (see Mt 2:11) and the women at the 
tomb (see Mt 28:8) two thousand years ago! Like the disciples 
who recognized Jesus in the breaking of the bread on the road 
to Emmaus, our hearts can also burn with love and gratitude 
when we welcome “under our roofs” the Lord who fulfills faith’s 
expectations (see Lk 24:13-35). Which of us would not want to 
experience their insight and joy through such an extraordinary 
encounter?
Adoration or worship of the Eucharist happens first of all at every 
Mass, which the Catechism calls “the center of the Church’s life.” 
Jesus designed this Memorial of His Passion and commanded His 
apostles to repeat it, as the Church requires of Catholics to this 
day.1 Jesus’ powerful words, “This is my Body…this cup…is the 
new covenant in my blood” (Lk 22:19) are the reason we kneel 
during the Eucharistic Prayer and Communion Rite at Mass. It is 
the reason for our noble altar rail and all the other adornments in 
the church and sanctuary that make us feel like we have entered 
a great King’s court. The proclamation of the “Mystery of Faith” 
after the consecration of the Mass cues us into the truth that 
the same Jesus Christ, the Son of God, who came to save the 
world by His death and Resurrection two thousand years ago, 
still lowers Himself to come to our altar several times a day so 
that we can experience the grace of salvation in our own bodies. 
What’s (or who’s) not to love and adore!
Eucharistic Adoration is highly encouraged outside of Mass as  
well, whether in the quiet of the Church before the flickering 
sanctuary lamp (signifying that the Tabernacle is occupied) 
or in a chapel dedicated to adoration of Jesus in the Blessed 

Sacrament. Shortly following the Second Vatican Council, the 
Sacred Congregation of Rites published an Instruction called 
Eucharisticum Mysterium that contains a profound defense of 
Eucharistic Adoration and how it can help Catholics better 
participate in the Mass. Paragraph 50 is worth close consideration:

“When the faithful adore Christ present in the sacrament, 
they should remember that this presence derives from 
the sacrifice [of the Mass] and is directed toward both 
sacramental and spiritual Communion.
In consequence, the devotion which leads the faithful 
to visit the Blessed Sacrament draws them into an ever 
deeper participation in the Paschal Mystery. It leads them 
to respond gratefully to the gift of Him who through His 
humanity constantly pours divine life into the members 
of His body. Dwelling with Christ our Lord, they enjoy 
His intimate friendship and pour out their hearts before 
Him for themselves and their dear ones, and pray for 
the peace and salvation of the world. They offer their 
entire lives with Christ to the Father in the Holy Spirit, 
and receive in this wonderful exchange an increase of 
faith, hope and charity. Thus, they nourish those right 
dispositions which enable them with all due devotion 
to celebrate the memorial of the Lord and receive 
frequently the bread given us by the Father.”

The faithful should therefore strive to worship Christ our Lord in 
the Blessed Sacrament, in harmony with their way of life. Pastors 
should exhort them to this, and set them a good example.”

Eucharistic Adoration, 
inside as well as outside of 
Mass, is a foundational 
practice for all who wish to 
know and love Jesus more 
deeply. It will happen at 

different times and intervals depending on our responsibilities 
and mobility. For all, it has a way of making the many aspects of 
one’s Catholic life “click” together. It will lead to our hearts 
being “set on fire” with the gift Jesus came to give.

1 See Catechism of the Catholic Church, para 1341-1344 and 2042 for the rationale behind the 
sanctification of Sundays and holy days firstly through participation at Mass. When, for serious 
reasons, the faithful are not able to attend Mass, the Church asks them to “devote themselves to 
prayer for a suitable time alone, as a family, or, as the occasion permits, in groups of families.” 
See Code of Canon Law 1247, para 2.

“Ask a priest” will be a regular format for our Holy Teaching section in 
the coming months. Submit your own question to bulletin@stgertrude.org 
for one of our Dominican priests to answer in the bulletin!
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OFFERING
St. Gertrude Parish Weekly 

Collection and Budget Report

Please submit your Mass announcements & 
bulletin articles to: bulletin@stgertrude.org

6543 Miami Avenue, Cincinnati, OH 45243
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MATERIALS DUE

3/10/21

BULLETIN DEADLINE

Monday, 
March 8

Tuesday, 
March 9

Wednesday, 
March 10

Thursday, 
March 11

Friday, 
March 12

Saturday, 
March 13

Sunday, 
March 14

1:30 p.m. 
Parish Office 

Opens

True Devotion
12:30 p.m.
Parish Center 
St. Dominic Lobby

Resurrection 
Choir Practice
8:30 a.m.
Parish Center 
St. Joseph Mtg. Rm.

Consoling the 
Heart of Jesus
9:00 a.m.
Parish Center 
St. Dominic Lobby

Stations of the 
Cross

CANCELLED

Catholic Men’s
Fellowship 
7:30 a.m.
School Cafeteria

Religious 
Education
9:00 & 11:00 a.m.
School Cafeteria & 
Atrium

Religious 
Education
3:30 p.m.
School Atrium

Children’s Choir
3:00 p.m.
Parish Center 
St. Dominic Lobby

Adult Choir 
7:00 p.m.
Parish Center 
St. Dominic Lobby

PTO Meeting
7:00 p.m.
School Cafeteria

Ladies of Charity 
Investiture Mass
11:30 a.m.
Church

HSYM 
Discipleship Cells
7:00 p.m.
Parish Center

Dominican Laity: 
Our Lady of Peace
7:00 p.m.
School Cafeteria

Religious Education 
Flexible Family 
Faith Formation
6:30 p.m.
School Cafeteria

PHM Health 
Cabinet Meeting 
7:00 p.m.
Parish Center 
St. Joseph Mtg. Rm.

Healing Rosary
7:00 p.m.
Church

Boy Scouts
7:00 p.m.
Parish Center Gym

Benediction
8:50 p.m.
Church

RCIA 
7:00 p.m.
Parish Center 
St. Dominic Lobby

Dominican Laity: 
Bishop Fenwick 
Chapter
7:00 p.m.
Parish Center 
St. Dominic Lobby

SAC Meeting
7:00 p.m.
School Library

St. Vincent de Paul
7:00 p.m.
Parish Center 
St. Joseph Mtg. Rm.

THE WEEK AHEAD

For guidelines about meetings on campus and scheduling 
information, please visit:

stgertrude.org/covid-19-guidelines/.

Collection for February 28
Weekly Budget  $ 38,235
Collection  $ 38,017
Weekly Deficit ($ 218)

Fiscal Year-To-Date (for year ending June 30, 2021)
Fiscal YTD Budget $ 1,378,235
Fiscal YTD Actual $ 1,376,648
Fiscal YTD Deficit ($ 1,587)

CMA UPDATE
2021 Goal:  $ 93,470
Current Gifts/Pledges:  $ 52,737
% of Goal:   56%
Please note that there is a 2nd collection supporting 

CISE on March 13-14. 

On March 8, the Parish and School staff will be on their 
annual Lenten retreat. Therefore, the Parish Office will be 
closed until 1:30 p.m. Please keep the staff in your prayers.



St. Gertrude Roman Catholic Church9

Parish Staff
Rev. George Schommer, O.P., pastor
Rev. Clement Dickie, O.P., parochial vicar 
Rev. John Mark Solitario, O.P., parochial vicar 

Dominican Friars in Residence
Very Rev. John Langlois, O.P., prior
Rev. Joseph Alobaidi, O.P.
Rev. John Corbett, O.P.
Rev. Paul J. Keller, O.P.
Rev. Michael Mary Dosch, O.P., novice master

St. Gertrude School – 513.561.8020
Principal – Sr. Maria Christi Greve, O.P. ext 1101
Vice Principal – Mr. Travis Johnson ext 1101
PTO President – Sarah Schilling 513.315.1053
School Advisory Council 

Office of Administration – 513.561.5954
Receptionists – Susan Kane & Teri Forlini ext 2101
Business Manager – Don Regan  ext 2102
Wedding/Bereavement Coordinator – 
 AnnaMaria Spurgin  amspurgin@stgertrude.org
Bulletin Editor  bulletin@stgertrude.org
Sacristan – Sheila Saalfeld  ext 2401
Director of Music – Catherine Fishlock ext 2116

Office of Evangelization – 513.561.5954
Executive Director – Brad Bursa, PhD ext 2109
Primary Evangelization: PK-2nd Grade & Catechesis of the 
Good Shepherd 
 Cindy Wurzelbacher  ext 2109
Jr. High Evangelization: 3rd-8th Grade – Bryan Wells  ext 2109
Jr. High Youth Ministry: 7th-8th Grade – Bryan Wells  ext 2109
High School Youth Ministry – Megan Dickert  ext 2109
Executive Assistant – Kristen Eggers  513.561.8369
Aquinas Society of Cincinnati (Adults & Families) – 
 Rev. Clement Dickie, O.P.
Rites of Christian Initiation (R.C.I.A.) – 
 Rev. John Mark Solitario, O.P.

Corporal Works of Mercy
Helping Hands – Nancy Lucas  stgerthh@gmail.com
Knights of Columbus – Phil Motz 513-444-5072
Ladies of Charity – Jean Wilkinson  513.498.5085
Parish Health Ministry – Jeanne Palcic  513.317.4123
Pregnancy Center East (for all pregnancy needs) 513.321.3100
Soup Kitchen – Andy Cordier  513.248.1005
St. Vincent De Paul Society – Jim Spurgin  513.561.5954, ext 2112
Visitation of the Sick – Judy Hartmann  513.984.803

Vocations Directors
Archdiocese of Cincinnati – Fr. Dan Schmitmeyer 513.421.3131
Dominican Friars – 
 Fr. Jacob Bertrand Janczyk, O.P. DominicanFriars.org
Nashville Dominican Sisters – Sr. Mara Grace, O.P. 615.256.5486

Spiritual Works of Mercy
Baptism Team –
Circle of Prayer – Barbara Rose  prayercirclesg@gmail.com
Communion to Sick – Judy Hartmann  513.984.803
Natural Family Planning – David & Ann Stein  513.561.5751
Pastoral Council – Mark Kosobud  513.469.0852
Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration  513.561.5954 ext 2136
Prayer Ministry for the Dying – Pat Collins  513.265.1897
Regina Veritatis Prayer & Healing – Nealy Mechley  513.505.1740
Respect Life – Debbie Graham  513.984.4766
Rosary Making – Larry Ball  513.831.8572
Unbound Ministry – Nealy Mechley 513.505.1740

Liturgical Ministries
Adult Choir – Catherine Fishlock 513.561.5954
Contemporary Music Ensemble – Paul Kindt 513.697.9208
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion –  513.561.5954
Lectors –  513.561.5954 ext 1123
Resurrection Choir – Marty Cunningham 513.891.4226
The St. Anne and the Child Mary Guild – 
 Cristina Genung 513.404.6011
St. Joseph the Worker Society – 
 Rev. Clement Dickie, O.P. 513.561.5954
Ushers – Douglas Postler 513.791.6298
Viri Selecti – Ben Hoffmann pxaw@hotmail.com
Youth Choir – Catherine Fishlock 513.561.5954

Spiritual Groups
Adult Bible Study –  513.561.5954
Amiguitas del Corazón de Jesús – 
 Nora Klopp-Frias noraklopp08@gmail.com
Angelic Warfare Confraternity – 
 Rev. John Mark Solitario, O.P. 513.561.5954
Benedictine Oblates – Mark Milliron 513.536.6275
Catholic Men’s Fellowship – Paul Rieger 513.885.593
Confraternity of the Most Holy Rosary – 
 Brian Zappia 513.791.7299
Dominican Laity (Bishop Fenwick) – 
 Jonathan Ring ringjp@gmail.com
Dominican Laity (OLP) – 
 Mr. Fred Thomas, O.P. 513.335.1700 or fth5131119@aol.com
FAMILIA/CANA Family For Mothers – 
 Anita Pappalardo 513.248.8237
Holy Family Prayer Group – Malissa Frohlich 513.519.5197 
Special Needs Moms Support Group – 
 Tina Rolfes tina.rolfes123@gmail.com
True Devotion to Mary – Anne Collins 513.984.4708

Parish Groups
Athletic Boosters – Marc Gerwel 513.774.7779
Boy Scouts – Robert Dinga 612.616.8242
Cub Scouts – Chris De Brunner 513.379.1010
Garden Club – Susan Brokaw 513.702.6877
Lenten Fish Fry – Rob Mancini 513.520.6360
Little Flower Library – Susan Santos 513.504.0205
Parish Coffee – Mark Findley 513.417.9227

PARISH DIRECTORY
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 513-574-0005 Residential & Commercial
 www.andersonautomatic.com “Since 1929”

Heating & Cooling
Providing Heating & Cooling Services to Parishioners of St. Gertrude since 1929.

Automatic

Walter St. Clair RoofingWalter St. Clair Roofing
Serving Cincinnati Since 1923

Roofing & Sheet Metal Work
Slate & Tile Repair

Box Gutters & Seamless Gutters
Jerry St. Clair, pariShioner           641-3265

gertz  law
Y O U R  F A M I L Y ’ S  L A W Y E R

GERTZLAW.COM
	 Reading	Office	 Loveland	Office
 (513) 554-1868 (513) 583-1549

Susan	Marie	Allspach,	Esq.
Anthony	J.	Gertz,	Esq.
Anthony	J.	Gertz	II,	Esq.

•	Probate	Administration/Estate	Planning/Wills/Trusts
•	Divorce/Family	Law/Litigation

•	Business/Corporate	Transactions/Contracts

Now Offering Permanent Makeup
(513) 429-3110

7835 Camargo Road, Madeira, OH
www.thedeluxenailsspa.com

Voted Best
of CinCinnati

 2018

Mon-Fri 9:30a-8:00p
Sat 9:30a-6:30p
Sun 11:00a-6:00p

Full Service inSulation

Environmental Company
Asbestos & Mold Removal

(513) 242-0600

Central Insulation
Systems, Inc.

Electric Company Inc.
350 Pike Street, Covington, KY

859-491-2984

Robert L. Franer III, AAMS®

Parishioner & Member of The Catholic Financial Planners Network
Faith based Financial Planning and Investment Management

513-334-1621 (O) | 513-434-3583 (C) 
robert.l.franer@lpl.com
www.franerfinancialadvice.com

Securities offered through LPL Financial, a Registered Investment Advisor, member FINmember FINRA/SIPC

Compliments of
A Friend of the Parish

KLEKAMP PAVING
Asphalt Paving

Patching
Asphalt

Sealcoating

513-561-4600
www.klekamp.com

mattbonhauspainting.com

Compliments of

General Contractors and Land Development Company

6403 Madison, Madisonville • 271-1570 
1793 Ohio Pike, Amelia • 797-4888

Now 2 Locations!

Every family has their traditions...
Traditions can be a part of yours.

INDEPENDENT LIVING
ASSISTED LIVING • MEMORY CARE
7650 CAMARGO ROAD • MADEIRA, OH 45243

513-422-5499 • WWW.TRADITIONSATCAMARGO.COM

Gary BergmanGary Bergman
OCNT-LandscapeOCNT-Landscape

(513) 200-9141(513) 200-9141
designsofnature@embarqmail.comdesignsofnature@embarqmail.com

Landscape Design & Installation
                    Lawn & Bed Care

ROYALMONT ACADEMY
200 Northcrest Drive, Mason, OH

Catholic Preschool • High School • Full and 1/2 day Preschool 
ENROLLING NOW!

513-754-0555 • www.Royalmont.org

FREE PICK UP & DELIVERY SERVICE

513-321-5100
Widmerscleaners.com

7700 Shawnee Run Rd.,
Cincinnati, 45243Premier Dry Cleaners Since 1910

HALPIN
PLUMBING, INC.

513-631-2001
REMODEL/REPAIR

CASTRUCCI
COLLISION

MILFORD
Body Shop Direct Call

831-5460

Organizing & 
decluttering support 

for homes & small 
businesses

A life better organized 
has more time

for living!702-1849

AHP Anderson Hills Plumbing
Residential – Commercial – FREE ESTIMATES

Over 51 Years Experience & Satisfaction
Ernie, Jack, Ralph & Barb Vilardo

6229 Beechmont Avenue  513-232-3821

STRAWSER & STALEY
FUNERAL HOMES

BLUE ASH
9503 Kenwood Rd., Blue Ash OH 45242 

513-791-7203 • www.strawserfuneralhome.com 
Traditional Burial, Pre-Arranged Planning, Green 

Burial, Cremation Service and Pet Death Care.

GEO. H. ROHDE & SON

Funeral HomeFuneral Home
Since 1910

3183 Linwood Ave., Mt. Lookout Sq.3183 Linwood Ave., Mt. Lookout Sq.
Serving Eastern Hills, Mt. Lookout & Hyde ParkServing Eastern Hills, Mt. Lookout & Hyde Park

513-321-0404513-321-0404
www.rohdefuneral.comwww.rohdefuneral.com

Directors: Directors: 
Steve Rohde, Denise Mercier Steve Rohde, Denise Mercier 

& Darrell Schneider& Darrell Schneider

NMLS# 287975

JEFF STANLEY
Portfolio Manager
Financial Advisor
513-762-5317
7755 Montgomery Rd., Cincinnati, OH 45236
Jeff.stanley@morganstanley.com
Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC. Member SIPC. CRC 3376205 12/2020

The Stanley Edwards Group 
at Morgan Stanley

ERIC D. BENDER
Attorney at Law

Moeller (1984)
University of Notre Dame (1988)

U.C. Law (1991)

www.ericbenderlaw.com
Family Law • Wills & Probate

Lawsuits • Guardianship
Adoption

891-5630
9764 Kenwood Road

in Blue Ash
Visa/Mastercard Accepted

ATECH Fire Services
Commercial Fire Protection Services

Fire Extinguisher/Exit Lights/Fire Alarm
Sprinkler/Backflow/Special Hazard

513-755-1222

7319 Columbia Road

Garden Center 
& Landscaping

398-1008
www.sharonnursery.com



Pl
ea

se
 P

at
ro

ni
ze

 O
ur

 A
dv

er
tis

er
s 

– 
To

 P
la

ce
 a

n 
A

d,
 C

al
l 1

-8
00

-2
92

-9
02

0.

beatrice
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT

TIM BEATRICE
Parishioner

513-254-5620
timbeatrice5@yahoo.com

Knights of Columbus
Archbishop Elder Council

elderkofc.org
Join today.

Visit kofc.org/joinus

Jeff Woodward, Parishioner   513-247-9241
Celebrating 30 years in business

www.wciconstruction.com

Woodward Construction, Inc.

Kinsella

Kitchen & Bath
Remodeling

561-5285
7880 Camargo Rd.

kinsellakitchens.com

Dr. Frederick A. Heiselman
General • Implant

Dentistry
Parishioner

513-561-8600
7140 Miami Ave., 

Ste. 201
fheiselmandds.com

GILSON’S
ENGRAVING

ELEGANT GIFTS

Engraved gifts for all occasionsEngraved gifts for all occasions

7116 Miami Ave.

891-0730
www.gilsonsonline.com
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Chuck Borchers
REALTOR, Parishioner

513-335-4039
charles.borchers@gmail.com
www.chuckborchers.com

Accepting New 
Patients

Dr. Eleanor Endres
Parishioner

513-791-8880 • www.endresdentistry.com
“Oral Health is the Gateway to Healthy Living”

KENWOOD, 7500 MONTGOMERY RD.

513-791-5353
MADISONVILLE, 4418 WHETSEL AVENUE

513-271-0732

Thomas-Justin
Funeral Homes, Inc.
Four Generations of Family Service 

to the Community

OH HVAC Lic. #30854 KY HVAC Lic. M04694
OH Plumbing Lic. #46270

Process
Construction

MECHANICAL CONTRACTOR

Specializing in Piping, HVAC/R,  
Plumbing & Service • Commercial & Industrial

www.processconstruction.com
(513) 251-2211   1421 Queen City Avenue

LANDSCAPE SPECIALISTS, INC.

Hardscape Landscape
• Walkways & Patios • Installations
• Driveways • Renovations
• Retaining Walls • Maintenance
• Drainage Systems Snow Clearing

Quality Service for Over 30 years

396-6400
Ed Witte, Parishioner

WITTEWITTE

Kitchens • Bathrooms

Room Additions

Screen & Covered Porches

Lower Levels & Basements

513.492.8429
7264 Columbia Rd., Ste. 600, Maineville

www.PenderyConstruction.com

HYDE PARK
PAINTING

and
CARPENTRY
321-4100

Remodeling 
Roofing/Gutters • Concrete 

Plumbing/Electric
Drywall • Int./Ext. Painting
Your Complete Home 

Repair Company

LARRY’S 
LOCK, SAFE &  

SECURITY CENTER 
 

791-9163 
 
 
 
 

8005 Plainfield Road 
Cincinnati, OH 45236 

Larry’s
LOCK, SAFE & 

SECURITY CENTER

791-9163

8005 Plainfield Road
Cincinnati, OH 45236

513-396-7446 
fastsigns.com/352

3248 Highland Avenue,  
Cincinnati, OH 45213

Madeira Owned

Let’s make it happen!®

Monika DeRoussel
mderoussel@hotmail.com REALTOR®

513-289-1039

Gilligan Funeral Homes
Established 1877

8225 Montgomery Road • 891-8373
Traditional & Cremation Services

www.gilliganfuneralhomes.com

513-472-1985
www.bestplumbercincinnati.com

$25 OFF with this Ad

Jim Volz
CPA & Trusted

Advisor
794-1551.com

9900 Carver Rd., Blue Ash

Parishioner since 2000

513-561-2400
Stephen K. Shaw   (513) 673-8258
skshawlaw@gmail.com I skshawlaw.com
8157 Camargo Rd., Madeira, OH 45243

WILLS I TRUSTS I PROBATE

Keith D. Jackson DDS
Laura K. Jackson DDS

7113 Miami Avenue Madeira, OH 45243
Tel: (513) 561-5318

March 7, 2021 
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TREE TRIMMING 
& REMOVAL

Joe Semrad III, Local Resident 
Certified Arborist

513-631-4442
ScapesOhio.com

Since 1987


