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MASSES AND CONFESSIONS AT ST. GERTRUDE

Parish Office Hours
Monday-Friday: 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.

School Office Hours
Monday-Friday: 7:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.

Church Hours
Every day: 7 a.m.-9 p.m.

Parish Information
6543 Miami Ave., Cincinnati, OH 45243

(513) 561-5954 | stgertrude.org
parishoffice@stgertrude.org

Monday, April 24, Easter Weekday
 7 a.m. † Virginia Goedde by The Goedde Family
 8 a.m. † Marjorie A. McCarthy by Molly & Bruce Vollmer
 11:30 a.m. † Deceased Members of the Dominican Order

Tuesday, April 25, St. Mark the Evangelist (F)
 7 a.m. James Daniel by The Daniel Family
 8 a.m. † Mary Francis Fencl by Craig & Teresa Babcock
 11:30 a.m. † Howard DoBell by Dolores Brandstetter

Wednesday, April 26, Easter Weekday
 7 a.m. † Paul Wellage by The Murray Family
 8 a.m. † George Capehart by Friends at Kroger
 11:30 a.m. † Tom Ruthman by Elaine & Jeff Parker

Thursday, April 27, Easter Weekday
 7 a.m. † Louis & Martha Krecek by Maxine Daniel
 8 a.m. † Shawn O’Brien by Mike & Elaine O’Connell
 11:30 a.m. † Sister Mary Louis Russley, O.P., by Natalie Moore

Friday, April 28, St. Louis Griginon de Montfort (M)
 7 a.m. † Don Conlin by The Spurgin Family
 8 a.m. † Deceased Members of the Kehoe Family by The Family
 11:30 a.m. † Tim Petric by Catherine Fishlock

Saturday, April 29, St. Catherine of Siena, O.P. (F)
 8 a.m. † Mary Teller by Finnegan Family
 11:30 a.m. † Jeanne Schellman by Steve & Mimi Leverone
 4:30 p.m. † Deceased St. Gertrude Alumni by St. Gertrude Alumni

Sunday, April 30, 4th Sunday of Easter
 8 a.m. † Laura Johns by Dolores Brandstetter & Jeannie Mueller
 10 a.m. † Marge Forsthoefel by Knights of Columbus
 12 p.m. People of St. Gertrude
 6 p.m. † Jane Castrucci by The Castrucci Family

Confessions will be heard in the church Monday-Friday at  
4 p.m., Wednesday at 7:30 p.m., and Saturday at 3:30 p.m.
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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

PRAYER FROM  
ST. GERTRUDE THE GREAT

Prayer during Easter
O height inaccessible of wondrous power! 
O unfathomable depth of hidden wisdom! 
O boundless breadth of fervently desired 
love! O Lord my God, may your eminent 
wisdom, widest and generous mercy, and 
most profound justice praise you for me. 
Amen.

COVER IMAGE: Jesus with the disciples on the road to Emmaus 
(from Emmauskirche, mosaic by Deutschen Glasmosaik-
Gesellschaft Puhl & Wagner) ©2017shutterstock.com/g/sedmak

NEW FRIARS 
ARRIVING SOON!

As we announced in last weekend’s 
bulletin, Father John Mark will be concluding 
his time at the parish as a parochial vicar 
and moving on to a new assignment in 
Washington, D.C., at the end of next month. 
Several people have asked me if he would be 
replaced on the parish staff, and the answer 

is a resounding “of course!” I am happy to announce that at the end of 
May, Father Luke VanBerkum will be joining our parish staff as a 
parochial vicar. Father Luke was a novice here in 2016-2017 and was 
ordained to the priesthood last year. He is eager to have me share the 
following message with all of you:

Happy Easter! I was excited to find out that I will be returning to St. Gertrude 
Church, now to serve as a priest. I grew up just outside of Detroit, Michigan, 
and I am the second of seven kids, my older brother also being a Dominican 
priest of the Province of St. Joseph. I graduated from the University of Notre 
Dame in 2016, immediately entered the novitiate here at St. Gertrude, and was 
ordained a priest of Jesus Christ in 2022. I look forward to joining you soon. In 
the meantime, you are in my prayers, and please pray for me!

Father Luke will not be the only new friar to arrive soon. Like 
last summer, we will also be receiving two friars who will be with us 
just for the summer months as additional help. The first to arrive, 
somewhere around Memorial Day, will be one of our student brother 
deacons, Brother Christopher Daniel. If that name sounds familiar, 
it should: Brother Christopher was actually just here in March for 
the annual Dominican Friars Formation appeal. This summer, he will 
serve as a deacon on our parish staff—preaching at Masses, assisting 
with baptisms, and being involved in many of our summer programs 

and ministries. 
The second to arrive will be one of our friars who will be ordained 

a priest next month, (soon-to-be) Father Brendan Baran. We expect 
him to be joining us in mid-June, and he will partake in all of the usual 
facets of priestly ministry in a parish: celebrating Masses, hearing 
confessions, administering the anointing of the sick, and so forth. 

Both Brother Christopher and Father Brendan will be with us 
through early-/mid-August before returning to Washington, D.C., for 
the upcoming academic year.

We are so blessed to have these men joining us. I am sure you will 
join me in giving them all a warm welcome (or rather . . . welcome 
back) to St. Gertrude!

God bless,

Father John Paul Walker, O.P.

P.S. Back by popular demand, Drinking with Dominicans will once 
again be happening this summer! Details to follow later this spring. 
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SCHOOL NEWS

FIFTH GRADE FUN!
Before Easter break, our fifth grade students read the book The Lion, 
the Witch, and the Wardrobe and closely examined the biblical allegory 
present in the novel. They then had a celebration—their parents 
created a Narnia setting and provided snacks while the students 
watched the movie by the same name.

SIXTH GRADE PSALM RECITATION
On Wednesday, April 5, in the church, our sixth graders recited 
memorized Psalms for their classmates, parents, grandparents, 
relatives, and family friends. Each student presented their chosen 
Psalm in a manner that attempted to capture the emotion and 
meaning of the poem. Great job, sixth graders!

SAFETY UPDATE
The safety of our students and your children is a top priority at  
St. Gertrude School. Last November, we received a $100,000 safety 
grant. This money is being used to upgrade and improve building 
access and control in both the school lobby area and gym. These 
projects have been scheduled for this summer. There are additional 
safety grants that we have applied for that are pending. These and 
future projects will provide added safety and security reinforcement 
of our school. 

UPCOMING DATES TO REMEMBER
• April 30: Confirmation, 3 p.m.
• May 2: May Crowning, 6:30 p.m.
• May 5: 5th Grade Retreat; Spirit Wear Dress-Down

SCHOOL OFFICE HOURS
For the week of April 24, 2023, the school office will be open 
Monday–Friday from 7:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
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EVANGELIZATION

(TRYING TO) LIVE THE 
MISSION: THE MYSTERY 
OF LITURGY HEALS US
WALTER PLUMMER, COORDINATOR 
OF YOUTH FORMATION

In his Catholicism series, Bishop 
Barron said that when he heard his 
seminarians latch onto a new concept 
about God, they’d say, “I’ve got it!” He 
confessed that his gut response was, 

“Drop it,” because God is totaliter aliter (“totally other”), so infinitely 
beyond us that to say we know him is only to speak analogically. “For 
as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than 
your ways, my thoughts higher than your thoughts,” says the Lord 
through his prophet Isaiah (Is 55:9). God is bigger than we think. 
Much bigger. 

And yet, contrary to postmodern claims that we don’t know 
anything at all because reality is so big, the Lord immediately follows 
his revelation of his “bigness” to Isaiah by saying, “Yet just as from 
the heavens the rain and snow come down and do not return there till 
they have watered the earth, making it fertile and fruitful, giving seed 
to the one who sows and bread to the one who eats, so shall my word 
be that goes forth from my mouth; It shall not return to me empty, 
but shall do what pleases me, achieving the end for which I sent it” 
(Is 55:10-11). Though he is totaliter aliter, he is also the giver of life, 
whose very word brings forth life in those things to which it is sent. 
His vastness and mystery does not destroy us or simply overwhelm 
us by his presence, it gives life. It calls forth joy and peace, song and 
dance, life even in the driest  places (cf. Is 55:12-13). In our littleness, 
our humility, he still comes to us in his greatness and we know him. 
Not all the way, not perfectly, but we do know him. As St. Thomas 
Aquinas put it, knowledge is always received according to the mode of 
the receiver. What we’re ready for, we can receive. What we’re ready 
for, he’s ready to give us. 

This mystery of God’s greatness and his presence with us has 
been a great source of hope and gratitude for me in my faith life. I 
feel like in my thirties, I’m just beginning to scratch the surface of 
the riches the Father has entrusted to his children; just beginning to 
wonder at the love of God and the treasures of the Church and the 
great depths to which they extend. Which brings me to Good Friday 
liturgy and the reason I’m writing this for you. 

I was sore for three days. My wife looked at me at the end of the 
service and said, “This was definitely where we were supposed to be, 
but if we’d known how long it would take, we probably wouldn’t have 
come.” Our two-year-old got a 90-minute nap in my arms and our 
six-month-old got a  two-hour nap on my wife . . .during the liturgy. 
Our four-year-old and six-year-old hit their afternoon low-energy 
points, bounced back, and were ready to play . . . during the liturgy. I 
saw my friends, the people I serve, the people who serve me, leaders 

and followers, the old and the young walk up the center aisle, very 
slowly, to reverence the cross and again to receive communion during 
the liturgy. I groaned (only on the inside) as Father John Mark invited 
us to kneel yet again as we prayed for the Church, the world, the Jews, 
the pope, and everybody else we could possibly list and wondered if I 
could be exempt because I was holding a thirty-pound child. My wife 
and I chanted, listened, and (almost) fell asleep at a couple points. 
We experienced a vague concern about what on earth we would feed 
our children for dinner. And as we sat there, aching, a bit numb, 
tired, and wondering what else the Lord would have for us, I also 
experienced a deep sense of peace. Because the God who is totaliter 
aliter was also in that place, had come to us as we had been able to 
receive him, and was doing his work in us and with us and through us.

 
The Catechism of the Catholic Church teaches us that, “[t]he word 

‘liturgy’ originally meant a ‘public work’ or a ‘service in the name 
of/on behalf of the people.’ In Christian tradition it means the 
participation of the People of God in ‘the work of God.’ (cf. Jn 17:4) 
Through the liturgy, Christ, our redeemer and high priest, continues 
the work of our redemption in, with, and through his Church” (CCC 
1069). I was being redeemed, and you were, too. The Ancient of Days 
had stepped into the room and, somehow with all of our human-ness 
and fallen-ness, he was redeeming us. He was drawing us close to his 
heart through the prayer of his Son, and not one part of me or you was 
left out of that redemption. Spirit, soul, and body, the God of peace 
was making us holy in preparation for his Son to come again and wipe 
away every tear, where there is no more death or pain (cf. 1 Thess 5 
and Rev 21). Somehow, in some great mystery, by our participation 
in his work, the liturgy was drawing us out of ourselves and into his 
blessed life (cf. CCC 1). He was conforming us to himself, and it was 
both greater than I imagined and just what I was able to receive. 

_______
By sharing my experience with you, I wanted to communicate how 
the liturgy draws us out of our fallenness and into the life of God. But 
as I write this, I realize that even more than that, I hope these words 
are a catalyst for you to enter into the mystery of God’s presence, his 
work, his liturgy with “conscious, active, and fruitful participation” 
(Sacrosanctum Concilium 11). He is the Alpha and Omega, he holds the 
depths of the earth and the mountains in his hands. And he holds you, 
too. Let him. 
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PARISH NEWS

PLEASE PRAY FOR . . .
THE SICK:
Maureen S. Currens, Triset Defonseka, Pamela K. Dwyer, Lisa Ely, 
Lynn Fedele, Dick Gelhaus, Bob Gerwin, Goad Family, Baby Leo 
Henry Grolmes, Elsa Hall, Jane Hazelton, Hummel Family, Andrea 
Kattel, Aiko Kimura, Diane Kosobud, Ed and Karen Larkin, Kevin 
Lewis, Gertrude Maxwell, Kim McClung, Elaine O’Connell, Sue Paas, 
Gerry Patterson, Gert Patterson, Patricia Scherer, Pegge Schuermann, 
Richard Seifert, Teddie Slaper, Jack Spilker, Judy Sullivan, Debbie 
Van Hise and Brigitte Vielhauer

THOSE IN THE ARMED FORCES:
Patrick Burke, Gabe Dorsey, Jacob Dorsey, Curtis Flores, Luis Flores, 
Jr., Cole Foster, Kyle Foster, Dominic Geraci, Daniel Holian, Mike 
Huber, Aaron Jacobson, Jacob Kramb, John Kramb, Kelly Leugers, 
Dominic Lloyd, Seth McGann, John Murdock, Jr., John Oscar, Sarah 
Ries, Dan Roseman, Andrew Shannon, Ian Tester, and Gus Voto

THE RECENTLY DECEASED:
† All Our Beloved Dead

LET US PRAY

FIELD CLOSED UNTIL MAY 15
The field next to the school playground was reseeded this past week. 
The ground maintenance crew has asked that the field be closed 
to all foot traffic until approximately May 15. Thank you for your 
understanding and cooperation in not using the field during this time.

OPEN SPOTS FOR SUMMER CAMP! 
St. Gertrude Parish has five male spots (incoming grades 9-12) open 
for this year’s Catholic Youth Summer Camp (CYSC), at Damascus 
Mission Campus in Centerburg, OH, from June 25 to 30. You will 
join 65 other St. Gertrude Parish high school students for high 
adventure activities and an experience you will never forget! Register 
at cysc.com using the code GERTRUDE2023. 

ST. XAVIER THIRD QUARTER HONORS
Congratulations to the following St. Gertrude Church parishioners 
for achieving first and second honors at St. Xavier High School for 
the third quarter. 
First Honors
Francis Chan
Andrew Coburn
Anthony Dorsey
Joseph Geiser
Vincent Goedde
Ryan Herzig
Sean Herzig
Evan Hoynes

Michael Park
Matthew Pung
Andrew Robbins
Jackson Robbins
James Stein
Nikolai Sweeney
Charles Walsh
Nikolas Wibowo

Second Honors
Daniel Berry
Sean Crapsey
Ernes Florkowski
John McMurry
William Schwartz
John Sulfsted
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COMMUNITY NEWS

BABY BOTTLES  
FUNDRAISER - RETURN 
YOUR FILLED BOTTLES
The Knights of Columbus Archbishop Elder 

Council #1195 is holding its annual Baby Bottle Fundraiser 
to benefit the Old St. Mary’s Pregnancy Center located in the 
Over-the-Rhine neighborhood of Cincinnati. Last weekend, the 
Knights handed out baby bottles after all Masses. Please bring 
back your filled bottles this weekend (April 22-23) or next 
weekend (April 29-30). You can also return them to the parish 
office. Thank you, in advance, for your generous support of life!

BEING PREPARED IS EVERYTHING!
Lent prepares us for Easter Joy—and now we sing, “Alleluia” 
is our song. In hope, we sing of new life in Christ. In faith, we 
believe that one day we will share in that new life. Being prepared 
is everything! Setting aside time to prepare for final arrangements 
will be hope-filled. Gate of Heaven Cemetery Family Services 
advisors invite you to attend the April Preplanning Seminar 
on April 25, at 11 a.m., 2 p.m., or 6 p.m. at Gate of Heaven 
Cemetery (11000 Montgomery Road, Cincinnati, Ohio 45249) 
Please RSVP by April 24 to community@gateofheaven.org or 
(513) 489-0300.

HEALING SERVICE
All are invited to Our Lady of the Holy Spirit Center (5440 
Moeller Ave., Norwood) on Wednesday, April 26, to pray the 
rosary, celebrate Mass, and participate in a healing service. The 
rosary begins at 6:45 p.m. and Mass is at 7:15, followed by the 
healing service. For more information, please call (513) 351-
9800.

CISE PARTY AT THE SIGN MUSEUM
You are invited to this year’s Catholic Inner-City Schools 
Education (CISE) Party at the Museum on Friday, April 28, from 
6 to 10 p.m. at The American Sign Museum (1330 Monmouth 
Ave, Cincinnati, OH 45225). Proceeds will help fund support 
services, which improve the emotional and behavioral wellness of 
students attending 10 Catholic inner-city elementary schools in 
Cincinnati. At the event, you’ll be able to explore the fun and 
unique venue while enjoying dinner by-the-bite with a drink in 
your hand. In addition to great food from Vonderhaar’s Catering 
and an open bar, you will be able to play games, bid on the silent 
auction, enjoy the scavenger hunt, and participate in multiple 
raffles. Complimentary valet parking will be provided. Admission 
is $50/person (must be 21 or older to attend). Purchase party 
and raffle tickets online at CISEKids.org. For more information, 
contact Kelly at the CISE office at (513) 263 3473 or kcamm@
cisekids.org.

GLENMARY FESTIVAL 
OF MERCY 
Come celebrate God’s love at the Glenmary Festival 
of Mercy on Sunday, April 30, at Glenmary Home 
Missioners (4119 Glenmary Trace, Fairfield, OH 
45014). There will be an Open House from 12 to 

4 p.m., a free bounce house and games for kids, music, and food for cash 
purchase. We will also pray the Divine Mercy Chaplet every half hour, 
rotating between English, Spanish, and Vietnamese. Learn more about the 
home missions at the festival and glenmary.org.

MADE FOR MORE
Renowned speaker and author Christopher West and award-winning 
musician Mike Mangione are coming to St. Susanna Catholic Church 
(616 Reading Road, Mason, OH 45040) on May 10 from 7 to 9:30 
p.m. with a beautiful multi-media event called Made for More: Visions of the 
Promised Land. This is being offered through a collaboration of St. Ignatius, 
St. Gertrude, and St. Susanna parishes, The Angelico Project, Embodied 
magazine, and The Cor Project. Tickets are limited and can be purchased 
at M4Mcincy.eventbrite.com. Bring your family and friends.

MASTERS OF ARTS PROGRAMS
The University of Dayton is a Catholic Marianist university serving the 
Archdiocese of Cincinnati with masters of arts programs in both theological 
studies and pastoral ministry and certificates in Marian studies, ministry 
and disability, and pastoral care. Assistantships that provide full tuition, a 
stipend, and professional experience are available. Admissions are rolling. 
For more information, visit tinyurl.com/UDTHEO and contact Amy 
Doorley at adoorley1@udayton.edu.

40 DAYS FOR LIFE CLOSING SERVICE
The 40 Days for Life closing service, coordinated by Cincinnati Right to 
Life, took place on Palm Sunday, April 2, at 2 p.m. St. Gertrude Church. 
Pastor, Father John Paul, led outdoor Stations of the Cross (supported by 
the Knights of Columbus Archbishop Elder Council #1195) and shared 
a closing message with all present. The outdoor Stations of the Cross 
began in the parking lot of Holy Name Church and processed to Planned 
Parenthood. Ms. Laura Strietmann, Cincinnati Right to Life executive 
director, delivered a message about the recently proposed dangerous 
amendment, which would outlaw basic health and safety protections for 
women, eliminate parental notification and consent laws that protect 
minor girls, and allow painful abortions up until birth in the State of Ohio.
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ASK A PRIEST

ASK A PRIEST—GIFTS 
AND FRUITS OF THE 
HOLY SPIRIT 
FATHER JOHN MARK SOLITARIO, O.P.

Q: What is the difference between the 
gifts and the fruits of the Holy Spirit? And 
how do we receive more of the fruits? Is it 
prayer? Good works?
A: As we continue to celebrate Easter 

and many in our community approach the altar for special 
sacraments (Baptism, Confirmation, First Holy Communion), 
it’s great to reflect on the Gift (i.e. the Holy Spirit) and gifts 
(virtues) that Christ breathes into his modern-day followers.

Here are some definitions from the Glossary to the 
Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC):

Gifts of the Holy Spirit: Permanent dispositions that 
make us docile to follow the promptings of the Holy Spirit. 
The traditional list of seven gifts of the Spirit is derived from 
Isaiah 11:1-3: wisdom, understanding, knowledge, counsel, 
piety, fortitude, and fear of the Lord.

Fruits of the Holy Spirit: The perfections that the 
Holy Spirit forms in us as the “first fruits” of eternal glory. 
The tradition of the Church identifies twelve fruits of the 
Holy Spirit [Galatians 5:22-23: charity, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, generosity, gentleness, faithfulness, 
modesty, self-control, chastity].

These gifts and perfections/virtues belong to Christ “in 
their fullness” since the Holy Spirit filled his humanity so 
he could save ours (see CCC 536). This is apparent from 
the time of Jesus’ Baptism in the Jordan when the dove, 
representing the Holy Spirit, was seen descending upon him. 
We hear that Jesus was “driven” into the desert for his 40-day 
fast and during his passion was set on doing the Father’s will 
no matter the cost. These are examples of the gifts of counsel 
and fortitude at work in our Lord’s human nature. It’s all part 
of God’s plan to redeem and elevate us.

It’s clear that Jesus meant for these gifts to “sustain” the 
lives of his followers (see CCC 1830). At the Last Supper, 
he spoke about a promised Gift from his Father who would 
guide and support his followers once he returned to heaven. The 
risen Jesus “breathed” this Holy Spirit on his disciples immediately 
on Easter Sunday, granting them peace and the power to reconcile 
sinners to God. Again, at Pentecost, the disciples were “clothed with 
power from on high” so that they could witness to Jesus and make 
disciples throughout the whole world (see Luke 24:48-49). While 
some of these gifts are sacramental powers (e.g. to baptize, to forgive 
sins, etc.), others would fall among the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit.

We should never believe that we’re separated from either the 
Gift of God, the Holy Spirit, or his gifts even though we live many 

years apart from the first disciples. We need the gifts of the Holy 
Spirit to “complete and perfect” the other virtues we receive and 
develop throughout our lives (CCC 1831). Whereas the gifts function 
as “detectors” of God’s inspirations and movements in our lives, the 
fruits reflect the long-term transformation that takes place when we 
live alongside God who is Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Supernatural 
“stuff” for those called to a supernatural destiny!

Yes! We can and should grow in our ability to use the gifts via 
sacred learning and the experience of living in communion with God 

and neighbor. Our experience of the gifts and fruits is initiated by 
the sacraments of the Church and fostered by meditation, prayer, 
and living works of love. It may not be easy to be a Christian, but 
neither is it impossible. God wouldn’t do that to us. To become 
perfect like his Father is perfect, Christ gives us a share in his own 
Holy Spirit.

Ask a Priest is a regular format for our Holy Teaching section. Submit your own 
question to bulletin@stgertrude.org for one of our Dominican priests to answer 
in the bulletin!
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Monday,
April 24

Tuesday,
April 25

Wednesday,
April 26

Thursday,
April 27

Friday,
April 28

Saturday,
April 29

Sunday,
April 30

Schola Cantorum
3:30 p.m.
PC Choir Room

Cana Family – 
Year 1 
9 a.m.
St. Dominic Lobby

Walking with 
Purpose Planning 
Meeting
8:30 a.m.
PC Choir Room

CGS Level I
11:15 a.m.
Atrium I

Walking with 
Purpose Bible 
Study
8:30 a.m.
St. Dominic Lobby

Faith Formation 
First Communion 
Retreat
8:30 a.m.
School Cafeteria

K of C Baby Bottle 
Drop-off
After all Masses
Outside Church

Become Catholic 
(RCIA)
7 p.m.
St. Dominic Lobby

True Devotion to 
Mary
12:30 p.m.
St. Dominic Lobby

Resurrection Choir 
Practice
8:45 a.m.
St. Dominic Lobby

Parish Choir
7 p.m.
PC Choir Room

Altar Server 
Training
3 p.m.
Church

K of C Baby Bottle 
Drop-off
After 4:30 p.m. Mass
Outside Church

Little Flower 
Library Open
8:45-11:15 a.m.
PC Little Flower 
Library

Healing Rosary
7 p.m.
Church

Boy Scouts
7 p.m.
School Cafeteria

Schola Cantorum
3:30 p.m.
PC Choir Room

Confirmation 
Rehearsal
6 p.m.
Church

Confirmation Mass
3 p.m.
Church

Pastoral Council 
Meeting
7 p.m.
K of C Hall

Cana Family – 
Year 1
7 p.m.
Holy Family 
Conference Room

Holy Hour with 
Confessions
7:30 p.m.
Church

L’alto: High School 
Night
7 p.m.
School Cafeteria

THE WEEK AHEAD

Please submit your Mass announcements and 
bulletin articles to bulletin@stgertrude.org
6543 Miami Avenue, Cincinnati, OH 45243

(513) 561-5954 | FAX (513) 561-5184 | 
www.StGertrude.org 

BULLETIN

5/7/23

MATERIALS DUE

4/26/23

BULLETIN DEADLINEOFFERING
St. Gertrude Parish Weekly Collection and Budget Report

Collection for April 16
Collection $ 36,384
Weekly Budget $ 36,500
Weekly Deficit ($ 116)

2nd Collection – St. Gertrude School: $2,753
Fiscal Year-To-Date (for year ending June 30, 2023)

Fiscal YTD Actual $ 1,607,354
Fiscal YTD Budget $ 1,560,000
Fiscal YTD Surplus $ 47,354
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PARISH DIRECTORY

Parish Staff
Father John Paul Walker, O.P., pastor
Father John Mark Solitario, O.P., parochial vicar
Father Joachim Kenney, O.P., parochial vicar

Dominican Friars in Residence
Father John Langlois, O.P., prior
Father Joseph Alobaidi, O.P.
Father John Corbett, O.P.
Father Michael Mary Dosch, O.P., novice master
Father Darren Pierre, O.P.

St. Gertrude School – (513) 561-8020
Principal – Sister Maria Christi Greve, O.P. ext 1101
Vice Principal – Mr. Travis Johnson ext 1101
PTO President – Amy Weidenbacher (513) 720-8805
School Advisory Council

Office of Administration – (513) 561-5954
Receptionists – Susan Kane & Teri Forlini ext 2101
Business Manager – Don Regan ext 2102
Business Office Admin Assistant – Emma Golias ext 2103
Bereavement ext 2101
Bulletin Editor bulletin@stgertrude.org
Director of Music –  
 Christopher Holman  cholman@stgertrude.org 
Safe Environment Coordinator – Emma Golias ext 2103

Office of Evangelization – (513) 561-5954
Coordinator of Catechesis of the Good Shepherd –
 Mary Beth Thiemann ext 2110
Coordinator of Youth Formation – Walter Plummer ext 2122
Coordinator of High School Ministry – 
 Laura Potter ext 2124
Communications Coordinator – Michelle Dushensky ext 2121
Office Coordinator – Kristen Eggers ext 2109
Become Catholic (RCIA)  ext 2101
 Father John Mark Solitario, O.P.

Corporal Works of Mercy
Helping Hands (Funeral Reception Ministry)–  (513) 940-2643 
 Nancy Lucas stgerthh@gmail.com
Knights of Columbus – Pete Marcello (703) 447-3978
 grandknight@elderkofc.org
Ladies of Charity – Jean Wilkinson (513) 498-5085
Parish Health Ministry – Jeanne Palcic (513) 317-4123
Pregnancy Center East 
 (for all pregnancy needs) (513) 321-3100
Soup Kitchen – Andy Cordier soupkitchen@stgertrude.org
St. Vincent De Paul Society –
  Jennifer Mansfield (513) 561-5954, ext 2112

Vocations Directors
Archdiocese of Cincinnati – 
 Father Dan Schmitmeyer (513) 421-3131
Dominican Friars –
 Father Mario Calabrese, O.P. DominicanFriars.org
Nashville Dominican Sisters –
 Sister Mara Grace, O.P. (615) 256-5486

Spiritual Works of Mercy
Baptism Team
Circle of Prayer – Barbara Rose prayercirclesg@gmail.com
Communion to Sick – Judy Hartmann (513) 984-8003
Eucharistic Adoration adoration@stgertrude.org
Natural Family Planning – Jenna Bernardo (513) 658-0444
 nfp@stgertrude.org
Pastoral Council – Ryan Schilling rryanschilling@gmail.com
Prayer Ministry for the Dying – Pat Collins (513) 265-1897
Respect Life – Lisa Campbell (865) 455-4795
Rosary Making – Larry Ball (513) 831-8572
Unbound Ministry – Nealy Mechley (513) 505-1740

Liturgical Ministries
Parish Choir – Christopher Holman  cholman@stgertrude.org 
Contemporary Music Ensemble – Paul Kindt (513) 697-9208
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion (513) 561-5954
Lectors – (513) 561-5954
Resurrection Choir – Marty Cunningham (513) 891-4226
The St. Anne and the Child Mary Guild –
 Ann McCormick (513) 382-3513
St. Joseph the Worker Society (513) 561-5954
Ushers – Douglas Postler (513) 791-6298
Viri Selecti – Ben Hoffmann pxaw@hotmail.com
Youth Choir – Christopher Holman  cholman@stgertrude.org 

Spiritual Groups
Adult Bible Study – (513) 561-5954
Angelic Warfare Confraternity –
 Father John Mark Solitario, O.P. (513) 561-5954
Benedictine Oblates – Mark Milliron (513) 536-6275
CANA Family For Mothers –
 Anita Pappalardo (513) 248-8237
Catholic Men’s Fellowship – Stan Lloyd (513) 289-5268
Confraternity of the Most Holy Rosary –
 Brian Zappia (513) 791-7299
Dominican Laity (Bishop Fenwick) –
 Mrs. Joan Ratajczak, O.P. jsratajczak@gmail.com
Dominican Laity (Our Lady of Peace) –
 Mr. Fred Thomas, O.P. (513) 335-1700 or fth5131119@aol.com
Healing Rosary – Cindy Hertzel (513) 368-8941
Seasons of Hope – Cindy Hertzel (513) 368-8941
Special Needs Moms Support Group –
 Laura Nanista (513) 301-6317
True Devotion to Mary – Anne Collins (513) 984-4708
Walking with Purpose Bible Study (Women) –  
 Martha Thompson mbthom22@gmail.com

Parish Groups
Athletic Boosters – Rob Gruber (513) 256-2566
Boy Scouts – Rob Schuette (513) 333-0040
Cub Scouts – Chris De Brunner (513) 379-1010
Garden Club  (513) 561-5954
Lenten Fish Fry – Rob Mancini (513) 520-6360
Little Flower Library – Susan Santos (513) 504-0205
Parish Coffee – Mark Findley (513) 417-9227



937-544-8068

Custom Cabinetry
anywhere in your
home or garage.

Call Matt Stutzman
today to get your
project started!

Please Patronize O
ur A

dvertisers – To Place an A
d, C

all 1-800-292-9020.

Jim Volz
CPA & Trusted

Advisor
794-1551.com

9900 Carver Rd., Blue Ash

G
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gertz  law
Y O U R  F A M I L Y ’ S  L A W Y E R

GERTZLAW.COM
	 Reading	Office	 Loveland	Office
 (513) 554-1868 (513) 583-1549

Susan	Marie	Allspach,	Esq.
Anthony	J.	Gertz,	Esq.
Anthony	J.	Gertz	II,	Esq.

•	Probate	Administration/Estate	Planning/Wills/Trusts
•	Divorce/Family	Law/Litigation

Full Service inSulation

Environmental Company
Asbestos & Mold Removal

(513) 242-0600
Central Insulation

Systems, Inc.

KLEKAMP PAVING
Asphalt Paving

Patching
Asphalt

Sealcoating
513-561-4600

www.klekamp.com

mattbonhauspainting.com

Compliments of

General Contractors and Land Development Company

6403 Madison, Madisonville • 271-1570 
1793 Ohio Pike, Amelia • 797-4888

Now 2 Locations!

ROYALMONT ACADEMY
200 Northcrest Drive, Mason, OH

Catholic Preschool • High School • Full and 1/2 day Preschool 
Enrolling Now

513-754-0555 • www.Royalmont.org

MILFORD
Body Shop Direct Call

831-5460

CASTRUCCI
COLLISION

AHP Anderson Hills Plumbing
Residential – Commercial – FREE ESTIMATES

Over 52 Years Experience & Satisfaction
Ernie, Jack, Ralph & Barb Vilardo

6229 Beechmont Avenue  513-232-3821

JEFF STANLEY The Stanley Edwards Group at Morgan Stanley
Portfolio Manager Financial Advisor
513-762-5317
7755 Montgomery Rd., Cincinnati, OH 45236
Jeff.stanley@morganstanley.com NMLS# 287975
Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC. Member SIPC. CRC 3401603 9/2021

ERIC D. BENDER
Attorney at Law

Moeller (1984)
University of Notre Dame (1988)

U.C. Law (1991)
Family Law • Wills & Probate

Lawsuits • Guardianship
Adoption

(513) 891-5630
9764 Kenwood Road in Blue Ash

Visa/Mastercard Accepted

7319 Columbia Road
Garden Center 
& Landscaping

398-1008
www.sharonnursery.com

LARRY’S 
LOCK, SAFE &  

SECURITY CENTER 
 

791-9163 
 
 
 
 

8005 Plainfield Road 
Cincinnati, OH 45236 

Larry’s
LOCK, SAFE & 

SECURITY CENTER

791-9163

8005 Plainfield Road
Cincinnati, OH 45236

18 years in Business • Call 513-321-4444

• Cincinnati’s first Joint Commissioned Private 
Duty Company

• 3 full-time nurses on staff for caregiver 
supervision and emergency consultation

• Specialized and Trained for Parkinson’s and 
Dementia Care

• Live-In specialists, but also offer 4 hour 
minimum care

Robert L. 
Franer III, AAMS®

513-334-1621 (O)
513-434-3583 (C) 
robert.l.franer@lpl.com
www.castellumfinancialadvice.com

Parishioner & Founding Member 
of The Catholic Financial Planners Network 

Helping Catholic families pursue and use wealth morally.
Securities offered through LPL Financial, a Registered Investment Advisor, member FINmember FINRA/SIPC

Area’s Oldest Death Care Leader Area’s Oldest Death Care Leader 
StrawserFuneralHome.comStrawserFuneralHome.com

513-791-7203513-791-7203
Awarded 2021 Awarded 2021 

Small Business of the Year!Small Business of the Year!

Meet Eli and Bennett, our two Meet Eli and Bennett, our two 
fur-children! We understand how fur-children! We understand how 

much pets mean to people, and we much pets mean to people, and we 
are proud to offer pet death care to are proud to offer pet death care to 
the area with the same dignity that the area with the same dignity that 

we show for all we serve!we show for all we serve!

Skyline Chili, Loveland Ohio 10640 Loveland 
Madeira Rd. Bring this bulletin to receive a 

FREE Cheese Coney 
With the Purchase of a (3,4,5) Way

Feeling good, it’s Skyline Time!

For all your real estate needs please contact me, 
a faithful and hard-working St. Gertrude 

parishioner and professional realtor.  

CAROLYN TRAUTH Realtor 

513-706-4239
www.sibcycline.com/ctrauth

Accepting 
New Clients!
Tiara Brown
513-926-7618
We come to you!

Many non-medical 
services provided.

HOME HEALTH CARE AGENCY

uwwllc@ibyfax.com

7754 CAMARGO ROAD,
CINCINNATI, 45243

513-561-6956
@PIAZZADISCEPOLI
TUES.-SAT. – 11-6

FRI. – 11-7

Jason and RhondaJason and Rhonda

7820 CAMARGO RD, MADEIRA
513-271-9378

ali.bar.grill.madeira@gmail.com
alisbarandgrill.com

Servicing Maderia and Indian Hill since 1979

Amy Resch – 513-436-4690

Enjoy 
outdoor living

all summer long!
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beatrice
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT

TIM BEATRICE
513-254-5620
timbeatrice5@yahoo.com

Knights of Columbus
Archbishop Elder Council

Email grandknight@elderkofc.org
Join today. kofc.org/joinus

Jeff Woodward, Parishioner   513-247-9241
Celebrating 30 years in business

www.wciconstruction.com

Woodward Construction, Inc.

Kitchen & Bath
Remodeling

Kinsella
561-5285

7880 Camargo Rd.
kinsellakitchens.com

Dr. Frederick A. Heiselman
General • Implant

Dentistry
Parishioner

513-561-8600
7140 Miami Ave.,Ste. 201

fheiselmandds.com

GILSON’S
ENGRAVING

ELEGANT GIFTS

Engraved gifts for all occasionsEngraved gifts for all occasions

7116 Miami Ave.

891-0730
www.gilsonsonline.com
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Chuck Borchers
REALTOR, Parishioner

513-335-4039
charles.borchers@gmail.com
chuckborchershomes.com

Accepting New Patients

Dr. Eleanor Endres
Parishioner

513-791-8880 • www.endresdentistry.com
“Oral Health is the Gateway to Healthy Living”

KENWOOD, 7500 MONTGOMERY RD.
MADISONVILLE, 4418 WHETSEL AVENUE

513-791-5353

Thomas-Justin
Funeral Homes, Inc.
Four Generations of Family Service 

to the Community

LANDSCAPE SPECIALISTS, INC.
Hardscape Landscape
• Walkways & Patios • Installations
• Driveways • Renovations
• Retaining Walls • Maintenance
• Drainage Systems • Snow Clearing

Quality Service for Over 35 years

396-6400
Ed Witte, Parishioner

WITTEWITTE

Kitchens • Bathrooms
Room Additions

Screen & Covered Porches
Lower Levels & Basements

513.492.8429
7264 Columbia Rd., Ste. 600, Maineville

www.PenderyConstruction.com

HYDE PARK
PAINTING

and
CARPENTRY
321-4100

Remodeling 
Roofing/Gutters • Concrete 

Plumbing/Electric
Drywall • Int./Ext. Painting

Your Complete Home 
Repair Company

513-472-1985
www.bestplumbercincinnati.com

$25 OFF with this Ad

Keith D. Jackson DDS
Laura K. Jackson DDS

7113 Miami Avenue 
Madeira, OH 45243
Tel: (513) 561-5318

TOTAL LIFE SAFETY, LLC
Commercial Fire Protection Services

Fire Extinguisher/ Exit Lights/Fire Alarm
Sprinkler/Backflow/Special Hazard

866-955-2318

Walter St. Clair RoofingWalter St. Clair Roofing
Serving Cincinnati Since 1923

Roofing & Sheet Metal Work
Slate & Tile Repair

Box Gutters & Seamless Gutters
Jerry St. Clair, pariShioner           641-3265

Chad Muhlenkamp
(513) 377-7221
chad.muhlenkamp@kofc.org

GEO. H. ROHDE & SON
Funeral HomeFuneral Home

Since 1910
3183 Linwood Ave., Mt. Lookout Sq.3183 Linwood Ave., Mt. Lookout Sq.

Serving Eastern Hills, Mt. Lookout & Hyde ParkServing Eastern Hills, Mt. Lookout & Hyde Park

513-321-0404513-321-0404
www.rohdefuneral.comwww.rohdefuneral.com

Directors: Steve Rohde, Denise Mercier Directors: Steve Rohde, Denise Mercier 
& Darrell Schneider& Darrell Schneider

Knights of Columbus
Asset Advisors®
kofcassetadvisors.org

94c/81m/40y/32k

1c/75m/99y/0k

Carpet, Hardwood,
Laminate and LVP 

at guaranteed lowest price, 
shop at home convenience 

and fastest installation. 
Kraig Porter
Parishioner 
513.250.2999

carpetkraig@gmail.com

Family Owned
& Operated

Established 1877

8225 Montgomery Rd
Cincinnati, Ohio 45236

513-891-8373
Peter J. Gilligan, Sr.

Investments,
firmly rooted
in faith.

Kyle Warmouth, Loan Officer/Parishioner
513-218-3218 • KyleW@eqfin.com

NMLS# 2088163-39843

INDEPENDENT LIVING
ASSISTED LIVING • MEMORY CARE

7650 CAMARGO ROAD • MADEIRA, OH 45243
513-422-5499 • WWW.TRADITIONSATCAMARGO.COM
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