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beatrice
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT

TIM BEATRICE
Parishioner

513-254-5620
timbeatrice5@yahoo.com

Knights of Columbus
Archbishop Elder Council

elderkofc.org
Join today.

Visit kofc.org/joinus

Jeff Woodward, Parishioner   513-247-9241
Celebrating 30 years in business

www.wciconstruction.com

Woodward Construction, Inc.

Kinsella

Kitchen & Bath
Remodeling

561-5285
7880 Camargo Rd.

kinsellakitchens.com

Dr. Frederick A. Heiselman
General • Implant

Dentistry
Parishioner

513-561-8600
7140 Miami Ave., 

Ste. 201
fheiselmandds.com

GILSON’S
ENGRAVING

ELEGANT GIFTS

Engraved gifts for all occasionsEngraved gifts for all occasions

7116 Miami Ave.

891-0730
www.gilsonsonline.com
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Chuck Borchers
REALTOR, Parishioner

513-335-4039
charles.borchers@gmail.com
chuckborchershomes.com

Accepting New 
Patients

Dr. Eleanor Endres
Parishioner

513-791-8880 • www.endresdentistry.com
“Oral Health is the Gateway to Healthy Living”

KENWOOD, 7500 MONTGOMERY RD.

513-791-5353
MADISONVILLE, 4418 WHETSEL AVENUE

513-271-0732

Thomas-Justin
Funeral Homes, Inc.
Four Generations of Family Service 

to the Community

OH HVAC Lic. #30854 KY HVAC Lic. M04694
OH Plumbing Lic. #46270

Process
Construction

MECHANICAL CONTRACTOR

Specializing in Piping, HVAC/R,  
Plumbing & Service • Commercial & Industrial

www.processconstruction.com
(513) 251-2211   1421 Queen City Avenue

LANDSCAPE SPECIALISTS, INC.

Hardscape Landscape
• Walkways & Patios • Installations
• Driveways • Renovations
• Retaining Walls • Maintenance
• Drainage Systems Snow Clearing

Quality Service for Over 30 years

396-6400
Ed Witte, Parishioner

WITTEWITTE

Kitchens • Bathrooms

Room Additions

Screen & Covered Porches

Lower Levels & Basements

513.492.8429
7264 Columbia Rd., Ste. 600, Maineville

www.PenderyConstruction.com

HYDE PARK
PAINTING

and
CARPENTRY
321-4100

Remodeling 
Roofing/Gutters • Concrete 

Plumbing/Electric
Drywall • Int./Ext. Painting
Your Complete Home 

Repair Company

LARRY’S 
LOCK, SAFE &  

SECURITY CENTER 
 

791-9163 
 
 
 
 

8005 Plainfield Road 
Cincinnati, OH 45236 

Larry’s
LOCK, SAFE & 

SECURITY CENTER

791-9163

8005 Plainfield Road
Cincinnati, OH 45236

513-396-7446 
fastsigns.com/352

3248 Highland Avenue,  
Cincinnati, OH 45213

Madeira Owned

Let’s make it happen!®

Monika DeRoussel
mderoussel@hotmail.com REALTOR®

513-289-1039

Gilligan Funeral Homes
Established 1877

8225 Montgomery Road • 891-8373
Traditional & Cremation Services

www.gilliganfuneralhomes.com

513-472-1985
www.bestplumbercincinnati.com

$25 OFF with this Ad

Jim Volz
CPA & Trusted

Advisor
794-1551.com

9900 Carver Rd., Blue Ash

Parishioner since 2000

513-561-2400
Stephen K. Shaw   (513) 673-8258
skshawlaw@gmail.com I skshawlaw.com
8157 Camargo Rd., Madeira, OH 45243

WILLS I TRUSTS I PROBATE

Keith D. Jackson DDS
Laura K. Jackson DDS

7113 Miami Avenue Madeira, OH 45243
Tel: (513) 561-5318

April 25, 2021

6543 Miami Ave., Cincinnati, OH 45243 | (513) 561-5954 | www.stgertrude.org6543 Miami Ave., Cincinnati, OH 45243 | (513) 561-5954 | www.stgertrude.org

TREE TRIMMING 
& REMOVAL

Joe Semrad III, Local Resident 
Certified Arborist

513-631-4442
ScapesOhio.com

Since 1987
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MASSES AND CONFESSIONS AT ST. GERTRUDE

Parish Office Hours
Monday-Friday: 8:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
School Office Hours
Monday-Friday: 7:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 
Church Hours
Every day: 7:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m.

Parish Office Info

Monday, April 26, Easter Weekday
 7:00 a.m. †Carol Coors/Melanie & John Sheridan
 8:00 a.m. †Eleanor Bermingham/The Rose Family
 11:30 a.m. †Deceased Members of the Dominican Order
Tuesday, April 27, Easter Weekday
 7:00 a.m. †Jose Licea/Mary Beth & Gertrude Stuntebeck
 8:00 a.m. †Mary Schmiesing/Pam & Justin Chmiel
 11:30 a.m. †Mary Lou Brockman/John & Marguerite Stowe
Wednesday, April 28, Easter Weekday
 7:00 a.m. †Geoffrey Wallace/Anne Schirmer
 8:00 a.m. †Barbara Dugan/The Cordier Family
 11:30 a.m. †Robert & Lois Rapien/Kathy & Morris Andes
Thursday, April 29, St. Catherine of Siena, OP (F)
 7:00 a.m. †Joseph & Marjorie Schirmer/
   The Schirmer Family
 8:00 a.m. †Dorothy Arozarena/Rita Roberts
 11:30 a.m. Robert & Mary Bartel/Sal & Teri Forlini
Friday, April 30, St. Pius V, OP (M)
 7:00 a.m. †Ann Lukey/Shari Siebert & Shirley Geglein
 8:00 a.m. Rita & †George Roberts/Laura Ringenbach
 11:30 a.m. †Anne Marie Reilly/Mary Petric

Saturday, May 1, Easter Weekday
 8:00 a.m. †Tim Ney/Patty & Jim Hook
 11:30 a.m. †The Kohus & Bough Families/
   John & Hilda Bough
May 1-2, 5th Sunday of Easter
Saturday – 4:30 p.m.
  Family & Friends of Tom Schott/Tom Schott 
Sunday – 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., 12:00 p.m. & 6:00 p.m. 
  People of St. Gertrude 
  †Mary Kay Feighery/John Feighery
  †Michael Morgan/The Morgan Family
  †Jane Thole/Kevin & Anne Lynch
Confessions will be heard in the church Monday-Friday at 
4:00 p.m., Wednesday at 7:30 p.m. and Saturday at 3:30 p.m.

Child: Joseph Israel Ater
Parents: Sarah & Sean Ater

WELCOME NEW PARISHIONERS

BAPTISM

Marianne Branham
Kim & Cynthia Caswell
Mark & Lisa Cook
Ted & Mary Beth DeMatteo
Jonathan & Kara Doerger
Mason Eckley
Joseph & Catherine Hansbauer

Joseph Heyob
Hannah Hope
Janice Kennedy
Sherri Maetzold
Patricia Raymond
Patricia Varner
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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

Once the Lord said to me, Act like a 
beggar who does not back away when 
he gets more alms than he asked for, 
but offers thanks the more fervently. 
You too, should not back away and say 
that you are not worthy of receiving 

greater graces when I give them to you. I know you are 
unworthy, but rejoice all the more and take as many 
treasures from My Heart as you can carry, for then 
you will please Me more. And I will tell you one more 
thing – take these graces not only for yourself, but also 
for others; that is, encourage the souls with whom you 
come in contact to trust in My infinite mercy. Oh, how 
I love those souls who have complete confidence in 
Me – I will do everything for them. (Diary, #294) 

FROM THE DIARY OF 
ST. MARIA FAUSTINA KOWALSKA

COVER IMAGE: “Loving Shepherd,” photo by Very Rev. 
Lawrence Lew, O.P. Detail of a mosaic in San Lorenzo 
fuori le mura in Rome of Christ the Good Shepherd, 
combined with an image of the Sacred Heart.

HEARING THE VOICE 
OF THE GOOD 
SHEPHERD DAILY 

Today, on what is called “Good 
Shepherd Sunday,” Jesus claims each of 
us as His own because He lays down His 
life for the sheep. Through His death 

and Resurrection, He has delivered us from sin and death and 
brought us into the one flock that He shepherds. It is within this 
flock that we hear His voice.

Hearing the voice of Jesus in our lives is essential to the 
development of faith in Him. He speaks to us in many ways, 
primarily through the Scriptures, the teachings of the Church, 
and the celebration of the sacraments. As the Church teaches us 
in Dei Verbum (The Dogmatic Constitution on Divine Revelation 
of the Second Vatican Council), “in the sacred books, the Father 
who is in heaven meets His children with great love and speaks 
with them; and the force and power in the word of God is so 
great that it stands as the support and energy of the Church, the 
strength of faith for her sons, the food of the soul, the pure and 
everlasting source of spiritual life.” Consequently, these words 
are perfectly applicable to Sacred Scripture: “For the word 
of God is living and active” (Heb. 4:12) and “it has power to 
build you up and give you your heritage among all those who are 
sanctified.” (Acts 20:32; see 1 Thess. 2:13) St. Ambrose says, 
“We have been given Sacred Scripture so that God and man may 
talk together; for we speak to Him when we pray; we hear Him 
when we read the divine saying.” 

I share this teaching with you as a word of encouragement for 
your daily personal prayer. I frequently encounter parishioners 
who express a longing for intimacy with God, but find a dryness 

or emptiness. Some feel they 
are just going “through the 
motions” of Catholic life 
without experiencing their 
effects; other report that 
prayers, devotions, etc. seem 
disconnected from the lived 
experience of marriage, family, 
work, school, and a whole list 
of problems. But innumerable 
people throughout the 
history of the church have 
experienced the personal 
encounter and relationship 

with Jesus precisely through prayer with Sacred Scripture and 
an ongoing study of it. The Acts of the Apostles relates that the 
Church was continually recalling and reflecting upon Sacred 
Scripture under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. We see how the 
early Christians and the local communities struggled at times to 
apply the word of God to daily life, but they persevered in prayer 
and lived with the longing for a deeper friendship with Christ.

The rebuilding and renewal of our parish life will find its 
strength and vitality when all of us are praying every day, not only 
for our own needs, but also for the needs of the parish. When led 
by the Holy Spirit, our daily prayer will provide the wisdom and 
guidance that unites us with one another in a bond of fellowship. 

My hope relies on God to rebuild and renew our parish as He 
speaks to each person and forms him into a more perfect image 
of Christ His Son. I believe that we can expect the Holy Spirit 
to strengthen our prayer individually and manifest His grace and 
power in the parish. I invite you to join me in this hope.

Let us love one another and pray for each other,
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SCHOOL NEWS

To share your gifts of prayer, involvement, and financial participation, 
please complete & return our 2020-21Annual Fund Flyer or Make an 
Online Donation by logging in to stgertrudesch.org/giving and scrolling 
down to Giving, then to the Annual Fund DONATE button.

Although recognition levels are specific to  
financial giving, each gift of prayer, involvement 
and financial participation is cherished and will be 
recognized in our campaign. 

Name: 
Address:    
City:       
State:                Zip:
Tel:
Email: 

Category (circle all that apply):      
      Parent             Faculty/Staff Member     
      Alumnus         Alumnus Parent 

r My company will match this gift.  
     (Please attach required paperwork.) 

r Please make my gift anonymous. 

r This gift is made in memory of:

Gift of Prayer 
(For example, attend one extra Mass per week, pray the Rosary every 
week,  participate in Adoration, etc). 

Please make checks payable to:  St. Gertrude School. St. Gertrude is a 
501(c)3. Gifts are tax deductible to the extent provided by law. Questions? 
Please contact Don Regan 513-561-5954 ext. 2102

Gift of Financial Participation

Support the St. Gertrude School 2020-2021 Annual Fund

160 donors  
each giving $25

$4,000

50 donors   
each giving $100

$5,000

Playground Repair 
and Improvements 

Literature Units

• Gifts of Prayer       • Gifts of Involvement      • Gifts of Financial Participation

For over 85 years, St. Gertrude School has been making a difference in the 
lives of our students, inspiring spiritual growth, intellectual challenge, and 
compassion for others. We ask you to reflect on the difference that Catholic 
education has made in your life and support St. Gertrude School through:  

100 donors  
each giving $85

$8,500

r	$25 r $75  r	$250      r	$1,000
r $50 r	$100 r	$500     r	Other: 

Support ongoing 
schoolwide 

programming

Make An Impact
By joining others in support of the St. Gertrude School Annual Fund

In celebration of eighty five years

Goal:$20,000 

Recognition Levels
Friends Circle   $1-$99
Scholars Circle   $100+
Bulldog Circle   $250+
Blue & Gold Circle  $500+
1934 Circle   $1000+
Leadership Circle  $2500+
Founders Circle  $5,000+
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EVANGELIZATION

A LIFE UPDATE
BY MEGAN DICKERT

Many of you may know that Paul 
Nitkiewicz and I are now engaged to be 
married! (You will get a prize if you can 
pronounce his last name correctly.) Our 
relationship has been long distance, 

but the time has finally come to move closer to each other. In 
mid-May, I will be moving up to the Ann Arbor, Michigan area 
(sorry to all my loyal OSU friends). I have accepted a position 
with a Catholic high 
school as their registrar/
counseling assistant. 
Before accepting this 
position, I already had 
a trip planned for May 
10-14. So my last day 
with St. Gertrude will 
be May 14th and my 
last day in the office will 
be May 7th.

Over the past twenty-one years, St. Gertrude has been my 
spiritual home. I have been abundantly blessed to experience 
this parish in a variety of ways – as a graduate from our grade 
school, a teen in our youth ministry program, a volunteer while 

I was attending college, a parish intern for a summer, and finally 
serving the youth of our parish for the past five years. To say 
the least, St. Gertrude parish has profoundly affected my life! 
Through my experience as a teen in the youth ministry program, 
I deeply encountered Jesus which led me to serve in ministry 
full-time.

I am so grateful for each and every teen that I have met through 
my time serving this parish. Many times while in this position, I 
have been overcome with gratitude for the work that I have been 
blessed to do here – from witnessing teens encounter Jesus and 
strive for a deeper relationship with Him, watching authentic 
friendships being fostered between the teens of the program, 
enduring sleepless nights on the bus traveling to Washington 
DC for the March for Life, watching teens conquer a homemade 
escape room, praying with teens, and getting demolished in 
a shaving cream fight. For all of this and so much more, I am 
grateful! 

I will miss the parish community that has supported me and 
impacted my life deeply – the friars, the staff, the parishioners, 
and the teens that I have been blessed to journey with over the 
years. I will be back occasionally to visit my family. So if you see 
me around, please do not be a stranger. Please pray for me and 
Paul as we prepare for our marriage in October. Know that I am 
praying for you.

EVANGELIZATION TEAM OPENING
Communications Coordinator
Position Description: St. Gertrude Church and School is hiring 
a full-time communications coordinator. The coordinator must 
have a demonstrable desire to evangelize through beauty and the 
written word, and serve as an integral part of the Evangelization 
Team. The communications coordinator will be responsible for 
helping to shape St. Gertrude’s communication strategy across 
multiple platforms including print, social media, website, email, 
and video.

Specifically, the coordinator will implement St. Gertrude 
brand and style guidelines across all official church and school 
communications; serve as the parish bulletin editor; design, 
compose, and edit both print and electronic promotional 
materials; manage our websites; grow our social media presence 
(which includes Twitter, Facebook, and Youtube); assist with 
design and layout of catechetical materials produced in-house; 

schedule and manage livestream Masses; and serve as a general 
editor of content produced by the Evangelization Team. The 
coordinator must be proficient in writing and editing, have 
experience with social media, and possess basic graphic design 
skills. Photography and videography skills are a plus. 

Status: full-time, with an option to work a portion of the hours 
remotely 

Contact: Interested candidates should submit a cover letter, 
resume, contact information for three references, and one 
writing sample to Brad Bursa, Evangelization Team Lead and 
Director of Adult Formation at bbursa@stgertrude.org.

Applications will be accepted through April 28, or until the 
position is filled.

Other Job openings can be found at https://www.stgertrude.org/
employment.html
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PARISH NEWS

PLEASE PRAY FOR...
THE SICK: 
Michael Bell, Bettie Caudill, Ann Cerone, Marguerite Crema, 
Kylee Dawson, Triset Defonseka, Ed Doll, Jean Ellert, Kathy 
Elsbernd, Lisa Ely, Bob Gerwin, Andrew Goad, Cameron 
Goad, Matthew Goad, Glenn Grismere, Loretta Holden, 
Hummel Family, Megan Johnson, Aiko Kimura, Ed Kinney, 
Janice Koncius, Nancy Lucas, Sandra Munyon, Gerry Patterson, 
Michelle (Lydon) Ruscher, Jane Sansalone, Ellen Schaengold, 
Patricia Scherer, Pegge Schuermann, Richard Seifert, Teddie 
Slaper, Jack Spilker, Jim Spurgin, Patricia Strauss, Judy Sullivan, 
Mary Saul, Mary Valker and Bill Van Hise

THOSE IN THE ARMED FORCES: 
Patrick Burke, Cole and Kyle Foster, Dominic Geraci, Daniel 
Holian, Mike Huber, Aaron Jacobson, Jacob Kramb, John 
Kramb, Kelly Leugers, John Oscar, Sarah Ries, Dan Roseman, 
Andrew Shannon, and Ian Tester

THE RECENTLY DECEASED
Martha Bunker

LET US PRAY

IMPORTANT UPDATE 
REGARDING CAMP 3:16
Dear Parents, After prayerful discernment, the Office of 
Evangelization has unfortunately felt the need to postpone Camp 
3:16 until next summer. We were eager to create a new, vibrant 
summer ministry experience for children ages 4 years old-8th grade. 
However, because of several upcoming staff changes in our office, 
the collaborative team that was planning the camp experience is 
being rebuilt. Given the extensive transition that will be taking 
place over the next few months, we do not feel we could offer 
the kind of quality summer camp experiences our parishioners are 
accustomed to, and frankly, the children deserve. As our team is 
rebuilt, please keep us in your prayers as you are in ours. We look 
forward to seeing how the Lord works and we will be working on a 
few simpler summer events for the youth of the parish. Stay tuned!

FLOWER SALE
The St. Gertrude Respect Life Ministry will be selling beautiful 
hanging flower baskets and 4 1/2” individual potting plants at all 
Masses on Mother’s Day weekend, May 8 and 9. All proceeds 
benefit Right to Life of Greater Cincinnati. These baskets make 
a perfect gift for Mother’s Day and for your own garden and can 
be purchased with cash or checks made out to Right to Life. 
Questions? Contact Jana Widmeyer at jmwidmeyer@gmail.com.

MARIAN CONSECRATION – JUNE 12TH
On June 12, the Fatima statue will arrive at St. 
Gertrude, one of the stops during the 
Archdiocese’s Bicentennial Marian Pilgrimage. 
Part of our celebration will include a Marian 
concert at 7:00 p.m., followed by a Marian 
Consecration ceremony. 
In order to prepare for the consecration, 
the Archdiocese has provided PLENTY of 

complimentary copies of the pamphlet version of Fr. Michael 
Gaitley’s 33 Days to Morning Glory. For those who wish to make 
the consecration on June 12, you will begin your 33 days of 
preparation on May 10. 
The parish will be offering the video-based program for the 
book, as well. These talks will be shown in the Parish Center 
Lobby from 7:00-8:15 p.m. on the following dates: 
 May 6th – Introduction and St. Louis de Montfort
 May 20th – St. Maximilian Kolbe and  

Blessed Mother Teresa
 June 3rd – St. Pope John Paul II and Conclusion

CANA FAMILY FOR MOTHERS
Are you looking for a way to share ideas with other moms on how 
to raise faith-filled children and strengthen your marriage? A new 
Cana Family – Called to Motherhood group is being formed for 
Fall 2021! We meet twice per month from September through 
May to reflect on the Gospel, Catechism and Pope JPII’s writings 
on the dignity of women. We share stories and advice on how 
to raise faith-filled children and be better wives and mothers. 
Please come and meet current members on Thursday, April 
29, from 9:30-11:00 a.m. in the Parish Center to learn more. 
Babysitting will be provided. You can find more info at http://
www.canafamilyinstitute.com. Please contact Alexandra Schreck 
at alexandra.canavan94@gmail.com with any questions.

MOTHER’S DAY NOVENA
A beautiful spiritual remembrance for your 
Mother, Grandmother, Aunts or friends is 
to enroll them in the Mother’s Day Novena 
of Masses to be offered here at St. Gertrude 
Church. This Novena of nine Masses begins on Mother’s Day 
through May 17. Novena Cards are available at the entrances of 
the Church and also at the parish office in the school.

http://www.canafamilyinstitute.com/
http://www.canafamilyinstitute.com/
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COMMUNITY

THE FEAST DAY OF  
BLESSED FREDERIC OZANAM

Every year, on the last Sunday in April, members of 
the Society of St. Vincent de Paul around the world 
celebrate the Ozanam Sunday in honor of the founder 
of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, Blessed Frederic 
Ozanam. Born in 1813 in Milan, Frederic was a 

gifted scholar who studied at the Sorbonne in Paris. At that time, 
religion was under attack in Europe, and Frederic became a 
champion for the Catholic faith. At one point, one of his fellow 
students challenged him by saying, “show us your works!” 
Frederic rose to the challenge. He and a group of his fellow 
students formed the “Conference of History,” and working with 
Daughters of Charity, began to visit and help the poor in some of 
the most impoverished neighborhoods of Paris. All St. Vincent 
de Paul members are still based in groups called “Conferences” 
because of this first Conference founded by Frederic. 
Meeting People Where They Live 
The Daughters of Charity who taught Frederic and the first 
Vincentians felt strongly that those in need should be met in 
their homes. Frederic wrote, “The knowledge of social wellbeing 
and reform is not to be learned from books…but by sitting by 
[the person in need’s] bedside, feeling the same cold that pierces 
him, hearing the secret of his lonely…mind.” This tradition of 
meeting people in their homes, maintaining their confidentiality 
and dignity, and truly seeing Christ in them, is still the heart of 
what we do as members of St. Vincent de Paul today. 
Frederic’s Legacy Lives On 
Frederic was a pioneer in many ways. He spoke out against 
abuse of children, unsafe conditions in industry, and government 
corruption. He envisioned the establishment of a network of 
charity that would span the world. His dream has been realized – 
there are now Conferences in over 140 countries around the 
world. Sadly, he died in 1853 when he was just 40 years old, 
but his legacy lives on in hundreds of thousands of Vincentians 
who have followed in his footsteps, still meeting with and serving 
those in need in any way possible. 
You can be one of those people by getting involved in the St. 
Gertrude SVDP Conference by leaving a message on the SVDP 
voice mail at 513-561-5954, extension 2112 and you will be 
contacted by a Volunteer member of SVDP.
“Do not be afraid of new beginnings. Be creative. Be inventive. You who 
have energy: who have enthusiasm; who want to do something of value for 
the future; Be inventive, launch out; Do not wait!” 

–Blessed Frederic Ozanam (1813-1853) 

KOC BABY BOTTLE FUNDRAISER
A reminder that the Knights will 
be collecting baby bottles filled 
with cash, coins, or check at all 
Masses on Sunday, April 25 

(including Saturday vigil Mass). All proceeds will be donated to 
Old St. Mary’s Pregnancy Center in Over-The-Rhine. If you are 
unable to return bottles on these dates, please drop off at the 
parish office.

MAY SHARING VAN
On May 1st & 2nd, the Ladies of Charity will be collecting for 
Mary Magdalen House in Over-the-Rhine. The center serves the 
homeless by providing bathrooms and shower facilities, use of 
the telephone, and laundering of one set of clothing. They do not 
provide meals. Mary Magdalen House has special needs for the 
following items in addition to cash donations:
 Brown paper grocery bags to hold clients’ clothes.
 Clothing (can be used unless noted): Men’s underwear sizes 

30-36 (new), thermal long johns, men’s and women’s white 
socks, men’s and women’s belts, shirts (particularly flannel) 
sizes L, XL, shoes (particularly gym shoes). OF SPECIAL 
NEED: women’s underwear and washable pants.

 Cleaning supplies: Drano, Lysol (liquid), laundry detergent, 
bleach, windshield fluid, Top Job, plastic bags, dryer sheets, 
paper towels, toilet tissue, Mr. Clean.

 Personal Care Items: towels, face cloths, aftershave/perfume, 
Vaseline, baby powder, toothbrushes/paste, combs, Kleenex, 
personal size shampoo and soap, lotion, Q-tips, spray deodorant.

Please call Jean Wilkinson at 513-498-5085 with any questions 
about Mary Magdalen House or Ladies of Charity. Thank you so 
much for your help!
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HOLY TEACHING

ASK A PRIEST –
CHURCH-SHOPPING 
AND PARISH-HOPPING
BY FR. JOHN MARK SOLITARIO, O.P. 

Q: I don’t really like the parish and pastor 
near my house. Do I have a responsibility to 
my “territorial parish”?

A: Until recently in the US, Catholic daily living had a lot to 
do with the neighborhood church, school, and its pastor. Of 
course, a parish is more than mere geography. It is a spiritual 
association with a distinct purpose. A parish is defined as “a 
certain community of the Christian faithful stably constituted 
in a particular church [i.e., a diocese] whose pastoral care is 
entrusted to a pastor (parochus) as its proper pastor (pastor) 
under the authority of the diocesan bishop.”1 Pope St. John 
Paul II emphasized this above all as a Eucharistic community 
(koinonia) in which the ordained pastors and all the faithful 
are spiritually refreshed, joined together, and encouraged to 
share the gifts they have received from Christ for the building of 
God’s kingdom. The parish makes the universal Church present 
close to where people live their lives and provides access to the 
Gospel and the grace of the sacraments. The priest selected by 
the diocesan bishop to preside over this group represents and 
channels the bishop’s authority, joining the local neighborhood 
to the diocese, the local Church.2 “Pastor” is much more than an 
honorary title among Catholics and their clergy.

What is the pastor supposed to be for the Christians who come 
to the parish in order to “actualize” their lives as Catholics? 
What implied responsibilities do Catholics have to the parish in 
which they reside or where they exercise the legitimate option to 
register (as is permitted within the Archdiocese of Cincinnati)? 
Canon law offers us a picture of the good pastor and how he is to 
relate to his parishioners:

“The pastor (parochus) is the proper pastor (pastor) of the parish 
entrusted to him, exercising the pastoral care of the community 
committed to him under the authority of the diocesan bishop in 
whose ministry of Christ he has been called to share, so that for the 
same community he carries out the functions of teaching, sanctifying, 
and governing, also with the cooperation of other presbyters [i.e. 
assisting priests] or deacons and with the assistance of lay members 
of the Christian faithful, according to the norm of law.”3 

As Pope St. John Paul II emphasized, the pastor must place 
his ministry at the service of all the faithful who are under his 
care. Much of the exercise of his unique priestly gifts is meant 

to stimulate similar albeit different gifts of teaching, sanctifying, 
and governing among the people. In fact, the pastor could not 
carry out his mandate to teach the Catholic faith, celebrate 
the Sacraments, and guide the baptized if it were not for the 
cooperation of many dedicated lay people who want to play their 
part in teaching, worshipping, and serving for the growth of the 
Kingdom of God. The way the pastor is called to exercise his 
priestly gifts among his parishioners is also very personal: 

“In order to fulfill his office diligently, a pastor is to strive to know 
the faithful entrusted to his care. Therefore he is to visit families, 
sharing especially in the cares, anxieties, and griefs of the faithful, 
strengthening them in the Lord, and prudently correcting them if 
they are failing in certain areas. With generous love he is to help the 
sick, particularly those close to death, by refreshing them solicitously 
with the sacraments and commending their souls to God; with 
particular diligence he is to seek out the poor, the afflicted, the 
lonely, those in exile from their country, and similarly those weighed 
down by difficulties. He is to work so that spouses and parents are 
supported in fulfilling their proper duties and is to foster growth of 
Christian life in the family.”4 

As the bishop is for the entire diocese, so the pastor is for the 
parish. Modeling his life and ministry after Jesus, the Good 
Shepherd, he must know his sheep well, remain near them, and 
lead them toward safe pastures. In an era of “Church shopping” 
and “parish hopping,” devout Catholics should make sure to 
have steady and personal 
contact with their pastor, 
his assistant clergy, and their 
fellow parishioners. How can 
one receive adequate spiritual 
care otherwise? How can one 
be fully “Catholic” without 
living as a habitual member 
of a local Christian flock, 
bound through its pastor to 
the diocesan bishop and, 
through him, to the rest of the 
worldwide Church?

1 Code of Canon Law (CIC), 515.1.
2 See Pope St. John Paul II, Christifideles Laici, 26-27.
3 CIC 519.
4 CIC 529.1.

“Ask a priest” will be a regular format for our Holy Teaching section in the coming 
months. Submit your own question to bulletin@stgertrude.org for one of our Dominican 
priests to answer in the bulletin!
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BULLETIN DEADLINE

Monday, 
April 26

Tuesday, 
April 27

Wednesday, 
April 28

Thursday, 
April 29

Friday, 
April 30

Saturday, 
May 1

Sunday, 
May 2

Religious 
Education
3:30 p.m.
School Atrium

True Devotion
12:30 p.m.
Parish Center 
St. Dominic Lobby

Resurrection 
Choir Practice
8:30 a.m.
Parish Center 
St. Joseph Mtg. Rm.

Cana Family
9:30 a.m.
Parish Center 
St. Dominic Lobby

Amiguitas del 
Corazon de Jesus
4:30 p.m.
Parish Center 
St. Dominic Lobby

RE First 
Communion 
Retreat
9:00 a.m.
School Cafeteria

LOC Mary 
Magdalen House
After All Morning 
Masses
Sharing Van

Core Team 
Meeting
7:00 p.m.
School Cafeteria

Children’s Choir
3:00 p.m.
Parish Center 
St. Dominic Lobby

Illuminate
1:45 p.m.
Parish Center 
St. Dominic Lobby

Regina Veritatis 
Team Meeting
6:30 p.m.
Parish Center 
Music Room

SGS First 
Communion
2:00 p.m.
Church

Rosary Sales
After All Morning Masses
Outside (weather 
permitting) or  
Parish Center  
St. Dominic Lobby

Healing Rosary
7:00 p.m.
Church

Religious 
Education
4:30 p.m.
School Atrium

Adult Choir
7:00 p.m.
Parish Center 
St. Dominic Lobby

LOC Mary 
Magdalen House
After 4:30 p.m. Mass
Sharing Van

Religious 
Education
9:00 & 11:00 a.m.
School Cafeteria, 
Classrooms

RCIA
7:00 p.m.
Parish Center 
St. Dominic Lobby

Boy Scouts
7:00 p.m.
School Cafeteria

Benediction
8:50 p.m.
Church

Religious 
Education 8th 
Grade Breakfast
9:15 a.m.
School Cafeteria

HSYM 
Discipleship 
Training Cells
7:00 p.m.
Parish Center

THE WEEK AHEAD

For guidelines about meetings on campus and scheduling information, please visit: stgertrude.org/covid-19-guidelines/.

Collection for April 18
Weekly Budget  $ 38,235
Collection  $ 23,835
Weekly Deficit ($ 14,400)

Fiscal Year-To-Date (for year ending June 30, 2021)
Fiscal YTD Budget $ 1,647,647
Fiscal YTD Actual $ 1,595,154
Fiscal YTD Deficit ($ 52,493)

Please Note: Due to 1st Holy Communion on May 2 at the noon Mass, the entire front section of the 
church will be filled with 1st Communicants that day. Therefore, seating in the church will be limited. 
Thank you for your understanding and for your prayers for our children.



St. Gertrude Roman Catholic Church9

Parish Staff
Rev. George Schommer, O.P., pastor
Rev. Clement Dickie, O.P., parochial vicar 
Rev. John Mark Solitario, O.P., parochial vicar 

Dominican Friars in Residence
Very Rev. John Langlois, O.P., prior
Rev. Joseph Alobaidi, O.P.
Rev. John Corbett, O.P.
Rev. Paul J. Keller, O.P.
Rev. Michael Mary Dosch, O.P., novice master

St. Gertrude School – 513.561.8020
Principal – Sr. Maria Christi Greve, O.P. ext 1101
Vice Principal – Mr. Travis Johnson ext 1101
PTO President – Sarah Schilling 513.315.1053
School Advisory Council 

Office of Administration – 513.561.5954
Receptionists – Susan Kane & Teri Forlini ext 2101
Business Manager – Don Regan  ext 2102
Wedding/Bereavement Coordinator – 
 AnnaMaria Spurgin  amspurgin@stgertrude.org
Bulletin Editor  bulletin@stgertrude.org
Sacristan – Sheila Saalfeld  ext 2401
Director of Music – Catherine Fishlock ext 2116

Office of Evangelization – 513.561.5954
Executive Director – Brad Bursa, PhD ext 2109
Primary Evangelization: PK-2nd Grade & Catechesis of the 
Good Shepherd 
 Cindy Wurzelbacher  ext 2109
Jr. High Evangelization: 3rd-8th Grade – Bryan Wells  ext 2109
Jr. High Youth Ministry: 7th-8th Grade – Bryan Wells  ext 2109
High School Youth Ministry – Megan Dickert  ext 2109
Executive Assistant – Kristen Eggers  513.561.8369
Aquinas Society of Cincinnati (Adults & Families) – 
 Rev. Clement Dickie, O.P.
Rites of Christian Initiation (R.C.I.A.) – 
 Rev. John Mark Solitario, O.P.

Corporal Works of Mercy
Helping Hands – Nancy Lucas  stgerthh@gmail.com
Knights of Columbus – Phil Motz 513-444-5072
Ladies of Charity – Jean Wilkinson  513.498.5085
Parish Health Ministry – Jeanne Palcic  513.317.4123
Pregnancy Center East (for all pregnancy needs) 513.321.3100
Soup Kitchen – Andy Cordier  soupkitchen@stgertrude.org
St. Vincent De Paul Society – Jim Spurgin  513.561.5954, ext 2112
Visitation of the Sick – Judy Hartmann  513.984.8003

Vocations Directors
Archdiocese of Cincinnati – Fr. Dan Schmitmeyer 513.421.3131
Dominican Friars – 
 Fr. Jacob Bertrand Janczyk, O.P. DominicanFriars.org
Nashville Dominican Sisters – Sr. Mara Grace, O.P. 615.256.5486

Spiritual Works of Mercy
Baptism Team –
Circle of Prayer – Barbara Rose  prayercirclesg@gmail.com
Communion to Sick – Judy Hartmann  513.984.8003
Natural Family Planning – David & Ann Stein  513.207.9673
Pastoral Council – Mark Kosobud  513.469.0852
Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration  513.561.5954 ext 2136
Prayer Ministry for the Dying – Pat Collins  513.265.1897
Regina Veritatis Prayer & Healing – Nealy Mechley  513.505.1740
Respect Life – Debbie Graham  513.984.4766
Rosary Making – Larry Ball  513.831.8572
Unbound Ministry – Nealy Mechley 513.505.1740

Liturgical Ministries
Adult Choir – Catherine Fishlock 513.561.5954
Contemporary Music Ensemble – Paul Kindt 513.697.9208
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion –  513.561.5954
Lectors –  513.561.5954 ext 1123
Resurrection Choir – Marty Cunningham 513.891.4226
The St. Anne and the Child Mary Guild – 
 Cristina Genung 513.404.6011
St. Joseph the Worker Society – 
 Rev. Clement Dickie, O.P. 513.561.5954
Ushers – Douglas Postler 513.791.6298
Viri Selecti – Ben Hoffmann pxaw@hotmail.com
Youth Choir – Catherine Fishlock 513.561.5954

Spiritual Groups
Adult Bible Study –  513.561.5954
Amiguitas del Corazón de Jesús – 
 Nora Klopp-Frias noraklopp08@gmail.com
Angelic Warfare Confraternity – 
 Rev. John Mark Solitario, O.P. 513.561.5954
Benedictine Oblates – Mark Milliron 513.536.6275
Catholic Men’s Fellowship – Paul Rieger 513.885.5903
Confraternity of the Most Holy Rosary – 
 Brian Zappia 513.791.7299
Dominican Laity (Bishop Fenwick) – 
 Joan Ratajczak jsratajczak@gmail.com
Dominican Laity (Our Lady of Peace) – 
 Mr. Fred Thomas, O.P. 513.335.1700 or fth5131119@aol.com
FAMILIA/CANA Family For Mothers – 
 Anita Pappalardo 513.248.8237
Holy Family Prayer Group – Malissa Frohlich 513.519.5197 
Special Needs Moms Support Group – 
 Tina Rolfes tina.rolfes123@gmail.com
True Devotion to Mary – Anne Collins 513.984.4708

Parish Groups
Athletic Boosters – Marc Gerwel 513.774.7779
Boy Scouts – Robert Dinga 612.616.8242
Cub Scouts – Chris De Brunner 513.379.1010
Garden Club – Susan Brokaw 513.702.6877
Lenten Fish Fry – Rob Mancini 513.520.6360
Little Flower Library – Susan Santos 513.504.0205
Parish Coffee – Mark Findley 513.417.9227

PARISH DIRECTORY



513.225.6428
www.homeography.biz

*Photos
*Video
*Drone

  Treating Your Home
  Like Our Own

Roofi ng • Siding • Gutters
Windows • Storm Restoration

7100 Sennet Place 
West Chester, OH 45069

TitanSidingAndRoofing.com
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 513-574-0005 Residential & Commercial
 www.andersonautomatic.com “Since 1929”

Heating & Cooling
Providing Heating & Cooling Services to Parishioners of St. Gertrude since 1929.

Automatic

Walter St. Clair RoofingWalter St. Clair Roofing
Serving Cincinnati Since 1923

Roofing & Sheet Metal Work
Slate & Tile Repair

Box Gutters & Seamless Gutters
Jerry St. Clair, pariShioner           641-3265

gertz  law
Y O U R  F A M I L Y ’ S  L A W Y E R

GERTZLAW.COM
	 Reading	Office	 Loveland	Office
 (513) 554-1868 (513) 583-1549

Susan	Marie	Allspach,	Esq.
Anthony	J.	Gertz,	Esq.
Anthony	J.	Gertz	II,	Esq.

•	Probate	Administration/Estate	Planning/Wills/Trusts
•	Divorce/Family	Law/Litigation

•	Business/Corporate	Transactions/Contracts

Now Offering Permanent Makeup
(513) 429-3110

7835 Camargo Road, Madeira, OH
www.thedeluxenailsspa.com

Voted Best
of CinCinnati

 2018

Mon-Fri 9:30a-8:00p
Sat 9:30a-6:30p
Sun 11:00a-6:00p

Full Service inSulation

Environmental Company
Asbestos & Mold Removal

(513) 242-0600

Central Insulation
Systems, Inc.

Electric Company Inc.
350 Pike Street, Covington, KY

859-491-2984

Robert L. Franer III, AAMS®

Parishioner & Member of The Catholic Financial Planners Network
Faith based Financial Planning and Investment Management

513-334-1621 (O) | 513-434-3583 (C) 
robert.l.franer@lpl.com
www.franerfinancialadvice.com

Securities offered through LPL Financial, a Registered Investment Advisor, member FINmember FINRA/SIPC

Compliments of
A Friend of the Parish

KLEKAMP PAVING
Asphalt Paving

Patching
Asphalt

Sealcoating

513-561-4600
www.klekamp.com

mattbonhauspainting.com

Compliments of

General Contractors and Land Development Company

6403 Madison, Madisonville • 271-1570 
1793 Ohio Pike, Amelia • 797-4888

Now 2 Locations!

Every family has their traditions...
Traditions can be a part of yours.

INDEPENDENT LIVING
ASSISTED LIVING • MEMORY CARE
7650 CAMARGO ROAD • MADEIRA, OH 45243

513-422-5499 • WWW.TRADITIONSATCAMARGO.COM

Gary BergmanGary Bergman
OCNT-LandscapeOCNT-Landscape

(513) 200-9141(513) 200-9141
designsofnature@embarqmail.comdesignsofnature@embarqmail.com

Landscape Design & Installation
                    Lawn & Bed Care

ROYALMONT ACADEMY
200 Northcrest Drive, Mason, OH

Catholic Preschool • High School • Full and 1/2 day Preschool 
ENROLLING NOW!

513-754-0555 • www.Royalmont.org

FREE PICK UP & DELIVERY SERVICE

513-321-5100
Widmerscleaners.com

7700 Shawnee Run Rd.,
Cincinnati, 45243Premier Dry Cleaners Since 1910

HALPIN
PLUMBING, INC.

513-631-2001
REMODEL/REPAIR

CASTRUCCI
COLLISION

MILFORD
Body Shop Direct Call

831-5460

Organizing & 
decluttering support 

for homes & small 
businesses

A life better organized 
has more time

for living!702-1849

AHP Anderson Hills Plumbing
Residential – Commercial – FREE ESTIMATES

Over 51 Years Experience & Satisfaction
Ernie, Jack, Ralph & Barb Vilardo

6229 Beechmont Avenue  513-232-3821

STRAWSER & STALEY
FUNERAL HOMES

BLUE ASH
9503 Kenwood Rd., Blue Ash OH 45242 

513-791-7203 • www.strawserfuneralhome.com 
Traditional Burial, Pre-Arranged Planning, Green 

Burial, Cremation Service and Pet Death Care.

GEO. H. ROHDE & SON

Funeral HomeFuneral Home
Since 1910

3183 Linwood Ave., Mt. Lookout Sq.3183 Linwood Ave., Mt. Lookout Sq.
Serving Eastern Hills, Mt. Lookout & Hyde ParkServing Eastern Hills, Mt. Lookout & Hyde Park

513-321-0404513-321-0404
www.rohdefuneral.comwww.rohdefuneral.com

Directors: Directors: 
Steve Rohde, Denise Mercier Steve Rohde, Denise Mercier 

& Darrell Schneider& Darrell Schneider

NMLS# 287975

JEFF STANLEY
Portfolio Manager
Financial Advisor
513-762-5317
7755 Montgomery Rd., Cincinnati, OH 45236
Jeff.stanley@morganstanley.com
Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC. Member SIPC. CRC 3376205 12/2020

The Stanley Edwards Group 
at Morgan Stanley

ERIC D. BENDER
Attorney at Law

Moeller (1984)
University of Notre Dame (1988)

U.C. Law (1991)

www.ericbenderlaw.com
Family Law • Wills & Probate

Lawsuits • Guardianship
Adoption

891-5630
9764 Kenwood Road

in Blue Ash
Visa/Mastercard Accepted

ATECH Fire Services
Commercial Fire Protection Services

Fire Extinguisher/Exit Lights/Fire Alarm
Sprinkler/Backflow/Special Hazard

513-755-1222

7319 Columbia Road

Garden Center 
& Landscaping

398-1008
www.sharonnursery.com
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beatrice
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT

TIM BEATRICE
Parishioner

513-254-5620
timbeatrice5@yahoo.com

Knights of Columbus
Archbishop Elder Council

elderkofc.org
Join today.

Visit kofc.org/joinus

Jeff Woodward, Parishioner   513-247-9241
Celebrating 30 years in business

www.wciconstruction.com

Woodward Construction, Inc.

Kinsella

Kitchen & Bath
Remodeling

561-5285
7880 Camargo Rd.

kinsellakitchens.com

Dr. Frederick A. Heiselman
General • Implant

Dentistry
Parishioner

513-561-8600
7140 Miami Ave., 

Ste. 201
fheiselmandds.com

GILSON’S
ENGRAVING

ELEGANT GIFTS

Engraved gifts for all occasionsEngraved gifts for all occasions

7116 Miami Ave.

891-0730
www.gilsonsonline.com
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Chuck Borchers
REALTOR, Parishioner

513-335-4039
charles.borchers@gmail.com
chuckborchershomes.com

Accepting New 
Patients

Dr. Eleanor Endres
Parishioner

513-791-8880 • www.endresdentistry.com
“Oral Health is the Gateway to Healthy Living”

KENWOOD, 7500 MONTGOMERY RD.

513-791-5353
MADISONVILLE, 4418 WHETSEL AVENUE

513-271-0732

Thomas-Justin
Funeral Homes, Inc.
Four Generations of Family Service 

to the Community

OH HVAC Lic. #30854 KY HVAC Lic. M04694
OH Plumbing Lic. #46270

Process
Construction

MECHANICAL CONTRACTOR

Specializing in Piping, HVAC/R,  
Plumbing & Service • Commercial & Industrial

www.processconstruction.com
(513) 251-2211   1421 Queen City Avenue

LANDSCAPE SPECIALISTS, INC.

Hardscape Landscape
• Walkways & Patios • Installations
• Driveways • Renovations
• Retaining Walls • Maintenance
• Drainage Systems Snow Clearing

Quality Service for Over 30 years

396-6400
Ed Witte, Parishioner

WITTEWITTE

Kitchens • Bathrooms

Room Additions

Screen & Covered Porches

Lower Levels & Basements

513.492.8429
7264 Columbia Rd., Ste. 600, Maineville

www.PenderyConstruction.com

HYDE PARK
PAINTING

and
CARPENTRY
321-4100

Remodeling 
Roofing/Gutters • Concrete 

Plumbing/Electric
Drywall • Int./Ext. Painting
Your Complete Home 

Repair Company

LARRY’S 
LOCK, SAFE &  

SECURITY CENTER 
 

791-9163 
 
 
 
 

8005 Plainfield Road 
Cincinnati, OH 45236 

Larry’s
LOCK, SAFE & 

SECURITY CENTER

791-9163

8005 Plainfield Road
Cincinnati, OH 45236

513-396-7446 
fastsigns.com/352

3248 Highland Avenue,  
Cincinnati, OH 45213

Madeira Owned

Let’s make it happen!®

Monika DeRoussel
mderoussel@hotmail.com REALTOR®

513-289-1039

Gilligan Funeral Homes
Established 1877

8225 Montgomery Road • 891-8373
Traditional & Cremation Services

www.gilliganfuneralhomes.com

513-472-1985
www.bestplumbercincinnati.com

$25 OFF with this Ad

Jim Volz
CPA & Trusted

Advisor
794-1551.com

9900 Carver Rd., Blue Ash

Parishioner since 2000

513-561-2400
Stephen K. Shaw   (513) 673-8258
skshawlaw@gmail.com I skshawlaw.com
8157 Camargo Rd., Madeira, OH 45243

WILLS I TRUSTS I PROBATE

Keith D. Jackson DDS
Laura K. Jackson DDS

7113 Miami Avenue Madeira, OH 45243
Tel: (513) 561-5318

April 25, 2021

6543 Miami Ave., Cincinnati, OH 45243 | (513) 561-5954 | www.stgertrude.org6543 Miami Ave., Cincinnati, OH 45243 | (513) 561-5954 | www.stgertrude.org

TREE TRIMMING 
& REMOVAL

Joe Semrad III, Local Resident 
Certified Arborist

513-631-4442
ScapesOhio.com

Since 1987


