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beatrice
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT

TIM BEATRICE
Parishioner

513-254-5620
timbeatrice5@yahoo.com

Knights of Columbus
Archbishop Elder Council

elderkofc.org
Join today.

Visit kofc.org/joinus

Jeff Woodward, Parishioner   513-247-9241
Celebrating 30 years in business

www.wciconstruction.com

Woodward Construction, Inc.

Kinsella

Kitchen & Bath
Remodeling

561-5285
7880 Camargo Rd.

kinsellakitchens.com

Dr. Frederick A. Heiselman
General • Implant

Dentistry
Parishioner

513-561-8600
7140 Miami Ave., 

Ste. 201
fheiselmandds.com

GILSON’S
ENGRAVING

ELEGANT GIFTS

Engraved gifts for all occasionsEngraved gifts for all occasions

7116 Miami Ave.

891-0730
www.gilsonsonline.com
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Chuck Borchers
REALTOR, Parishioner

513-335-4039
charles.borchers@gmail.com
chuckborchershomes.com

Accepting New 
Patients

Dr. Eleanor Endres
Parishioner

513-791-8880 • www.endresdentistry.com
“Oral Health is the Gateway to Healthy Living”

KENWOOD, 7500 MONTGOMERY RD.

513-791-5353
MADISONVILLE, 4418 WHETSEL AVENUE

513-271-0732

Thomas-Justin
Funeral Homes, Inc.
Four Generations of Family Service 

to the Community

OH HVAC Lic. #30854 KY HVAC Lic. M04694
OH Plumbing Lic. #46270

Process
Construction

MECHANICAL CONTRACTOR

Specializing in Piping, HVAC/R,  
Plumbing & Service • Commercial & Industrial

www.processconstruction.com
(513) 251-2211   1421 Queen City Avenue

LANDSCAPE SPECIALISTS, INC.

Hardscape Landscape
• Walkways & Patios • Installations
• Driveways • Renovations
• Retaining Walls • Maintenance
• Drainage Systems Snow Clearing

Quality Service for Over 30 years

396-6400
Ed Witte, Parishioner

WITTEWITTE

Kitchens • Bathrooms

Room Additions

Screen & Covered Porches

Lower Levels & Basements

513.492.8429
7264 Columbia Rd., Ste. 600, Maineville

www.PenderyConstruction.com

HYDE PARK
PAINTING

and
CARPENTRY
321-4100

Remodeling 
Roofing/Gutters • Concrete 

Plumbing/Electric
Drywall • Int./Ext. Painting
Your Complete Home 

Repair Company

LARRY’S 
LOCK, SAFE &  

SECURITY CENTER 
 

791-9163 
 
 
 
 

8005 Plainfield Road 
Cincinnati, OH 45236 

Larry’s
LOCK, SAFE & 

SECURITY CENTER

791-9163

8005 Plainfield Road
Cincinnati, OH 45236

513-396-7446 
fastsigns.com/352

3248 Highland Avenue,  
Cincinnati, OH 45213

Madeira Owned

Let’s make it happen!®

Monika DeRoussel
mderoussel@hotmail.com REALTOR®

513-289-1039

Gilligan Funeral Homes
Established 1877

8225 Montgomery Road • 891-8373
Traditional & Cremation Services

www.gilliganfuneralhomes.com

513-472-1985
www.bestplumbercincinnati.com

$25 OFF with this Ad

Jim Volz
CPA & Trusted

Advisor
794-1551.com

9900 Carver Rd., Blue Ash

Parishioner since 2000

513-561-2400
Stephen K. Shaw   (513) 673-8258
skshawlaw@gmail.com I skshawlaw.com
8157 Camargo Rd., Madeira, OH 45243

WILLS I TRUSTS I PROBATE

Keith D. Jackson DDS
Laura K. Jackson DDS

7113 Miami Avenue Madeira, OH 45243
Tel: (513) 561-5318

May 23, 2021 – Pentecost

6543 Miami Ave., Cincinnati, OH 45243 | (513) 561-5954 | www.stgertrude.org6543 Miami Ave., Cincinnati, OH 45243 | (513) 561-5954 | www.stgertrude.org

TREE TRIMMING 
& REMOVAL

Joe Semrad III, Local Resident 
Certified Arborist

513-631-4442
ScapesOhio.com

Since 1987
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MASSES AND CONFESSIONS AT ST. GERTRUDE

Parish Office Hours
Monday-Friday: 8:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
School Office Hours
Monday-Friday: 7:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 
Church Hours
Every day: 7:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m.

Parish Office Info

Monday, May 24, 
The Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of the Church (M)
 7:00 a.m. †Joseph & Marjorie Schirmer/
   The Schirmer Family
 8:00 a.m. †Mary Schmiesing/Pam & Justin Chmiel
 11:30 a.m. †Deceased Members of the Dominican Order
Tuesday, May 25, Weekday
 7:00 a.m. †Marian B. Smith/Carol & Jeff Remenowsky
 8:00 a.m. †Jose Licea/Mary Beth & Gertrude Stuntebeck
 11:30 a.m. †Jim Belmont/Charlene & Ron Bosken
Wednesday, May 26, St. Philip Neri (M)
 7:00 a.m. †Joe Tenhundfeld/Martha & Rich Grumbley
 8:00 a.m. †Christine Duttenhofer/Maria & Ed Torgesen
 11:30 a.m. JoAnne Nordloh/Martha & Amy
Thursday, May 27, Weekday
 7:00 a.m. †John Gillum/The Beinke Family
 8:00 a.m. Leo Spellacy/Steve & Mimi Leverone
 11:30 a.m. †Tim Petric/Pat & Nealy Mechley
Friday, May 28, Weekday
 7:00 a.m. †Ralph Drees/Ed & Pat Marshall
 8:00 a.m. †Shirley Runck/Shari Siebert
 11:30 a.m. †Mercedes Corina Rodriguez de Guzman/
   Nora Klopp Frias

Saturday, May 29, Weekday
 8:00 a.m. †Henry Wordeman/John Spilker
 11:30 a.m. †Barbara Dugan/Linda VonHoene
May 29-30, The Most Holy Trinity (S)
Saturday – 4:30 p.m.
  †Mary Lou Brockman/Susan & Herb Wandstrat
Sunday – 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., 12:00 p.m. & 6:00 p.m.
  People of St. Gertrude 
  †Salvatore Rose & The Rose Family/
   The Holt Family
  †Jim Belmont/Peter Bertoli
  †LaVern E. Graham/Doug & Robin Postler
  †Fr. Matthew Gamber, SJ/Elaine & Jeff Parker

Confessions will be heard in the church Monday-Friday at 
4:00 p.m., Wednesday at 7:30 p.m. and Saturday at 3:30 p.m.
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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

COVER IMAGE: “The Apostles in the Cenacle,” photo 
by Very Rev. Lawrence Lew, O.P. Stained glass window in 
Exeter College chapel, Oxford. 

REINSTATEMENT OF THE 
SUNDAY OBLIGATION 
AND A WALK TO 
REMEMBER 

The Bishops of Ohio have decided that the 
general obligation to attend Mass on Sundays 
and Holy Days of Obligation (including the 

Saturday/Vigil Mass) is to be reinstated (CIC, can. 1247). This will take 
effect in each of the Dioceses of Ohio the weekend of June 5-6, 2021. As 
has always been the case, those who have a serious reason are exempt from 
attending Mass on Sundays and Holy Days of Obligation (Catechism of the 
Catholic Church, 2181). This includes those who are ill, have significant 
health risk factors or care for someone who is immuno-compromised or 
ill, as well as those who have significant fear or anxiety of contracting the 
Coronavirus in a large group of persons. Nevertheless, these persons should 
observe the Lord’s Day (CIC, can. 1247) and are encouraged to spend 
time in prayer on Sunday, meditating on the Lord’s Passion, death and 
Resurrection; an appropriate way to do this is through viewing a broadcast 
of the Sunday Mass. Masses that are broadcast through various media 
are not intended as a substitute nor do they fulfill the obligation for the 
persons who are able to gather for a Sunday celebration and other Holy 
Days of Obligation. Instead, they are intended for the sick, homebound, 
the imprisoned, etc., who are unable to attend Mass in person. Kindly 
consult your pastor with any specific questions regarding the obligation to 
attend Mass on Sundays and Holy Days of Obligation.

The book of Exodus reminds us to keep holy the Sabbath day (Exodus 
20: 8-10). As Catholics, we are invited by God to gather together in 
community, and participate fully in the Sunday Eucharist, which is the 
“source and summit of the Christian life.” “Participation in the communal 
celebration of the Sunday Eucharist is a testimony of belonging and of 
being faithful to Christ and to his Church. The faithful give witness by 
this to their communion in faith and charity. Together they testify to 
God’s holiness and their hope of salvation. They strengthen one another 
under the guidance of the Holy Spirit” (Catechism of the Catholic Church, 
2182).

The obligation to attend Mass on Sunday and Holy Days is not 
something God asks of us out of His own necessity to be worshipped, but 
rather a gift to the faithful for their spiritual well-being, eternal salvation 
and formation in our relationship with God and one another. To that 
end, Saint John Vianney rightly asserts, “There is nothing so great as the 
Eucharist. If God had something more precious, He would have given it to 
us.” The Eucharist is the greatest gift Christ left to the Church—the gift 
of Himself. There is no substitute for Mass celebrated in person.

As you may recall, in 2019 a decision was made to 
discontinue the annual St. Gertrude Parish Festival. The decision 
was not an easy one; the Festival had been a part of our parish 
community for many years. It brought together parishioners and 
citizens of the wider community for fun and friendship while 
simultaneously providing vital financial support to the parish and  
school. 

With the desire to retain the social and communal aspects 
of parish life, the Pastoral Council has determined to transition 
from one annual event, the Festival, to several smaller fundraising 
activities throughout the year. The original plan was to have 
a final Parish Festival in 2020, but COVID-19 restrictions 
made it unachievable. As the number of cases of COVID-19 
continue to drop and the state-mandated restrictions are 
lifted, we are moving forward with our transition by renewing 
some of the favorite activities of the Festival – especially those 
with an emphasis on bringing people together and building  
community.

I have asked Pete and Donna Marcello, parishioners since 
2011, to lead a new fundraising committee. They will be 
working with parishioners to bring about the smaller fundraising 
activities. I am pleased to announce the first of these activities 
will be a “Walk to Remember,” on Saturday, June 19, 2021. Details 
are found elsewhere in this bulletin.

Yes, it will have a likeness to a “Run to Remember,” the 5K race 
which was held on the Saturday morning of a Festival weekend. 
Instead of running, we will be walking to involve a greater 
number of people. Please save the date. After the past year, this 
will be a wonderful way for us to rally together as a parish and as 
a community; and to remember our departed loved ones. I hope 
you will consider joining us for the first of several events planned 
for this year.

Let us love one another and pray for each other,
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SCHOOL NEWS

7TH AND 8TH GRADE MOMS’ BREAKFAST AND CANDLE MASS
Moms enjoyed Breakfast and socializing with the eighth graders on their last day of school, May 14. The Candle Mass, held in the 
afternoon the same day, is a tradition where the graduates pass on the school leadership to the seventh grade.

THE UNDERGRADUATE AWARDS 
ASSEMBLY WAS HELD ON MAY 7 
OUTSIDE ON THE BACK FIELD. 
Pictured here are the students who received certificates of 
achievement in various areas, including: Reading, Science, Latin, 
and Math.

JUNIOR HIGH SCIENCE CLASSES 
SPEND THE DAY CLEANING UP THE 
OUTDOOR CLASSROOM AREAS.

SIXTH GRADERS ATTEND LEADERSHIP RETREAT AT WOODLAND LAKES.
Students enjoy time together, rock climbing, and outdoor activities.
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EVANGELIZATION

(TRYING TO) LIVE THE 
MISSION: GREASY 
BY BRAD BURSA

I must have been 18 years old. It was 
late and the Wendy’s dining room had 
just closed. I approached my car, a 
white 1991 Mercury Topaz that I had 

purchased for $900.00. 

As I reached my car, my buddy Luke, who was a good 50 feet 
behind me, yelled, “Hey Bursa! Catch!” He hurled one of those 
Wendy’s sandwiches toward me – you know, one of those beastly 
sandwiches that has a ferocious name that makes it sound like it’s 
going to eat you. This memory only exists in slow motion. The 
sandwich soared into the night sky, its silver foil glistening in 
the golden hue of the parking lot floodlight. The somersaulting 
sandwich began to shed its wrapper as it descended. By the time 
it reached me, it was practically naked. The burger rocketed off 
my chest and exploded on my car’s back glass. 

...

I must say a few words about this beloved vehicle. It came with 
a broomstick, because the trunk would smash against your head 
otherwise. The heat and A/C no longer worked, but luckily the 
windows could still be manually rolled down. This conveniently 
allowed one to stick his head out the window in the freezing 
cold or in the rain, because the windshield would not defrost. 
The car’s stereo system had been completely overhauled with 
an in-dash detachable 
face receiver that was 
so effective, it would 
not reattach. And, the 
car shook violently 
when you’d get over 50 
mph, which was a nice 
feature for preventing 
reckless teenage driving. 
My sister eventually 
wrecked this car, and I 
still harbor some resentment towards her for that. 

...

I distinctly remember watching a whole slice of tomato slide 
down through the ooze.

Naturally, everyone laughed until they were nearly crying and 
everyone, of course, let me know how terrible I was at catching 
hamburgers. Not once did anyone question why Luke threw the 
beef in the first place. That’s teenage boys for you. 

With one swoop of my arm, I wiped the burger’s guts to the 
ground and drove away. A few days later, it rained. I distinctly 
remember looking in the rearview mirror and realizing that my 
whole back glass was repelling water with incredible proficiency. 
I never did pull out the Dawn to let the detergent do its work. It 
seemed like too much work. Eventually gravity must have pulled 
the grease onto the trunk and down the side of the car. So, I gave 
it to my sister and left for college. 

I’ve always reflected on this experience as something of a parable 
about sin. Sin’s like that thick greasy layer that prevents us from 
receiving that living water that Jesus promises us. Instead, sin 
repels it, it forces the water into little beads that quickly roll 
away. Sin breaks down and breaks apart our relationship with 
God. Plain and simple as that. 

Today, on Pentecost Sunday, we hear this beautiful Gospel 
account of Jesus giving the Holy Spirit to the disciples (cf. Jn. 
20:19-23). He comes to bring them peace, peace that the world 
cannot provide. So, He breathes on them, and gives them the 
Holy Spirit who, in turn, grants them the power to forgive sins. 
Here, Jesus establishes the Sacrament of Confession. 

It’s a weak analogy, but confession is like a deep clean for our 
contrite hearts. It’s a powerful, 
divine detergent that wipes away 
sin and guilt and shame, and opens 
the door for deeper healing and 
renewal. When you brush sin aside 
and play it off like it’s nothing, and 
you ignore its consequences, things 
always become a mess. Confession 
is Jesus’ way of dealing with the 
mess. We just need to frequently 
open ourselves up for a good 

sacramental scrub. Of course, avoiding the near occasion of 
flying hamburgers helps too. 

The 4th Sunday of each month, we’ll feature stories and tips for trying to 
live the faith in ordinariness of life. 
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PARISH NEWS

PLEASE PRAY FOR...

THE SICK: 
Bettie Caudill, Ann Cerone, Marguerite Crema, Kylee Dawson, 
Triset Defonseka, Ed Doll, Jean Ellert, Kathy Elsbernd, Lisa 
Ely, Bob Gerwin, Andrew Goad, Cameron Goad, Matthew 
Goad, Glenn Grismere, Loretta Holden, Hummel Family, 
Megan Johnson, Aiko Kimura, Ed Kinney, Janice Koncius, Kevin 
Lewis, Nancy Lucas, Sandra Munyon, Gerry Patterson, Michelle 
(Lydon) Ruscher, Jane Sansalone, Ellen Schaengold, Patricia 
Scherer, Pegge Schuermann, Richard Seifert, Teddie Slaper, 
Jack Spilker, Jim Spurgin, Patricia Strauss, Judy Sullivan, Mary 
Saul, Mary Valker and Bill Van Hise

THOSE IN THE ARMED FORCES: 
Patrick Burke, Cole and Kyle Foster, Dominic Geraci, Daniel 
Holian, Mike Huber, Aaron Jacobson, Jacob Kramb, John 
Kramb, Kelly Leugers, John Oscar, Sarah Ries, Kolbe Roberts, 
Dan Roseman, Andrew Shannon, and Ian Tester

THE RECENTLY DECEASED
Edward “Ted” Connelly

LET US PRAY

Child: Augustine Bradley Hester
Parents: Darcie & Ryan Hester

BAPTISM

FATHER’S DAY NOVENA: 
A beautiful spiritual remembrance for your Father, Grandfather, 
Uncles or friends is to enroll them in the Father’s Day Novena of 
Masses to be offered here at St. Gertrude Church. This Novena of 
nine Masses begins on Father’s Day through June 28th. Novena 
Cards are available at the entrances of the Church and also at the 
parish office in the school.
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COMMUNITY

BLOOD DRIVE AT ST. GERTRUDE – 
SAVE THE DATE
On Friday, June 11, St. Gertrude Parish, and the Knights of 
Columbus Elder Council will host a Blood Drive from 12:00-
6:00 p.m. in the school gym. Each donor will receive a Hoxworth 
T-shirt. Information on how to register will be provided later. 
Please consider giving the gift of life, especially during this time 
of need.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
St. Francis Seraph Ministries is in HUGE need of volunteers 
to serve Breakfast and Dinner Monday through Friday to 
the Urban Poor in Over-the-Rhine. Shifts are 6:45-9:00 
a.m. and 3:45-6:00 p.m. Volunteers will help package hot 
meals and beverages, distribute, clean up, work coat check, 
organize the pantry, and help with overall sanitation. Please 
contact Theresa Diersen at tdiersen@sfsministries.org or 
513-276-7037 for more information or sign up at www.
sfsminstries.org/volunteer

VISIT – GO.VIRTUALCATHOLICCONFERENCE.COM/EC21

CONGRATULATIONS! 
FR. SIMON TELLER, O.P.
Member of the parish and son of Dan and Maureen Teller
Ordained a Priest of Jesus Christ on Saturday, May 22, 2021.

Brother Simon Teller grew up in Cincinnati, OH as the third of 
seven children. His family attends St. Gertrude Parish, where he 
first encountered the Dominican Order. Brother Simon entered 
the order after graduating from the University of Dallas with a 
degree in English. “I was attracted to the Order by the friars’ life 
of study, brotherhood, prayer, and preaching, and by the joy that 
the friars shared in living out their vocation.”
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HOLY TEACHING

ASK A PRIEST – WHEN 
DO DISCIPLES RECEIVE 
THE HOLY SPIRIT?
BY FR. JOHN MARK SOLITARIO, O.P. 

Q: I always thought the Holy Spirit 
first descended on the disciples at 
Pentecost, after Jesus’ Ascension. 

However, the Gospel back on the Second Sunday of Easter has 
Jesus saying: "Receive the Holy Spirit. Whose sins you forgive are 
forgiven them, and whose sins you retain are retained." Can you 
help me understand this?

A: The Gospels reveal a profound truth about Jesus: whatever 
He does and says, He is never apart from the heavenly Father. 
Nor does He work outside of the love and power of the Holy 
Spirit whom He and the Father share. We receive an especially 
clear picture of this in the account of Jesus’ 
Baptism: the Father speaks from the cloud, 
“You are my beloved Son,” while the Holy 
Spirit descends upon Christ in the form of 
a dove (see Mk 1:9-11). During His public 
ministry, the Lord maintained dialogue 
with His Father in prayer and performed 
signs through the Spirit (see Jn 3:34).

The Gospel according to John is emphatic 
about Jesus’ unity with His Father and the 
Holy Spirit in all that He does. Indeed, 
the passage used at Mass on the Octave 
of Easter (Divine Mercy) depicts Jesus 
walking into the Upper Room on the 
evening of the Resurrection and saying to 
the disciples, “Peace be with you;” He then 
breathes upon the disciples the Holy Spirit 
and commissions them to forgive sins (Jn 
20: 19-31). This same Gospel passage 
may be read on Pentecost Sunday. St. 
Thomas the Apostle was famously absent 
during this Resurrection appearance and 
it was one week later that Jesus came 
again among them to reinforce His Gift. 
We need not have doubts as to whether 
Thomas received his needed share of grace 
for the forgiveness of sins.

The Gospel according to Luke, especially 
attentive to chronology, also recounts 

Christ’s unique Resurrection gift of peace. However, the 
treasured promise of the Holy Spirit is explicitly given to the 
disciples later. Jesus explains the Passion, Resurrection, and 
commissioning of the apostles for preaching and forgiving sins. 
But He instructs His friends to wait for something more: “And 
behold I am sending the promise of my Father upon you; but 
stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high” 
(see Lk 24:46-53). The Acts of the Apostles, written by the 
same author, picks up with the disciples awaiting the Promised 
Holy Spirit. Pentecost signals a definite turning point: the 
Spirit who rested upon Jesus and worked through His public 
ministry now comes upon His followers in a great manifestation  
of power.

From the moment the Apostles met Jesus, they were also in 
contact with the Holy Spirit. “When the Father sends his Word, 
he always sends his Breath…To be sure, it is Christ who is seen, 

the visible image of the invisible God, but 
it is the Spirit who reveals him.”1 The 
Catechism teaches here that the Son and 
the Spirit are “distinct but inseparable” in 
performing their missions in the world. As 
with the people of Israel, God gradually 
allowed His inner nature to be made 
known to the disciples.  

It is good for us to appreciate the inner 
nature and ways of God, but we would be 
fooling ourselves if we tried to parse things 
out too neatly in our reading of the New 
Testament. Likewise, in our reception 
of the Sacraments such as Baptism, 
Confirmation, and the Eucharist, all three 
Persons of the Trinity are active within 
us. This does not mean that one Person 
may not be more “recognizable,” given the 
spiritual fruits of a particular encounter. 
Nevertheless, if we receive Jesus, we also 
discover the way to know His Father and 
we begin to experience more and more 
perfectly the love and power of the Holy 
Spirit in our lives.

1 CCC, 689.
“Ask a priest” will be a regular format for our Holy 
Teaching section in the coming months. Submit your 
own question to bulletin@stgertrude.org for one of our 
Dominican priests to answer in the bulletin!
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OFFERING
St. Gertrude Parish 

Weekly Collection and Budget Report

Please submit your Mass announcements & 
bulletin articles to: bulletin@stgertrude.org
6543 Miami Avenue, Cincinnati, OH 45243

513.561.5954 | FAX 513.561.7184 | www.StGertrude.org 

BULLETIN

6/6/21

MATERIALS DUE

5/26/21

BULLETIN DEADLINE

Monday, 
May 24

Tuesday, 
May 25

Wednesday, 
May 26

Thursday, 
May 27

Friday, 
May 28

Saturday, 
May 29

Sunday, 
May 30

True Devotion 
Reception
12:00 p.m.
Parish Center 
St. Dominic Lobby

Boy Scouts
7:00 p.m.
School Cafeteria

Resurrection Choir 
Practice
8:30 a.m.
Parish Center 
St. Joseph Mtg. Rm.

Cana Family
9:30 a.m.
Parish Center 
St. Dominic Lobby

Amiguitas del 
Corazon de Jesus
4:30 p.m.
Parish Center 
St. Dominic Lobby

Adoration Chapel 
Closed

Adoration Chapel 
Closed

SportsLeader
6:00 p.m.
Parish Center 
St. Joseph Mtg. Rm.

Adult Choir
7:00 p.m.
Parish Center 
St. Dominic Lobby

Boosters
7:00 p.m.
Parish Center 
St. Joseph Mtg. Rm.

Benediction
8:50 p.m.
Church

Healing Rosary
7:00 p.m.
Church

RE Confirmation 
May Meeting
7:00 p.m.
School Cafeteria

THE WEEK AHEAD

For guidelines about meetings on campus and scheduling 
information, please visit: stgertrude.org/covid-19-guidelines/.

Collection for May 16
Weekly Budget  $ 38,235
Collection  $ 32,561
Weekly Deficit ($ 5,674)

Fiscal Year-To-Date (for year ending June 30, 2021)
Fiscal YTD Budget $ 1,800,588
Fiscal YTD Actual $ 1,748,806
Fiscal YTD Deficit ($ 51,782)

Please Note: The Parish Office will close at 1:00 p.m. on 
Wednesday, May 26 for a Staff event.

After Holy Communion, the infinite love 
of God swept over me. My soul was in 
communion with the Holy Spirit, who 
is the same Lord as the Father and the 
Son. His breath filled my soul with such 
delight that it would be useless for me to 
try to give even a faint idea of what my 

heart experienced. Throughout the whole day, wherever I was 
and regardless of with whom I talked, a vivid presence of God 
accompanied me; my soul was drowned in thanksgiving for 
these great graces. (Diary, #1781) 

FROM THE DIARY OF 
ST. MARIA FAUSTINA KOWALSKA
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Parish Staff
Rev. George Schommer, O.P., pastor
Rev. Clement Dickie, O.P., parochial vicar 
Rev. John Mark Solitario, O.P., parochial vicar 

Dominican Friars in Residence
Very Rev. John Langlois, O.P., prior
Rev. Joseph Alobaidi, O.P.
Rev. John Corbett, O.P.
Rev. Paul J. Keller, O.P.
Rev. Michael Mary Dosch, O.P., novice master

St. Gertrude School – 513.561.8020
Principal – Sr. Maria Christi Greve, O.P. ext 1101
Vice Principal – Mr. Travis Johnson ext 1101
PTO President – Sarah Schilling 513.315.1053
School Advisory Council 

Office of Administration – 513.561.5954
Receptionists – Susan Kane & Teri Forlini ext 2101
Business Manager – Don Regan  ext 2102
Bereavement Coordinator – 
 AnnaMaria Spurgin  amspurgin@stgertrude.org
Bulletin Editor  bulletin@stgertrude.org
Sacristan – Sheila Saalfeld  ext 2401
Director of Music – Catherine Fishlock ext 2116

Office of Evangelization – 513.561.5954
Executive Director – Brad Bursa, PhD ext 2109
Primary Evangelization: PK-2nd Grade & Catechesis of the 
Good Shepherd 
 Cindy Wurzelbacher  ext 2109
Jr. High Evangelization: 3rd-8th Grade – Bryan Wells  ext 2109
Jr. High Youth Ministry: 7th-8th Grade – Bryan Wells  ext 2109
High School Youth Ministry – Megan Dickert  ext 2109
Executive Assistant – Kristen Eggers  513.561.8369
Aquinas Society of Cincinnati (Adults & Families) – 
 Rev. Clement Dickie, O.P.
Rites of Christian Initiation (R.C.I.A.) – 
 Rev. John Mark Solitario, O.P.

Corporal Works of Mercy
Helping Hands – Nancy Lucas  stgerthh@gmail.com
Knights of Columbus – Phil Motz 513-444-5072
Ladies of Charity – Jean Wilkinson  513.498.5085
Parish Health Ministry – Jeanne Palcic  513.317.4123
Pregnancy Center East (for all pregnancy needs) 513.321.3100
Soup Kitchen – Andy Cordier  soupkitchen@stgertrude.org
St. Vincent De Paul Society – Jim Spurgin  513.561.5954, ext 2112
Visitation of the Sick – Judy Hartmann  513.984.8003

Vocations Directors
Archdiocese of Cincinnati – Fr. Dan Schmitmeyer 513.421.3131
Dominican Friars – 
 Fr. Jacob Bertrand Janczyk, O.P. DominicanFriars.org
Nashville Dominican Sisters – Sr. Mara Grace, O.P. 615.256.5486

Spiritual Works of Mercy
Baptism Team –
Circle of Prayer – Barbara Rose  prayercirclesg@gmail.com
Communion to Sick – Judy Hartmann  513.984.8003
Natural Family Planning – David & Ann Stein  513.207.9673
Pastoral Council – Mark Kosobud  513.469.0852
Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration  513.561.5954 ext 2136
Prayer Ministry for the Dying – Pat Collins  513.265.1897
Regina Veritatis Prayer & Healing – Nealy Mechley  513.505.1740
Respect Life – Debbie Graham  513.984.4766
Rosary Making – Larry Ball  513.831.8572
Unbound Ministry – Nealy Mechley 513.505.1740

Liturgical Ministries
Adult Choir – Catherine Fishlock 513.561.5954
Contemporary Music Ensemble – Paul Kindt 513.697.9208
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion –  513.561.5954
Lectors –  513.561.5954 ext 1123
Resurrection Choir – Marty Cunningham 513.891.4226
The St. Anne and the Child Mary Guild – 
 Cristina Genung 513.404.6011
St. Joseph the Worker Society – 
 Rev. Clement Dickie, O.P. 513.561.5954
Ushers – Douglas Postler 513.791.6298
Viri Selecti – Ben Hoffmann pxaw@hotmail.com
Youth Choir – Catherine Fishlock 513.561.5954

Spiritual Groups
Adult Bible Study –  513.561.5954
Amiguitas del Corazón de Jesús – 
 Nora Klopp-Frias noraklopp08@gmail.com
Angelic Warfare Confraternity – 
 Rev. John Mark Solitario, O.P. 513.561.5954
Benedictine Oblates – Mark Milliron 513.536.6275
Catholic Men’s Fellowship – Paul Rieger 513.885.5903
Confraternity of the Most Holy Rosary – 
 Brian Zappia 513.791.7299
Dominican Laity (Bishop Fenwick) – 
 Joan Ratajczak jsratajczak@gmail.com
Dominican Laity (Our Lady of Peace) – 
 Mr. Fred Thomas, O.P. 513.335.1700 or fth5131119@aol.com
FAMILIA/CANA Family For Mothers – 
 Anita Pappalardo 513.248.8237
Holy Family Prayer Group – Malissa Frohlich 513.519.5197 
Special Needs Moms Support Group – 
 Tina Rolfes tina.rolfes123@gmail.com
True Devotion to Mary – Anne Collins 513.984.4708

Parish Groups
Athletic Boosters – Marc Gerwel 513.774.7779
Boy Scouts – Robert Dinga 612.616.8242
Cub Scouts – Chris De Brunner 513.379.1010
Garden Club – Susan Brokaw 513.702.6877
Lenten Fish Fry – Rob Mancini 513.520.6360
Little Flower Library – Susan Santos 513.504.0205
Parish Coffee – Mark Findley 513.417.9227

PARISH DIRECTORY
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Roofi ng • Siding • Gutters
Windows • Storm Restoration
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West Chester, OH 45069
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513755ROOF 
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$500 OFF
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project must be 1,500 sq. ft. or larger
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 513-574-0005 Residential & Commercial
 www.andersonautomatic.com “Since 1929”

Heating & Cooling
Providing Heating & Cooling Services to Parishioners of St. Gertrude since 1929.

Automatic

Walter St. Clair RoofingWalter St. Clair Roofing
Serving Cincinnati Since 1923

Roofing & Sheet Metal Work
Slate & Tile Repair

Box Gutters & Seamless Gutters
Jerry St. Clair, pariShioner           641-3265

gertz  law
Y O U R  F A M I L Y ’ S  L A W Y E R

GERTZLAW.COM
	 Reading	Office	 Loveland	Office
 (513) 554-1868 (513) 583-1549

Susan	Marie	Allspach,	Esq.
Anthony	J.	Gertz,	Esq.
Anthony	J.	Gertz	II,	Esq.

•	Probate	Administration/Estate	Planning/Wills/Trusts
•	Divorce/Family	Law/Litigation

•	Business/Corporate	Transactions/Contracts

Now Offering Permanent Makeup
(513) 429-3110

7835 Camargo Road, Madeira, OH
www.thedeluxenailsspa.com

Voted Best
of CinCinnati

 2018

Mon-Fri 9:30a-8:00p
Sat 9:30a-6:30p
Sun 11:00a-6:00p

Full Service inSulation

Environmental Company
Asbestos & Mold Removal

(513) 242-0600

Central Insulation
Systems, Inc.

Electric Company Inc.
350 Pike Street, Covington, KY

859-491-2984

Robert L. Franer III, AAMS®

Parishioner & Member of The Catholic Financial Planners Network
Faith based Financial Planning and Investment Management

513-334-1621 (O) | 513-434-3583 (C) 
robert.l.franer@lpl.com
www.franerfinancialadvice.com

Securities offered through LPL Financial, a Registered Investment Advisor, member FINmember FINRA/SIPC

Compliments of
A Friend of the Parish

KLEKAMP PAVING
Asphalt Paving

Patching
Asphalt

Sealcoating

513-561-4600
www.klekamp.com

mattbonhauspainting.com

Compliments of

General Contractors and Land Development Company

6403 Madison, Madisonville • 271-1570 
1793 Ohio Pike, Amelia • 797-4888

Now 2 Locations!

Every family has their traditions...
Traditions can be a part of yours.

INDEPENDENT LIVING
ASSISTED LIVING • MEMORY CARE
7650 CAMARGO ROAD • MADEIRA, OH 45243

513-422-5499 • WWW.TRADITIONSATCAMARGO.COM

Gary BergmanGary Bergman
OCNT-LandscapeOCNT-Landscape

(513) 200-9141(513) 200-9141
designsofnature@embarqmail.comdesignsofnature@embarqmail.com

Landscape Design & Installation
                    Lawn & Bed Care

ROYALMONT ACADEMY
200 Northcrest Drive, Mason, OH

Catholic Preschool • High School • Full and 1/2 day Preschool 
ENROLLING NOW!

513-754-0555 • www.Royalmont.org

FREE PICK UP & DELIVERY SERVICE

513-321-5100
Widmerscleaners.com

7700 Shawnee Run Rd.,
Cincinnati, 45243Premier Dry Cleaners Since 1910

HALPIN
PLUMBING, INC.

513-631-2001
REMODEL/REPAIR

CASTRUCCI
COLLISION

MILFORD
Body Shop Direct Call

831-5460

Organizing & 
decluttering support 

for homes & small 
businesses

A life better organized 
has more time

for living!702-1849

AHP Anderson Hills Plumbing
Residential – Commercial – FREE ESTIMATES

Over 51 Years Experience & Satisfaction
Ernie, Jack, Ralph & Barb Vilardo

6229 Beechmont Avenue  513-232-3821

STRAWSER & STALEY
FUNERAL HOMES

BLUE ASH
9503 Kenwood Rd., Blue Ash OH 45242 

513-791-7203 • www.strawserfuneralhome.com 
Traditional Burial, Pre-Arranged Planning, Green 

Burial, Cremation Service and Pet Death Care.

GEO. H. ROHDE & SON

Funeral HomeFuneral Home
Since 1910

3183 Linwood Ave., Mt. Lookout Sq.3183 Linwood Ave., Mt. Lookout Sq.
Serving Eastern Hills, Mt. Lookout & Hyde ParkServing Eastern Hills, Mt. Lookout & Hyde Park

513-321-0404513-321-0404
www.rohdefuneral.comwww.rohdefuneral.com

Directors: Directors: 
Steve Rohde, Denise Mercier Steve Rohde, Denise Mercier 

& Darrell Schneider& Darrell Schneider

NMLS# 287975

JEFF STANLEY
Portfolio Manager
Financial Advisor
513-762-5317
7755 Montgomery Rd., Cincinnati, OH 45236
Jeff.stanley@morganstanley.com
Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC. Member SIPC. CRC 3376205 12/2020

The Stanley Edwards Group 
at Morgan Stanley

ERIC D. BENDER
Attorney at Law

Moeller (1984)
University of Notre Dame (1988)

U.C. Law (1991)

www.ericbenderlaw.com
Family Law • Wills & Probate

Lawsuits • Guardianship
Adoption

891-5630
9764 Kenwood Road

in Blue Ash
Visa/Mastercard Accepted

ATECH Fire Services
Commercial Fire Protection Services

Fire Extinguisher/Exit Lights/Fire Alarm
Sprinkler/Backflow/Special Hazard

513-755-1222

7319 Columbia Road

Garden Center 
& Landscaping

398-1008
www.sharonnursery.com
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beatrice
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT

TIM BEATRICE
Parishioner

513-254-5620
timbeatrice5@yahoo.com

Knights of Columbus
Archbishop Elder Council

elderkofc.org
Join today.

Visit kofc.org/joinus

Jeff Woodward, Parishioner   513-247-9241
Celebrating 30 years in business

www.wciconstruction.com

Woodward Construction, Inc.

Kinsella

Kitchen & Bath
Remodeling

561-5285
7880 Camargo Rd.

kinsellakitchens.com

Dr. Frederick A. Heiselman
General • Implant

Dentistry
Parishioner

513-561-8600
7140 Miami Ave., 

Ste. 201
fheiselmandds.com

GILSON’S
ENGRAVING

ELEGANT GIFTS

Engraved gifts for all occasionsEngraved gifts for all occasions

7116 Miami Ave.

891-0730
www.gilsonsonline.com
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Chuck Borchers
REALTOR, Parishioner

513-335-4039
charles.borchers@gmail.com
chuckborchershomes.com

Accepting New 
Patients

Dr. Eleanor Endres
Parishioner

513-791-8880 • www.endresdentistry.com
“Oral Health is the Gateway to Healthy Living”

KENWOOD, 7500 MONTGOMERY RD.

513-791-5353
MADISONVILLE, 4418 WHETSEL AVENUE

513-271-0732

Thomas-Justin
Funeral Homes, Inc.
Four Generations of Family Service 

to the Community

OH HVAC Lic. #30854 KY HVAC Lic. M04694
OH Plumbing Lic. #46270

Process
Construction

MECHANICAL CONTRACTOR

Specializing in Piping, HVAC/R,  
Plumbing & Service • Commercial & Industrial

www.processconstruction.com
(513) 251-2211   1421 Queen City Avenue

LANDSCAPE SPECIALISTS, INC.

Hardscape Landscape
• Walkways & Patios • Installations
• Driveways • Renovations
• Retaining Walls • Maintenance
• Drainage Systems Snow Clearing

Quality Service for Over 30 years

396-6400
Ed Witte, Parishioner

WITTEWITTE

Kitchens • Bathrooms

Room Additions

Screen & Covered Porches

Lower Levels & Basements

513.492.8429
7264 Columbia Rd., Ste. 600, Maineville

www.PenderyConstruction.com

HYDE PARK
PAINTING

and
CARPENTRY
321-4100

Remodeling 
Roofing/Gutters • Concrete 

Plumbing/Electric
Drywall • Int./Ext. Painting
Your Complete Home 

Repair Company

LARRY’S 
LOCK, SAFE &  

SECURITY CENTER 
 

791-9163 
 
 
 
 

8005 Plainfield Road 
Cincinnati, OH 45236 

Larry’s
LOCK, SAFE & 

SECURITY CENTER

791-9163

8005 Plainfield Road
Cincinnati, OH 45236

513-396-7446 
fastsigns.com/352

3248 Highland Avenue,  
Cincinnati, OH 45213

Madeira Owned

Let’s make it happen!®

Monika DeRoussel
mderoussel@hotmail.com REALTOR®

513-289-1039

Gilligan Funeral Homes
Established 1877

8225 Montgomery Road • 891-8373
Traditional & Cremation Services

www.gilliganfuneralhomes.com

513-472-1985
www.bestplumbercincinnati.com

$25 OFF with this Ad

Jim Volz
CPA & Trusted

Advisor
794-1551.com

9900 Carver Rd., Blue Ash

Parishioner since 2000

513-561-2400
Stephen K. Shaw   (513) 673-8258
skshawlaw@gmail.com I skshawlaw.com
8157 Camargo Rd., Madeira, OH 45243

WILLS I TRUSTS I PROBATE

Keith D. Jackson DDS
Laura K. Jackson DDS

7113 Miami Avenue Madeira, OH 45243
Tel: (513) 561-5318

May 23, 2021 – Pentecost

6543 Miami Ave., Cincinnati, OH 45243 | (513) 561-5954 | www.stgertrude.org6543 Miami Ave., Cincinnati, OH 45243 | (513) 561-5954 | www.stgertrude.org

TREE TRIMMING 
& REMOVAL

Joe Semrad III, Local Resident 
Certified Arborist

513-631-4442
ScapesOhio.com

Since 1987


