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beatrice
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT

TIM BEATRICE
513-254-5620
timbeatrice5@yahoo.com

Knights of Columbus
Archbishop Elder Council

Email grandknight@elderkofc.org
Join today. kofc.org/joinus

Jeff Woodward, Parishioner   513-247-9241
Celebrating 30 years in business

www.wciconstruction.com

Woodward Construction, Inc.

Kitchen & Bath
Remodeling

Kinsella
561-5285

7880 Camargo Rd.
kinsellakitchens.com

Dr. Frederick A. Heiselman
General • Implant

Dentistry
Parishioner

513-561-8600
7140 Miami Ave.,Ste. 201

fheiselmandds.com

GILSON’S
ENGRAVING

ELEGANT GIFTS

Engraved gifts for all occasionsEngraved gifts for all occasions

7116 Miami Ave.

891-0730
www.gilsonsonline.com
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Chuck Borchers
REALTOR, Parishioner

513-335-4039
charles.borchers@gmail.com
chuckborchershomes.com

Accepting New Patients

Dr. Eleanor Endres
Parishioner

513-791-8880 • www.endresdentistry.com
“Oral Health is the Gateway to Healthy Living”

KENWOOD, 7500 MONTGOMERY RD.
MADISONVILLE, 4418 WHETSEL AVENUE

513-791-5353

Thomas-Justin
Funeral Homes, Inc.
Four Generations of Family Service 

to the Community

LANDSCAPE SPECIALISTS, INC.
Hardscape Landscape
• Walkways & Patios • Installations
• Driveways • Renovations
• Retaining Walls • Maintenance
• Drainage Systems • Snow Clearing

Quality Service for Over 35 years

396-6400
Ed Witte, Parishioner

WITTEWITTE

Kitchens • Bathrooms
Room Additions

Screen & Covered Porches
Lower Levels & Basements

513.492.8429
7264 Columbia Rd., Ste. 600, Maineville

www.PenderyConstruction.com

HYDE PARK
PAINTING

and
CARPENTRY
321-4100

Remodeling 
Roofing/Gutters • Concrete 

Plumbing/Electric
Drywall • Int./Ext. Painting

Your Complete Home 
Repair Company

513-472-1985
www.bestplumbercincinnati.com

$25 OFF with this Ad

Keith D. Jackson DDS
Laura K. Jackson DDS

7113 Miami Avenue 
Madeira, OH 45243
Tel: (513) 561-5318

TOTAL LIFE SAFETY, LLC
Commercial Fire Protection Services

Fire Extinguisher/ Exit Lights/Fire Alarm
Sprinkler/Backflow/Special Hazard

866-955-2318

Walter St. Clair RoofingWalter St. Clair Roofing
Serving Cincinnati Since 1923

Roofing & Sheet Metal Work
Slate & Tile Repair

Box Gutters & Seamless Gutters
Jerry St. Clair, pariShioner           641-3265

Chad Muhlenkamp
(513) 377-7221
chad.muhlenkamp@kofc.org

GEO. H. ROHDE & SON
Funeral HomeFuneral Home

Since 1910
3183 Linwood Ave., Mt. Lookout Sq.3183 Linwood Ave., Mt. Lookout Sq.

Serving Eastern Hills, Mt. Lookout & Hyde ParkServing Eastern Hills, Mt. Lookout & Hyde Park

513-321-0404513-321-0404
www.rohdefuneral.comwww.rohdefuneral.com

Directors: Steve Rohde, Denise Mercier Directors: Steve Rohde, Denise Mercier 
& Darrell Schneider& Darrell Schneider

Knights of Columbus
Asset Advisors®
kofcassetadvisors.org

94c/81m/40y/32k

1c/75m/99y/0k

Carpet, Hardwood,
Laminate and LVP 

at guaranteed lowest price, 
shop at home convenience 

and fastest installation. 
Kraig Porter
Parishioner 
513.250.2999

carpetkraig@gmail.com

Family Owned
& Operated

Established 1877

8225 Montgomery Rd
Cincinnati, Ohio 45236

513-891-8373
Peter J. Gilligan, Sr.

Investments,
firmly rooted
in faith.

Kyle Warmouth, Loan Officer/Parishioner
513-218-3218 • KyleW@eqfin.com

NMLS# 2088163-39843

INDEPENDENT LIVING
ASSISTED LIVING • MEMORY CARE

7650 CAMARGO ROAD • MADEIRA, OH 45243
513-422-5499 • WWW.TRADITIONSATCAMARGO.COM

ELEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  |  JUNE 18, 2023 

As you go, make this proclamation: 

‘The kingdom 
of heaven is 

at hand.’
Matthew 10:7
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MASSES AND CONFESSIONS AT ST. GERTRUDE

Parish Office Hours
Monday-Friday: 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.

School Office Hours
Monday-Friday: 7:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.

Church Hours
Every day: 7 a.m.-9 p.m.

Parish Information
6543 Miami Ave., Cincinnati, OH 45243

(513) 561-5954 | stgertrude.org
parishoffice@stgertrude.org

Monday, June 19, Weekday
 7 a.m. Father’s Day Novena
 8 a.m. † Joyce Moore by Barb Franklin
 11:30 a.m. † Deceased Members of the Dominican Order

Tuesday, June 20, Weekday
 7 a.m. † Peggy Kindt by Paul D. Kindt
 8 a.m. Father’s Day Novena
 11:30 a.m. † Robert Joseph Witsken by The Runk Family

Wednesday, June 21, St. Aloysius Gonzaga (M)
 7 a.m. † John Bentley by Susan Brokaw
 8 a.m. † Jon Sieve by Bill & Penny Cunningham
 11:30 a.m. Father’s Day Novena

Thursday, June 22, Sts. John Fisher & Thomas More (M)
 7 a.m. Father’s Day Novena
 8 a.m. † Mary Lehn by Pat & Al Riesenberg
 11:30 a.m. † Betty Schommer by Jo Anne Nordloh

Friday, June 23, Weekday
 7 a.m. † Tim Petric by The Dell’Aira Family
 8 a.m. Father’s Day Novena
 11:30 a.m. † Robert Muccino by Marian Clark

Saturday, June 24, The Nativity of St. John the Baptist (S)
 8 a.m. † Carmen Martinez Vasquez & Agustin Reyes 
   by The Henderson Family
 11:30 a.m. Father’s Day Novena
 4:30 p.m. † Bob & Anne Siebert by The Family

Sunday, June 25, 12th Sunday in Ordinary Time
 8 a.m. † Marjorie A. McCarthy by Molly & Bruce Vollmer
 10 a.m. † Dr. Theodore Stoner, Jr. by The Moran Family
 12 p.m. People of St. Gertrude
 6 p.m. Father’s Day Novena

Confessions will be heard in the church Monday-Friday at 4 p.m., 
Wednesday at 7:30 p.m., and Saturday at 3:30 p.m.
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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

PRAYER FROM  
ST. GERTRUDE THE GREAT

A Prayer of Thanksgiving
I give you thanks, O Lord, that you have 
created me after your own image, that you 
have borne me all my life—notwithstanding 
my sins—with such long-suffering mercy, that 
you have rescued me from so many dangers, 

and surrounded me with innumerable blessings. Amen.

COVER IMAGE: Symbolic fresco of the Twelve Apostles 
(Chiesa di San Dalmazzo, Turin, Italy), Reffo (1914) Photo 
shutterstock.com/g/sedmak

FATHERHOOD & CORPUS 
CHRISTI FOLLOW-UP!

As our nation celebrates Father’s Day this 
weekend, it is a good opportunity to reflect upon 
the gift of the paternal vocation in the Church. 
We see this most obviously and most clearly in 
those men who are husbands and fathers and 
living this vocation in the midst of family life. In 

living the vocation of fatherhood, a man is called to cherish his wife and 
to lead, guide, provide for, and protect his family. In doing so, fathers 
imitate the goodness of God the Father, whose fatherly care over all of us 
is present at every moment. But just as all women have a fundamentally 
maternal vocation, so too do all men have a fundamentally paternal 
vocation. And so, I am thankful for all the men of the parish—across the 
entire age spectrum—who so generously share your paternal gifts with 
our parish community. 

I also find myself thankful today for the gift of my brother priests. 
Those of us ordained to the ministerial priesthood of Jesus Christ 
are called to live a very unique and special manifestation of spiritual 
fatherhood in the Church. Every day, I find myself in awe of the goodness, 
dedication, and selflessness of the priests in our Dominican community. 
Their tireless service on behalf of our parishioners and the wider people 
of God inspires me every day. And in my own life, I can say that it has 
been such a grace and joy to serve as the spiritual father of our parish 
over the last year, and I look forward to doing so for many years to come.

My final note on this Father’s Day will end in a similar way as my 
Mother’s Day letter ended, by recognizing that, for some, Father’s Day 
brings along with it more sadness than joy, for a variety of reasons. For 
those who have lost their fathers, for those who never knew their fathers, 
for those whose fathers failed in their task, or who for any other reason 
have heavy hearts this day, please know of my prayers. And for any who 
have been hurt by one of the priests of the Church, whose conduct was 
a far cry from that of a true spiritual father, I am so sorry for whatever 
happened and promise that, in a very special way this day, I will be praying 
for you. 

As we celebrate Father’s Day today, may we all draw nearer to God, 
the Father of Mercies, and allow his love to transform us into the likeness 
of his Son, Jesus Christ.

CORPUS CHRISTI – WE WANT TO HEAR YOUR STORIES!!!
Last Sunday’s Corpus Christi Mass and procession were such a time 

of grace. In the hours after the procession concluded, I began hearing 
stories from people of things they witnessed or experienced along the 
way. I found myself so inspired by what I was hearing that I wanted to 
be able to share some of these stories with the whole parish. I would 
like to invite everyone who participated to visit bit.ly/processionstory 
and take a few moments to share anything you would like to about the 
procession—something you experienced yourself, something a family 
member (especially a child) said to you, a scene you witnessed along the 

way as you were walking, or any other thoughts or reflections 
about the day. I plan to compile these reflections and share some 
of them with the parish in the weeks ahead. Thank you!
God bless,

Father John Paul Walker, O.P.
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SCHOOL NEWS

SHARE YOUR TALENT! 
Is there a skill or talent that you have developed that you would like 
to share with our students? If so, please let Mr. Travis Johnson, our 
assistant principal, know. We are looking for more parent assistance 
and involvement with our junior high enrichment program next year. 
The enrichment program offers unique, extracurricular opportunities 
for our 6th-8th graders to explore and learn new things outside of 
the regular instruction time. Recently offered enrichments include 
art, chess, creative writing, gardening, Finance & Investing 101, and 
robotics. We are open to other enrichment ideas and would even 
welcome a couple of parents working together. Email tjohnson@
stgertrudesch.org for more information or to share your idea. 

ART ENRICHMENT HELP WANTED
We are currently looking for volunteers to help with the art 
enrichment for junior high next year. If you have a background in art 
or a passion for art, please contact Ms. Amy Pugliano, our art teacher, 
at apugliano@stgertrudesch.org or Mr. Travis Johnson at tjohnson@
stgertrudesch.org.

SCHOOL OFFICE HOURS
For the week of June 19, 2023, the school office will be open 
Monday–Thursday from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. and closed on Friday.



4Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time | June 18, 2023

EVANGELIZATION

MEET THE TEAM: 
FATHER LUKE MARY VANBERKUM, O.P.

Every so often, the St. Gertrude Bulletin features 
an interview with a member of St. Gertrude 
Church’s staff. This weekend, we’re highlighting 
Father Luke Mary VanBerkum, our new parochial 
vicar, who arrived at St. Gertrude Parish at the 
end of May.

St. Gertrude Bulletin: Hi, Father Luke! Would you please tell us a 
little bit about yourself? 
Father Luke VanBerkum: I am the second of seven children, two 
boys then five girls. I enjoy being part of a large family, especially 
because a lot of my sisters like to bake! I am from just outside Detroit, 
MI, but don’t worry, I’m not a University of Michigan fan—I went to 
the University of Notre Dame. 

After college, I immediately entered the Order of Preachers at 
St. Gertrude. Most recently, I have spent the past six years studying 
in Washington, DC, at our House of Studies. I just completed a 
degree called the 
Licentiate of Sacred 
Theology, which is 
roughly equivalent 
to a master’s degree. 
I wrote my thesis on 
the virtue of penance. 
Penance, I found out, 
is not just for Lent 
but is supposed to 
be a virtue. I was also blessed to have spent three years in a vibrant 
Hispanic parish, learning Spanish and becoming comfortable doing 
basic priestly ministry in Spanish. (I also came to love tacos and 
pupusas.) 

SGB: What drew you to the priesthood and the Order of Preachers 
specifically? 
Father Luke: Simply put, Jesus. He has to be at the beginning of 
any vocation. In high school, I learned some important components 
of having a prayer life, but it was not until college that I had to make 
the choice for myself to put this prayer life into action. Thanks be to 
God that my dorm had a chapel and offered daily Mass, and that there 
was daily confession on campus. These habitual encounters with our 
Lord—prayer, Mass, confession—made me realize that I wanted 
to live with Jesus—literally, with him in the Blessed Sacrament in 
my own house. Religious life makes such a desire a reality. I loved 
learning about the life of St. Dominic, who prayed all night long in 
the chapel and who spent his days preaching. Prayer and preaching: 
it’s a great combo! 

Concretely, I met the Order of Preachers through my older 
brother, Father Anthony. When I came to St. Gertrude Church for 

his simple profession of 
vows, I did not know 
what a Dominican was. 
I figured I should find 
out since my brother was 
now a Dominican. That’s 
how I learned about  
St. Dominic and desired 
to live a life like his as I 
try to follow the Lord.

SGB: What are you most looking forward to about being assigned to 
St. Gertrude Church?
Father Luke: I look forward to leading the Become Catholic (RCIA) 
program. George Weigel said in his recent talk that the Easter Vigil 
is the measure of how a parish is doing in spreading the Gospel. Do 
we welcome people into our community and help them encounter 
Jesus? It’s a community effort. Our team will walk with those seeking 
Christ, and we need you to invite someone you know to check out the 
program. And if you’re reading this and are not Catholic, I invite you 
to meet with me and be with us this September!

SGB: What do you enjoy most about being a priest?
Father Luke: Celebrating Mass. God, in his wonderful providence, 
has chosen me, as unworthy as I am, to be the one in whose hands 
bread and wine become the Body and Blood of Jesus. There is an 
endless mystery here, an invitation to dive into Christ for the rest of 
my life. There is a certain excitement in thinking about all that the 
Lord has in store.

SGB: What do you like to do for fun?
Father Luke: Soccer, running, and hiking. Soccer was our go-to 
sport in seminary. I started running in high school and ever since it 
has been a great way to get outside and clear the mind. I have enjoyed 
hiking and camping since being in Boy Scouts. When I moved to DC 
and was introduced to the Appalachian Mountains, my love for the 
outdoors grew immensely.

One of my favorite hiking 
memories comes from a trip with 
some of my Dominican brothers. We 
hiked “The Priest,” a mountain that 
is part of the Appalachian Trail. It 
was a grueling beginning to our trip, 
and then it rained when we got to 
our campsite. But that evening was 
the most beautiful sunset I have ever 
seen. Because our God is a loving 
Father who delights in his children, 
I knew that he had prepared that 
sunset for us from all eternity.
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BAPTISM

PARISH NEWS

PLEASE PRAY FOR . . .
THE SICK:
Simon Berry, Maureen S. Currens, Triset Defonseka, Pamela K. Dwyer, 
Lisa Ely, Lynn Fedele, Dick Gelhaus, Bob Gerwin, Goad Family, Baby 
Leo Henry Grolmes, Elsa Hall, Jane Hazelton, Hummel Family, 
Andrea Kattel, Aiko Kimura, Diane Kosobud, Ed and Karen Larkin, 
Kevin Lewis, Gertrude Maxwell, Kim McClung, Elaine O’Connell, 
Sue Paas, Gerry Patterson, Gert Patterson, Patricia Scherer, Pegge 
Schuermann, Richard Seifert, Teddie Slaper, Jack Spilker, Michael 
Stoll, Judy Sullivan, Debbie Van Hise, Brigitte Vielhauer and Kerry 
Walden

THOSE IN THE ARMED FORCES:
Patrick Burke, Gabe Dorsey, Jacob Dorsey, Curtis Flores, Luis Flores, 
Jr., Cole Foster, Kyle Foster, Dominic Geraci, Daniel Holian, Mike 
Huber, Aaron Jacobson, Jacob Kramb, John Kramb, Kelly Leugers, 
Dominic Lloyd, Seth McGann, John Murdock, Jr., John Oscar, Sarah 
Ries, Dan Roseman, Andrew Shannon, Ian Tester, and Gus Voto

THE RECENTLY DECEASED:
† All Our Beloved Dead

LET US PRAY

Sunday, June 4, 2023

Child: Silas Deckard Boese
Parents: Jessica & Robert Boese

Child 1: Cecilia Mae Beyersdorfer
Child 2: Genevieve Spahr Beyersdorfer
Parents: Caroline & Josef Beyersdorfer

VOTER REGISTRATION
St. Gertrude Church will be conducting a nonpartisan voter 
registration drive after all Masses on Saturday and Sunday, June 24-25, 
and July 1-2. As our bishops remind us, “In the Catholic Tradition, 
responsible citizenship is a virtue, and participation in political life is a 
moral obligation” (Faithful Citizenship, no. 13). We urge you to register 
and vote in the upcoming Ohio special election on August 8. After all 
Masses on the aforementioned weekends, there will be tables outside 
(or in the parish center in case of rain) where you can register. If you 
are not registered to vote or have recently moved, please take time to 
register.  
Issue 1 is on the ballot for the August 8 special election. It asks 
voters if Ohio should “require that any proposed amendment to the 
Constitution of the State of Ohio receive the approval of at least 60 
percent of eligible voters voting on the proposed amendment.”
Because Issue 1 does not contain any moral content, the Ohio bishops 
do not take an official position on it. However, Archbishop Schnurr 
offers the following for your consideration:
“Issue 1 will increase the threshold required for any proposed amendment 
to the Constitution of Ohio from a simple majority vote to at least a 60 
percent majority vote in order to pass. Therefore, a “yes” vote on Issue 1 will 
make it more difficult to pass any future amendment to the Constitution of 
Ohio, including this November’s ballot initiative seeking an abortion rights 
constitutional amendment that expands and enshrines abortion at the expense 
of protections of preborn children and women. A “no” vote on Issue 1 will 
maintain the current threshold, making it easier to pass an amendment to 
Ohio’s constitution, including the one coming this November on the abortion 
expansion amendment.”
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COMMUNITY NEWS

ARE YOU PREPARED?
Come to a preplanning seminar at Gate of Heaven Cemetery 
(St. Peter’s Chapel, 11000 Montgomery Road, Cincinnati, 
OH 45249) on Tuesday, June 20, at 11 a.m., 2 p.m., or 
6 p.m. The seminar is no more than 90 minutes and can 
be helpful in communicating your wishes to loved ones, 
reducing stress for your family and friends, saving money, 
and more. Please RSVP to community@gateofheaven.org 
or (513) 489-0300, and let us know how many family and 
friends will be coming with you, what parish you are from, 
and which seminar you plan to attend.

What is God’s mission for you?

friday, june �� rd
�:�� am to �:�� pm  
Mount St. Mary’s Seminary
Cincinnati

A day of discernment 
hosted by the seminarians 
of the Archdiocese of 
Cincinnati for high school 
men (incoming sophomores 
to outgoing seniors).

sign up by june �� th
catholicaoc.org/vocations

COME & SEE DISCERNMENT WEEKEND
Have you considered being a missionary priest or brother? Glenmary Home 
Missioners is hosting a Come and See discernment weekend July 7-9, 2023. This 
will be an opportunity for young men ages 16-20 to meet Glenmary missioners, 
learn about the mission needs, spend time in prayer, and meet others who are 
discerning their call. The retreat will take place at Glenmary’s headquarters in 
Fairfield, Ohio. Contact Brother David Henley, vocation director at Glenmary, 
at  vocations@glenmary.org or (513) 881-7411 to reserve you space or for more 
information.

SUMMER IGNATIAN WEEKEND RETREAT
All men and women are invited to the Jesuit Spiritual Center the weekend of 
July 7-9, 2023, as we explore the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius of Loyola. 
The weekend will be a time of prayer and contemplation as we seek to know 
Jesus more deeply and intimately. Father David Watson, SJ, will offer a series of 
presentations, reflections on Scripture, and various methods of prayer to help 
you draw closer to our loving God. The retreat will include Mass, Reconciliation, 
adoration, praying the Stations of the Cross and the rosary, spiritual direction, 
and time for private reflection. The cost is $310, which includes a private room 
and meals during your stay at the Spiritual Center. For more information or to 
register, please call (513) 248-3500, ext. 10, or visit jesuitspiritualcenter.com/
summerretreat.

ONE-DAY BUS TRIP TO  
MARIA STEIN SHRINE OF THE HOLY RELICS
On Friday, August 11, you have the opportunity to make a one-day pilgrimage to 
Maria Stein Shrine of the Holy Relics in Maria Stein, Ohio. While there is much 
to see, the highlight of the trip will be the 7:30 p.m. outdoor Mass celebrated by 
Father Robert K. Muhlenkamp, parochial vicar at Family of Parishes Northwest-2. 
The evening will end with a rosary procession immediately following Mass; the 
bus will return shortly after midnight. The cost is $40 and includes a round-trip 
bus ride, bottled water and snacks on the bus, buffet dinner and tips for the bus 
driver and food servers. Seating is limited to the first 50 pilgrims who provide 
their contact information and $40 fee to John Mcacabe, bus trip co-coordinator. 
Please contact John at (513) 543-1170 to sign up!

“BACK TO SCHOOL COLLECTION” 
ADVANCE NOTICE
Hope Emergency Center (an agency in Lynchburg, Ohio, that aids the poor in 
Adams, Brown, Clinton, Highland, and surrounding counties) contacted the 
Ladies of Charity to express their sincere appreciation for the ongoing generosity 
of the parishioners of St. Gertrude Church. The Center has asked that this year’s 
August “back to school” collection—which historically focused on pens, pencils, 
backpacks, etc.—be focused instead on this year’s greatest needs: sports bras (all 
sizes), underwear, women’s personal protection products (pads and tampons), 
and toothpaste. This information is being provided in advance in case you plan 
to take advantage of Ohio’s Sales Tax Holiday when the State announces this 
year’s date. Please call Jean Wilkinson at (513) 498-5085 with any questions. 
Your donations are so very much appreciated.
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ASK A THEOLOGIAN 

ASK A THEOLOGIAN—
PROPHETS AND THE 
WORD OF GOD
MATTHEW C. GENUNG, SSD, 
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR AT  
MOUNT ST. MARY’S SEMINARY & 
SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY 

Q: During Scripture study, I have 
frequently read that the prophets spoke 
for God to improve the behavior of the 

people of the Old Testament and not to foretell the future. Yet in 
studying the New Testament, Jesus and St. Paul frequently mention 
that actions/teachings fulfill the words of the prophets. I am confused, 
this seems contradictory. Can you help me understand what I am 
missing?

A: The Old Testament prophets were called and sent by God to his 
people in order that God’s people would hear his voice, know his will, 
and adhere to it. According to Deuteronomy, Moses said: “A prophet 
like me will the Lord, your God, raise up for you from among your 
own kindred; that is the one to whom you shall listen” (Deuteronomy 
18:15). The prophets heard the divine voice in various ways—
sometimes in visions, sometimes an interior word—and were given 
tasks, always according to particular historical situations. Amos, for 
example, was a farmer living in the Southern Kingdom of Judah when 
he was given a prophetic message to report to King Jeroboam II of the 
Northern Kingdom of Israel. This took place during the 8th century 
BC regarding Israel’s breach of the covenant with God, given in order 
to convince them to repent and to return to that covenant lest they 
face destruction from their enemies. They did not heed his warning, 
and the Northern Kingdom was destroyed by the Assyrian army in 
722 BC. This prophetic book speaks to us as well, even though the 
historical referents in the book no longer apply to our situation. 

Isaiah was similarly called during the 8th century BC to deliver 
a prophetic message to Ahaz, the Davidic king of Judah. God wanted 
Ahaz to remain faithful to him in the face of threats from other nations 
rather than to make political alliances to secure his monarchical 
rule. In the course of his prophetic preaching, to verify the message, 
Isaiah told Ahaz to ask God for a sign. Ahaz refused, and so Isaiah 

communicated the divine sign: “Listen, house of David! Is it not 
enough that you weary human beings? Must you also weary my God? 
Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign; the young woman, 
pregnant and about to bear a son, shall name him Emmanuel” (Isaiah 
7:13-14). 

These are two examples to show that indeed the prophets did 
speak for God in order to improve the conduct of the people of Israel. 
But they do speak of future events which would come to pass if the 
divine word is not heeded. This is not the type of prognosticating 
that we think of with fortune tellers, but is rather speaking the truth 
which will come to pass consequent on adherence or disobedience 
to the divine will. In the case of the sign given by Isaiah to Ahaz, 
the Davidic king, it directly related to the failure of the Davidic line 
consequent on Ahaz’ infidelity to God. The line of David would fail 
because of Ahaz, whose offspring would lose the Davidic throne. This 
was fulfilled through Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon in 586 BC with 
the fall of Jerusalem and deposition of the Davidic king Jehoiachin, 
whose sons would never again reign. However, this prophetic word 
was fulfilled in another way at a much later time with the birth of 
Jesus, son of David, by the virgin Mary (Matthew 2:23). Isaiah himself 
was delivering a divine message to Ahaz for an immediate historical 
situation, but this prophetic word carried a meaning which went 
beyond that situation, a meaning which was incomprehensible and 
unfulfilled for almost eight centuries. 

The Church distinguishes between a literal meaning of the text, 
which is the meaning intended by the human author (Isaiah in this 
case), and the spiritual meaning, which is ascertained when that same 
text is read in light of the mystery of Jesus Christ and the Church. 
Isaiah did not intend to tell Ahaz about Mary, but through Isaiah, 
God told the Church about not only Mary but also the mystery of 
his faithfulness to his promise to David, that his descendent (Jesus) 
would reign on his throne forever (2 Samuel 7:12-13). The literal and 
the spiritual meanings in the prophetic word are not contradictory 
but are complementary, and this is because the Holy Spirit, outside of 
time, broke into human history and spoke his word to us through the 
prophets. God reveals the full meaning of his prophetic word only in 
the light of the mystery of his incarnate Son and his Church.

Matthew C. Genung holds a bachelor of science from Boston College, a 
baccalaureate in sacred theology from the Pontifical Gregorian University, and 
both a licentiate and doctorate in sacred Scripture from the Pontifical Biblical 
Institute in Rome. Dr. Genung is associate professor and Ruth J. and Robert A. 
Conway Foundation chair in Biblical Studies at Mount St. Mary’s Seminary & 
School of Theology. He, his wife Cristina, and their five children are parishioners 
at St. Gertrude Parish.

Have a question about faith, life, theology, the Church, or something else? 
Submit your question to bulletin@stgertrude.org for one of our Dominican friars, 
brothers, or sisters; experts; or theologians to answer in an upcoming bulletin.
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Monday,
June 19

Tuesday,
June 20

Wednesday,
June 21

Thursday,
June 22

Friday,
June 23

Saturday,
June 24

Sunday,
June 25

Boosters Meeting
7 p.m.
St. Joseph Room

CGS Summer 
Session 1: 
Level I & II
9 a.m. & 1 p.m.
Atrium I & II

CGS Summer 
Session 1: 
Level I & II
9 a.m. & 1 p.m.
Atrium I & II

CGS Summer 
Session 1: 
Level I & II
9 a.m. & 1 p.m.
Atrium I & II

CGS Summer 
Session 1: 
Level I & II
9 a.m. & 1 p.m.
Atrium I & II

Catholic Men’s 
Fellowship
7:30 a.m.
School Cafeteria

Voter Registration 
After All Masses 
Outside Church

Healing Rosary
7 p.m.
Rosary Garden

Catechism in a Year 
Discussion Group
9 a.m.
St. Joseph Room

Rosary Makers
3 p.m.
St. Joseph Room

JHYM & L’alto: HS 
Going Deeper – 
Bible Study
After 11:30 a.m. Mass
Parish Center

Voter Registration 
After 4:30 p.m. Mass 
Outside Church

Little Flower 
Library Open
8:45-11:15 a.m.

K of C Executive 
Meeting
7 p.m.
K of C Hall

JHYM: Summer 
Sessions
6:30 p.m.
Parish Center

Holy Hour with 
Confessions
7:30 p.m.
Church

NFP Class 
1 p.m. 
St. Joseph Room

Boy Scouts
7 p.m.
School Cafeteria

Baptisms
1:15 p.m.
Church

K of C Rosary & 
Social
7 p.m.
Church &  
St. Dominic Lobby

Family Faith: Minute 
to Win It Challenge 
(Child-Only)
1:30 p.m.
Parish Center

L’alto: HS  
Summer Nights
7 p.m.
Parish Center

THE WEEK AHEAD

Please submit your Mass announcements and 
bulletin articles to bulletin@stgertrude.org
6543 Miami Avenue, Cincinnati, OH 45243

(513) 561-5954 | FAX (513) 561-5184 | 
www.StGertrude.org 

BULLETIN

7/2/23

MATERIALS DUE

6/21/23

BULLETIN DEADLINEOFFERING
St. Gertrude Parish Weekly Collection and Budget Report

Collection for June 11
Collection $ 29,793
Weekly Budget $ 36,500
Weekly Deficit $ (6,707)

Fiscal Year-To-Date (for year ending June 30, 2023)
Fiscal YTD Actual $ 1,894,030
Fiscal YTD Budget $ 1,852,000
Fiscal YTD Surplus $ 42,030

CORPUS CHRISTI THANK-YOU
On behalf of the entire parish, I would like to extend my profound thanks to those involved in planning the incredible Corpus Christi procession 
last weekend. First and foremost, I would like to recognize two members of our parish pastoral council, Stephen Babcock and Phil Motz, who 
spearheaded the entire planning process from beginning to end. I would also like to thank the St. Anne’s Guild (especially Kate Podsiadly) 
for organizing the efforts of our flower girls, Matt Young for arranging for the purchase and preparation of the rose petals, Ben Hoffman for 
coordinating the altar servers, Doug Postler for organizing the ushers, Dr. Holman and the Parish Choir for providing such beautiful music 
during the Mass itself and during the procession, and Jim Pappalardo for preparing the ice cream social. Last but not least, I am thankful to 
Father Joachim, Father Luke, and Brother Christopher for their involvement in multiple facets of the event (including trying to figure out how 
to waterproof our canopy less than 24 hours before the procession was due to start!). An event of this magnitude would not have been possible 
without all of these volunteers and more. Finally, a special word of thanks to Madeira City Manager Michael Norton-Smith and the entire 
Madeira Police Department, especially Chief Schaefer and Lieutenant Roy who assisted greatly with the planning. It was an amazing event, 
everyone. We’ll be doing it again next year . . . mark your calendars now! 
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PARISH DIRECTORY

Parish Staff
Father John Paul Walker, O.P., pastor
Father Joachim Kenney, O.P., parochial vicar
Father Luke VanBerkum, O.P., parochial vicar

Dominican Friars in Residence
Father John Langlois, O.P., prior
Father Joseph Alobaidi, O.P.
Father John Corbett, O.P.
Father Michael Mary Dosch, O.P., novice master
Father Darren Pierre, O.P.

St. Gertrude School – (513) 561-8020
Principal – Sister Mary Agnes Greiffendorf, O.P. ext 1101
Vice Principal – Mr. Travis Johnson ext 1101
PTO President – Amy Weidenbacher (513) 720-8805
School Advisory Council

Office of Administration – (513) 561-5954
Receptionists – Susan Kane & Teri Forlini ext 2101
Business Manager – Don Regan ext 2102
Business Office Admin Assistant – Emma Golias ext 2103
Bereavement ext 2101
Bulletin Editor bulletin@stgertrude.org
Director of Music –  
 Christopher Holman  cholman@stgertrude.org 
Safe Environment Coordinator – Emma Golias ext 2103

Office of Evangelization – (513) 561-5954
Coordinator of Catechesis of the Good Shepherd –
 Mary Beth Thiemann ext 2110
Coordinator of Youth Formation – Walter Plummer ext 2122
Coordinator of High School Ministry – 
 Laura Potter ext 2124
Communications Coordinator – Michelle Dushensky ext 2121
Office Coordinator – Kristen Eggers ext 2109
Become Catholic (RCIA)  

Corporal Works of Mercy
Helping Hands (Funeral Reception Ministry)–  (513) 940-2643 
 Nancy Lucas stgerthh@gmail.com
Knights of Columbus – Pete Marcello (703) 447-3978
 grandknight@elderkofc.org
Ladies of Charity – Jean Wilkinson (513) 498-5085
Parish Health Ministry – Jeanne Palcic (513) 317-4123
Pregnancy Center East 
 (for all pregnancy needs) (513) 321-3100
Soup Kitchen – Andy Cordier soupkitchen@stgertrude.org
St. Vincent De Paul Society –
  Jennifer Mansfield (513) 561-5954, ext 2112

Vocations Directors
Archdiocese of Cincinnati – 
 Father Dan Schmitmeyer (513) 421-3131
Dominican Friars –
 Father Mario Calabrese, O.P. DominicanFriars.org
Nashville Dominican Sisters –
 Sister Mara Grace, O.P. (615) 256-5486

Spiritual Works of Mercy
Circle of Prayer – Barbara Rose prayercirclesg@gmail.com
Communion to Sick – Judy Hartmann (513) 984-8003
Eucharistic Adoration adoration@stgertrude.org
Natural Family Planning – Jenna Bernardo (513) 658-0444
 nfp@stgertrude.org
Pastoral Council – Ryan Schilling rryanschilling@gmail.com
Prayer Ministry for the Dying – Pat Collins (513) 265-1897
Respect Life – Lisa Campbell (865) 455-4795
Rosary Making – Larry Ball (513) 831-8572
Unbound Ministry – Nealy Mechley (513) 505-1740

Liturgical Ministries
Parish Choir – Christopher Holman  cholman@stgertrude.org 
Contemporary Music Ensemble – Paul Kindt (513) 697-9208
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion (513) 561-5954
Lectors – (513) 561-5954
Resurrection Choir – Marty Cunningham (513) 891-4226
The St. Anne and the Child Mary Guild –
 Ann McCormick (513) 382-3513
St. Joseph the Worker Society (513) 561-5954
Ushers – Douglas Postler (513) 791-6298
Viri Selecti – Ben Hoffmann pxaw@hotmail.com
Youth Choir – Christopher Holman  cholman@stgertrude.org 

Spiritual Groups
Adult Bible Study – (513) 561-5954
Angelic Warfare Confraternity – (513) 561-5954
Benedictine Oblates – Mark Milliron (513) 536-6275
CANA Family For Mothers –
 Anita Pappalardo (513) 248-8237
Catholic Men’s Fellowship – Stan Lloyd (513) 289-5268
Confraternity of the Most Holy Rosary –
 Brian Zappia (513) 791-7299
Dominican Laity (Bishop Fenwick) –
 Mrs. Joan Ratajczak, O.P. jsratajczak@gmail.com
Dominican Laity (Our Lady of Peace) –
 Mr. Fred Thomas, O.P. (513) 335-1700 or fth5131119@aol.com
Healing Rosary – Cindy Hertzel (513) 368-8941
Seasons of Hope – Cindy Hertzel (513) 368-8941
Special Needs Moms Support Group –
 Laura Nanista (513) 301-6317
True Devotion to Mary – Anne Collins (513) 984-4708
Walking with Purpose Bible Study (Women) –  
 Martha Thompson mbthom22@gmail.com

Parish Groups
Athletic Boosters – Rob Gruber (513) 256-2566
Boy Scouts – Rob Schuette (513) 333-0040
Cub Scouts – Chris De Brunner (513) 379-1010
Garden Club  (513) 561-5954
Lenten Fish Fry – Rob Mancini (513) 520-6360
Little Flower Library – Susan Santos (513) 504-0205
Parish Coffee – Mark Findley (513) 417-9227



937-544-8068

Custom Cabinetry
anywhere in your
home or garage.

Call Matt Stutzman
today to get your
project started!

Please Patronize O
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dvertisers – To Place an A
d, C

all 1-800-292-9020.

Jim Volz
CPA & Trusted

Advisor
794-1551.com

9900 Carver Rd., Blue Ash

G
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gertz  law
Y O U R  F A M I L Y ’ S  L A W Y E R

GERTZLAW.COM
	 Reading	Office	 Loveland	Office
 (513) 554-1868 (513) 583-1549

Susan	Marie	Allspach,	Esq.
Anthony	J.	Gertz,	Esq.
Anthony	J.	Gertz	II,	Esq.

•	Probate	Administration/Estate	Planning/Wills/Trusts
•	Divorce/Family	Law/Litigation

Full Service inSulation

Environmental Company
Asbestos & Mold Removal

(513) 242-0600
Central Insulation

Systems, Inc.

KLEKAMP PAVING
Asphalt Paving

Patching
Asphalt

Sealcoating
513-561-4600

www.klekamp.com

mattbonhauspainting.com

Compliments of

General Contractors and Land Development Company

6403 Madison, Madisonville • 271-1570 
1793 Ohio Pike, Amelia • 797-4888

Now 2 Locations!

ROYALMONT ACADEMY
200 Northcrest Drive, Mason, OH

Catholic Preschool • High School • Full and 1/2 day Preschool 
Enrolling Now

513-754-0555 • www.Royalmont.org

MILFORD
Body Shop Direct Call

831-5460

CASTRUCCI
COLLISION

AHP Anderson Hills Plumbing
Residential – Commercial – FREE ESTIMATES

Over 52 Years Experience & Satisfaction
Ernie, Jack, Ralph & Barb Vilardo

6229 Beechmont Avenue  513-232-3821

JEFF STANLEY The Stanley Edwards Group at Morgan Stanley
Portfolio Manager Financial Advisor
513-762-5317
7755 Montgomery Rd., Cincinnati, OH 45236
Jeff.stanley@morganstanley.com NMLS# 287975
Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC. Member SIPC. CRC 3401603 9/2021

ERIC D. BENDER
Attorney at Law

Moeller (1984)
University of Notre Dame (1988)

U.C. Law (1991)
Family Law • Wills & Probate

Lawsuits • Guardianship
Adoption

(513) 891-5630
9764 Kenwood Road in Blue Ash

Visa/Mastercard Accepted

7319 Columbia Road
Garden Center 
& Landscaping

398-1008
www.sharonnursery.com

LARRY’S 
LOCK, SAFE &  

SECURITY CENTER 
 

791-9163 
 
 
 
 

8005 Plainfield Road 
Cincinnati, OH 45236 

Larry’s
LOCK, SAFE & 

SECURITY CENTER

791-9163

8005 Plainfield Road
Cincinnati, OH 45236

18 years in Business • Call 513-321-4444

• Cincinnati’s first Joint Commissioned Private 
Duty Company

• 3 full-time nurses on staff for caregiver 
supervision and emergency consultation

• Specialized and Trained for Parkinson’s and 
Dementia Care

• Live-In specialists, but also offer 4 hour 
minimum care

Robert L. 
Franer III, AAMS®

513-334-1621 (O)
513-434-3583 (C) 
robert.l.franer@lpl.com
www.castellumfinancialadvice.com

Parishioner & Founding Member 
of The Catholic Financial Planners Network 

Helping Catholic families pursue and use wealth morally.
Securities offered through LPL Financial, a Registered Investment Advisor, member FINmember FINRA/SIPC

Area’s Oldest Death Care Leader Area’s Oldest Death Care Leader 
StrawserFuneralHome.comStrawserFuneralHome.com

513-791-7203513-791-7203
Awarded 2021 Awarded 2021 

Small Business of the Year!Small Business of the Year!

Meet Eli and Bennett, our two Meet Eli and Bennett, our two 
fur-children! We understand how fur-children! We understand how 

much pets mean to people, and we much pets mean to people, and we 
are proud to offer pet death care to are proud to offer pet death care to 
the area with the same dignity that the area with the same dignity that 

we show for all we serve!we show for all we serve!

Skyline Chili, Loveland Ohio 10640 Loveland 
Madeira Rd. Bring this bulletin to receive a 

FREE Cheese Coney 
With the Purchase of a (3,4,5) Way

Feeling good, it’s Skyline Time!

For all your real estate needs please contact me, 
a faithful and hard-working St. Gertrude 

parishioner and professional realtor.  

CAROLYN TRAUTH Realtor 

513-706-4239
www.sibcycline.com/ctrauth

Accepting 
New Clients!
Tiara Brown
513-926-7618
We come to you!

Many non-medical 
services provided.

HOME HEALTH CARE AGENCY

uwwllc@ibyfax.com

7754 CAMARGO ROAD,
CINCINNATI, 45243

513-561-6956
@PIAZZADISCEPOLI
TUES.-SAT. – 11-6

FRI. – 11-7

Jason and RhondaJason and Rhonda

7820 CAMARGO RD, MADEIRA
513-271-9378

ali.bar.grill.madeira@gmail.com
alisbarandgrill.com

Servicing Maderia and Indian Hill since 1979

Amy Resch – 513-436-4690

Enjoy 
outdoor living

all summer long!
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beatrice
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT

TIM BEATRICE
513-254-5620
timbeatrice5@yahoo.com

Knights of Columbus
Archbishop Elder Council

Email grandknight@elderkofc.org
Join today. kofc.org/joinus

Jeff Woodward, Parishioner   513-247-9241
Celebrating 30 years in business

www.wciconstruction.com

Woodward Construction, Inc.

Kitchen & Bath
Remodeling

Kinsella
561-5285

7880 Camargo Rd.
kinsellakitchens.com

Dr. Frederick A. Heiselman
General • Implant

Dentistry
Parishioner

513-561-8600
7140 Miami Ave.,Ste. 201

fheiselmandds.com

GILSON’S
ENGRAVING

ELEGANT GIFTS

Engraved gifts for all occasionsEngraved gifts for all occasions

7116 Miami Ave.

891-0730
www.gilsonsonline.com

#9
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Chuck Borchers
REALTOR, Parishioner

513-335-4039
charles.borchers@gmail.com
chuckborchershomes.com

Accepting New Patients

Dr. Eleanor Endres
Parishioner

513-791-8880 • www.endresdentistry.com
“Oral Health is the Gateway to Healthy Living”

KENWOOD, 7500 MONTGOMERY RD.
MADISONVILLE, 4418 WHETSEL AVENUE

513-791-5353

Thomas-Justin
Funeral Homes, Inc.
Four Generations of Family Service 

to the Community

LANDSCAPE SPECIALISTS, INC.
Hardscape Landscape
• Walkways & Patios • Installations
• Driveways • Renovations
• Retaining Walls • Maintenance
• Drainage Systems • Snow Clearing

Quality Service for Over 35 years

396-6400
Ed Witte, Parishioner

WITTEWITTE

Kitchens • Bathrooms
Room Additions

Screen & Covered Porches
Lower Levels & Basements

513.492.8429
7264 Columbia Rd., Ste. 600, Maineville

www.PenderyConstruction.com

HYDE PARK
PAINTING

and
CARPENTRY
321-4100

Remodeling 
Roofing/Gutters • Concrete 

Plumbing/Electric
Drywall • Int./Ext. Painting

Your Complete Home 
Repair Company

513-472-1985
www.bestplumbercincinnati.com

$25 OFF with this Ad

Keith D. Jackson DDS
Laura K. Jackson DDS

7113 Miami Avenue 
Madeira, OH 45243
Tel: (513) 561-5318

TOTAL LIFE SAFETY, LLC
Commercial Fire Protection Services

Fire Extinguisher/ Exit Lights/Fire Alarm
Sprinkler/Backflow/Special Hazard

866-955-2318

Walter St. Clair RoofingWalter St. Clair Roofing
Serving Cincinnati Since 1923

Roofing & Sheet Metal Work
Slate & Tile Repair

Box Gutters & Seamless Gutters
Jerry St. Clair, pariShioner           641-3265

Chad Muhlenkamp
(513) 377-7221
chad.muhlenkamp@kofc.org

GEO. H. ROHDE & SON
Funeral HomeFuneral Home

Since 1910
3183 Linwood Ave., Mt. Lookout Sq.3183 Linwood Ave., Mt. Lookout Sq.

Serving Eastern Hills, Mt. Lookout & Hyde ParkServing Eastern Hills, Mt. Lookout & Hyde Park

513-321-0404513-321-0404
www.rohdefuneral.comwww.rohdefuneral.com

Directors: Steve Rohde, Denise Mercier Directors: Steve Rohde, Denise Mercier 
& Darrell Schneider& Darrell Schneider

Knights of Columbus
Asset Advisors®
kofcassetadvisors.org

94c/81m/40y/32k

1c/75m/99y/0k

Carpet, Hardwood,
Laminate and LVP 

at guaranteed lowest price, 
shop at home convenience 

and fastest installation. 
Kraig Porter
Parishioner 
513.250.2999

carpetkraig@gmail.com

Family Owned
& Operated

Established 1877

8225 Montgomery Rd
Cincinnati, Ohio 45236

513-891-8373
Peter J. Gilligan, Sr.

Investments,
firmly rooted
in faith.

Kyle Warmouth, Loan Officer/Parishioner
513-218-3218 • KyleW@eqfin.com

NMLS# 2088163-39843

INDEPENDENT LIVING
ASSISTED LIVING • MEMORY CARE

7650 CAMARGO ROAD • MADEIRA, OH 45243
513-422-5499 • WWW.TRADITIONSATCAMARGO.COM

ELEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  |  JUNE 18, 2023 

As you go, make this proclamation: 

‘The kingdom 
of heaven is 

at hand.’
Matthew 10:7


