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MASSES AND CONFESSIONS AT ST. GERTRUDE

Parish Office Hours
Monday-Friday: 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.

School Office Hours
Monday-Thursday: 8:30 a.m.-12 p.m.; Friday: Closed

Church Hours
Every day: 7 a.m.-9 p.m.

Parish Information
6543 Miami Ave., Cincinnati, OH 45243
(513) 561-5954 | www.stgertrude.org

Monday, June 20, Weekday
 7 a.m. Father’s Day Novena
 8 a.m. † Anne Siebert by The Stines Family
 11:30 a.m. † Deceased Members of the Dominican Order

Tuesday, June 21, St. Aloysius Gonzaga (M)
 7 a.m. † Louis “Dean” Giacometti by St. Gertrude Parish
 8 a.m. Father’s Day Novena
 11:30 a.m. † Clyde Dorn by Melinda & Bob Reckers

Wednesday, June 22, Sts. John Fisher & Thomas More (M)
 7 a.m. † Joan Galbraith by Dominican Sisters
 8 a.m. † Megan Johnson by Maureen Dunne
 11:30 a.m. Father’s Day Novena

Thursday, June 23, The Nativity of St. John the Baptist (S)
 7 a.m. Father’s Day Novena
 8 a.m. † Julie Nemzik by Bob & Jere Pulte
 11:30 a.m. † William Holland by Knights of Columbus

Friday, June 24, The Most Sacred Heart of Jesus (S)
 7 a.m. † James Schuster by Craig & Teresa Babcock
 8 a.m. Father’s Day Novena
 11:30 a.m. Octavio Flores Resendiz by Maria Resendiz

Saturday, June 25, 
The Immaculate Heart of the Blessed Virgin Mary (M)
 8 a.m. Lisa Pifher by The Pachuk Family
 11:30 a.m. Father’s Day Novena
 4:30 p.m. † Marjorie A. McCarthy by Molly & Bruce Vollmer

Sunday, June 26, 13th Sunday in Ordinary Time
 8 a.m. † Elizabeth Kossowan by Peter Bertoli
 10 a.m. † Gregory Schlueter by David & Peggy Schlueter
 12 p.m. People of St. Gertrude
 6 p.m. Father’s Day Novena

Confessions will be heard in the church Monday–Friday at 4 p.m., 
Wednesday at 7:30 p.m. and Saturday at 3:30 p.m.
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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

FROM THE DIARY OF 
ST. MARIA FAUSTINA KOWALSKA

“I find myself so weak that were it not for 
Holy Communion I would fall continually. 
One thing alone sustains me, and that is 
Holy Communion. From it I draw my 
strength; in it is all my comfort. I fear 
life on days when I do not receive Holy 
Communion. I fear my own self. Jesus 
concealed in the Host is everything to me. 

From the tabernacle I draw strength, power, courage and light. 
Here, I seek consolation in time of anguish. I would not know 
how to give glory to God if I did not have the Eucharist in my 
heart.” (Diary, #1037)

COVER IMAGE: Christ the Saviour with the Eucharist, Juanes 
(1545-50)

THE TESTIMONY OF 
THE EARLY CHRISTIANS 
ABOUT THE EUCHARIST
Instead of my usual letter and in honor of Corpus 
Christi, I want to share with all of you some 
of the most significant passages from the early 
centuries of the Church that demonstrate that 
our Catholic belief that the Eucharist is truly the 
Body and Blood of Christ is not some medieval 

fabrication, but the authentic belief in the Church going back to 
the very beginning. Notice the dates for the quotes found below. This is the 
faith of the Church, as it was, is, and forever will be.  

St. Ignatius of Antioch, A.D. 110 (Letter to the Smyrnaeans, 6:2–7:1)
“Take note of those who hold heterodox [false] opinions on the grace 
of Jesus Christ which has come to us, and see how contrary their 
opinions are to the mind of God. . . . They abstain from the Eucharist 
and from prayer because they do not confess that the Eucharist is the 
flesh of our Savior Jesus Christ, flesh which suffered for our sins and 
which that Father, in his goodness, raised up again. They who deny 
the gift of God are perishing in their disputes . . .” 

St. Justin Martyr, A.D. 151 (First Apology, 66)
“We call this food Eucharist, and no one else is permitted to partake 
of it, except one who believes our teaching to be true and who has 
been washed in the washing which is for the remission of sins and 
for regeneration [i.e., has received baptism] and is thereby living as 
Christ enjoined. For not as common bread nor common drink do we 
receive these; but since Jesus Christ our Savior was made incarnate 
by the word of God and had both flesh and blood for our salvation, 
so too, as we have been taught, the food which has been made into 
the Eucharist by the Eucharistic prayer set down by him, and by the 
change of which our blood and flesh is nurtured, is both the flesh 
and the blood of that incarnated Jesus.”

St. Cyril of Jerusalem, A.D. 350 (Catechetical Lectures, 19:7; 22:6,9)
“The bread and the wine of the Eucharist before the holy invocation of 
the adorable Trinity were simple bread and wine, but the invocation 
having been made, the bread becomes the body of Christ and 
the wine the blood of Christ.” 
“Do not, therefore, regard the bread and wine as simply that; for 
they are, according to the Master’s declaration, the body and blood of 
Christ. Even though the senses suggest to you the other, let faith make 
you firm. Do not judge in this matter by taste, but be fully assured 
by the faith, not doubting that you have been deemed worthy of the 
body and blood of Christ. . . . [Since you are] fully convinced that the 
apparent bread is not bread, even though it is sensible to the taste, 
but the body of Christ, and that the apparent wine is not wine, even 
though the taste would have it so, partake of that bread as something 
spiritual, and put a cheerful face on your soul.”

Theodore of Mopsuestia, A.D. 405 (Catechetical Homilies 5:1)
“When [Christ] gave the bread he did not say, ‘This is the symbol of my 
body,’ but, ‘This is my body.’ In the same way, when he gave the cup 
of his blood he did not say, ‘This is the symbol of my blood,’ but, ‘This 
is my blood’; for he wanted us to look 
upon the [Eucharistic elements] after 
their reception of grace and the coming 
of the Holy Spirit not according to their 
nature, but receive them as they are, 
the body and blood of our Lord. 
We ought . . . not regard [the elements] 
merely as bread and cup, but as the body 
and blood of the Lord, into which they 
were transformed by the descent of the 
Holy Spirit.”

And so, my brothers and sisters, we stand in the midst of an unbroken tradition 
of 2,000+ years of belief that, by the power of the Holy Spirit, what is mere 
bread and wine before Mass begins is transformed into the Body, Blood, Soul, 
and Divinity of Our Lord during the consecration. On this Corpus Christi, let 
us thank the Lord Jesus, who loves us so much that he feeds us with his very 
flesh and blood in this most beautiful and sacred of all gifts, the Most Holy 
Eucharist.

God bless,

Father John Paul Walker, O.P.
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SCHOOL NEWS

ACCOMPLISHMENTS FOR THE 2021-2022 SCHOOL YEAR – PART 3
We ended this school year with grateful hearts for all that God had accomplished and blessed us with at St. Gertrude School. Here is part three of our 
list of SGS accomplishments for the 2021-2022 school year:

2022 SGS SUMMER GATHERINGS
All St. Gertrude School families are invited to join us for our 
weekly summer gatherings! Below are the dates and locations for 
the remaining June events. Please visit the SGS Facebook page (@
stgertrudeschool) for more information about each gathering, and be 
sure to check out the SGS Parent Communications Group page on 
the day of each event for weather updates. If you have any questions, 
please contact Leah Naumann at Leah_naumann@yahoo.com or 
(513) 260-5441. We look forward to staying connected as a school 
community through the summer months!

• Thursday, June 23, 11 a.m.–2 p.m. | Beech Acres Park 
• Tuesday, June 28, 12–2 p.m. | Stephan Field

OPEN LATIN TEACHER POSITION
St. Gertrude School is looking for a full- or part-time professional 
Latin teacher for grades K-8. Candidates should have background 
and experience in teaching Latin, utilizing the grammar-translation 
method. We are seeking a candidate who will develop the program 
to its fullest potential, including integrating Latin throughout the 
grades, providing resources for teachers, and supporting the liturgical 
life of the students. Please visit stgertrude.org/employment to view 
the full job description and to apply. 

SCHOOL OFFICE HOURS 
For the week of June 20, 2022, the school office will be open 
Monday–Thursday from 8:30 a.m to 12 p.m. and closed on Friday.

Student Accomplishments
• Our 4th and 5th graders had a successful Cultural Fair, showcasing 

their projects to the parents and the school community.
• The 7th graders successfully completed their science research and 

writing projects, culminating in the annual SGS Science Fair.
• Our 8th graders did an outstanding job with their apologetics research 

projects, which included presentations and verbal defenses before the 
Dominican brothers.

• The student council planned and executed a successful all-school 
Veterans Day service in the gym, which included participation 
and celebration of some of our local and St. Gertrude community 
veterans.

• The student council worked with Magnified Giving to secure $1,000 
to invest in a local philanthropic organization.

• Two junior high students competed at the state Power of the Pen 
competition.

• Twenty-two academic scholarships were awarded to 8th graders by 
area Catholic and private high schools.

• The student council planned and executed a successful drive for 
Pregnancy Center East with 1,000-plus items donated.

• The student council planned and executed a coat drive for St. Vincent 
de Paul Society, collecting hundreds of coats.

• The student council planned and sponsored our “Giving Thanks, 
Giving Back” campaign for the Little Sisters of the Poor, collecting 
hundreds of donated items.

• During November, our student council planned and executed a 
“Thank You” letter collection for all the volunteers and support staff 
at Catholic Charities Southwest Ohio.

• During December, the student council planned and executed a 
“Welcome to Cincinnati” greeting card collection for immigrants in 
the Cincinnati area through Catholic Charities Southwest Ohio.

Events
• Our PTO supported and sponsored Movie Night, the Daddy/

Daughter Dance, Trunk or Treat, Castle Skateland, and Mother/Son 
Bowling.

• We held a talent show and school-wide spelling bee competition.
• We hosted the School House Symphony and the Cincinnati 

Observatory.
• We held the third annual Bible Bowl competition on the Gospel of 

Luke.
• We produced and directed the 7th grade Passion Play.
• We provided 8th grade leadership building opportunities and 

formation during the Woodland Lakes Leadership retreat and 
Commissioning Mass.

• We organized special formation retreat days for 6th and 7th graders.
• We planned and choreographed the Primary Program.
• We welcomed many grandparents and guests to our school on 

Grandparents Day.
• We launched the inaugural Journeying to High School program for 

8th grade students and their parents.

• With support from the PTO, we celebrated Catholic Schools Week.
• On many occasions, we celebrated and showed support and 

appreciation for St. Gertrude School’s teachers and staff.
• We hosted a concert for all students by world-class composer and 

pianist, Eric Genius.  
• We conducted a well-run, fun, PTO-supported Walkathon fundraiser.
• SGS Players gave a wonderful performance of Madagascar Jr.
• We hosted a representative from Catholic Charities Southwest Ohio 

for an all-school information assembly on the corporal acts of mercy. 
• Thirty-six families toured the school during our Open Houses.
• We celebrated the traditional May Candle Mass, passing on the 

mantle of responsibility from 8th graders to 7th graders.

mailto:Leah_naumann@yahoo.com
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EVANGELIZATION

(TRYING TO) LIVE THE 
MISSION: THE FATHER’S 
LOVE
WALTER PLUMMER,  
DIRECTOR OF YOUTH FORMATION

I’m a firm believer that God created us 
humans so that we might share in his own 

blessed life. (Check out the Catechism of the Catholic Church, paragraph 
one for a bit more on that.) For men, fatherhood is an essential part 
of how we come to share in the divine life. Whether it’s biological 
or spiritual, being a dad helps us to see as God sees, to think as God 
thinks, to choose as God chooses, to love as God loves. (Those are 
not my words but, like any good Catholic, I can’t remember where 
that came from. I just know it came from church. Hooray for oral 
tradition!) 
So how does God see? How does he think? How does he choose? 
How does he love? And how do fathers reflect this for us?
You and I both know that I can’t fully answer those questions, but 
God does give us some glimpses—things we can hold on to. After all, 
the God who reveals his interior life to us in Divine Revelation has no 
desire to leave us totally in the dark. He wants to lead us into all truth 
(John 16:13). And he speaks to us through his people, his Church, 
including our fathers. So here’s what I have learned about the Father’s 
love from the fathers in my own life:

He Is Strong, but Not Harsh
My boys always want to wrestle. Like, always. It’s the first thing they 
want to do in the morning and the last thing they want to do before 
sleep. They want to test their strength against Dad’s strength, and 
they want to know that they are safe while doing it. They want to 
know what they can and can’t do, how they can and can’t play. They 
want to know who they are. And in a fundamental way, they only 
know that through the eyes of their father. “Who do you say that I 
am?” is the constant, inaudible question I hear from my children. 
And my strength—how I respond to them as they push and search 
for the right boundaries and answers—says volumes. They run at 
me, hit me, and tackle me, and my job is to help them and protect 
them, to teach them how they can and cannot treat others, to show 
them that their strength is good and should be used to protect and 
serve (never to steal or destroy), and to show them that they are still 
my sons even when they hurt me. In the desert, Jacob experiences 
something similar with the messenger of God, wrestling with him all 
night, unwilling to let go until he receives a blessing (see Genesis 32). 
And in the end, Jacob is renamed Israel, a name which means “he 
who wrestles with divine beings.” God has given us great strength, and 
he often shows us his own—not using it against us but for us, for our 
protection, and to serve us. The God who walks on the water is the 
same God who says, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what 
they do” (Luke 23:34). God does not want to harm us; he is for us. 
He is strong, and he is not harsh. 

He Shows Up
My dad is a man of few words when it comes to life’s big questions. 
He’s a man of deep faith and wisdom, but he often prefers to act 
rather than to speak. Looking back, I don’t think I have ever doubted 
that my father loved me. Part of that is because he was always there. 
He turned down job offers that would have taken him away from the 
family. He got up at 5 a.m. so he could be done with work in time to 
coach soccer. He drove my siblings and me all over the U.S. just so 
we could play sports and take advantage of academic opportunities. 
He ate dinner with us. He showed us how to set up a tent. He taught 
us how to drive a car. He was just there. And having him there—just 
his presence—gave me a firm foundation of trust and support. That’s 
pretty exceptional from what I’ve heard in my adult life. And I think 
it’s some small reflection of God the Father’s love for us. He shows 
up. In the end, what is the message of the cross but, “Even at the 
lowest point of your sin, your alienation, at the furthest you can go, at 
the point of despair itself, I have not left you an orphan. You are mine. 
And I am yours.” He leaves the 99 sheep for the lost one. He’s there 
with you, even though many times we may feel that he’s not. Have 
confidence today: he always shows up.

He Loves You for Who You Are, Not for What You’ve Done 
I was asked to lead a high school retreat at my home parish 
when I was in college. I gave a talk, led some small groups, and 
participated in the prayer services and Mass over the weekend. After 
all the teens had gone to confession, I had a chance to go as well.  
I sat in front of my home pastor and revealed my brokenness. My 
lust, my pride, my hatred, and my shame. I expected this man who 
had known me since middle school to be shocked, ashamed, and 
alarmed that this kind of person was leading his teens on retreat. but 
he looked at me and said, “God the Father of mercies, through the 
death and resurrection of his Son has reconciled the world to himself 
and sent the Holy Spirit among us for the forgiveness of sins; through 
the ministry of the Church may God give you pardon and peace, and I 
absolve you from your sins in the name of the Father, and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.” I was shocked. This man, acting in the 
person of Christ who is the head of the Church and the image of the 
Father, had seen my ugliness and said I was still his and he was still 
mine. He actually said, “May God give you pardon and peace.” He 
said I was still his, put a ring on my finger and a robe on my back, and 
ran out to meet me. I would have been happy with staying in the barn, 
but he brought me into his house and called me his son. He loved 
me for who he said I was, not for what I had done. And he does the 
same for you. What you have or have not done does not define you. 
You are the sum of the Father’s love for you (see Pope St. John Paul 
II’s address at the 17th World Youth Day). And his love for you is as 
immense as he himself is. (That’s pretty big, just to clarify.)

 . . . CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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PARISH NEWS

PLEASE PRAY FOR . . .
THE SICK:
Scott Boone, Kim Caswell, Bettie Caudill, Ann Cerone, Maureen S. 
Currens, Triset Defonseka, Pamela K. Dwyer, Lisa Ely, Dick Gelhaus, 
Bob Gerwin, Goad Family, Glenn Grismere, Hummel Family, Rhonda 
Keith-Stephens, Aiko Kimura, Ed Kinney, Marianne Klekamp, Diane 
Kosobud, Kevin Lewis, Kim McClung, Elaine O’Connell, Sue Paas, 
Gerry Patterson, Gert Patterson, Patricia Scherer, Pegge Schuermann, 
Richard Seifert, Joseph Silvers, Teddie Slaper, Jack Spilker, Jim 
Spurgin, Patricia Strauss, Judy Sullivan, Mary Valker, and Brigitte 
Vielhauer

THOSE IN THE ARMED FORCES:
Patrick Burke, Gabe Dorsey, Jacob Dorsey, Curtis Flores, Luis Flores, 
Jr., Cole and Kyle Foster, Dominic Geraci, Daniel Holian, Mike 
Huber, Aaron Jacobson, Jacob Kramb, John Kramb, Kelly Leugers, 
John Murdock, Jr., John Oscar, Sarah Ries, Kolbe Roberts, Dan 
Roseman, Andrew Shannon, and Ian Tester

THE RECENTLY DECEASED
Ellen Schaengold, sister of Charlotte
Charles Dollenmayer, husband of Mary Lou

BAPTISM

LET US PRAY

PETER’S PENCE COLLECTION 
Next weekend, June 25-26, our parish will participate in the Peter’s 
Pence Collection. This annual collection allows the Holy Father to 
support victims of war and natural disasters and others most in need 
of assistance. Thank you, in advance, for your generosity.

BULLDOGS WRESTLING CAMP
All young males* entering grades K-8 for the 2022-
2023 year are invited to St. Gertrude Parish’s 
summer wrestling camp Tuesday–Thursday, July 
5–7, from 6 to 8 p.m. and Friday, July 8, at 5:30 
p.m. Camp is open to athletes of all experience 
levels and will focus on wrestling fundamentals of 
takedowns, feature a Daily SportsLeaders virtue development talk, 
and end with a takedown event, games, and a pizza party! Parents 
are welcome anytime and highly encouraged to stay on Friday for 
the takedown event and party. The camp will be in the Parish Center 
and the cost is $30/athlete, which includes all training, Bulldogs 
Wrestling branded bag, and pizza party. If you have any questions, 
please contact our program coordinators, Jonathan Fritinger and Alex 
Linz, at bulldogwrestling413@gmail.com. Register today at assn.la/
Reg/?r=1:317312.
*Must be a St. Gertrude, St. Andrew, or St. Elizabeth Ann Seton parishioner and 
student, or an active parishioner at another Archdiocese of Cincinnati parish and 
either attend a school in the archdiocese or be homeschooled.

June 5, 2022
Child: Mary Juliana Bernardo

Parents: Jennifer & Christopher Bernardo

SHARE YOUR PHOTOS 
In 2023, St. Gertrude Parish will celebrate its 100th anniversary! As part 
of the centennial celebration, we will be publishing a commemorative 
coffee table book entitled St. Gertrude Parish: The First 100 Years, which 
will be available in September 2023. We need your help tracking 
down historical photos, particularly from 1923–1975. Of special 
interest are photos of our founding families, the establishment of 
our school, and the Caroline Williams print of our mission church 
titled “A Spot Near Cincinnati” dated 1948–09–26. We would also 
like to include photos from St. Gertrude School graduations, first 
Communion classes, the tornado of 1969, early parish festivals, the 
school Christmas pageant, and other events. If you are willing to share 
your photos for publication in this commemorative book, please 
send—or drop off—your photos (clearly identified with the event 
and description) to the parish office. Be sure to include your contact 
information so we can return your photos to you. If you have any 
questions, please contact Mark Holland at (513) 478-2291. 

ATTENTION ALL COLLEGE STUDENTS
Are you a college student who is home for the summer? Are you 
missing the fellowship with other like-minded college students that 
is readily available on campus during the academic year? We would 
love to provide you and all college students of St. Gertrude Parish 
the opportunity to gather on a regular basis during the summer 
months. Exactly what those gatherings will look like will depend on 
the interests and desires of those who attend, but could potentially 
involve a weekly Bible study, pick-up sporting events, pilgrimages 
to different shrines or churches, and hikes in local state parks. An 
initial meeting for all interested students will take place this 
Thursday, June 23, at 7 p.m. in the St. Joseph Room of the Parish 
Center. If you are interested in learning more but cannot attend 
the initial meeting, please contact the parish office at parishoffice@
stgertrude.org or (513) 561–5954.

http://assn.la/Reg/?r=1:317312
http://assn.la/Reg/?r=1:317312
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COMMUNITY

PILGRIMAGE TO MARIA STEIN 
SHRINE OF THE HOLY RELICS
Did you know that Maria Stein Shrine of Holy Relics in Maria Stein, OH, is 
home to one of the largest collections of relics in the United States? See relics 
of the saints and the true cross on a prayerful pilgrimage to the Maria Stein 
Shrine on Friday, August 12, sponsored by the World Apostolate of Fatima 
Blue Army – Cincinnati Chapter. The cost is $40 and includes round-trip bus 
transportation, a self-directed tour of the shrine, dinner, and an outdoor Mass 
and rosary procession. 
Spots are limited and will be given to the first 52 pilgrims who contact John 
McCabe, trip co-coordinator, at (513) 543–1170, providing their contact 
information and trip payment. For more information about the pilgrimage, 
please contact John. For more information about the shrine, please visit 
mariasteinshrine.org.

30TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
APPARITIONS OF OUR LADY OF LIGHT
Our Lady of Light Ministries invites you to celebrate the 30th anniversary of 
the apparitions of Our Lady of Light, who appeared in the tristate area from 
1992–1999. This celebration, entitled “Days of Prayer and Mercy,” will take 
place at Our Lady of the Holy Spirit Center on August 31–September 1, 2022, 
and feature all-day adoration, daily Mass, opportunities to pray the rosary and 
go to confession, two presentations from guest speaker Immaculée Ilibagiza, 
and more! 
This two-day event will sell out, and there is limited seating available. For more 
information and to purchase your tickets, please visit ourladyoflight.org/events/
days-of-prayer-and-mercy-aug-31st-2. If you have any questions, please call 
(513) 531–6279.

HEALING SERVICE
Come to Our Lady of the Holy Spirit Center (5440 Moeller 
Avenue Norwood) on Wednesday, June 22, to pray the 
rosary, celebrate Mass, and participate in a healing service. 
The rosary begins at 6:45 p.m., followed by Mass at 7:15 
p.m. and the healing service. For more information, please 
call (513) 351-9800.

http://mariasteinshrine.org
http://ourladyoflight.org/events/days-of-prayer-and-mercy-aug-31st-2
http://ourladyoflight.org/events/days-of-prayer-and-mercy-aug-31st-2
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ASK A PRIEST

ASK A PRIEST—
PROVINCIAL CHAPTER
FATHER JOHN MARK SOLITARIO, O.P.

Q: Father John Mark, I heard that you’re at 
the Provincial Chapter this month. Would 
you explain what this entails? 
A: To the surprise of some, the founder of the 
Dominican Order did not leave the Church 

with a library of theological or pastoral writings. Instead, St. Dominic 
left a way of life enshrined in the Book of Constitutions and Ordinations 
of the Brothers of the Order of Preachers. That which is contained in this 
particular law is further specified by local provinces of the Order 
in Provincial Statutes and Acts of the Provincial Chapter. I daresay, most 
Dominicans don’t enjoy administration! However, we do recognize 
the fundamental and even inspirational importance of law to provide 
for a communal life of prayer and preaching for the salvation of souls. 
It’s really a sacred duty to participate in reviewing and revising the 
legislation of our Order, such as happens every four years at the 
Provincial Chapter. Hence my absence from St. Gertrude Church for 
an entire month!

So what goes into this process? During our first week together, 
it was important to catch up with friars sent to the Chapter from 
around our Province (the Province of St. Joseph covers much of the 
East Coast): priors of our communities; professors and administrators 
from the House of Studies, as well as Providence College; pastors, 
chaplains, and vicars from our parishes and campus ministries; 
members of our mission in Eastern Africa; and friars assigned to 
special apostolates like the Knights of 
Columbus and Magnificat. There were 
reports to hear from leaders in these 
ministries and not a few questions to 
ask about the successes and difficulties 
of the friars engaged in such diverse 
apostolates. Perhaps most importantly, 
after special consideration, discussions, 
and intense prayer, we elected Father 
Darren Pierre, O.P., as our new prior 
provincial, along with a body of close 
councilors and collaborators called the 
Diffinitorium.

Sounds like mission accomplished, 
right? Well, getting up to speed with 
the state of the Province of St. Joseph 
and electing a new prior provincial was 
just the beginning! With this initial 
business taken care of, our second 
and third weeks will include the 
actual legislative task of the Provincial 
Chapter. Various committees are 

tasked to review our laws pertaining to Consecrated Life, Sacred 
Liturgy, and Prayer; Study; Ministry of the Word; Vocations and 
Formation; Government; Economic Administration; the Vicariate 
of Eastern Africa; and Providence College. New legislation will be 
proposed and old legislation confirmed or discarded as the capitulars 
(i.e., the friars required to participate in the Chapter) indicate 
priorities for at least the next four years of our life and ministry as 
Dominicans in the Eastern U.S. and Africa. At the end of those two 
weeks, it will be up to the prior provincial and his diffinitorium to 
revise and/or finalize amendments to the Provincial Statutes and Acta.

What’s the takeaway? For a relatively young Dominican priest 
like myself, I get to experience and partake in the governance of 
our Order. This isn’t just a cool privilege but a sacred task meant 
to assist Dominican friars in the day-to-day living of their vocation 
in service to God and the Church. It’s been great to catch up with 
so many friars throughout the Province of St. Joseph—many known 
well to St. Gertrude Church (Father Vincent Wiseman, Father Ken 
Letoile, Father Walter Wagner, Father Darren Pierre to name some 
old names). Most of all, it has been inspiring to see the commitment 
of the friars to faithfully answer the call to be consecrated religious 
men and preachers of Jesus’ saving Gospel after the pattern of St. 
Dominic. I hope our work this month in Providence will eventually 
bear fruit in your lives as we continue our Dominican life and mission 
at St. Gertrude Church and Priory. 

Ask a Priest is a regular feature for our Holy Teaching section. Submit your 
own question to bulletin@stgertrude.org for one of our Dominican priests to 
answer in the bulletin!

mailto:bulletin@stgertrude.org
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Monday,
June 20

Tuesday,
June 21

Wednesday,
June 22

Thursday,
June 23

Friday,
June 24

Saturday,
June 25

Sunday,
June 26

Knights of Columbus 
Executive Meeting
7 p.m.
Knights of Columbus 
Hall

Knights of Columbus 
Rosary Social
7 p.m.
Church

Resurrection Choir 
Practice
8:30 a.m.
PC St. Joseph Room

College Student 
Group Information 
Meeting
7 p.m.
PC St. Joseph Room

Catholic Men’s 
Fellowship
7:30 a.m.
School Cafeteria

Baptisms
1:15 p.m.
Church

Healing Rosary
7 p.m.
Rosary Garden

Boy Scouts
7 p.m.
School Cafeteria

Revitalize Team 
Meeting
7 p.m.
PC St. Joseph Room

Benediction
8:50 p.m.
Church

THE WEEK AHEAD

OFFERING
St. Gertrude Parish 

Weekly Collection and Budget Report
Collection for June 12

Collection $ 44,965
Weekly Budget $ 35,294
Weekly Surplus $ 9,671

Fiscal Year-To-Date (for year ending June 30, 2022)
Fiscal YTD Actual $ 1,885,149
Fiscal YTD Budget $ 1,804,406
Fiscal YTD Surplus $ 80,743

Please submit your Mass announcements and 
bulletin articles to bulletin@stgertrude.org 
6543 Miami Avenue, Cincinnati, OH 45243

(513) 561-5954 | FAX (513) 561-7184 | 
www.StGertrude.org 

BULLETIN

7/3/22
MATERIALS DUE

6/22/22

BULLETIN DEADLINE

He is Easy to Please and Hard to Satisfy
I had a coach in high school, Mr. Lane, who is still one of my spiritual 
mentors. He was a semi-pro, former collegiate athlete, and deeply 
devout Christian. He was also a great coach. High school soccer teams 
have lots of different skill levels, and he had a knack for challenging 
those who had experience or some natural gifts and encouraging those 
who were new to the game. A good choice or new attempt always got 
a word of praise and then a question about what we’d do next. I 
have found a lot of truth in that approach over the years because it 
reveals that, in this life, we never fully arrive. And that’s okay. God is 
always happy with a good first step, whether it’s cleaning your room, 
blocking that site you spend too much time on, or putting your phone 

down long enough to be present with people. But he never wants 
us to just stop there, because there’s always more to discover, more 
to grow into, and a new depth to explore. He’s a good father who 
loves to see his children grow. He’s easy to please, but hard to satisfy. 
(Again, not my words. See C.S. Lewis’ Mere Christianity for more.)

Okay, I’ll stop there. And instead of giving you more of my list, would 
you start one of your own? Who are the father-figures in your life? 
How have they shown you the Father’s love? That can be a loaded 
question, because not all fathers have a healthy relationship with their 
children, and vice versa. But for all the messiness, I think it’s still 
an important question. We all need spiritual fathers, whether they 
happen to be biological, adopted, or providential. We know God in 
some fundamental way through these men because he has given a 
share of his Fatherhood to them. Who does he reveal himself to be 
through them? And who does he say that you are through them? On 
this Father’s Day, may our earthly dads be a sign of the perfect Father, 
from whom all good things come. Happy Father’s Day, y’all. 

. . . CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

(TRYING TO) LIVE THE MISSION: 
THE FATHER’S LOVE
WALTER PLUMMER, DIRECTOR OF YOUTH FORMATION
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PARISH DIRECTORY

Parish Staff
Father John Paul Walker, O.P., pastor
Father John Mark Solitario, O.P., parochial vicar
Father Jordan Kelly, O.P., parochial vicar

Dominican Friars in Residence
Father John Langlois, O.P., prior
Father George Schommer, O.P., subprior
Father Joseph Alobaidi, O.P.
Father John Corbett, O.P.
Father Michael Mary Dosch, O.P., novice master

St. Gertrude School – (513) 561-8020
Principal – Sister Maria Christi Greve, O.P. ext 1101
Vice Principal – Mr. Travis Johnson ext 1101
PTO President – Emily Baute (513) 646-9321
School Advisory Council

Office of Administration – (513) 561-5954
Receptionists – Susan Kane & Teri Forlini ext 2101
Business Manager – Don Regan ext 2102
Business Office Admin Assistant – Emma Golias ext 2103
Bereavement ext 2101
Bulletin Editor bulletin@stgertrude.org
Director of Music – Father Jordan Kelly, O.P. ext 2213
Safe Environment Coordinator – Emma Golias ext 2103

Office of Evangelization – (513) 561-5954
Coordinator of Catechesis of the Good Shepherd –
 Mary Beth Dickert ext 2110
Director of Youth Formation – Walter Plummer ext 2122
Communications Coordinator – Michelle Dushensky ext 2121
Office Coordinator – Kristen Eggers ext 2109
Become Catholic (RCIA)  ext 2101
 Father John Mark Solitario, O.P.

Corporal Works of Mercy
Helping Hands – Nancy Lucas stgerthh@gmail.com
Knights of Columbus – Phil Motz (513) 444-5072
Ladies of Charity – Jean Wilkinson (513) 498-5085
Parish Health Ministry – Jeanne Palcic (513) 317-4123
Pregnancy Center East 
 (for all pregnancy needs) (513) 321-3100
Soup Kitchen – Andy Cordier soupkitchen@stgertrude.org
St. Vincent De Paul Society –
  Jennifer Mansfield (513) 561-5954, ext 2112

Vocations Directors
Archdiocese of Cincinnati – 
 Father Dan Schmitmeyer (513) 421-3131
Dominican Friars –
 Father Jacob Bertrand Janczyk, O.P. DominicanFriars.org
Nashville Dominican Sisters –
 Sister Mara Grace, O.P. (615) 256-5486

Spiritual Works of Mercy
Baptism Team
Circle of Prayer – Barbara Rose prayercirclesg@gmail.com
Communion to Sick – Judy Hartmann (513) 984-8003
Eucharistic Adoration adoration@stgertrude.org
Natural Family Planning – Jenna Bernardo (513) 658-0444
 nfp@stgertrude.org
Pastoral Council – Jill Woods (513) 235-6827
Prayer Ministry for the Dying – Pat Collins (513) 265-1897
Regina Veritatis Prayer & Healing –
 Nealy Mechley (513) 505-1740
Respect Life – Debbie Graham (513) 984-4766
Rosary Making – Larry Ball (513) 831-8572
Unbound Ministry – Nealy Mechley (513) 505-1740

Liturgical Ministries
Adult Choir – Father Jordan Kelly, O.P. (513) 561-5954 ext 2213
Contemporary Music Ensemble – Paul Kindt (513) 697-9208
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion (513) 561-5954
Lectors – (513) 561-5954
Resurrection Choir – Marty Cunningham (513) 891-4226
The St. Anne and the Child Mary Guild –
 Ann McCormick (513) 272-1533
St. Joseph the Worker Society (513) 561-5954
Ushers – Douglas Postler (513) 791-6298
Viri Selecti – Ben Hoffmann pxaw@hotmail.com
Youth Choir – Catherine Fishlock (513) 561-5954

Spiritual Groups
Adult Bible Study – (513) 561-5954
Angelic Warfare Confraternity –
 Father John Mark Solitario, O.P. (513) 561-5954
Benedictine Oblates – Mark Milliron (513) 536-6275
Catholic Men’s Fellowship – Stan Lloyd (513) 289-5268
Confraternity of the Most Holy Rosary –
 Brian Zappia (513) 791-7299
Dominican Laity (Bishop Fenwick) –
 Mrs. Joan Ratajczak, O.P. jsratajczak@gmail.com
Dominican Laity (Our Lady of Peace) –
 Mr. Fred Thomas, O.P. (513) 335-1700 or fth5131119@aol.com
FAMILIA/CANA Family For Mothers –
 Anita Pappalardo (513) 248-8237
Special Needs Moms Support Group –
 Tina Rolfes tina.rolfes123@gmail.com
True Devotion to Mary – Anne Collins (513) 984-4708

Parish Groups
Athletic Boosters – Rob Gruber (513) 256-2566
Boy Scouts – Robert Dinga (612) 616-8242
Cub Scouts – Chris De Brunner (513) 379-1010
Garden Club  (513) 561-5954
Lenten Fish Fry – Rob Mancini (513) 520-6360
Little Flower Library – Susan Santos (513) 504-0205
Parish Coffee – Mark Findley (513) 417-9227
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 513-574-0005 Residential & Commercial
 www.andersonautomatic.com “Since 1929”

Heating & Cooling
Providing Heating & Cooling Services to Parishioners of St. Gertrude since 1929.

Automatic

gertz  law
Y O U R  F A M I L Y ’ S  L A W Y E R

GERTZLAW.COM
	 Reading	Office	 Loveland	Office
 (513) 554-1868 (513) 583-1549

Susan	Marie	Allspach,	Esq.
Anthony	J.	Gertz,	Esq.
Anthony	J.	Gertz	II,	Esq.

•	Probate	Administration/Estate	Planning/Wills/Trusts
•	Divorce/Family	Law/Litigation

•	Business/Corporate	Transactions/Contracts

Full Service inSulation

Environmental Company
Asbestos & Mold Removal

(513) 242-0600
Central Insulation

Systems, Inc.

Compliments of
A Friend of the Parish

KLEKAMP PAVING
Asphalt Paving

Patching
Asphalt

Sealcoating
513-561-4600

www.klekamp.com

mattbonhauspainting.com

Compliments of

General Contractors and Land Development Company

6403 Madison, Madisonville • 271-1570 
1793 Ohio Pike, Amelia • 797-4888

Now 2 Locations!

ROYALMONT ACADEMY
200 Northcrest Drive, Mason, OH

Catholic Preschool • High School • Full and 1/2 day Preschool 
Enrolling Now

513-754-0555 • www.Royalmont.org

MILFORD
Body Shop Direct Call

831-5460

CASTRUCCI
COLLISION

AHP Anderson Hills Plumbing
Residential – Commercial – FREE ESTIMATES

Over 51 Years Experience & Satisfaction
Ernie, Jack, Ralph & Barb Vilardo

6229 Beechmont Avenue  513-232-3821

STRAWSER & STALEY
FUNERAL HOMES

BLUE ASH
9503 Kenwood Rd., Blue Ash OH 45242 

513-791-7203 • www.strawserfuneralhome.com 
Traditional Burial, Pre-Arranged Planning, Green 

Burial, Cremation Service and Pet Death Care.

JEFF STANLEY The Stanley Edwards Group at Morgan Stanley
Portfolio Manager Financial Advisor
513-762-5317
7755 Montgomery Rd., Cincinnati, OH 45236
Jeff.stanley@morganstanley.com NMLS# 287975
Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC. Member SIPC. CRC 3401603 9/2021

ERIC D. BENDER
Attorney at Law

Moeller (1984)
University of Notre Dame (1988)

U.C. Law (1991)
www.ericbenderlaw.com

Family Law • Wills & Probate
Lawsuits • Guardianship

Adoption
891-5630

9764 Kenwood Road in Blue Ash
Visa/Mastercard Accepted

7319 Columbia Road
Garden Center 
& Landscaping

398-1008
www.sharonnursery.com

LARRY’S 
LOCK, SAFE &  

SECURITY CENTER 
 

791-9163 
 
 
 
 

8005 Plainfield Road 
Cincinnati, OH 45236 

Larry’s
LOCK, SAFE & 

SECURITY CENTER

791-9163

8005 Plainfield Road
Cincinnati, OH 45236

17 years in Business • Call 513-321-4444

• Cincinnati’s first Joint Commissioned Private 
Duty Company

• 3 full-time nurses on staff for caregiver 
supervision and emergency consultation

• Specialized and Trained for Parkinson’s and 
Dementia Care

• Live-In specialists, but also offer 4 hour 
minimum care

 8815 Cinti-Columbus Rd. 6410 Cinti-Dayton Rd.
 West Chester, OH Liberty Twp., OH 45044
 513-777-8433 513-847-1088

...also locations in Carthage & College Hill
www.hodappfuneralhome.com

Family Owned and Operated Since 1886

Robert L. 
Franer III, AAMS®

513-334-1621 (O)
513-434-3583 (C) 
robert.l.franer@lpl.com
www.castellumfinancialadvice.com

Parishioner & Founding Member 
of The Catholic Financial Planners Network 

Helping Catholic families pursue and use wealth morally.
Securities offered through LPL Financial, a Registered Investment Advisor, member FINmember FINRA/SIPC

PROFESSIONAL RESIDENTIAL CLEANERS
IN THE CINCINNATI AREA.

Recurring Cleaning • Deep Cleaning
Move in/move out cleaning • Special Projects

www.cincycleaningcoop.com 
Call or Text: (513) 919-5131 for a free quotation

Health I Medicare I Small Group I Life I Supplemental 

Sherry Harbin
Licensed Insurance Agent 
(513) 331-1168

scharbin@HealthMarkets.com • HealthMarkets.com/scharbin.com

mar es@ 
Health I Medicare I Small Group I Life I Supplemental 

Sherry Harbin 
Licensed Insurance Agent 

scharbin@HealthMarkets.com 
(513)331-1168 HealthMarkets/scharbin.com 

HealthMarkets Insurance Agency, Inc. is licensed as an insurance agency in aff 50 states and the District of Columbia. 
Not aff agents are licensed to self aff products. Service and product availability varies by State. Safes agents may be 

compensated based on enroffment. No obligation to enroff. 

HealthMarkets Insurance Agency, Inc. is licensed as an insurance agency in all 50 states and the District of Columbia. Not all agents 
are licensed to self all products. Service and product availability varies by State. Safes agents may be compensated based on 
enrollment. No obligation to enroll.

Mike Capozzoli
CPA/Manager, parishioner

Certified Public Accountants
Founded 1984
A solution minded CPA and 
Trusted Business Advisor.

M – 513-906-0761
O –513-455-8200
www.burkecpa.com
Email: mcapozzoli@burkecpa.com
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beatrice
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT

TIM BEATRICE
Parishioner

513-254-5620
timbeatrice5@yahoo.com

Knights of Columbus
Archbishop Elder Council

elderkofc.org
Join today.

Visit kofc.org/joinus

Jeff Woodward, Parishioner   513-247-9241
Celebrating 30 years in business

www.wciconstruction.com

Woodward Construction, Inc.

Kitchen & Bath
Remodeling

Kinsella
561-5285

7880 Camargo Rd.
kinsellakitchens.com

Dr. Frederick A. Heiselman
General • Implant

Dentistry
Parishioner

513-561-8600
7140 Miami Ave.,Ste. 201

fheiselmandds.com

GILSON’S
ENGRAVING

ELEGANT GIFTS

Engraved gifts for all occasionsEngraved gifts for all occasions

7116 Miami Ave.

891-0730
www.gilsonsonline.com
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Chuck Borchers
REALTOR, Parishioner

513-335-4039
charles.borchers@gmail.com
chuckborchershomes.com

Accepting New Patients

Dr. Eleanor Endres
Parishioner

513-791-8880 • www.endresdentistry.com
“Oral Health is the Gateway to Healthy Living”

KENWOOD, 7500 MONTGOMERY RD.
MADISONVILLE, 4418 WHETSEL AVENUE

513-791-5353

Thomas-Justin
Funeral Homes, Inc.
Four Generations of Family Service 

to the Community

OH HVAC Lic. #30854 KY HVAC Lic. M04694
OH Plumbing Lic. #46270

Process
Construction

MECHANICAL CONTRACTOR

Specializing in Piping, HVAC/R,  
Plumbing & Service • Commercial & Industrial

www.processconstruction.com
(513) 251-2211   1421 Queen City Avenue

LANDSCAPE SPECIALISTS, INC.
Hardscape Landscape
• Walkways & Patios • Installations
• Driveways • Renovations
• Retaining Walls • Maintenance
• Drainage Systems • Snow Clearing

Quality Service for Over 35 years

396-6400
Ed Witte, Parishioner

WITTEWITTE

Kitchens • Bathrooms
Room Additions

Screen & Covered Porches
Lower Levels & Basements

513.492.8429
7264 Columbia Rd., Ste. 600, Maineville

www.PenderyConstruction.com

HYDE PARK
PAINTING

and
CARPENTRY
321-4100

Remodeling 
Roofing/Gutters • Concrete 

Plumbing/Electric
Drywall • Int./Ext. Painting

Your Complete Home 
Repair Company

513-396-7446 
fastsigns.com/352

3248 Highland Avenue,  
Cincinnati, OH 45213

Madeira Owned

Gilligan Funeral Homes
Established 1877

8225 Montgomery Road • 891-8373
Traditional & Cremation Services

www.gilliganfuneralhomes.com

513-472-1985
www.bestplumbercincinnati.com

$25 OFF with this Ad

Parishioner since 2000

Keith D. Jackson DDS
Laura K. Jackson DDS

7113 Miami Avenue Madeira, OH 45243
Tel: (513) 561-5318

TOTAL LIFE SAFETY, LLC
Commercial Fire Protection Services

Fire Extinguisher/ Exit Lights/Fire Alarm
Sprinkler/Backflow/Special Hazard

866-955-2318

Walter St. Clair RoofingWalter St. Clair Roofing
Serving Cincinnati Since 1923

Roofing & Sheet Metal Work
Slate & Tile Repair

Box Gutters & Seamless Gutters
Jerry St. Clair, pariShioner           641-3265

Catholic Investments
for Catholic Families

(513) 987-5666 
Chris.Chalifoux@KofC.org

GEO. H. ROHDE & SON
Funeral HomeFuneral Home

Since 1910
3183 Linwood Ave., Mt. Lookout Sq.3183 Linwood Ave., Mt. Lookout Sq.

Serving Eastern Hills, Mt. Lookout & Hyde ParkServing Eastern Hills, Mt. Lookout & Hyde Park
513-321-0404513-321-0404

www.rohdefuneral.comwww.rohdefuneral.com
Directors: Steve Rohde, Denise Mercier Directors: Steve Rohde, Denise Mercier 

& Darrell Schneider& Darrell Schneider

HALPIN
PLUMBING, INC.
513-631-2001
REMODEL/REPAIR

kofcassetadvisors.org

94c/81m/40y/32k

1c/75m/99y/0k

Carpet, Hardwood,
Laminate and LVP 

at guaranteed lowest price, 
shop at home convenience 

and fastest installation. 
Kraig Porter
Parishioner 
513.201.7030

carpetkraig@gmail.com

June 19, 2022 – The Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ
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