
ST. ANTHONY OF 
PADUA CHURCH
501 East Orange Street 
Lancaster, Pennsylvania 17602 
 717-394-0669 
www.stanthonylancaster.com
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beatrice
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT

TIM BEATRICE
513-254-5620
timbeatrice5@yahoo.com

Knights of Columbus
Archbishop Elder Council

Email grandknight@elderkofc.org
Join today. kofc.org/joinus

Jeff Woodward, Parishioner   513-247-9241
Celebrating 30 years in business

www.wciconstruction.com

Woodward Construction, Inc.

Kitchen & Bath
Remodeling

Kinsella
561-5285

7880 Camargo Rd.
kinsellakitchens.com

Dr. Frederick A. Heiselman
General • Implant
Dentistry

Parishioner
513-561-8600
7140 Miami Ave.,Ste. 201

fheiselmandds.com

GILSON’S
ENGRAVING

ELEGANT GIFTS

Engraved gifts for all occasionsEngraved gifts for all occasions

7116 Miami Ave.

891-0730
www.gilsonsonline.com
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Chuck Borchers
REALTOR, Parishioner

513-335-4039
charles.borchers@gmail.com
chuckborchershomes.com

Accepting New Patients

Dr. Eleanor Endres Parishioner
513-791-8880 

www.endresdentistry.com
“Oral Health is the Gateway 

to Healthy Living”

LANDSCAPE SPECIALISTS, INC.
Hardscape Landscape
• Walkways & Patios • Installations
• Driveways • Renovations
• Retaining Walls • Maintenance
• Drainage Systems • Snow Clearing

Quality Service for Over 35 years

396-6400
Ed Witte, Parishioner

WITTEWITTE

Kitchens • Bathrooms
Room Additions

Screen & Covered Porches
Lower Levels & Basements

513.492.8429
7264 Columbia Rd., Ste. 600, Maineville

www.PenderyConstruction.com

HYDE PARK
PAINTING

and
CARPENTRY
321-4100

Remodeling 
Roofing/Gutters • Concrete 

Plumbing/Electric
Drywall • Int./Ext. Painting

Your Complete Home 
Repair Company

Keith D. Jackson DDS
Laura K. Jackson DDS

7113 Miami Avenue 
Madeira, OH 45243
Tel: (513) 561-5318

TOTAL LIFE SAFETY, LLC
Commercial Fire Protection Services

Fire Extinguisher/ Exit Lights/Fire Alarm
Sprinkler/Backflow/Special Hazard

866-955-2318

Walter St. Clair RoofingWalter St. Clair Roofing
Serving Cincinnati Since 1923

Roofing & Sheet Metal Work
Slate & Tile Repair

Box Gutters & Seamless Gutters
Jerry St. Clair, pariShioner           641-3265

GEO. H. ROHDE & SON
Funeral HomeFuneral Home

Since 1910
3183 Linwood Ave., Mt. Lookout Sq.3183 Linwood Ave., Mt. Lookout Sq.

Serving Eastern Hills, Mt. Lookout & Hyde ParkServing Eastern Hills, Mt. Lookout & Hyde Park
513-321-0404513-321-0404

www.rohdefuneral.comwww.rohdefuneral.com
Directors: Steve Rohde, Denise Mercier Directors: Steve Rohde, Denise Mercier 

& Darrell Schneider& Darrell Schneider

94c/81m/40y/32k

1c/75m/99y/0k

Family Owned
& Operated

Established 1877

8225 Montgomery Rd
Cincinnati, Ohio 45236

513-891-8373
Peter J. Gilligan, Sr.

INDEPENDENT LIVING
ASSISTED LIVING • MEMORY CARE

7650 CAMARGO ROAD • MADEIRA, OH 45243
513-422-5499 • WWW.TRADITIONSATCAMARGO.COM
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Monika
DeRoussel

Let’s make it happen!

Your gateway to Luxury

(531) 289-1039

monika@deroussel.com

deroussel.com

Blue Ash/Hyde Park/Mason/West Chester 

(513) 275-7000 

Kristina Markiewicz
Suite 130, 12500 Reed Hartman Highway 
Cincinnati, OH 45241 
B 513-387-0489 I C SOS-463-8966
kristina.markiewicz@mwarep.org
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Parish Information
6543 Miami Ave., Cincinnati, OH 45243

(513) 561-5954 | stgertrude.org
parishoffice@stgertrude.org

Parish Office Hours
Monday-Friday: 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.

School Office Hours
Monday-Friday: 7:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.

Church Hours
Every day: 7 a.m.-9 p.m.

MASSES AND CONFESSION

Monday, September 11, Weekday
 7 a.m. † Maria Lee by The Isaacs Family
 8 a.m. † Marge Retzler by Elaine & Jeff Parker
 11:30 a.m. † Deceased Members of the Dominican Order

Tuesday, September 12, The Most Holy Name of Mary (M)
 7 a.m. † Joseph & Marjorie Schirmer by The Schirmer Family
 8 a.m. † Jane Sansalone by Tony & Keke Sansalone
 11:30 a.m. † Marianne Nichwitz by Nancy DeBrunner

Wednesday, September 13, St. John Chrysostom (M)
 7 a.m. † Leo & Marian Breslin by Kevin Breslin
 8 a.m. Mary Elizabeth Pearson by Kim Burke
 11:30 a.m. † Russell Smith by Cynthia & Kelly King

Thursday, September 14, The Exaltation of the Holy Cross (F)
 7 a.m. † Holy Souls in Purgatory by Octavio Flores Resendiz
 8 a.m. † Gary Babcock by Mary Beth & Rob Thiemann
 11:30 a.m. Healing of the Church and Victims of Child Abuse

Friday, September 15, Our Lady of Sorrows (M)
 7 a.m. † Steve Lehrter by Jeanne Johantges
 8 a.m. † Vicki LeBlanc by Steve & Valerie Badinghaus
 11:30 a.m. † Laura & Jack O’Brien by Kathy Balbach

Saturday, September 16, SS. Cornelius & Cyprian (M)
 8 a.m. Michael Stoll by Beth Stoll
 11:30 a.m. † Suzanne Huber by The Henderson Family
 4:30 p.m. † Sister Mary Louis Russley, O.P., by Natalie Moore

Sunday, September 17, 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time
 8 a.m. † Kevin Shannon by The Shannon Family
 10 a.m. † Bob Lance by Lynda Lance
 12 p.m. People of St. Gertrude
 6 p.m. † Grace Casper by The Runk Family

Confessions will be heard in the church Monday-Friday at 4 p.m., 
Wednesday at 7:30 p.m., and Saturday at 3:30 p.m.
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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

ESCAPING TRAFFIC JAMS
A couple of weeks ago around 5 p.m., I was driving 

south on I-71, trying to get through the city and over 
the bridge into Northern Kentucky. When I first got 
on the highway, traffic was moving at its expected 
speed. But as I proceeded further south, I looked down 
at the maps app on my phone and suddenly saw a lot 
of “yellow” on the highway ahead of me, which then 

became a lot of “red” as I found myself at almost a dead standstill with miles of 
stopped or barely-moving cars ahead of me.

This is, of course, not the only city where I have experienced the reality 
known as the “traffic jam.” Having lived in or near major cities like Chicago; 
Washington, D.C.; Baltimore; New York; and Boston, I am quite well acquainted 
with traffic jams. One thing that has become obvious to me is that most of the 
larger cities in our country do not have the infrastructure to handle the number 
of cars trying to navigate their roads.  

As I was creeping along at a snail’s pace, with every lane already maxed out 
in vehicles, I couldn’t help but look side to side and notice that the on-ramps 
were also full of cars, all trying to merge into this highway already at its capacity. 
And almost inevitably, a few hundred yards from the ramp, the merge lane 
would disappear, forcing this ever-growing mass of cars together. The highway, 
rather than increasing the number of lanes to accommodate the greater traffic 
volume, actually decreases the number of lanes!

More and more drivers, all trying to get to the same place, pouring into 
ever-narrowing roadways. It doesn’t take an Einstein to figure out this isn’t 
going to end well. The more people you have trying to get to the same place, 
and the narrower the roads leading there, the worse the traffic problems will be.

But there is one exception to this rule. There is one journey, one great 
“commute,” where this is not the case. And that is our journey to heaven.

Like many of the highways in our cities, the road that leads to heaven is 
indeed a narrow one, as Jesus himself taught us (Matthew 7:13-14). But that 
is where the parallel with city traffic ends.  Because on the road to heaven, 
our fellow travelers do not “get in the way.” When someone “pulls ahead” 
of us in holiness, that doesn’t hold us back. Indeed, quite often, having those 
around us making progress on the journey to heaven will help and inspire us to 
work harder to grow in holiness ourselves. This is one of the deep truths about 
growing in the spiritual life that I’ve learned over the years: it is much easier to 
do so when one is surrounded by people who are all striving for it as well. The 
“momentum” created by others helps to carry us along, strengthening our faith 
and reminding us we have many brothers and sisters on this very same journey.

So the next time you are sitting in the midst of snarled traffic, whether on 
I-71 going through the city or even waiting in the pickup line at St. Gertrude 
School at the end of the school day (!!!), recall Jesus’ teaching about the narrow 
road rather than let frustration get the better of you. And always remember: 
there are no traffic jams on the way to heaven.
God bless,

Father John Paul Walker, O.P.

Prayer to 
Our Lady of Sorrows
O Virgin Mary, Mother of 
Sorrows, I recall that sword 
of sorrow which pierced your 
heart when you received into 
your bosom your Son, taken 
down from the cross, and 
sprinkled his sacred Body 

with your tears. O Mother most forlorn, I pray, by all 
the sighs and groans wrung from your heart, by all the 
sorrows and the wounds of your soul: comfort mine in 
the hour when it goes forth from the body, wash it with 
your tears, and receive it into your maternal arms as you 
did receive the lifeless Body of your Son, and lead it up 
to the joys of heaven. Amen.

PRAYER FROM 
ST. GERTRUDE THE GREAT

COVER IMAGE: The symbolic fresco of Jesus as the 
priest with the eucharist in the Votivkirche church by 
brothers Carl and Franz Jobst (sc. half of 19. cent.).
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SCHOOL NEWS

3X3 ADULT BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT
Every school year, the St. Gertrude School PTO has one major 
fundraiser to raise money to fund all its student activities for the year. 
The 2023-2024 fundraiser has been revamped to be a FUN-raiser—a 
carnival-themed challenge/activity course on Friday, September 29, 
that each class will work their way through. As part of the FUN, the 
PTO is hosting its first annual 3x3 Adult Basketball Tournament on 
Thursday, September 28 (the evening before the big carnival). There 
will be pizza, and each player will receive a 
T-shirt. All adults are welcome—teams do 
not need to be made up of only SGS parents 
or St. Gertrude Church parishioners. Total 
cost per team is $60. Visit buytickets.at/sgspto 
or scan the QR code to sign up.

FREE WINTER COATS AVAILABLE 
FOR ST. GERTRUDE CHILDREN
St. Gertrude Parish’s Knights of Columbus Archbishop Elder 
Council #1195 will purchase 72 coats this year for any children 
who may need them. The coats are brand new PVC-coated 
nylon winter jackets that are both wind- and water-resistant. 
To order a free coat or coats, simply email Mrs. Fentress at 
office@stgertrudesch.org and let her know your child(ren)’s 
name(s) and coat size(s) as soon as possible. All names are 
kept confidential. This is a special gift for St. Gertrude School 
families, so please take advantage of this opportunity!

FIRST BULLDOG BROADCAST 
OF THE SCHOOL YEAR
On Friday, September 1, our eighth grade students led their first 
Bulldog Broadcast of the 2023-2024 school year! The Bulldog 
Broadcast is our means for morning prayers and announcements 
each Friday and covers topics such as sports, birthdays, and Virtues 
in Practice. In a new segment called “The Inside Scoop,” students 
interviewed our principal, Sister Mary Agnes.

BUTTERFLY PROJECT 
The first graders have started their 
annual butterfly project! Students learn 
about the life cycle of the monarch 
butterfly by observing the different 
stages of the life cycle: egg, caterpillar, 
chrysalis, butterfly. The caterpillars 
are fed using milkweed grown in our 
outdoor classroom, and students use 
rulers and magnifying glasses to track 
their growth.

WE’RE HIRING
St. Gertrude School is looking for supervisors for our After Care 
Program. The supervisors assist the coordinator during the regular 
hours of After Care, which runs on school days from 3 to 6 p.m. 
Candidate must have a valid Ohio License or Pupil Activity Permit. 
Other requirements include the Archdiocese of Cincinnati Safe 
Environment process prior to starting the position. This is an hourly 
position. Please visit stgertrudesch.org/employment to apply!



4Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time | September 10, 2023

EVANGELIZATION & FAITH FORMATION

I HAVE HEARD THE VOICE OF THE SHEPHERD
LAURA POTTER, COORDINATOR OF HIGH SCHOOL MINISTRY

If there is one thing I’ve learned in the past 23 years of intentionally following Jesus and 38 years as a baptized 
Catholic, it’s that “life with Christ is a wonderful adventure” (Pope St. John Paul II)! Our Shepherd is constantly 
leading us beside still waters, through the darkest of valleys, and into the new promised land (Psalm 23). We are his 
sheep, and we have the great privilege of recognizing his voice and following him (John 10). 

I am so grateful that Jesus led me to volunteer for L’alto: High School and then step into the full-time role 
as coordinator of high school ministry this past year. I have been incredibly inspired by the faith of the teens, 

parents, and the whole St. Gertrude Parish community. Your love for the Eucharistic Heart of Jesus and enthusiasm for sharing Christ’s 
love through your time, talents, and treasures are what fuel the life of this parish. Thank you for receiving me so well and for your constant 
prayers and support for the youth in this region. Please continue to pray for the 17 adult volunteers, 60+ teens involved in L’alto: High 
School, and for the new coordinator of youth ministry to hear Jesus calling him or her to St. Gertrude! 

I have heard the voice of the Shepherd inviting me to move back to Denver, CO, where I lived for seven years. My last day of work at 
St. Gertrude will be this Friday, September 15. I look forward to continuing to develop my gifts of music and production and to seeing 
where the Lord leads me next. May God grant each of us the grace to continue to believe and live the truth that, “[d]iscovering Christ, 
always again and always more fully, is the most wonderful adventure of our life (Pope St. John Paul II).”
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PLEASE PRAY FOR . . .

THE SICK:
Simon Berry, Vicki Calonge, Maureen S. Currens, Triset Defonseka, 
Pamela K. Dwyer, Lisa Ely, Lynn Fedele, Octavio Flores-Resendiz, 
Dick Gelhaus, Bob Gerwin, Goad Family, Baby Leo Henry Grolmes, 
Elsa Hall, Jane Hazelton, Hummel Family, Andrea Kattel, Aiko 
Kimura, Diane Kosobud, Ed and Karen Larkin, Kevin Lewis, Gertrude 
Maxwell, Kim McClung, Elaine O’Connell, Sue Paas, Gerry Patterson, 
Gert Patterson, Pegge Schuermann, Richard Seifert, Teddie Slaper, 
Michael Stoll, Judy Sullivan, Jim Tappel, Debbie Van Hise, Brigitte 
Vielhauer, Kerry Walden, Ann Walker and Viktor & Mary Wilhelmy

THOSE IN THE ARMED FORCES:
Patrick Burke, Gabe Dorsey, Jacob Dorsey, Curtis Flores, Luis Flores, 
Jr., Cole Foster, Kyle Foster, Dominic Geraci, Daniel Holian, Mike 
Huber, Aaron Jacobson, Jacob Kramb, John Kramb, Kelly Leugers, 
Dominic Lloyd, Seth McGann, John Murdock, Jr., John Oscar, Sarah 
Ries, Dan Roseman, Andrew Shannon, Ian Tester, and Gus Voto

THE RECENTLY DECEASED:
† David Castrucci

PARISH NEWS

LET US PRAY

PURCHASE YOUR 
CENTENNIAL BOOK ONLINE
You can now order your copy of St. Gertrude Church: The First 100 
Years online! Visit bit.ly/stg100book to purchase your book for just 
$35! You can also get your copy at The Catholic Shop (7015 Miami 
Avenue) in downtown Madeira or in the parish office. Cash, credit 
card, and check accepted. 

PILGRIMAGE—
PRAYER INTENTIONS & 3 SPOTS LEFT
In just a few weeks, Father Luke and a group of St. Gertrude 
Church parishioners will be going on the Dominican Rosary 
Pilgrimage to the Basilica of the National Shrine of the 
Immaculate Conception in Washington, D.C. Along the way, 
they will stop at the national shrine of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, 
the St. John Paul II National Shrine, and St. Dominic Church 
in Washington, D.C., and offer Mass at each of these locations 
for your intentions. If there is something that you would like 
these pilgrims to pray for, please write your 
prayer requests in the special Dominican 
Rosary Pilgrimage prayer intentions book 
by the Mary altar. 
If you would like to join the group on this 
exciting pilgrimage September 28–October 
1, please visit bit.ly/rosarypilgrimage to sign 
up. But hurry, there are only a few spots left!

RESPECT LIFE COMMITTEE MEETING
The next Respect Life committee meeting will be next Saturday, 
September 16, at 9 a.m. in the St. Joseph Room at the Parish Center. 
Anyone interested in this ministry is invited to attend.

STAY INFORMED ON PRO-LIFE ISSUES
Want to get more involved in pro-life ministry or simply want to be 
more in the know? Email stgertrudeprolife@gmail.com to be added to 
the St. Gertrude Respect Life Ministry email list.

SOUP KITCHEN SIGN-UPS 
St. Gertrude parishioners will be serving lunch at the Queen City 
Kitchen soup kitchen in Walnut Hills on Sunday, September 24, 
and Sunday, October 22. It takes approximately 30 people to 
cook and serve the main meal and side items—a great opportunity 
for families, groups, or ministries to serve the poor and needy in 
Cincinnati. Sign up outside (or in the Parish Center lobby if it’s 
raining) before or after the 8 a.m., 10 a.m., or 12 p.m. Masses this 
Sunday, September 10. For more information, please contact Andy 
Cordier at SoupKitchen@StGertrude.org.

IN THE MIDST OF THEM – SVDP
In today’s Gospel we hear Jesus say: “. . . where two or three are 
gathered in my name, there am I in the midst of them.” 
In the month of August, the Society of St. Vincent de Paul was been 
able to help those in need experience Jesus’ presence by  providing 
$2,700 for rent, $811 for utilities, $1,060 for car payments, $400 
for telephone bills, $200 in groceries, and $150 in gift cards, and 
twinning $100 to another conference to help their neighbors in need. 
None of this would be possible without your gifts and contributions. 
May God bless you for your generosity.



6Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time | September 10, 2023

COMMUNITY NEWS

BETHANY HOUSE COLLECTION 
THIS WEEKEND
This weekend, the Ladies of Charity will be at the white van in the parking 
before and after all Masses (except 6 p.m.) collecting items for Bethany 
House, an agency which empowers homeless and at-risk families with 
solutions to achieve housing stability and long-term self-sufficiency. 
Their immediate needs include household items to fill the “Exit Basket” 
provided to each family as they start a new life in more stable housing. 
Kitchen needs include pots/pans, dishes, glassware, silverware, cooking 
utensils, baking pans, garbage bags and cans. Bathroom needs include 
shower curtains/liners, towels/washcloths, toilet brush/plunger. Bed 
linens for twin- or full-size beds, blankets, comforters, and pillows are 
requested. Household goods, such as brooms/dustpans, mops/buckets, 
cleaning supplies, laundry baskets, and laundry detergent are also 
needed to help previously homeless families set up new households. 
Thank you for your generous support. If you have any questions, please 
call Jean Wilkinson at (513) 498-5085.

CHRISTENDOM COLLEGE 
INFORMATION NIGHT
Discover how Christendom College helps students learn the Truth, 
live the faith, and thrive as Catholics. This is an ideal event for those 
with high school-aged children and/or those interested in learning 
more about Christendom. Join us at from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. on 
Sunday, September 10, at Geoff and Colleen Pearson’s house (6373 
Ludlum Road, Morrow, OH 45152) to hear more about the college 
that led Pope St. John Paul II to say: “Christendom College is doing 
a great work for the Church.” Refreshments will be provided. Please 
RSVP to Geoff.Pearson@outlook.com or (513) 604-2308.

ST. JOHN PASSION PLAY AUDITIONS
A Catholic priest began the St. John Passion Play as a prayer of 
protection for his parish’s men serving in WWI. The St. John 
Passion Play has been performed annually ever since. Be a part of this 
inspirational Cincinnati tradition! Auditions are September 17 and 
24 from 2 to 6 p.m. at 231 Mill Street, Lockland, Ohio 45215. For 
more information, call or text (513) 410-8761 or email director@
stjohnpassionplay.org.

BEING PREPARED IS EVERYTHING
Come to a preplanning seminar at Gate of Heaven Cemetery on 
Tuesday, September 26, at 11 a.m., 2 p.m., or 6 p.m. The seminar is 
no more than 90 minutes and can be helpful in communicating your 
wishes to loved ones, reducing stress for your family and friends, saving 
money, and more. Please RSVP to community@gateofheaven.org or 
(513) 489-0300, and let us know how many family and friends will be 
coming with you, which parish you are from, and which seminar you 
plan to attend. The seminar will be in the St. Peter’s Chapel (11000 
Montgomery Road, Cincinnati, OH 45249).

28TH ANNUAL DAY OF 
PRAYER AND REFLECTION 
The 28th Annual Day of Prayer and Reflection for women and men 
is on Saturday, September 23, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at St. Clare 
Campus (60 Compton Road, Cincinnati 45215). This powerful day, 
led by Jeanne Hunt and Father Norman Langenbrunner and hosted 
by Roger Grein of Magnified Giving, includes lunch and Mass at 3 
p.m. The cost is $40 per person. Please RSVP to Roger Grein at (513) 
821-9044 or (513) 247-3162 by September 18.
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THREATENS PARENTAL RIGHTS
By using “individual” instead of adult or woman, 
anyone under the age of 18 could have an abortion 
or make any other reproductive decision without 
their parents’ consent or notification.

THIS CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT...

PUTS WOMEN AT RISK
Current Ohio laws* require abortion providers 
to explain procedure risks and ensure access 
to hospital transfer if needed. These health and 
safety standards could be seen as a “burden” and 
be eliminated, making it even less safe for women 
seeking an abortion.

ALLOWS ABORTIONS THROUGH  
9 MONTHS OF PREGNANCY
In U.S. law,** “health” includes age or physical,  
emotional, or psychological well-being. This means 
a woman’s age or emotional health could be cited 
to justify aborting a full-term baby. An abortion-
providing physician would decide when a baby 
could survive outside the womb, leaving no clear 
protections for preborn children. 

IS MISLEADING
Referring to “miscarriage care” promotes a myth 
that a “right to abortion” is necessary to preserve 
care for miscarriages and ectopic pregnancies. This 
is false. Catholic hospitals have always provided 
comprehensive miscarriage care and will continue 
to do so regardless of the outcome of this vote.

www.ohiocathconf.org

WHERE DOES IT SAY THAT?

ARTICLE I, SECTION 22
The Right to Reproductive Freedom  

with Protections for Health and Safety

1. Every individual has a right to make and 
carry out one’s own reproductive decisions, 
including but not limited to decisions on 
contraception, fertility treatment, continuing 
one’s own pregnancy,  miscarriage care,  
and abortion.

2. The State shall not, directly or indirectly, 
burden, penalize, prohibit, interfere with, or 
discriminate against either an individual’s 
voluntary exercise of this right or a person 
or entity that assists an individual exercising 
this right, unless the State demonstrates 
that it is using the least restrictive means 
to advance the individual’s health in 
accordance with widely accepted and 
evidence-based standards of care. 

3. However, abortion may be prohibited after 
fetal viability. But in no case may such an 
abortion be prohibited if in the professional 
judgment of the pregnant patient’s treating 
physician it is necessary to protect the 
pregnant patient’s life or health.

4. As used in this Section, “Fetal viability” 
means “the point in a pregnancy when, in 
the  professional judgment of the pregnant 
patient’s treating physician, the fetus has 
a significant likelihood of survival outside 
the uterus with reasonable measures. This 
is determined on a case-by-case basis”; and 
“State” includes any governmental entity 
and political subdivision. 

5. This Section is self-executing.

*  Ohio Revised Code, Sections          
2317.56 & 3702.303

** Based on Doe v. Bolton

HOLY TEACHING

THREATENS PARENTAL RIGHTS
By using “individual” instead of adult or woman, 
anyone under the age of 18 could have an abortion 
or make any other reproductive decision without 
their parents’ consent or notification.

THIS CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT...

PUTS WOMEN AT RISK
Current Ohio laws* require abortion providers 
to explain procedure risks and ensure access 
to hospital transfer if needed. These health and 
safety standards could be seen as a “burden” and 
be eliminated, making it even less safe for women 
seeking an abortion.

ALLOWS ABORTIONS THROUGH  
9 MONTHS OF PREGNANCY
In U.S. law,** “health” includes age or physical,  
emotional, or psychological well-being. This means 
a woman’s age or emotional health could be cited 
to justify aborting a full-term baby. An abortion-
providing physician would decide when a baby 
could survive outside the womb, leaving no clear 
protections for preborn children. 

IS MISLEADING
Referring to “miscarriage care” promotes a myth 
that a “right to abortion” is necessary to preserve 
care for miscarriages and ectopic pregnancies. This 
is false. Catholic hospitals have always provided 
comprehensive miscarriage care and will continue 
to do so regardless of the outcome of this vote.

www.ohiocathconf.org

WHERE DOES IT SAY THAT?

ARTICLE I, SECTION 22
The Right to Reproductive Freedom  

with Protections for Health and Safety

1. Every individual has a right to make and 
carry out one’s own reproductive decisions, 
including but not limited to decisions on 
contraception, fertility treatment, continuing 
one’s own pregnancy,  miscarriage care,  
and abortion.

2. The State shall not, directly or indirectly, 
burden, penalize, prohibit, interfere with, or 
discriminate against either an individual’s 
voluntary exercise of this right or a person 
or entity that assists an individual exercising 
this right, unless the State demonstrates 
that it is using the least restrictive means 
to advance the individual’s health in 
accordance with widely accepted and 
evidence-based standards of care. 

3. However, abortion may be prohibited after 
fetal viability. But in no case may such an 
abortion be prohibited if in the professional 
judgment of the pregnant patient’s treating 
physician it is necessary to protect the 
pregnant patient’s life or health.

4. As used in this Section, “Fetal viability” 
means “the point in a pregnancy when, in 
the  professional judgment of the pregnant 
patient’s treating physician, the fetus has 
a significant likelihood of survival outside 
the uterus with reasonable measures. This 
is determined on a case-by-case basis”; and 
“State” includes any governmental entity 
and political subdivision. 

5. This Section is self-executing.

*  Ohio Revised Code, Sections          
2317.56 & 3702.303

** Based on Doe v. Bolton
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Monday,
September 11

Tuesday,
September 12

Wednesday,
September 13

Thursday,
September 14

Friday,
September 15

Saturday,
September 16

Sunday,
September 17

Walking with 
Purpose Bible 
Study 
8:30 a.m.
St. Dominic Lobby

Cana Family – 
Year 2
9 a.m.
St. Dominic Lobby

Resurrection Choir 
Practice
8:45 a.m.
St. Dominic Lobby

CGS Level 1
11 a.m.
Atrium I & II

Walking with 
Purpose Bible 
Study
8:30 a.m.
St. Dominic Lobby

Respect Life 
Meeting
9 a.m.
St. Joseph Room

Catechetical 
Sunday Blessings
at all Masses

CGS Level 1 & 2 
3:30 p.m.
Atrium I & II

Moms & Littles 
Holy Hour
9:30 a.m.
Church

Church Closed 
for Sound System 
Review
9-11 a.m.
Church

CGS Parent Group 
Meeting
11 a.m.
St. Joseph Room

Catechetical 
Sunday Blessings
at all Masses

CGS Classes
8:30 a.m., 10 a.m. & 
11:30 a.m.
Atrium I & II

Schola Cantorum
3:30 p.m.
PC Choir Room

True Devotion to 
Mary
12:30 p.m.
St. Dominic Lobby

Schola Cantorum 
3:30 p.m.
PC Choir Room

Parish Choir
7 p.m.
PC Choir Room

Family Faith – 
Parent & Child 
Session
10 a.m. & 11:30 a.m.
School Cafeteria

Dominican Laity – 
Our Lady of Peace –  
Formation
6 p.m.
Holy Family 
Conference Room

CGS Level 1 & 2 
6 p.m.
Atrium I & II

CGS Level 2 & 3
3:45 p.m.
Atrium I & II

Baptisms
1:15 p.m.
Church

Become Catholic 
Come & See Event
6:30 p.m.
St. Dominic Lobby

Dominican Laity – 
Bishop Fenwick 
Chapter
6:30 p.m.
St. Dominic Lobby

Ministry Leader 
Summit
7 p.m.
Gym

The Rosary: 
Musical 
Meditations
3 p.m.
Church

Dominican Laity – 
Our Lady of Peace
7 p.m.
School Cafeteria

St. Vincent de Paul
7 p.m.
St. Joseph Room

Holy Hour with 
Confessions
7:30 p.m.
Church

L’alto: HS Youth 
Night
7 p.m.
Parish Center

Healing Rosary
7 p.m.
Rosary Garden

Boy Scouts
7 p.m.
School Cafeteria

THE WEEK AHEAD

Please submit your Mass announcements and 
bulletin articles to bulletin@stgertrude.org
6543 Miami Avenue, Cincinnati, OH 45243

(513) 561-5954 | FAX (513) 561-5184 | 
www.StGertrude.org 

BULLETIN

9/24/23

MATERIALS DUE

9/13/23

BULLETIN DEADLINE
OFFERING

St. Gertrude Parish Weekly Collection  
and Budget Report

Collection for September 3
Collection $ 38,774
Weekly Budget $ 37,000
Weekly Surplus $ 1,774

Second Collection - Special Pro-Life Collection: $3,814
Fiscal Year-To-Date (for year ending June 30, 2024)

Fiscal YTD Actual $ 338,884
Fiscal YTD Budget $ 370,000
Fiscal YTD Deficit ($ 31,116)



St. Gertrude Roman Catholic Church9

Parish Staff
Father John Paul Walker, O.P., pastor
Father Joachim Kenney, O.P., parochial vicar
Father Luke VanBerkum, O.P., parochial vicar

Dominican Friars in Residence
Father John Langlois, O.P., prior
Father Joseph Alobaidi, O.P.
Father John Corbett, O.P.
Father Darren Pierre, O.P., novice master

St. Gertrude School – (513) 561-8020
Principal – Sister Mary Agnes Greiffendorf, O.P. ext 1101
Vice Principal – Mr. Travis Johnson ext 1101
PTO President – Ashlee Wooten (513) 823-0382
School Advisory Council

Office of Administration – (513) 561-5954
Receptionists – Susan Kane & Teri Forlini ext 2101
Business Manager – Don Regan ext 2102
Business Office Admin Assistant – Emma Golias ext 2103
Bereavement ext 2101
Bulletin Editor bulletin@stgertrude.org
Director of Music –  
 Christopher Holman  cholman@stgertrude.org 
Safe Environment Coordinator – Emma Golias ext 2103

Office of Evangelization & Faith Formation – 
(513) 561-5954
Director of Evangelization & Faith Formation – 
 Walter Plummer ext 2122
Coordinator of Catechesis of the Good Shepherd –
 Mary Beth Thiemann ext 2110
Coordinator of High School Ministry – 
 Laura Potter ext 2124
Coordinator of Adult Evangelization – 
 Tyler Castrucci ext 2123
Director of Communications – Michelle Dushensky ext 2121
Office Coordinator – Kristen Eggers ext 2109
Become Catholic (RCIA)  

Corporal Works of Mercy
Helping Hands 
(Funeral Reception Ministry)–  (513) 940-2643 
 Nancy Lucas stgerthh@gmail.com
Knights of Columbus – Pete Marcello (703) 447-3978
 grandknight@elderkofc.org
Ladies of Charity – Jean Wilkinson (513) 498-5085
Parish Health Ministry – Jeanne Palcic (513) 317-4123
Pregnancy Center East 
 (for all pregnancy needs) (513) 321-3100
Soup Kitchen – Andy Cordier soupkitchen@stgertrude.org
St. Vincent De Paul Society –
  Jennifer Mansfield (513) 561-5954, ext 2112

PARISH DIRECTORY

Vocations Directors
Archdiocese of Cincinnati – 
 Father Dan Schmitmeyer (513) 421-3131
Dominican Friars –
 Father Mario Calabrese, O.P. DominicanFriars.org
Nashville Dominican Sisters –
 Sister Mara Grace, O.P. (615) 256-5486

Spiritual Works of Mercy
Circle of Prayer – Barbara Rose prayercirclesg@gmail.com
Communion to Sick – Judy Hartmann (513) 984-8003
Eucharistic Adoration adoration@stgertrude.org
Natural Family Planning – Jenna Bernardo (513) 658-0444
 nfp@stgertrude.org
Pastoral Council – Ryan Schilling rryanschilling@gmail.com
Prayer Ministry for the Dying – Pat Collins (513) 265-1897
Respect Life – Lisa Campbell (865) 455-4795
Rosary Making – Larry Ball (513) 831-8572
Unbound Ministry – Nealy Mechley (513) 505-1740

Liturgical Ministries
Parish Choir – Christopher Holman  cholman@stgertrude.org 
Contemporary Music Ensemble – Paul Kindt (513) 697-9208
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion (513) 561-5954
Resurrection Choir – Marty Cunningham (513) 891-4226
The St. Anne and the Child Mary Guild –
 Ann McCormick (513) 382-3513
St. Joseph the Worker Society (513) 561-5954
Ushers – Douglas Postler (513) 791-6298
Viri Selecti – Ben Hoffmann pxaw@hotmail.com
Youth Choir – Christopher Holman  cholman@stgertrude.org 

Spiritual Groups
Angelic Warfare Confraternity – (513) 561-5954
Benedictine Oblates – Mark Milliron (513) 536-6275
CANA Family For Mothers –
 Anita Pappalardo (513) 248-8237
Catholic Men’s Fellowship – Stan Lloyd (513) 289-5268
Confraternity of the Most Holy Rosary –
 Brian Zappia (513) 791-7299
Dominican Laity (Bishop Fenwick) –
 Mrs. Joan Ratajczak, O.P. jsratajczak@gmail.com
Dominican Laity (Our Lady of Peace) –
 Mr. Fred Thomas, O.P. stgertrude.org/ourladyofpeace
Healing Rosary – Cindy Hertzel (513) 368-8941
Seasons of Hope – Cindy Hertzel (513) 368-8941
Special Needs Moms Support Group –
 Laura Nanista (513) 301-6317
True Devotion to Mary – Anne Collins (513) 984-4708
Walking with Purpose Bible Study (Women) –  
 Martha Thompson mbthom22@gmail.com

Parish Groups
Athletic Boosters – Rob Gruber (513) 256-2566
Boy Scouts – Rob Schuette (513) 333-0040
Cub Scouts – Matt Frye (574) 529-0427
Garden Club  (513) 561-5954
Lenten Fish Fry – Rob Mancini (513) 520-6360
Little Flower Library – Susan Santos (513) 504-0205
Parish Coffee – Mark Findley (513) 417-9227
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all 1-800-292-9020.

Planning your next party just became a breeze! Call us to 
help you customize a menu that will bring your vision to 
life while respecting your budget and honoring your dietary 
needs. We specialize in weddings, corporate functions and 
social events and are preferred catering partners with many 
local venues. Best of all, we are right in your neighborhood! 
Call today to check one more task off your list!

513-873-3900 • www.baileyfamilycatering.com

G
ertrude Inside Ads    #959135-JT-9/1/23

KLEKAMP PAVING
Asphalt Paving

Patching
Asphalt

Sealcoating
513-561-4600

www.klekamp.com

6403 Madison, Madisonville • 271-1570 
1793 Ohio Pike, Amelia • 797-4888

Now 2 Locations!

Our bulletin is printed at no cost to the parish.Our bulletin is printed at no cost to the parish.

Our advertisers cover all expenses.Our advertisers cover all expenses.

We thank them and encourage you to We thank them and encourage you to 
support their businesses.support their businesses.

ROYALMONT ACADEMY
200 Northcrest Drive, Mason, OH

Catholic Preschool • High School • Full and 1/2 day Preschool 
Open House – Nov. 15, 5-7:30 pm

513-754-0555 • www.Royalmont.org

MILFORD
Body Shop Direct Call

831-5460

CASTRUCCI
COLLISION

AHP Anderson Hills Plumbing
Residential – Commercial – FREE ESTIMATES

Over 69 Years Experience & Satisfaction
Ernie, Jack, Ralph & Barb Vilardo

6229 Beechmont Avenue  513-232-3821

ERIC D. BENDER
Attorney at Law

Moeller (1984)
University of Notre Dame (1988)

U.C. Law (1991)
Family Law • Wills & Probate

Lawsuits • Guardianship
Adoption

(513) 891-5630
9764 Kenwood Road in Blue Ash

Visa/Mastercard Accepted

7319 Columbia Road
Garden Center 
& Landscaping

398-1008
www.sharonnursery.com

19 years in Business • Call 513-321-4444

• Cincinnati’s first Joint Commissioned Private 
Duty Company

• 3 full-time nurses on staff for caregiver 
supervision and emergency consultation

• Specialized and Trained for Parkinson’s and 
Dementia Care

• 24/7 and Live-In specialists, but also offer 4 
hour minimum care

Area’s Oldest Death Care Leader Area’s Oldest Death Care Leader 
StrawserFuneralHome.comStrawserFuneralHome.com

513-791-7203513-791-7203

Meet Eli and Bennett, our two Meet Eli and Bennett, our two 
fur-children! We understand how fur-children! We understand how 

much pets mean to people, and we much pets mean to people, and we 
are proud to offer pet death care to are proud to offer pet death care to 
the area with the same dignity that the area with the same dignity that 

we show for all we serve!we show for all we serve!

Skyline Chili, Loveland Ohio 10640 Loveland 
Madeira Rd. Bring this bulletin to receive a 

FREE Cheese Coney 
With the Purchase of a (3,4,5) Way

Feeling good, it’s Skyline Time!

For all your real estate needs please contact 
me, a faithful and hard-working St. Gertrude 

parishioner and professional realtor.

CAROLYN TRAUTH 
Realtor 

513-706-4239
www.sibcycline.com/ctrauth

Jason and RhondaJason and Rhonda

Servicing Maderia 
and Indian Hill since 1979

Jim Volz
CPA & Trusted

Advisor
794-1551.com

9900 Carver Rd., Blue Ash

General Contractors and Land Development Company

James W. Logeman, D.D.S., M.S.

ORTHODONTICS

Mason | 398.0133
318 Reading Rd

Kenwood | 791.0260
5240 E Galbraith Rd

ORTHODUDE.COM

James W. Logeman, D.D.S., M.S.

ORTHODONTICS

Mason | 398.0133
318 Reading Rd

Kenwood | 791.0260
5240 E Galbraith Rd

ORTHODUDE.COM

Castellum Financial 
Advice 

Robert L. Franer III, AAMS® 
513-434-3583 (C)

rroobbeerrtt@@ccaasstteelllluummffiinnaanncciiaallaaddvviiccee..ccoomm
ccaasstteelllluummffiinnaanncciiaallaaddvviiccee..ccoomm

Parishioner & Founding Member 
of The Catholic Financial Planners Network

Securities offered through LPL Financial, a Registered 
Investment Advisor, member FINRA/SIPC
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of The Catholic Financial Planners Network
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Parishioner & Founding Member 
of The Catholic Financial Planners Network

Securities offered through LPL Financial, a Registered 
Investment Advisor, member FINRA/SIPC

Castellum Financial 
Advice 

Robert L. Franer III, AAMS® 
513-434-3583 (C)
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Parishioner & Founding Member 
of The Catholic Financial Planners Network

Securities offered through LPL Financial, a Registered 
Investment Advisor, member FINRA/SIPC Amy Resch – 513-436-4690

Enjoy 
outdoor living

all summer long!

Megie Funeral Home & Crematory
Caring for families through life’s most difficult time with care and compassion

 529 Main Street Milford, OH 45150 104 Spice Street Mt. Orab, OH 45154

 (513) 831-3134 (937) 444-2677
www.megiefuneralhome.com

We offer onsite crematory, traditional funeral services, and funeral pre-planning

(513) 621-1123 • litwins.com



ST. ANTHONY OF 
PADUA CHURCH
501 East Orange Street 
Lancaster, Pennsylvania 17602 
 717-394-0669 
www.stanthonylancaster.com
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beatrice
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT

TIM BEATRICE
513-254-5620
timbeatrice5@yahoo.com

Knights of Columbus
Archbishop Elder Council

Email grandknight@elderkofc.org
Join today. kofc.org/joinus

Jeff Woodward, Parishioner   513-247-9241
Celebrating 30 years in business

www.wciconstruction.com

Woodward Construction, Inc.

Kitchen & Bath
Remodeling

Kinsella
561-5285

7880 Camargo Rd.
kinsellakitchens.com

Dr. Frederick A. Heiselman
General • Implant
Dentistry

Parishioner
513-561-8600
7140 Miami Ave.,Ste. 201

fheiselmandds.com

GILSON’S
ENGRAVING

ELEGANT GIFTS

Engraved gifts for all occasionsEngraved gifts for all occasions

7116 Miami Ave.

891-0730
www.gilsonsonline.com
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Chuck Borchers
REALTOR, Parishioner

513-335-4039
charles.borchers@gmail.com
chuckborchershomes.com

Accepting New Patients

Dr. Eleanor Endres Parishioner
513-791-8880 

www.endresdentistry.com
“Oral Health is the Gateway 

to Healthy Living”

LANDSCAPE SPECIALISTS, INC.
Hardscape Landscape
• Walkways & Patios • Installations
• Driveways • Renovations
• Retaining Walls • Maintenance
• Drainage Systems • Snow Clearing

Quality Service for Over 35 years

396-6400
Ed Witte, Parishioner

WITTEWITTE

Kitchens • Bathrooms
Room Additions

Screen & Covered Porches
Lower Levels & Basements

513.492.8429
7264 Columbia Rd., Ste. 600, Maineville

www.PenderyConstruction.com

HYDE PARK
PAINTING

and
CARPENTRY
321-4100

Remodeling 
Roofing/Gutters • Concrete 

Plumbing/Electric
Drywall • Int./Ext. Painting

Your Complete Home 
Repair Company

Keith D. Jackson DDS
Laura K. Jackson DDS

7113 Miami Avenue 
Madeira, OH 45243
Tel: (513) 561-5318

TOTAL LIFE SAFETY, LLC
Commercial Fire Protection Services

Fire Extinguisher/ Exit Lights/Fire Alarm
Sprinkler/Backflow/Special Hazard

866-955-2318

Walter St. Clair RoofingWalter St. Clair Roofing
Serving Cincinnati Since 1923

Roofing & Sheet Metal Work
Slate & Tile Repair

Box Gutters & Seamless Gutters
Jerry St. Clair, pariShioner           641-3265

GEO. H. ROHDE & SON
Funeral HomeFuneral Home

Since 1910
3183 Linwood Ave., Mt. Lookout Sq.3183 Linwood Ave., Mt. Lookout Sq.

Serving Eastern Hills, Mt. Lookout & Hyde ParkServing Eastern Hills, Mt. Lookout & Hyde Park
513-321-0404513-321-0404

www.rohdefuneral.comwww.rohdefuneral.com
Directors: Steve Rohde, Denise Mercier Directors: Steve Rohde, Denise Mercier 

& Darrell Schneider& Darrell Schneider

94c/81m/40y/32k

1c/75m/99y/0k

Family Owned
& Operated

Established 1877

8225 Montgomery Rd
Cincinnati, Ohio 45236

513-891-8373
Peter J. Gilligan, Sr.

INDEPENDENT LIVING
ASSISTED LIVING • MEMORY CARE

7650 CAMARGO ROAD • MADEIRA, OH 45243
513-422-5499 • WWW.TRADITIONSATCAMARGO.COM
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Monika
DeRoussel

Let’s make it happen!

Your gateway to Luxury

(531) 289-1039

monika@deroussel.com

deroussel.com

Blue Ash/Hyde Park/Mason/West Chester 

(513) 275-7000 

Kristina Markiewicz
Suite 130, 12500 Reed Hartman Highway 
Cincinnati, OH 45241 
B 513-387-0489 I C SOS-463-8966
kristina.markiewicz@mwarep.org


