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beatrice
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT

TIM BEATRICE
513-254-5620
timbeatrice5@yahoo.com

Knights of Columbus
Archbishop Elder Council

Email grandknight@elderkofc.org
Join today. kofc.org/joinus

Jeff Woodward, Parishioner   513-247-9241
Celebrating 30 years in business

www.wciconstruction.com

Woodward Construction, Inc.

Kitchen & Bath
Remodeling

Kinsella
561-5285

7880 Camargo Rd.
kinsellakitchens.com

Dr. Frederick A. Heiselman
General • Implant
Dentistry

Parishioner
513-561-8600
7140 Miami Ave.,Ste. 201

fheiselmandds.com

GILSON’S
ENGRAVING

ELEGANT GIFTS

Engraved gifts for all occasionsEngraved gifts for all occasions

7116 Miami Ave.

891-0730
www.gilsonsonline.com
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Chuck Borchers
REALTOR, Parishioner

513-335-4039
charles.borchers@gmail.com
chuckborchershomes.com

Accepting New Patients

Dr. Eleanor Endres Parishioner
513-791-8880 

www.endresdentistry.com
“Oral Health is the Gateway 

to Healthy Living”

LANDSCAPE SPECIALISTS, INC.
Hardscape Landscape
• Walkways & Patios • Installations
• Driveways • Renovations
• Retaining Walls • Maintenance
• Drainage Systems • Snow Clearing

Quality Service for Over 35 years

396-6400
Ed Witte, Parishioner

WITTEWITTE

Kitchens • Bathrooms
Room Additions

Screen & Covered Porches
Lower Levels & Basements

513.492.8429
7264 Columbia Rd., Ste. 600, Maineville

www.PenderyConstruction.com

HYDE PARK
PAINTING

and
CARPENTRY
321-4100

Remodeling 
Roofing/Gutters • Concrete 

Plumbing/Electric
Drywall • Int./Ext. Painting

Your Complete Home 
Repair Company

Keith D. Jackson DDS
Laura K. Jackson DDS

7113 Miami Avenue 
Madeira, OH 45243
Tel: (513) 561-5318

TOTAL LIFE SAFETY, LLC
Commercial Fire Protection Services

Fire Extinguisher/ Exit Lights/Fire Alarm
Sprinkler/Backflow/Special Hazard

866-955-2318

Walter St. Clair RoofingWalter St. Clair Roofing
Serving Cincinnati Since 1923

Roofing & Sheet Metal Work
Slate & Tile Repair

Box Gutters & Seamless Gutters
Jerry St. Clair, pariShioner           641-3265

GEO. H. ROHDE & SON
Funeral HomeFuneral Home

Since 1910
3183 Linwood Ave., Mt. Lookout Sq.3183 Linwood Ave., Mt. Lookout Sq.

Serving Eastern Hills, Mt. Lookout & Hyde ParkServing Eastern Hills, Mt. Lookout & Hyde Park

513-321-0404513-321-0404
www.rohdefuneral.comwww.rohdefuneral.com

Directors: Steve Rohde, Denise Mercier Directors: Steve Rohde, Denise Mercier 
& Darrell Schneider& Darrell Schneider

94c/81m/40y/32k

1c/75m/99y/0k

Family Owned
& Operated

Established 1877

8225 Montgomery Rd
Cincinnati, Ohio 45236

513-891-8373
Peter J. Gilligan, Sr.

INDEPENDENT LIVING
ASSISTED LIVING • MEMORY CARE

7650 CAMARGO ROAD • MADEIRA, OH 45243
513-422-5499 • WWW.TRADITIONSATCAMARGO.COM
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Monika
DeRoussel

Let’s make it happen!

Your gateway to Luxury

(531) 289-1039

monika@deroussel.com

deroussel.com

Blue Ash/Hyde Park/Mason/West Chester 

(513) 275-7000 

Kristina Markiewicz
Suite 130, 12500 Reed Hartman Highway 
Cincinnati, OH 45241 
B 513-387-0489 I C SOS-463-8966
kristina.markiewicz@mwarep.org

(513)
407-8998

Thus, the  
last will be first,  
and the first  
will be last.

Matthew 20:16
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Parish Information
6543 Miami Ave., Cincinnati, OH 45243

(513) 561-5954 | stgertrude.org
parishoffice@stgertrude.org

Parish Office Hours
Monday-Friday: 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.

School Office Hours
Monday-Friday: 7:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.

Church Hours
Every day: 7 a.m.-9 p.m.

MASSES AND CONFESSION

Monday, September 25, Weekday
 7 a.m. Josephine & Antonetta Di Giustini 
   by Tom Tartaron & Juliana Di Giustini
 8 a.m. Mark & Nancy Findley by Joanie & Mitch Krause
 11:30 a.m. † Deceased Members of the Dominican Order

Tuesday, September 26, Weekday
 7 a.m. † Veronica Chenier by Her Daughters
 8 a.m. † Alice Mary Tyryfter by John & Jenny Ward
 11:30 a.m. Don Michael Mueller by Dolores Brandstetter

Wednesday, September 27, St. Vincent de Paul (M)
 7 a.m. † Virginia Brabham McCully by The Green Family
 8 a.m. Mr. & Mrs. Annie & Cam Crasto 
   by Ed & Mary Ann de St. Aubin
 11:30 a.m. † Deceased Members of the Ladies of Charity 
   by Ladies of Charity

Thursday, September 28, Weekday
 7 a.m. † Tom & Audrey Ruthman by Patty Connelly
 8 a.m. † Gary Leasure by Jim & Diane Tomaszewski
 11:30 a.m. Herta Larison by Pat & Don Schoo

Friday, September 29, Sts. Michael, Gabriel & Raphael (F)
 7 a.m. † James Rybak by Mary Rybak
 8 a.m. † Michael Sposato by Mike & Cindy Oliver
 11:30 a.m. † John Spilker by Lisa & James Bertke

Saturday, September 30, St. Jerome (M)
 8 a.m. † Liselotte & Bill Gardner by Heidi & Ron Sparer
 11:30 a.m. † Megan Clark Johnson by Moira & Jim Bonn
 4:30 p.m. Father George Schommer, O.P., by Nancy DeBrunner

Sunday, October 1, 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time
 8 a.m. People of St. Gertrude
 10 a.m. Mr. & Mrs. Joshua McKenna by SGS Class of 2026
 12 p.m. † Regina Micca by The Isaacs Family
 6 p.m. † Salvatore Forlini by Sal & Teri Forlini

Confessions will be heard in the church Monday-Friday at 4 p.m., 
Wednesday at 7:30 p.m., and Saturday at 3:30 p.m.
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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

COVER IMAGE: In the Vineyard, Jean-François Millet, 
Public domain, via Wikimedia Commons

PILGRIMS AND PILGRIMAGES
Early this coming Thursday morning, Father 

Luke and around 50 of our parishioners will get on 
a bus to begin the journey to Washington, D.C., 
for the national Dominican Rosary Pilgrimage. 
They go, representing our entire parish, to join 
with other pilgrims from all over the country in 
imploring our Blessed Mother’s intercession upon 

our nation, our parishes, and upon all of us.
Thinking about their upcoming trip, I found myself reflecting on the 

nature of pilgrimages. Why are they so much a part of our Christian (and 
especially Catholic) history? Why are they important? As I contemplated 
these questions, a few thoughts popped into my mind that I would like to 
share with everyone.

Pilgrimages break us out of our regular routine. It can be easy in our 
spiritual life to fall into a rut; a pilgrimage (much like a retreat) breaks us 
out of the usual pattern of daily life, which in turn can make it a lot easier 
to focus more intensely on spiritual things. 

Pilgrimages have a destination and almost always that destination is a 
shrine, a cathedral, or some other sacred place. Often, these are locations 
associated with certain saints or places where miracles have occurred in 
the past. While we can (and ought to) pray to God wherever we happen 
to be, there is something special about prayers that are lifted up to God at 
these holy sites.

Pilgrimages are often very hard. They involve sacrifice. The difficulties 
of travel, meals on the road, sleeping in an unfamiliar bed, sometimes 
significant walking . . . all of these things take a toll on the pilgrim. Thus, 
every pilgrimage has an innately penitential aspect to it because of the 
sacrifices the pilgrimage demands.

When made in a group, pilgrimages are an opportunity to go through 
this difficult but spiritually rewarding journey with others. The sharing of 
graces and sufferings that happen on a group pilgrimage tend to knit the 
pilgrims together and form bonds that often last the rest of their lives.

Finally, every pilgrimage encapsulates in miniature the “great 
pilgrimage” that all of us are on: the pilgrimage through life to our final 
destination—heaven. Our destination is indeed a sacred place—the most 
blessed location of all! Our pilgrimage through life has both its graces and 
its sufferings and sacrifices. And in our pilgrimage of life, we do not walk 
the journey alone but with our fellow believers (and with the great “cloud 
of witnesses,” the saints, who have successfully walked that journey before 
us).

In order to be in solidarity with our pilgrims in Washington, 
D.C., this coming Saturday (September 30), I invite all our 
parishioners who are not going on the pilgrimage to come join 
me in St. Gertrude Church at 3 p.m., where we will have a special 
rosary with preaching and reflections on the mysteries. This is the 
exact time in Washington, D.C., when our parishioners and all 
the other pilgrims will be gathering at the National Shrine of the 
Basilica of the Immaculate Conception to pray the rosary there. 

In this way, we will be both spiritually and temporally 
uniting our prayers with those of the pilgrims in 
Washington, D.C.

May Our Blessed Mother receive the gift of the prayers we 
will raise up to her and shower upon us her motherly love and 
intercession.
God bless,

Father John Paul Walker, O.P.

Praise of the Blessed Sacrament with 
the Angels
O most Holy Sacrament, I fall down before 
you with angels and archangels, with thrones 
and dominions, with cherubim and seraphim, 
and with all the glorious array of the heavenly 

host, I sing to your glory, saying: blessed a thousand, no, ten 
thousand fold, be the most Holy Sacrament of the altar!

PRAYER FROM 
ST. GERTRUDE THE GREAT
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SCHOOL NEWS

3X3 ADULT BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT
Every school year, the St. Gertrude School PTO has one major fundraiser 
to raise money to fund all its student activities for the year. The 2023-2024 
fundraiser has been revamped to be a FUN-raiser—a carnival-themed 
challenge/activity course on Friday, September 29, that each class will work 
their way through. As part of the FUN, the PTO is hosting its first annual 
3x3 Adult Basketball Tournament on Thursday, September 28 (the evening 
before the big carnival). There will be pizza, and each 
player will receive a T-shirt. All adults are welcome—
teams do not need to be made up of only SGS 
parents or St. Gertrude Church parishioners. 
Total cost per team is $60. Visit buytickets.at/sgspto or 
scan the QR code to sign up.

FUN-raiser WEEK 1 WINNERS
Congratulations to Mrs. Capozzoli’s fourth grade class for raising the most 
money during Week 1 of our FUN-raiser. Here’s a sweet picture of the 
students receiving the exciting news during Friday morning’s Bulldog 
Broadcast. Their prize is a Chick-fil-A party, and Mrs. Capozzoli gets four 
Diamond Level tickets and a parking pass to a Reds game. Way to go, fourth 
graders!

WE’RE HIRING
St. Gertrude School is looking for supervisors for its After Care Program. 
The supervisors assist the coordinator during the regular hours of After 
Care, which runs on school days from 3 to 6 p.m. Candidate must have 
a valid Ohio License or Pupil Activity Permit. Other requirements include 
the Archdiocese of Cincinnati Safe Environment process prior to starting 
the position. This is an hourly position. Please visit stgertrudesch.org/
employment to apply!

WAITING FOR THEIR 
CHICKS TO HATCH
The second graders have been tracking the growth of their 
chicks in their eggs, a process called candling. The students 
have enjoyed watching the eggs change as the chicks prepare 
to hatch. They can see the chick’s eye, veins, and movement 
within the egg!
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EVANGELIZATION & FAITH FORMATION

GOSPEL REFLECTION—
YOU ARE THE SUM OF 
THE FATHER’S LOVE 
FOR YOU
WALTER PLUMMER, DIRECTOR OF 
EVANGELIZATION

“Are you envious because I am 
generous?”

A few years ago, a friend of mine 
shared a story about ministry life. When 

he and his ministry team were neck-deep in the final stages of a 
whole-parish project led by their own pastoral staff, one critical team 
member walked away. For good reasons—reasons that in the long 
term were the best possible outcome and not at all due to scandal, 
avoiding responsibilities, or anything other than the pursuit of a life 
lived with Jesus and his Church. And in the end, the project turned 
out even better than the team had hoped. But still, that person walked 
away and left the team scrambling.  

That story bothers me. 
I shared it with some friends, trying to work out what it is that 

bothers me so much about it, and one friend said, “Oh, my response 
would be, ‘Now I know who you 
really are. Now I know your true 
colors.’” That put a finger right on 
the pain point of that story for me: 
who you are to me is what you’ve 
done for me lately. 

Let me say that part again: who 
you are to me is what you’ve done for 
me lately. 

Ouch. When I write it down like 
that, that’s pretty harsh. It reduces a 
person to simply the worth of his or 
her actions relative to a temporary 
goal. And that’s a very worldly 
perspective. “You’re worth what you 
can do for me,” it says. 

Now, contrast that with the 
parable from the Gospel this week 
(the parable of the landowner who 
pays the same wage for unequal 
work). As the workers who labored 
through the heat of the day grumble 
about their pay, the landowner says, 
“Are you envious because I am 
generous?” 

I repeat: ouch. 
Why did those workers get 

their wages? Because the owner of 

the land promised it to them. He said to them (in my own words), 
“This is what I will do for you.” And they said yes. His promise 
wasn’t made after the work was done. It wasn’t dependent upon 
how long they had been in the field. It wasn’t dependent upon the 
labor of others or their time in the field. It was only dependent 
on the landowner’s promise and the laborers’ willingness to say 
yes and work in his vineyard. What does the story reveal about the 
landowner’s perspective of those laborers? Maybe something like 
this: you are not the sum of your weaknesses and failures. You are 
the sum of the Father’s love for you and your real potential to be 
with him as he is (cf. Pope St. John Paul II’s World Youth Day 
Address, 2002).

Generosity is not deserved; it’s given because of the love the giver 
has for the receivers. We are not reducible to what we’ve done or 
haven’t done, what people say or don’t say, what we have or don’t 
have. We are his, and he is ours. 

So here’s my invitation for you (and me) this week: Where do 
you feel like your relationships are simply contractual and not based 
on the dignity of each human person? How can you shift your role 
in that relationship to be a bit more like the landowner in today’s 
Gospel—in the end, to be a bit more like Jesus?
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WELCOME NEW PARISHIONERS

Natalie Almeter
Erich & Elizabeth Boomgarden
Paul Brunner
Peter & Joy DeNicola
Justin & Amanda Drahman
Logan & Kerry Dunnahoo
Josh & Staci Henderson
Ryan Henry
Tyler & Dana Huls

Christopher & Theresa Johnson
Isaac & Catherine Johnson
Lauren Mays
Austin & Hayley Michael
Kelsey Moran
David & Kelley Neumann
James & Kelsey Solimine
Nicholas & Abigail Valin
David Wessel

PLEASE PRAY FOR . . .
THE SICK:
Simon Berry, Vicki Calonge, Maureen S. Currens, Triset Defonseka, 
Pamela K. Dwyer, Lisa Ely, Lynn Fedele, Octavio Flores-Resendiz, Dick 
Gelhaus, Bob Gerwin, Goad Family, Baby Leo Henry Grolmes, Elsa Hall, 
Jane Hazelton, Hummel Family, Andrea Kattel, Aiko Kimura, Diane 
Kosobud, Ed and Karen Larkin, Kevin Lewis, Gertrude Maxwell, Kim 
McClung, Elaine O’Connell, Sue Paas, Gerry Patterson, Gert Patterson, 
Pegge Schuermann, Richard Seifert, Teddie Slaper, Judy Sullivan, Jim 
Tappel, Debbie Van Hise, Brigitte Vielhauer, Kerry Walden, Ann Walker 
and Viktor & Mary Wilhelmy
THOSE IN THE ARMED FORCES:
Patrick Burke, Gabe Dorsey, Jacob Dorsey, Curtis Flores, Luis Flores, Jr., 
Cole Foster, Kyle Foster, Dominic Geraci, Daniel Holian, Mike Huber, 
Aaron Jacobson, Jacob Kramb, John Kramb, Kelly Leugers, Dominic 
Lloyd, Seth McGann, John Murdock, Jr., John Oscar, Sarah Ries, Dan 
Roseman, Andrew Shannon, Ian Tester, and Gus Voto
THE RECENTLY DECEASED:
† All Our Beloved Dead

PARISH NEWS

LET US PRAY

VOTER REGISTRATION THIS WEEKEND
St. Gertrude Church will be conducting a non-partisan voter 
registration drive after all Masses this weekend, September 23 and 
24. There will be tables outside (or in the Parish Center in case of 
rain) where you can register. If you are not registered to vote or 
have recently moved, please take time to register so you can vote in 
the November 7 election. Early voting begins October 1!

NEW CHOIR FOR 
HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS
It’s not too late to sign up for the Collegium, St. Gertrude 
Parish’s new choir for high school students. The first rehearsal 
is Wednesday, September 27, from 6 to 7:30 p.m. in the Parish 
Center, followed by free pizza. We’ll then sing for the 12 p.m. 
Mass on Sunday, October 1, with rehearsal at 11:15 a.m. Email 
Dr. Holman at cholman@stgertrude.org if you are interested or if 
you have any questions. 

PILGRIMAGE—PRAYER INTENTIONS
This week, Father Luke and a group of St. Gertrude Church 
parishioners will be going on the Dominican Rosary Pilgrimage to 
the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception 
in Washington, D.C. Along the way, they will stop at two national 
shrines and St. Dominic Church in Washington, D.C., and offer 
Mass for your intentions. If there is something that you would like 
these pilgrims to pray for, please write your prayer requests in the 
special Dominican Rosary Pilgrimage prayer intentions book that 
is by the Mary altar. 

2023 WEDDING ANNIVERSARY MASS
Married couples from St. Gertrude Parish who this year are 
celebrating significant anniversaries (25, 30, 35—every five years 
up to 75 years) are invited to attend our 12 p.m. Mass on Sunday, 
October 15, 2023. The celebrant will bestow an anniversary 
blessing to honor these couples. Reserved seating will be available 
for the couples and their families. If you are celebrating a significant 
anniversary this year and planning to attend this special Mass, 
please contact the parish office at parishoffice@stgertrude.org or 
(513) 561-5954 no later than Monday, October 2, to reserve your 
spot and ensure you receive your certificate from the archdiocese.

TOWN HALL—NOVEMBER AMENDMENT
Join us Tuesday, September 26, from 7 to 8 p.m. in the gym as  
Dr. Angela Beale Martin (board certified OBGYN), Rachel R. Citak 
(attorney and president of Right to Life of Greater Cincinnati), 
and Bob Wurzelbacher (director of the Archdiocese of Cincinnati 
Respect Life Ministries) explain the dangers of the amendment on 
the November ballot. 
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COMMUNITY NEWS

BEING PREPARED IS EVERYTHING
Come to a preplanning seminar at Gate of Heaven Cemetery on 
Tuesday, September 26, at 11 a.m., 2 p.m., or 6 p.m. The seminar is 
no more than 90 minutes and can be helpful in communicating your 
wishes to loved ones, reducing stress for your family and friends, saving 
money, and more. Please RSVP to community@gateofheaven.org or 
(513) 489-0300, and let us know how many family and friends will be 
coming with you, what parish you are from, and which seminar you 
plan to attend. The seminar will be in the St. Peter Chapel (11000 
Montgomery Road, Cincinnati, OH 45249).

HEALING SERVICE
Our Lady of the Holy Spirit Center (5440 Moeller Avenue, Norwood) 
is having a Healing Service on Wednesday, September 27. The rosary 
will begin at 6:45 p.m., followed by Mass at 7:15 p.m. and the healing 
service. For more information, please call (513) 351-9800.

MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER WEEKEND
Fall is right around the corner. It’s a beautiful season full of color 
and crisp, fresh air. A Worldwide Marriage Encounter is like autumn 
because it’s full of fresh air, new beginnings, and a time to rejoice in 
the beauty of your marriage and family. It’s a great time to rekindle 
communication and enjoy time away. The next Marriage Encounter 
Weekend experiences are September 29–October 1 at Our Lady of 
the Holy Spirit Center in Cincinnati and November 3-5 at Maria 
Stein Renewal Center in Maria Stein, OH. The weekend experience 
is for those who wish to enrich their marriage and get that newlywed 
feeling again. Apply today at esharing.org/applyWeekend.php. If you 
have any questions or need more details, contact Andy and Melanie 
Reinersman at (859) 653-8464, application@esharing.org, or visit 
esharing.org.

50TH ANNUAL CELEBRATION FOR LIFE
Northern Kentucky Right to Life’s 50th Annual Celebration for Life 
is next Sunday, October 1, at 1 p.m. at Receptions (1379 Donaldson 
Hwy., Erlanger, KY 41018). Kristan Hawkins, president of Students 
for Life, will be the guest speaker. Exhibits and refreshments will be 
available, along with the viewing of a pro-life film; Kristan will speak 
at 2 p.m. Tickets are $10 and can be purchased from Stan Barczak at 
(859-431-6380) or at the door. Free childcare will be available.

KOC ARCHBISHOP ELDER COUNCIL 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS
This past fiscal year, Knights of Columbus Archbishop Elder Council 
#1195 raised and donated $12,000 to pregnancy care centers and 
maternity homes, received the Star Council Award, and much more. 
Read about some of the fantastic things that these men were able to 
accomplish in 2022-2023 at bit.ly/eldercouncilhonors. 

CATHOLIC MEN’S EUCHARISTIC 
PROCESSION
The ninth annual Catholic Men’s Eucharistic Procession will be held 
on Saturday, October 21. The event will begin with 8 a.m. Mass with 
Archbishop Dennis Schnurr at the Cathedral Basilica of St. Peter in 
Chains. Men will then process with the Eucharist through downtown 
Cincinnati, concluding at 11 a.m. with final Benediction at Old St. 
Mary’s Church. Join the seminarians from Mount St. Mary’s Seminary 
and other Catholic men of all generations, and invite your father, 
sons and friends—we expect the largest turnout yet this year! Please 
contact David Willig at (513) 305-6719 or davidlwillig@gmail.com 
if you have any questions.

DEEPEN AND GROW IN YOUR FAITH
Looking for a good venue to help in deepening or growing your faith? 
The Adult Spirituality Institute (ASI) offers short term non-credit 
courses at Mount St. Mary’s Seminary. Our mission is to foster ongoing 
spiritual development through Scripture and theology presented 
by outstanding regional scholars. Our next class begins October 30 
and runs for four weeks on Mondays, 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. For more 
information or to register, please visit spirituality-institute.com.
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HOLY TEACHING

ASK A PRIEST COLUMN—
CONFESSING OUR SINS 
TO A PRIEST
FATHER JOHN LANGLOIS, O.P.

Q: “Why do we need to confess our sins to a 
priest rather than simply confessing directly 
to God?”
A: Being able to confess our sins directly to 

God would be easier, wouldn’t it? It’s embarrassing to have to admit 
our wrongdoing to someone else. By confessing directly to God, 
we wouldn’t have to suffer that humiliation and shame of revealing 
our sins to another person. But at the same time, we would never 
know for sure if we were truly forgiven, would we? That is the huge 
benefit of confessing to a priest—he lets us know that whatever we’ve 
confessed is absolved!  But here’s a fuller answer to the question . . . 

First of all, Jesus himself instituted the sacrament of penance 
when he told his Apostles on more than one occasion, “whatever you 
bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on 
earth shall be loosed in heaven” (for example, see Matthew 18:18). 
This power to bind and loose refers to the power to forgive sins, and 
this will be specifically confirmed when Jesus appears to the Apostles 
after his resurrection, and says to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit.  
Whose sins you forgive, are forgiven them” (John 20:23). Now, God 
alone can forgive sin. But Jesus, before ascending to the Father, gave 
his Apostles the authority to forgive sins in his name, and they in turn 
passed on this power to the bishops and priests who succeeded them 
as leaders of the Church.

So Christ instituted the sacrament of penance as the normal way 
for us to receive the forgiveness of our sins, both our sins against God 
and our sins against one another. And he did this for a few reasons. To 
start, we need to realize that every sin we commit has a repercussion, 
not only for ourselves or for the specific individuals we have hurt, 
but also for the entire Church, which is the Body of Christ. You see, 
we’re not independent individuals who are disconnected from a larger 
entity. No, we are members of the one Body of Christ. As members 
of that body, whatever we do affects not just us, but the entire body. 
When we have a wound or an infection in a part of our physical body, 
it doesn’t just affect that part, does it? The pain or the sickness is 
somehow experienced in the whole of us. Similarly, because we are 
not isolated individuals but members of the Body of Christ, our sins 
have a damaging effect well beyond us personally. Our sins, in some 
way, negatively impact the rest of the Church itself. And so when we 
sin, we need to be reconciled to the Church through the sacrament 
of Reconciliation. In the sacrament, the priest represents not only 
Christ, but also the Church. So in confessing our sins to him, we are 
in effect acknowledging the damage our sins have done to the rest of 
the body. And when he forgives us through the power of Christ, he 
also brings about the healing of our relationship with the rest of the 
body. Through confession, we are reconciled both to God and to the 

Church that we’ve offended by our sin.
The other important reason why Christ instituted the sacrament 

of penance was so that we could have the full assurance of forgiveness 
through the voice of the priest. This is the wonderful benefit of going 
to confession. As difficult as it is to confess to a priest, he is there to 
assure us with his voice that God forgives it all. When the priest says, 
“I absolve you from your sins,” that is God speaking to us through 
him. And so we don’t have to wonder, “Am I really forgiven?”  We’ve 
heard it with our own ears. Our sins are wiped away. We have a clean 
slate, the gift of a fresh start. And God not only forgives us through 
absolution, but also gives us those graces that we need in our struggles 
with particular temptations and patterns of sin.  

What a blessing we have then in the sacrament of Reconciliation!

Have a question about faith, life, theology, the Church, or something else? 
Submit your question to bulletin@stgertrude.org for one of our Dominican friars, 
brothers, or sisters; experts; or theologians to answer in an upcoming bulletin.
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Monday,
September 25

Tuesday,
September 26

Wednesday,
September 27

Thursday,
September 28

Friday,
September 29

Saturday,
September 30

Sunday,
October 1

St. Gertrude 
School  

No School

Cana Family – 
Year 2
9 a.m.
St. Dominic Lobby

Schola Cantorum
3:30 p.m.
PC Choir Room

CGS Level 1 
11 a.m.
Atrium I & II

Walking with 
Purpose Bible 
Study
8:30 a.m.
St. Dominic Lobby

Special Dominican 
Rosary
3 p.m.
Church

Rosary Sales
After 8, 10 & 12 Masses
St. Dominic Lobby

CGS Level 1 & 2
3:30 p.m.
Atrium I & II

Moms & Littles 
Holy Hour
9:30 a.m.
Church

CGS Level 2 & 3
3:45 p.m.
Atrium I & II

PTO Basketball 
Tournament
6 p.m.
Gym

CGS Classes
8:30 a.m., 10 a.m. & 
11:30 a.m.
Atrium I & II

Become Catholic 
(RCIA)
7 p.m.
St. Dominic Lobby

True Devotion to 
Mary
12:30 p.m.
St. Dominic Lobby

Collegium 
Rehearsal
6 p.m.
PC Choir Room

Parish Choir
7 p.m.
PC Choir Room

Family Faith – 
Parent & Child 
Session
10 a.m. & 11:30 a.m.
School Cafeteria

Healing Rosary
7 p.m.
Rosary Garden

CGS Level 1 & 2 
6 p.m.
Atrium I & II

Holy Hour with 
Confessions
7:30 p.m.
Church

Baptisms
1:15 p.m.
Church

Seasons of Hope
7 p.m.
St. Joseph Room

Boy Scouts
7 p.m.
School Cafeteria

L’alto: HS Youth 
Night
7 p.m.
Parish Center

Fenwick Council 
Meeting
7 p.m.
St. Joseph Room

Pro-Life Town Hall 
on Amendment
7 p.m.
Gym

THE WEEK AHEAD

INTERESTED IN JOINING  
ST. GERTRUDE CHURCH? 

We would love to welcome you into our parish family! Visit 
stgertrude.org/register to fill out a new parishioner registration 
form. You can also find paper copies of the registration form in 
the church and the parish office. We look forward to meeting you! Please submit your Mass announcements and bulletin articles to  

bulletin@stgertrude.org.

BULLETIN

10/8/23

MATERIALS DUE

9/27/23

BULLETIN DEADLINE

OFFERING
St. Gertrude Parish Weekly Collection  

and Budget Report
Collection for September 17

Collection $ 35,132
Weekly Budget $ 37,000
Weekly Deficit ($ 1,868)

Second Collection - Dominican Missions: $4,307
Fiscal Year-To-Date (for year ending June 30, 2024)

Fiscal YTD Actual $ 405,632
Fiscal YTD Budget $ 444,000
Fiscal YTD Deficit ($ 38,368)

STAY INFORMED ON PRO-LIFE ISSUES
Want to get more involved in pro-life ministry or simply want to be 
more in the know? Email stgertrudeprolife@gmail.com to be added 
to the St. Gertrude Respect Life Ministry email list.

SUPPORT FOR 
MISCARRIAGE
Have you experienced a 
miscarriage? You are not alone. 
Heaven’s Gain Ministries is here 

to provide for the physical, emotional, and spiritual needs of families 
experiencing pregnancy loss. Call Heaven's Gain at (513) 607-6083 
for support, or visit HeavensGain.org for more information. 



St. Gertrude Roman Catholic Church9

Parish Staff
Father John Paul Walker, O.P., pastor
Father Joachim Kenney, O.P., parochial vicar
Father Luke VanBerkum, O.P., parochial vicar

Dominican Friars in Residence
Father John Langlois, O.P., prior
Father Joseph Alobaidi, O.P.
Father John Corbett, O.P.
Father Darren Pierre, O.P., novice master

St. Gertrude School – (513) 561-8020
Principal – Sister Mary Agnes Greiffendorf, O.P. ext 1101
Vice Principal – Mr. Travis Johnson ext 1101
PTO President – Ashlee Wooten (513) 823-0382
School Advisory Council

Office of Administration – (513) 561-5954
Receptionists – Susan Kane & Teri Forlini ext 2101
Business Manager – Don Regan ext 2102
Business Office Admin Assistant – Emma Golias ext 2103
Bereavement ext 2101
Bulletin Editor bulletin@stgertrude.org
Director of Music –  
 Christopher Holman  cholman@stgertrude.org 
Safe Environment Coordinator – Emma Golias ext 2103

Office of Evangelization & Faith Formation – 
(513) 561-5954
Director of Evangelization & Faith Formation – 
 Walter Plummer ext 2122
Coordinator of Catechesis of the Good Shepherd –
 Mary Beth Thiemann ext 2110
Coordinator of High School Ministry – 
 Laura Potter ext 2124
Coordinator of Adult Evangelization – 
 Tyler Castrucci ext 2123
Director of Communications – Michelle Dushensky ext 2121
Office Coordinator – Kristen Eggers ext 2109
Become Catholic (RCIA)  

Corporal Works of Mercy
Helping Hands 
(Funeral Reception Ministry)–  (513) 940-2643 
 Nancy Lucas stgerthh@gmail.com
Knights of Columbus – Pete Marcello (703) 447-3978
 grandknight@elderkofc.org
Ladies of Charity – Jean Wilkinson (513) 498-5085
Parish Health Ministry – Jeanne Palcic (513) 317-4123
Pregnancy Center East 
 (for all pregnancy needs) (513) 321-3100
Soup Kitchen – Andy Cordier soupkitchen@stgertrude.org
St. Vincent De Paul Society –
  Jennifer Mansfield (513) 561-5954, ext 2112

PARISH DIRECTORY

Vocations Directors
Archdiocese of Cincinnati – 
 Father Dan Schmitmeyer (513) 421-3131
Dominican Friars –
 Father Mario Calabrese, O.P. DominicanFriars.org
Nashville Dominican Sisters –
 Sister Mara Grace, O.P. (615) 256-5486

Spiritual Works of Mercy
Circle of Prayer – Barbara Rose prayercirclesg@gmail.com
Communion to Sick – Judy Hartmann (513) 984-8003
Eucharistic Adoration adoration@stgertrude.org
Natural Family Planning – Jenna Bernardo (513) 658-0444
 nfp@stgertrude.org
Pastoral Council – Ryan Schilling rryanschilling@gmail.com
Prayer Ministry for the Dying – Pat Collins (513) 265-1897
Respect Life – Lisa Campbell (865) 455-4795
Rosary Making – Larry Ball (513) 831-8572
Unbound Ministry – Nealy Mechley (513) 505-1740

Liturgical Ministries
Parish Choir – Christopher Holman  cholman@stgertrude.org 
Contemporary Music Ensemble – Paul Kindt (513) 697-9208
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion (513) 561-5954
Resurrection Choir – Marty Cunningham (513) 891-4226
The St. Anne and the Child Mary Guild –
 Ann McCormick (513) 382-3513
St. Joseph the Worker Society (513) 561-5954
Ushers – Douglas Postler (513) 791-6298
Viri Selecti – Ben Hoffmann pxaw@hotmail.com
Youth Choir – Christopher Holman  cholman@stgertrude.org 

Spiritual Groups
Angelic Warfare Confraternity – (513) 561-5954
Benedictine Oblates – Mark Milliron (513) 536-6275
CANA Family For Mothers –
 Anita Pappalardo (513) 248-8237
Catholic Men’s Fellowship – Stan Lloyd (513) 289-5268
Confraternity of the Most Holy Rosary –
 Brian Zappia (513) 791-7299
Dominican Laity (Bishop Fenwick) –
 Mrs. Joan Ratajczak, O.P. jsratajczak@gmail.com
Dominican Laity (Our Lady of Peace) –
 Mr. Fred Thomas, O.P. stgertrude.org/ourladyofpeace
Healing Rosary – Cindy Hertzel (513) 368-8941
Seasons of Hope – Cindy Hertzel (513) 368-8941
Special Needs Moms Support Group –
 Laura Nanista (513) 301-6317
True Devotion to Mary – Anne Collins (513) 984-4708
Walking with Purpose Bible Study (Women) –  
 Martha Thompson mbthom22@gmail.com

Parish Groups
Athletic Boosters – Rob Gruber (513) 256-2566
Boy Scouts – Rob Schuette (513) 333-0040
Cub Scouts – Matt Frye (574) 529-0427
Garden Club  (513) 561-5954
Lenten Fish Fry – Rob Mancini (513) 520-6360
Little Flower Library – Susan Santos (513) 504-0205
Parish Coffee – Mark Findley (513) 417-9227



Please Patronize O
ur A

dvertisers – To Place an A
d, C

all 1-800-292-9020.

Planning your next party just became a breeze! Call us to 
help you customize a menu that will bring your vision to 
life while respecting your budget and honoring your dietary 
needs. We specialize in weddings, corporate functions and 
social events and are preferred catering partners with many 
local venues. Best of all, we are right in your neighborhood! 
Call today to check one more task off your list!

513-873-3900 • www.baileyfamilycatering.com

G
ertrude Inside Ads    #959135-JT-9/1/23

KLEKAMP PAVING
Asphalt Paving

Patching
Asphalt

Sealcoating
513-561-4600

www.klekamp.com

6403 Madison, Madisonville • 271-1570 
1793 Ohio Pike, Amelia • 797-4888

Now 2 Locations!

Our bulletin is printed at no cost to the parish.Our bulletin is printed at no cost to the parish.

Our advertisers cover all expenses.Our advertisers cover all expenses.

We thank them and encourage you to support their businesses.We thank them and encourage you to support their businesses.

ROYALMONT ACADEMY
200 Northcrest Drive, Mason, OH

Catholic Preschool • High School • Full and 1/2 day Preschool 
Open House – Nov. 15, 5-7:30 pm

513-754-0555 • www.Royalmont.org

MILFORD
Body Shop Direct Call

831-5460

CASTRUCCI
COLLISION

AHP Anderson Hills Plumbing
Residential – Commercial – FREE ESTIMATES

Over 69 Years Experience & Satisfaction
Ernie, Jack, Ralph & Barb Vilardo

6229 Beechmont Avenue  513-232-3821

ERIC D. BENDER
Attorney at Law

Moeller (1984)
University of Notre Dame (1988)

U.C. Law (1991)
Family Law • Wills & Probate

Lawsuits • Guardianship
Adoption

(513) 891-5630
9764 Kenwood Road in Blue Ash

Visa/Mastercard Accepted

7319 Columbia Road
Garden Center 
& Landscaping

398-1008
www.sharonnursery.com

19 years in Business • Call 513-321-4444

• Cincinnati’s first Joint Commissioned Private 
Duty Company

• 3 full-time nurses on staff for caregiver 
supervision and emergency consultation

• Specialized and Trained for Parkinson’s and 
Dementia Care

• 24/7 and Live-In specialists, but also offer 4 
hour minimum care

Area’s Oldest Death Care Leader Area’s Oldest Death Care Leader 
StrawserFuneralHome.comStrawserFuneralHome.com

513-791-7203513-791-7203

Meet Eli and Bennett, our two Meet Eli and Bennett, our two 
fur-children! We understand how fur-children! We understand how 

much pets mean to people, and we much pets mean to people, and we 
are proud to offer pet death care to are proud to offer pet death care to 
the area with the same dignity that the area with the same dignity that 

we show for all we serve!we show for all we serve!

Skyline Chili, Loveland Ohio 10640 Loveland 
Madeira Rd. Bring this bulletin to receive a 

FREE Cheese Coney 
With the Purchase of a (3,4,5) Way

Feeling good, it’s Skyline Time!

For all your real estate needs please contact 
me, a faithful and hard-working St. Gertrude 

parishioner and professional realtor.

CAROLYN TRAUTH 
Realtor 

513-706-4239
www.sibcycline.com/ctrauth

Jason and RhondaJason and Rhonda

Servicing Maderia 
and Indian Hill since 1979

Jim Volz
CPA & Trusted

Advisor
794-1551.com

9900 Carver Rd., Blue Ash

General Contractors and Land Development Company

James W. Logeman, D.D.S., M.S.

ORTHODONTICS

Mason | 398.0133
318 Reading Rd

Kenwood | 791.0260
5240 E Galbraith Rd

ORTHODUDE.COM

James W. Logeman, D.D.S., M.S.

ORTHODONTICS

Mason | 398.0133
318 Reading Rd

Kenwood | 791.0260
5240 E Galbraith Rd

ORTHODUDE.COM

Castellum Financial 
Advice 

Robert L. Franer III, AAMS® 
513-434-3583 (C)

rroobbeerrtt@@ccaasstteelllluummffiinnaanncciiaallaaddvviiccee..ccoomm
ccaasstteelllluummffiinnaanncciiaallaaddvviiccee..ccoomm

Parishioner & Founding Member 
of The Catholic Financial Planners Network

Securities offered through LPL Financial, a Registered 
Investment Advisor, member FINRA/SIPC

Castellum Financial 
Advice 

Robert L. Franer III, AAMS® 
513-434-3583 (C)

rroobbeerrtt@@ccaasstteelllluummffiinnaanncciiaallaaddvviiccee..ccoomm
ccaasstteelllluummffiinnaanncciiaallaaddvviiccee..ccoomm

Parishioner & Founding Member 
of The Catholic Financial Planners Network

Securities offered through LPL Financial, a Registered 
Investment Advisor, member FINRA/SIPC

Castellum Financial 
Advice 

Robert L. Franer III, AAMS® 
513-434-3583 (C)

rroobbeerrtt@@ccaasstteelllluummffiinnaanncciiaallaaddvviiccee..ccoomm
ccaasstteelllluummffiinnaanncciiaallaaddvviiccee..ccoomm

Parishioner & Founding Member 
of The Catholic Financial Planners Network

Securities offered through LPL Financial, a Registered 
Investment Advisor, member FINRA/SIPC

Castellum Financial 
Advice 

Robert L. Franer III, AAMS® 
513-434-3583 (C)

rroobbeerrtt@@ccaasstteelllluummffiinnaanncciiaallaaddvviiccee..ccoomm
ccaasstteelllluummffiinnaanncciiaallaaddvviiccee..ccoomm

Parishioner & Founding Member 
of The Catholic Financial Planners Network

Securities offered through LPL Financial, a Registered 
Investment Advisor, member FINRA/SIPC Amy Resch – 513-436-4690

Enjoy 
outdoor living

all summer long!

Megie Funeral Home & Crematory
Caring for families through life’s most difficult time with care and compassion

 529 Main Street Milford, OH 45150 104 Spice Street Mt. Orab, OH 45154

 (513) 831-3134 (937) 444-2677
www.megiefuneralhome.com

We offer onsite crematory, traditional funeral services, and funeral pre-planning

(513) 621-1123 • litwins.com

TO ADVERTISE HERE, CALL

DEE PRINTING
1-800-292-9020

Spruce Home Services

Window Cleaning 
Pressure Washing and More! 

spruceservices.com • 513-278-8438
info@spruceservices.com
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beatrice
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT

TIM BEATRICE
513-254-5620
timbeatrice5@yahoo.com

Knights of Columbus
Archbishop Elder Council

Email grandknight@elderkofc.org
Join today. kofc.org/joinus

Jeff Woodward, Parishioner   513-247-9241
Celebrating 30 years in business

www.wciconstruction.com

Woodward Construction, Inc.

Kitchen & Bath
Remodeling

Kinsella
561-5285

7880 Camargo Rd.
kinsellakitchens.com

Dr. Frederick A. Heiselman
General • Implant
Dentistry

Parishioner
513-561-8600
7140 Miami Ave.,Ste. 201

fheiselmandds.com

GILSON’S
ENGRAVING

ELEGANT GIFTS

Engraved gifts for all occasionsEngraved gifts for all occasions

7116 Miami Ave.

891-0730
www.gilsonsonline.com

#1
17

7-
JT

-9
/1

2/
23

Chuck Borchers
REALTOR, Parishioner

513-335-4039
charles.borchers@gmail.com
chuckborchershomes.com

Accepting New Patients

Dr. Eleanor Endres Parishioner
513-791-8880 

www.endresdentistry.com
“Oral Health is the Gateway 

to Healthy Living”

LANDSCAPE SPECIALISTS, INC.
Hardscape Landscape
• Walkways & Patios • Installations
• Driveways • Renovations
• Retaining Walls • Maintenance
• Drainage Systems • Snow Clearing

Quality Service for Over 35 years

396-6400
Ed Witte, Parishioner

WITTEWITTE

Kitchens • Bathrooms
Room Additions

Screen & Covered Porches
Lower Levels & Basements

513.492.8429
7264 Columbia Rd., Ste. 600, Maineville

www.PenderyConstruction.com

HYDE PARK
PAINTING

and
CARPENTRY
321-4100

Remodeling 
Roofing/Gutters • Concrete 

Plumbing/Electric
Drywall • Int./Ext. Painting

Your Complete Home 
Repair Company

Keith D. Jackson DDS
Laura K. Jackson DDS

7113 Miami Avenue 
Madeira, OH 45243
Tel: (513) 561-5318

TOTAL LIFE SAFETY, LLC
Commercial Fire Protection Services

Fire Extinguisher/ Exit Lights/Fire Alarm
Sprinkler/Backflow/Special Hazard

866-955-2318

Walter St. Clair RoofingWalter St. Clair Roofing
Serving Cincinnati Since 1923

Roofing & Sheet Metal Work
Slate & Tile Repair

Box Gutters & Seamless Gutters
Jerry St. Clair, pariShioner           641-3265

GEO. H. ROHDE & SON
Funeral HomeFuneral Home

Since 1910
3183 Linwood Ave., Mt. Lookout Sq.3183 Linwood Ave., Mt. Lookout Sq.

Serving Eastern Hills, Mt. Lookout & Hyde ParkServing Eastern Hills, Mt. Lookout & Hyde Park

513-321-0404513-321-0404
www.rohdefuneral.comwww.rohdefuneral.com

Directors: Steve Rohde, Denise Mercier Directors: Steve Rohde, Denise Mercier 
& Darrell Schneider& Darrell Schneider

94c/81m/40y/32k

1c/75m/99y/0k

Family Owned
& Operated

Established 1877

8225 Montgomery Rd
Cincinnati, Ohio 45236

513-891-8373
Peter J. Gilligan, Sr.

INDEPENDENT LIVING
ASSISTED LIVING • MEMORY CARE

7650 CAMARGO ROAD • MADEIRA, OH 45243
513-422-5499 • WWW.TRADITIONSATCAMARGO.COM

TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  |  SEPTEMBER 24, 2023 

Monika
DeRoussel

Let’s make it happen!

Your gateway to Luxury

(531) 289-1039

monika@deroussel.com

deroussel.com

Blue Ash/Hyde Park/Mason/West Chester 

(513) 275-7000 

Kristina Markiewicz
Suite 130, 12500 Reed Hartman Highway 
Cincinnati, OH 45241 
B 513-387-0489 I C SOS-463-8966
kristina.markiewicz@mwarep.org

(513)
407-8998

Thus, the  
last will be first,  
and the first  
will be last.

Matthew 20:16


