
Whoever  
wishes  
to come  
after me  
must deny  
himself, 
take up  
his cross, 
and  
follow me.
Matthew 16:24
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IMPROVEMENT

TIM BEATRICE
513-254-5620
timbeatrice5@yahoo.com

Knights of Columbus
Archbishop Elder Council

Email grandknight@elderkofc.org
Join today. kofc.org/joinus

Jeff Woodward, Parishioner   513-247-9241
Celebrating 30 years in business

www.wciconstruction.com

Woodward Construction, Inc.

Kitchen & Bath
Remodeling

Kinsella
561-5285

7880 Camargo Rd.
kinsellakitchens.com
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General • Implant
Dentistry

Parishioner
513-561-8600
7140 Miami Ave.,Ste. 201

fheiselmandds.com

GILSON’S
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ELEGANT GIFTS

Engraved gifts for all occasionsEngraved gifts for all occasions

7116 Miami Ave.

891-0730
www.gilsonsonline.com
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Chuck Borchers
REALTOR, Parishioner

513-335-4039
charles.borchers@gmail.com
chuckborchershomes.com

Accepting New Patients

Dr. Eleanor Endres
Parishioner

513-791-8880 • www.endresdentistry.com
“Oral Health is the Gateway to Healthy Living”

KENWOOD, 7500 MONTGOMERY RD.
MADISONVILLE, 4418 WHETSEL AVENUE

513-791-5353

Thomas-Justin
Funeral Homes, Inc.
Four Generations of Family Service 

to the Community

LANDSCAPE SPECIALISTS, INC.
Hardscape Landscape
• Walkways & Patios • Installations
• Driveways • Renovations
• Retaining Walls • Maintenance
• Drainage Systems • Snow Clearing

Quality Service for Over 35 years

396-6400
Ed Witte, Parishioner

WITTEWITTE

Kitchens • Bathrooms
Room Additions

Screen & Covered Porches
Lower Levels & Basements

513.492.8429
7264 Columbia Rd., Ste. 600, Maineville

www.PenderyConstruction.com

HYDE PARK
PAINTING

and
CARPENTRY
321-4100

Remodeling 
Roofing/Gutters • Concrete 

Plumbing/Electric
Drywall • Int./Ext. Painting

Your Complete Home 
Repair Company

513-472-1985
www.bestplumbercincinnati.com

$25 OFF with this Ad

Keith D. Jackson DDS
Laura K. Jackson DDS

7113 Miami Avenue 
Madeira, OH 45243
Tel: (513) 561-5318

TOTAL LIFE SAFETY, LLC
Commercial Fire Protection Services

Fire Extinguisher/ Exit Lights/Fire Alarm
Sprinkler/Backflow/Special Hazard

866-955-2318

Walter St. Clair RoofingWalter St. Clair Roofing
Serving Cincinnati Since 1923

Roofing & Sheet Metal Work
Slate & Tile Repair

Box Gutters & Seamless Gutters
Jerry St. Clair, pariShioner           641-3265

Chad Muhlenkamp
(513) 377-7221
chad.muhlenkamp@kofc.org

GEO. H. ROHDE & SON
Funeral HomeFuneral Home

Since 1910
3183 Linwood Ave., Mt. Lookout Sq.3183 Linwood Ave., Mt. Lookout Sq.

Serving Eastern Hills, Mt. Lookout & Hyde ParkServing Eastern Hills, Mt. Lookout & Hyde Park
513-321-0404513-321-0404

www.rohdefuneral.comwww.rohdefuneral.com
Directors: Steve Rohde, Denise Mercier Directors: Steve Rohde, Denise Mercier 

& Darrell Schneider& Darrell Schneider

Knights of Columbus
Asset Advisors®
kofcassetadvisors.org

94c/81m/40y/32k

1c/75m/99y/0k

Carpet, Hardwood,
Laminate and LVP 

at guaranteed lowest price, 
shop at home convenience 

and fastest installation. 
Kraig Porter
Parishioner 
513.250.2999

carpetkraig@gmail.com

Family Owned
& Operated

Established 1877

8225 Montgomery Rd
Cincinnati, Ohio 45236

513-891-8373
Peter J. Gilligan, Sr.

Investments,
firmly rooted
in faith.

Kyle Warmouth, Loan Officer/Parishioner
513-218-3218 • KyleW@eqfin.com

NMLS# 2088163-39843

INDEPENDENT LIVING
ASSISTED LIVING • MEMORY CARE

7650 CAMARGO ROAD • MADEIRA, OH 45243
513-422-5499 • WWW.TRADITIONSATCAMARGO.COM
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Parish Information
6543 Miami Ave., Cincinnati, OH 45243

(513) 561-5954 | stgertrude.org
parishoffice@stgertrude.org

Parish Office Hours
Monday-Friday: 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.

School Office Hours
Monday-Friday: 7:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.

Church Hours
Every day: 7 a.m.-9 p.m.

MASSES AND CONFESSION

Monday, September 4, Labor Day
 8 a.m. For All Who Labor

Tuesday, September 5, Weekday
 7 a.m. † Theresa Matlaga by Greg & Connie Witte
 8 a.m. † Regina Kosmalski by Pete & Donna Marcello
 11:30 a.m. Benefactors and Familiars of the 
   Order of Friars Preachers

Wednesday, September 6, Weekday
 7 a.m. † Gary Babcock by Tom & Christin Spurr
 8 a.m. † Irma Rusche by Mike & Beth Stoll
 11:30 a.m. † Jon Sieve by Bill & Penny Cunningham

Thursday, September 7, Weekday
 7 a.m. † Joshua George Egan by N. David Noe
 8 a.m. † Christopher Flanagan by Dr. & Mrs. David Zipfel
 11:30 a.m. Cecilia Wislocki by Mary Jo Shoemaker

Friday, September 8, The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary (F)
 7 a.m. Octavio Flores Resendiz by Maria Resendiz
 8 a.m. † Megan Johnson by Ray & Marylyn Clark
 11:30 a.m. † Patricia Donohue by Catherine Fishlock

Saturday, September 9, St. Peter Claver (M)
 8 a.m. † Ann Carroll by Mary & Terry Smithers
 11:30 a.m. † A. Nancy Giambarberee by Pat & Don Schoo
 4:30 p.m. † Marilyn Magly by Michael & Jana Widmeyer

Sunday, September 10, 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
 8 a.m. † Paul Arling by The Arling Family
 10 a.m. People of St. Gertrude
 12 p.m. † Bob Perazzo by Knights of Columbus
 6 p.m. † Robert Schaengold by Charlotte Schaengold

There will be no Confessions on Monday, September 4. Confessions 
will be heard in the church Tuesday-Friday at 4 p.m., Wednesday at 
7:30 p.m. and Saturday at 3:30 p.m.
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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

AN UPDATE ON THE PANIVNYK 
FAMILY FROM UKRAINE
Last fall, our parish was blessed to welcome Roman and Olya 
Panivnyk and their three children, who had recently arrived in 
the United States after fleeing for their lives from their homeland 
of Ukraine. Thanks to the generosity of parishioners and local 
businesses, we were able to put together a large care package 
for the family, including food, clothing, and a number of other 

items. I recently received a message from Olya with a family update, as they have now been 
settled in their (new) home in the USA for one year. Since so many in our parish got to know 
them through their visit here, I thought it would be nice to share the update with all of you.
God bless,

 
Father John Paul Walker, O.P.

Our journey took a new route 
on August 28, 2022, when Roman 
assumed his role as an electrical engineer 
at Tecnocap, nestled in the hills of 
Wheeling, WV. So, a year has passed 
since our family found our home here. 
The Tecnocap company has been a pillar 
of unwavering support, helping financially and facilitating our integration in 
many other ways. 

As a testament to Roman’s commitment to growth, he devotes five hours 
weekly to learning English. His resolute dedication is nothing short of inspiring, 
with not even his five-day vacation interrupting his learning. Roman continues 
to be heavily involved as a program director for the Knights of Columbus in 
Ukraine, while integrating into the Knights community in West Virginia. 

I (Olya) have established my presence in West Virginia by registering my 
sole proprietorship, named Be Change. I engage with U.S. and European clients 
as a consultant in human capital: people strategy [HR], culture transformation, 
change management, executive/leadership coaching, and more. My spirit is 
also kindled as I contribute to local community organizations and the church 
and continue my volunteer work with the Trauma Resource Institute, the 
International Coaching Federation, and the Knights of Columbus. Additionally, 
I enrolled in a Christian life coaching program, guided by divine calling. 

The kids are thriving in school! Danylo, our spirited 15-year-old, embarks 
on his sophomore year. His summer was spent gaining practical experience 
working at the huge Wheeling Park, just across from our home. Notably, he has 
also ventured into the Explorer Program with the Wheeling Police Department, 
nurturing a newfound passion for law enforcement.

Mariia (12 years old), will enter 7th grade. Her zest for sports continues, 
with last year’s passion for archery and volleyball continuing as she seeks to add 
new activities. Her talents for languages and arts and crafts continue to blossom. 

Our youngest, five-year-old Kate, is a social butterfly and radiates joy as she 
encounters new playmates. She radiates a warm smile along with the heartfelt 
question as she asks them, “Would you like to be my best friend?” A new chapter 

awaits her as she gears up for kindergarten. 
Guided by faith, our membership at the Ukrainian 

Catholic Church of Our Lady of Perpetual Help provides 
a foundation for our life. There is only one Ukrainian 
Catholic Church in all of West Virginia. It happens to be 
just a few miles from where we live! 

Requests for Your Prayers: For Roman’s job stability 
as his company adjusts and limits working hours due to 
global economic challenges. For Kate, as she grapples with 
increasing recurring nightmares and panic attacks triggered 
by fireworks and other reminders from the images of war. 
For me (Olya), as I navigate health challenges and seek 
answers through consultations with doctors. For God’s 
quick intervention: The children’s passports were required 
by the IRS while we were applying for ITINs. The passports 
are missing and are needed immediately! For clarity and 
guidance amidst the uncertainty of Temporary Protective 
Status for Ukrainians who found shelter in the United 
States after full invasion by Russia in Ukraine, set to expire 
in October 2023. 

The tapestry of your unwavering support remains 
intertwined with our lives, a testament to the abundance 
the Lord has bestowed upon us. You are in our prayers, 
always. 
With faith and gratitude, 
Roman, Olya, Danylo, Mariia, and Kate Panivnyk
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SCHOOL NEWS

WELCOME TO OUR 
NEW FACULTY & STAFF!
St. Gertrude School has eight new faculty and staff members for the 
2023-2024 school year! To help you get to know them better, we’ll 
be introducing them in the bulletin over the next couple of weeks. 

Mrs. Andrea Strope: Librarian
Mrs. Strope is originally from El 
Salvador and was raised in Kansas City, 
Missouri. She moved to Cincinnati in 
2022 with her husband, Matt. She 
holds a bachelor’s degree in business 
administration from Kansas State 
University, a master’s degree in 
curriculum and instruction from the 

University of Missouri-Kansas City, and a master’s degree in library 
science from the University of Missouri-Columbia. Prior to moving to 
Cincinnati, she taught for five years at the Blue Valley School District 
and at St. Michael the Archangel Catholic School. She began her career 
as a children’s librarian in the Chicago Public Libraries and has served 
as LRC director of a K-2nd grade library in Glenview, Illinois, as well 
as children’s librarian at the Cincinnati Public Libraries. She notes, 
“It is a total dream come true to be able to work at St. Gertrude, and 
I’m excited to create a specialized children’s Catholic library! I’m also 
so happy I get to have you as a partner in this mission!”

Mrs. Andrea Werbrich will be 
returning as our school nurse.

EGGS FROM 
THE CHICKEN COOP
On Wednesday, the second graders 
placed 21 eggs from the chicken 
coop into the incubator. They 
weighed each egg before putting it 
into the incubator, and the students 
predicted whether the eggs will 
increase, decrease, or stay the same 
in weight. They will weigh the eggs 
periodically throughout the time of 
incubation to see if their hypotheses 
are correct. The classroom should 
be full of peeping chicks in 21 days!

WE’RE HIRING!
St. Gertrude School is looking for 
supervisors for its After Care Program. 
The supervisors assist the coordinator 
during the regular hours of After Care, 
which runs on school days from 3 to  
6 p.m. Candidate must have a valid 
Ohio License or Pupil Activity 
Permit. Other requirements include 
the Archdiocese of Cincinnati Safe 
Environment process prior to starting 
the position. This is an hourly position. 

Please visit stgertrudesch.org/
employment to apply! 
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EVANGELIZATION & FAITH FORMATION

MAKING DISCIPLES 
ONE PERSON 
AT A TIME
TYLER CASTRUCCI, 
COORDINATOR OF ADULT 
EVANGELIZATION

“Christians are made, not 
born.” These words, written by 
Tertullian around the turn of 
the 3rd century A.D., hone in 

on the nature of Christian discipleship. This early Church 
Father’s words echo the very words of Jesus himself, who 
ordered his disciples to “Go, therefore, and make (emphasis 
added) disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching 
them to observe all that I have commanded. And behold, 
I am with you always until the end of the age” (Matthew 
28:19-20). Being made into a disciple of Jesus is typically 
a slow, gradual process of conversion with many twists 
and turns along the way. It doesn’t happen in a vacuum. 
It requires the intentional and loving guidance, friendship, 
prayer, and apprenticeship of a mature disciple of the Lord 
within the context of a community of believers. That’s you! 
You are called to be that mature disciple who courageously 
shares his or her faith with others. To truly be a disciple of 
the Lord is to follow his commands, including this call to 
evangelize. Making disciples, therefore, isn’t simply one of 
many other things we do as a parish, rather, it is the thing that 
we are called to do, collectively and individually. As Pope St. 
Paul VI put it, the Church “exists to evangelize” (Evangelii 
nuntiandi, 17). 

Our Become Catholic program is the primary way 
that we, as a parish, make disciples. It’s a lengthy process 
of accompanying seekers as they discern whether or not to 
enter the Church. Every single parishioner is called to be a part 
of this process. You might not be at our weekly Monday night 
meetings or at all of the various liturgical rites, but you are 
nevertheless vital to the success of our efforts to make disciples. 
One of the greatest joys in my time in ministry has been to 
witness how lives are transformed throughout the process 
of becoming Catholic. While every pathway to discipleship 
looks different for each individual, almost invariably every 
single case begins at the same place: a personal invitation. No 
elaborate advertising campaign can ever compete with the 
power of a personal invitation extended within the context 
of a real relationship between two people. This is where 
you, as a parishioner, can have a profound impact on the 
Become Catholic program. Imagine if every single person in 
our parish personally invited someone to consider becoming 

Catholic. Even if only a small fraction of the people responded positively to that 
invitation, I believe we would see tremendous fruit from it. 

While the formal Become Catholic program with its weekly meetings 
begins this month, this effort to make disciples is a 24 hours a day, 7 days a 
week, 365 days a year (366 in a leap year) endeavor. There is no bad time to 
invite someone to consider becoming Catholic! As St. Paul says in his second 
letter to the Corinthians, “Behold, now (emphasis added) is a very acceptable 
time. Behold, now is the day of salvation” (2 Corinthians 6:2). Now is the time! 
Not tomorrow, not in a couple of weeks, but right now at this very moment is the 
time to proclaim the Good News of salvation. I invite you to intentionally pray 
for the Lord to provide you an opportunity to make this invitation. Pray for him 
to arrange that “divine appointment” where you encounter someone, whether 
it’s a friend or a stranger, and extend that invitation. Perhaps you already have 
someone in mind whom you would like to invite—begin by praying for that 
person by name. Pray that you will have the courage to make the invitation and 
that the Holy Spirit will provide you with the right words to say at the right 
time, and also pray that that person might respond positively to that invitation. 
This is how we make disciples in our parish. One person at a time.
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WELCOME NEW PARISHIONERS

Anthony & Julie Anzer
Anthony & Rachel Chamblin
Arthur & Kathleen DeLorenzo
Daniel & Carolyn Goodman
James & Mary Kate Hackett
Thomas & Brooke Howard
Andrew Johnson

Brett & Brittany Liming
Timothy & Madeline McCauley
Casey & Gaby McCracken
Daniel & Theresa Moeggenberg
Callie Sammeroff
Matthew & Andrea Strope
Courtney Thompson

PLEASE PRAY FOR . . .

THE SICK:
Simon Berry, Vicki Calonge, Maureen S. Currens, Triset 
Defonseka, Pamela K. Dwyer, Lisa Ely, Lynn Fedele, Octavio 
Flores-Resendiz, Dick Gelhaus, Bob Gerwin, Goad Family, 
Baby Leo Henry Grolmes, Elsa Hall, Jane Hazelton, Hummel 
Family, Andrea Kattel, Aiko Kimura, Diane Kosobud, Ed and 
Karen Larkin, Kevin Lewis, Gertrude Maxwell, Kim McClung, 
Elaine O’Connell, Sue Paas, Gerry Patterson, Gert Patterson, 
Pegge Schuermann, Richard Seifert, Teddie Slaper, Michael 
Stoll, Judy Sullivan, Jim Tappel, Debbie Van Hise, Brigitte 
Vielhauer and Kerry Walden

THOSE IN THE ARMED FORCES:
Patrick Burke, Gabe Dorsey, Jacob Dorsey, Curtis Flores, 
Luis Flores, Jr., Cole Foster, Kyle Foster, Dominic Geraci, 
Daniel Holian, Mike Huber, Aaron Jacobson, Jacob Kramb, 
John Kramb, Kelly Leugers, Dominic Lloyd, Seth McGann, 
John Murdock, Jr., John Oscar, Sarah Ries, Dan Roseman, 
Andrew Shannon, Ian Tester, and Gus Voto

THE RECENTLY DECEASED:
† All Our Beloved Dead

PARISH NEWS

LET US PRAY

CAMPUS CLOSURES FOR 
LABOR DAY WEEKEND
Our Mother of Mercy Adoration Chapel will be closed through Monday, 
September 4. The chapel will reopen at 7:30 a.m. on Tuesday, September 5. 
The school and church offices will be closed on Monday and will reopen on 
Tuesday at 7:30 a.m. and 8:30 a.m. respectively. 

CATECHISM IN A YEAR DISCUSSION
Are you listening to Father Mike Schmitz’ Catechism in a Year podcast? Join 
other St. Gertrude Church parishioners and our friars for discussions on the 
content on Friday, September 8 and 22, from 9 to 10:30 a.m. in the music 
room (in the lower level of the Parish Center).

JOIN OUR PARISH CHOIR!
St. Gertrude Church’s Parish Choir is seeking new members to join us in 
singing at the 10 a.m. Sunday Mass. Rehearsals are Thursdays from 7 to 9 p.m. 
and Sunday mornings at 9 a.m. Some ability to read music is helpful, but not 
required. If you’re on the fence, please come to our first Thursday rehearsal 
on September 7 in the Parish Center and see how it goes! Please email our 
director of music, Christopher Holman, at cholman@stgertrude.org for more 
information.

JOIN THE ROSARY MAKERS MINISTRY 
The St. Gertrude Parish Rosary Making ministry is looking for people to make 
knotted-type rosaries, as well as to dye cord for these types of rosaries. If you 
are interested, please contact  Mary or Larry Ball at (513) 831-8572. Learn 
more about this ministry at stgertrude.org/rosarymakers. 

SOUP KITCHEN SIGN-UPS 
St. Gertrude parishioners will be serving lunch at the Queen City Kitchen 
soup kitchen in Walnut Hills on Sunday, September 24, and Sunday, October 
22. It takes approximately 30 people to cook and serve the main meal and 
side items—a great opportunity for families, groups, or ministries to serve 
the poor and needy in Cincinnati. Sign up outside (or in the Parish Center 
lobby if it’s raining) before or after the 8 a.m., 10 a.m., or 12 p.m. Masses on 
Sunday, September 10. For more information, please contact Andy Cordier at 
SoupKitchen@StGertrude.org.
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COMMUNITY NEWS

NATIONAL DAY OF REMEMBRANCE  
FOR ABORTED CHILDREN
Please join us for a memorial prayer service at Gate of Heaven 
Cemetery (11000 Montgomery Road, Cincinnati) at 9 a.m. on 
Saturday, September 9, for the National Day of Remembrance for 
Aborted Children. The prayer, which will take place in the Baby 
Garden in section 28, is to honor the memory of the more than 60 
million unborn victims of abortion and to ensure that our unborn 
brothers and sisters will not be forgotten. As we hold this solemn 
prayer service at Gate of Heaven, thousands of prayer services will 
be held simultaneously at other gravesites around the country where 
abortion victims have been buried, as well as many other memorial 
sites dedicated in their honor. Auxiliary Bishop Emeritus Most 
Reverend Joseph R. Binzer, pastor of The Community of the Good 
Shepherd, will lead the service. Key speaker will be announced.
Please bring a folding chair or blanket and an umbrella for your 
comfort. If you have any questions, please contact Kate Thesing at 
kthesing@gateofheaven.org. For more information on this national 
event, visit nationaldayofremembrance.org.

BETHANY HOUSE COLLECTION
Next weekend, September 9 and 10, the Ladies of Charity will be 
at the white van in the parking before and after all Masses (except 6 
p.m.) collecting items for Bethany House, an agency which empowers 
homeless and at-risk families with solutions to achieve housing stability 
and long-term self-sufficiency. Their immediate needs include 
household items to fill the “Exit Basket” provided to each family as 
they start a new life in more stable housing. Kitchen needs include 
pots/pans, dishes, glassware, silverware, cooking utensils, baking pans, 
garbage bags and cans. Bathroom needs include shower curtains/
liners, towels/wash cloths, toilet brush/plunger. Bed linens for twin- 
or full-size beds, blankets, comforters, and pillows are requested. 
Household goods, such as brooms/dustpans, mops/buckets, cleaning 
supplies, laundry baskets, and laundry detergent are also needed to 
help previously homeless families set up new households. Thank you 
for your generous support. If you have any questions, please call Jean 
Wilkinson at (513) 498-5085.

LADIES OF CHARITY MEETING
There will be a Ladies of Charity organizational 
meeting next Saturday, September 9, 2023, at 
10 a.m. in the St. Joseph Room. There is much 
to discuss as we plan the end of 2023 and our 
2024 activities. Any woman who is 18 years or 
older and is a practicing Catholic is welcome to 

join the Ladies of Charity or just come to the meeting to find out 
the many ways we provide much-needed love, support, and financial 
assistance to families. If you need more information, please contact 
Jean Wilkinson at (513) 498-5085.

CHRISTENDOM COLLEGE 
INFORMATION NIGHT
Discover how Christendom College helps students learn the Truth, 
live the faith, and thrive as Catholics.  This is an ideal event for those 
with high school-aged children and/or those interested in learning 
more about Christendom. Join us at from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. on 
Sunday, September 10, at Geoff and Colleen Pearson’s house (6373 
Ludlum Rd., Morrow, OH 45152) to hear more about the college 
that led Pope St. John Paul II to say: “Christendom College is doing 
a great work for the Church.” Refreshments will be provided. Please 
RSVP to Geoff.Pearson@outlook.com or (513) 604-2308.

MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER WEEKEND
Fall is right around the corner. It’s a beautiful season full of color 
and crisp, fresh air. A Worldwide Marriage Encounter is like autumn 
because it’s full of fresh air, new beginnings, and a time to rejoice in 
the beauty of your marriage and family. It’s a great time to rekindle 
communication and enjoy time away. The next Marriage Encounter 
Weekend experiences are September 29–October 1 at Our Lady of 
the Holy Spirit Center in Cincinnati and November 3-5 at Maria Stein 
Renewal Center in Maria Stein, OH. The weekend experience is for 
those who wish to enrich their marriage and get that newlywed feeling 
again. Apply today at esharing.org/applyWeekend.php. If you have any 
questions or need more details, contact Andy and Melanie Reinersman 
at (859) 653-8464, application@esharing.org, or visit esharing.org.

CAREGIVER MASS 
This year’s Caregiver Mass is scheduled for November 19, at 11 a.m. 
at the Cathedral Basilica of St. Peter in Chains. Most Reverend Dennis 
M. Schnurr will preside at the Mass. Caregiver Masses honor all those 
who work or volunteer as a caregiver—from nurses and physicians, to 
dietary staff and lab workers, from those who care for a sick or elderly 
friend or relative, to those who volunteer at healthcare facilities, 
retirement communities or parishes. These Masses aren’t just for 
Catholics. People from all faiths are welcome. You can nominate an 
individual for this year’s Mass and reception at forms.office.com/r/
J5Vt18tc2z. All nominations are due by September 22, 2023. 
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ASK A PRIEST

Prayer on Labor Day
O heart of Jesus, heart most sweet, I offer to 
you all my labors and my toils; I dedicate to you 
all my labors and my toils, my anguish and my 
misery; to you I commend my life, and the end 
of my life. Amen.

PRAYER FROM ST. GERTRUDE THE GREAT

COVER IMAGE: Simon of Cyrene helps Jesus carry the cross  
in church St. Matthew by Philipp Schumacher (1907-1915).

ASK A PRIEST — 
DOS AND DON’TS FOR 
RECEIVING COMMUNION
FATHER JOHN PAUL WALKER, O.P.

Q: As a priest, you give out Communion to 
hundreds of people every week. Could you 
share some “dos” and “don’ts” with us about 
how to receive the Eucharist?

A: Receiving the Body, Blood, Soul, and Divinity of Our Lord in 
the Eucharist is one of the greatest gifts we possess as Catholics. 
Here are tips for receiving in such a way that helps our priests and 
extraordinary ministers to distribute the Eucharist in as reverent a 
manner as possible.

For those receiving on the tongue, the first request I would 
have is to remain still. It is much easier to hit a stationary target than 
a moving one! Do not “lunge” toward the host as the priest is moving 
it toward your mouth. Keep your head still. Your mouth should be 
open, and your tongue slightly extended. If your tongue isn’t extended 
at all, then the priest is forced to put his fingers inside your mouth in 
order to get the host on your tongue—and that is not pleasant. At 
the same time, there is no need to extend your tongue as far as you 
possibly can. Slightly extended is more than adequate. Once the host 
is placed on your tongue, please resist the urge to immediately and 
forcefully snap your mouth shut like a snapping turtle; I need at least 
a half-second to withdraw my fingers. (During my first months here, 
I remember one day when a woman, wearing some very red lipstick, 
snapped her mouth shut so quickly that she clamped down on my 
thumb and finger, leaving large lipstick marks on both of them. Don’t 
be like her!) Your mouth does need to be open some, but there is 
no need to open it like you’re at the dentist getting a molar drilled. 
I’m putting the host on your tongue, after all, not on your tonsils. 
To summarize: mouth slightly open, tongue slightly extended, remain 
stationary and, once the host is on your tongue, make sure fingers are 
out of the way before closing mouth. Simple.

For those receiving in the hand, my first request is the same 
as before: remain still. It is amazing to me how people will come 
forward in the Communion line and their hands never stop moving. 
Again, it is far easier to hit a stationary target than a moving one. 
When you extend your hands, it should be completely obvious which 
hand you wish the priest/minister to place the host on. If you put out 
both hands, side by side, 
looking exactly the 
same, we don’t know 
where to put the host. 
This is frustrating and 
confusing. So please do 
not put out both hands 
side by side. I’ve seen 
some people put out 

both hands, but instead of both being flat, they are angled towards each 
other like a “V.” This is even worse. As now we still don’t know where 
to place the host, and we are worried about it sliding down between 
both hands and potentially sliding right onto the floor if there is any 
gap at all between the two hands. Along the same lines, sometimes 
those receiving in the hand while at the altar rail rest their arms on 
the rail in such a way that their hands are angled backward toward 
them (occasionally at a shockingly large angle). If the hand receiving 
the host is not flat, there is a good chance the host is going to slide off 
and onto the floor. Instead, the hand you wish the host to be placed 
on should be as close to perfectly horizontal as you can get it, slightly 
cupped (which also helps guard against the host sliding, in the event 
your hand is not perfectly horizontal), and your other hand–usually 
your dominant one–should be placed underneath the first hand. 
This makes it crystal clear to the priest/minister where to put the host 
and then easy for the communicant to take the underneath hand, use 
it to pick up the host, and reverently place it in his or her mouth. 
Under no circumstances should someone use their thumb and fingers 
to attempt to “snatch” the host from the priest in mid-air; behind 
closed doors, us priests refer to such people as “Body snatchers” and 
it is very annoying. Finally, and this is critical, when receiving on the 
hand, please consume the host before you begin walking away. It is 
imperative that the priest/minister sees you place the host in your 
mouth. Under no circumstances should someone be walking away 
with the host still in his or her hands. This is to safeguard the Blessed 
Sacrament against anyone attempting to steal it.

On a final note, while these are guidelines I ask everyone to 
follow, I understand there are certain medical conditions that make 
some of these guidelines difficult or impossible. Please know we 
understand that you are doing your best, and do not worry. 

Have a question about faith, life, theology, the Church, or something else? 
Submit your question to bulletin@stgertrude.org for one of our Dominican 
friars, brothers, or sisters; experts; or theologians to answer in an upcoming 
bulletin.
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Monday,
September 4

Tuesday,
September 5

Wednesday,
September 6

Thursday,
September 7

Friday,
September 8

Saturday,
September 9

Sunday,
September 10

Adoration Chapel 
Closed

Moms & Littles 
Holy Hour
9:30 a.m.
Church

Schola Cantorum
3:30 p.m.
PC Choir Room

CGS Level 1
11 a.m.
Atrium I & II

Walking with 
Purpose Bible Study
8:30 a.m.
St. Dominic Lobby

Catholic Men’s 
Fellowship
7:30 a.m.
School Cafeteria

Parish Coffee & 
Donuts
After 8 & 10 Masses
Gym

Parish Office 
Closed

Boy Scouts
7 p.m.
School Cafeteria

CGS Level 2 & 3
3:45 p.m.
Atrium I & II

K of C Business 
Meeting
7 p.m.
K of C Hall

Catechism in a Year 
Discussion Group
9 a.m.
PC Choir Room

Parish Choir 
Retreat
9 a.m.
PC Choir Room

Soup Kitchen 
Signups
After 8, 10 & 12 Masses
St. Dominic Lobby

St. Gertrude 
School No School

Cub Scouts – 
Den Meeting
6:30 p.m.
School Cafeteria

Parish Choir
7 p.m.
PC Choir Room

St. Anne & Child 
Mary Guild
9 a.m.
St. Dominic Lobby

L of C Bethany 
House Collection
After 8, 10 & 12 Masses
Sharing Van

Healing Rosary
7 p.m.
Rosary Garden

Holy Hour with 
Confessions
7:30 p.m.
Church

Acts of the Apostles 
Bible Study
9:30 a.m.
School Cafeteria

Little Flower 
Library Open
8:45-11:15 a.m.

 Ladies of Charity 
Planning Meeting
10 a.m.
St. Joseph Room

CGS Parent 
Orientation
9 a.m. & 11:15 a.m.
Atrium I & II

Spiritual Renewal 
for Pregnant Moms
10:30 a.m.
St. Gertrude School 
Chapel

Confirmation 
Candidate Session 
10 a.m. & 11:30 a.m.
School Cafeteria

Pregnant Moms & 
Family Blessing
11:30 a.m. Mass
Church

Baptisms
1:15 p.m.
Church

L of C Bethany 
House Collection
After 4:30 p.m. Mass
Sharing Van

The Rosary:
Musical Meditations:  
3 p.m.
Church

L’alto Kickoff & 
Parent Session
7 p.m.
Parish Center

THE WEEK AHEAD

Please submit your Mass announcements and 
bulletin articles to bulletin@stgertrude.org
6543 Miami Avenue, Cincinnati, OH 45243

(513) 561-5954 | FAX (513) 561-5184 | 
www.StGertrude.org 

BULLETIN

9/17/23

MATERIALS DUE

9/6/23

BULLETIN DEADLINEOFFERING
St. Gertrude Parish Weekly Collection  

and Budget Report
Collection for August 27

Collection $ 24,930
Weekly Budget $ 37,000
Weekly Deficit ($ 12,070)

Fiscal Year-To-Date (for year ending June 30, 2024)
Fiscal YTD Actual $ 300,072
Fiscal YTD Budget $ 333,000
Fiscal YTD Deficit ($ 32,928)



St. Gertrude Roman Catholic Church9

Parish Staff
Father John Paul Walker, O.P., pastor
Father Joachim Kenney, O.P., parochial vicar
Father Luke VanBerkum, O.P., parochial vicar

Dominican Friars in Residence
Father John Langlois, O.P., prior
Father Joseph Alobaidi, O.P.
Father John Corbett, O.P.
Father Darren Pierre, O.P., novice master

St. Gertrude School – (513) 561-8020
Principal – Sister Mary Agnes Greiffendorf, O.P. ext 1101
Vice Principal – Mr. Travis Johnson ext 1101
PTO President – Ashlee Wooten (513) 823-0382
School Advisory Council

Office of Administration – (513) 561-5954
Receptionists – Susan Kane & Teri Forlini ext 2101
Business Manager – Don Regan ext 2102
Business Office Admin Assistant – Emma Golias ext 2103
Bereavement ext 2101
Bulletin Editor bulletin@stgertrude.org
Director of Music –  
 Christopher Holman  cholman@stgertrude.org 
Safe Environment Coordinator – Emma Golias ext 2103

Office of Evangelization & Faith Formation – 
(513) 561-5954
Director of Evangelization & Faith Formation – 
 Walter Plummer ext 2122
Coordinator of Catechesis of the Good Shepherd –
 Mary Beth Thiemann ext 2110
Coordinator of High School Ministry – 
 Laura Potter ext 2124
Coordinator of Adult Evangelization – 
 Tyler Castrucci ext 2123
Director of Communications – Michelle Dushensky ext 2121
Office Coordinator – Kristen Eggers ext 2109
Become Catholic (RCIA)  

Corporal Works of Mercy
Helping Hands 
(Funeral Reception Ministry)–  (513) 940-2643 
 Nancy Lucas stgerthh@gmail.com
Knights of Columbus – Pete Marcello (703) 447-3978
 grandknight@elderkofc.org
Ladies of Charity – Jean Wilkinson (513) 498-5085
Parish Health Ministry – Jeanne Palcic (513) 317-4123
Pregnancy Center East 
 (for all pregnancy needs) (513) 321-3100
Soup Kitchen – Andy Cordier soupkitchen@stgertrude.org
St. Vincent De Paul Society –
  Jennifer Mansfield (513) 561-5954, ext 2112

PARISH DIRECTORY

Vocations Directors
Archdiocese of Cincinnati – 
 Father Dan Schmitmeyer (513) 421-3131
Dominican Friars –
 Father Mario Calabrese, O.P. DominicanFriars.org
Nashville Dominican Sisters –
 Sister Mara Grace, O.P. (615) 256-5486

Spiritual Works of Mercy
Circle of Prayer – Barbara Rose prayercirclesg@gmail.com
Communion to Sick – Judy Hartmann (513) 984-8003
Eucharistic Adoration adoration@stgertrude.org
Natural Family Planning – Jenna Bernardo (513) 658-0444
 nfp@stgertrude.org
Pastoral Council – Ryan Schilling rryanschilling@gmail.com
Respect Life – Lisa Campbell (865) 455-4795
Rosary Making – Larry Ball (513) 831-8572
Unbound Ministry – Nealy Mechley (513) 505-1740

Liturgical Ministries
Parish Choir – Christopher Holman  cholman@stgertrude.org 
Contemporary Music Ensemble – Paul Kindt (513) 697-9208
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion (513) 561-5954
Resurrection Choir – Marty Cunningham (513) 891-4226
The St. Anne and the Child Mary Guild –
 Ann McCormick (513) 382-3513
St. Joseph the Worker Society (513) 561-5954
Ushers – Douglas Postler (513) 791-6298
Viri Selecti – Ben Hoffmann pxaw@hotmail.com
Youth Choir – Christopher Holman  cholman@stgertrude.org 

Spiritual Groups
Angelic Warfare Confraternity – (513) 561-5954
Benedictine Oblates – Mark Milliron (513) 536-6275
CANA Family For Mothers –
 Anita Pappalardo (513) 248-8237
Catholic Men’s Fellowship – Stan Lloyd (513) 289-5268
Confraternity of the Most Holy Rosary –
 Brian Zappia (513) 791-7299
Dominican Laity (Bishop Fenwick) –
 Mrs. Joan Ratajczak, O.P. jsratajczak@gmail.com
Dominican Laity (Our Lady of Peace) –
 Mr. Fred Thomas, O.P. stgertrude.org/ourladyofpeace
Healing Rosary – Cindy Hertzel (513) 368-8941
Seasons of Hope – Cindy Hertzel (513) 368-8941
Special Needs Moms Support Group –
 Laura Nanista (513) 301-6317
True Devotion to Mary – Anne Collins (513) 984-4708
Walking with Purpose Bible Study (Women) –  
 Martha Thompson mbthom22@gmail.com

Parish Groups
Athletic Boosters – Rob Gruber (513) 256-2566
Boy Scouts – Rob Schuette (513) 333-0040
Cub Scouts – Matt Frye (574) 529-0427
Garden Club  (513) 561-5954
Lenten Fish Fry – Rob Mancini (513) 520-6360
Little Flower Library – Susan Santos (513) 504-0205
Parish Coffee – Mark Findley (513) 417-9227



937-544-8068

Custom Cabinetry
anywhere in your
home or garage.

Call Matt Stutzman
today to get your
project started!

Please Patronize O
ur A

dvertisers – To Place an A
d, C

all 1-800-292-9020.

Jim Volz
CPA & Trusted

Advisor
794-1551.com

9900 Carver Rd., Blue Ash
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gertz  law
Y O U R  F A M I L Y ’ S  L A W Y E R

GERTZLAW.COM
	 Reading	Office	 Loveland	Office
 (513) 554-1868 (513) 583-1549

Susan	Marie	Allspach,	Esq.
Anthony	J.	Gertz,	Esq.
Anthony	J.	Gertz	II,	Esq.

•	Probate	Administration/Estate	Planning/Wills/Trusts
•	Divorce/Family	Law/Litigation

Full Service inSulation

Environmental Company
Asbestos & Mold Removal

(513) 242-0600
Central Insulation

Systems, Inc.

KLEKAMP PAVING
Asphalt Paving

Patching
Asphalt

Sealcoating
513-561-4600

www.klekamp.com

mattbonhauspainting.com

Compliments of

General Contractors and Land Development Company

6403 Madison, Madisonville • 271-1570 
1793 Ohio Pike, Amelia • 797-4888

Now 2 Locations!

ROYALMONT ACADEMY
200 Northcrest Drive, Mason, OH

Catholic Preschool • High School • Full and 1/2 day Preschool 
Open House – Nov. 15, 5-7:30 pm

513-754-0555 • www.Royalmont.org

MILFORD
Body Shop Direct Call

831-5460

CASTRUCCI
COLLISION

AHP Anderson Hills Plumbing
Residential – Commercial – FREE ESTIMATES

Over 52 Years Experience & Satisfaction
Ernie, Jack, Ralph & Barb Vilardo

6229 Beechmont Avenue  513-232-3821

JEFF STANLEY The Stanley Edwards Group at Morgan Stanley
Portfolio Manager Financial Advisor
513-762-5317
7755 Montgomery Rd., Cincinnati, OH 45236
Jeff.stanley@morganstanley.com NMLS# 287975
Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC. Member SIPC. CRC 3401603 9/2021

ERIC D. BENDER
Attorney at Law

Moeller (1984)
University of Notre Dame (1988)

U.C. Law (1991)
Family Law • Wills & Probate

Lawsuits • Guardianship
Adoption

(513) 891-5630
9764 Kenwood Road in Blue Ash

Visa/Mastercard Accepted

7319 Columbia Road
Garden Center 
& Landscaping

398-1008
www.sharonnursery.com

LARRY’S 
LOCK, SAFE &  

SECURITY CENTER 
 

791-9163 
 
 
 
 

8005 Plainfield Road 
Cincinnati, OH 45236 

Larry’s
LOCK, SAFE & 

SECURITY CENTER

791-9163

8005 Plainfield Road
Cincinnati, OH 45236

18 years in Business • Call 513-321-4444

• Cincinnati’s first Joint Commissioned Private 
Duty Company

• 3 full-time nurses on staff for caregiver 
supervision and emergency consultation

• Specialized and Trained for Parkinson’s and 
Dementia Care

• Live-In specialists, but also offer 4 hour 
minimum care

Robert L. 
Franer III, AAMS®

513-334-1621 (O)
513-434-3583 (C) 
robert.l.franer@lpl.com
www.castellumfinancialadvice.com

Parishioner & Founding Member 
of The Catholic Financial Planners Network 

Helping Catholic families pursue and use wealth morally.
Securities offered through LPL Financial, a Registered Investment Advisor, member FINmember FINRA/SIPC

Area’s Oldest Death Care Leader Area’s Oldest Death Care Leader 
StrawserFuneralHome.comStrawserFuneralHome.com

513-791-7203513-791-7203
Awarded 2021 Awarded 2021 

Small Business of the Year!Small Business of the Year!

Meet Eli and Bennett, our two Meet Eli and Bennett, our two 
fur-children! We understand how fur-children! We understand how 

much pets mean to people, and we much pets mean to people, and we 
are proud to offer pet death care to are proud to offer pet death care to 
the area with the same dignity that the area with the same dignity that 

we show for all we serve!we show for all we serve!

Skyline Chili, Loveland Ohio 10640 Loveland 
Madeira Rd. Bring this bulletin to receive a 

FREE Cheese Coney 
With the Purchase of a (3,4,5) Way

Feeling good, it’s Skyline Time!

For all your real estate needs please contact me, 
a faithful and hard-working St. Gertrude 

parishioner and professional realtor.  

CAROLYN TRAUTH Realtor 

513-706-4239
www.sibcycline.com/ctrauth

Accepting 
New Clients!
Tiara Brown
513-926-7618
We come to you!

Many non-medical 
services provided.

HOME HEALTH CARE AGENCY

uwwllc@ibyfax.com

7754 CAMARGO ROAD,
CINCINNATI, 45243

513-561-6956
@PIAZZADISCEPOLI
TUES.-SAT. – 11-6

FRI. – 11-7

Jason and RhondaJason and Rhonda

7820 CAMARGO RD, MADEIRA
513-271-9378

ali.bar.grill.madeira@gmail.com
alisbarandgrill.com

Servicing Maderia and Indian Hill since 1979

Amy Resch – 513-436-4690

Enjoy 
outdoor living

all summer long!



Whoever  
wishes  
to come  
after me  
must deny  
himself, 
take up  
his cross, 
and  
follow me.
Matthew 16:24
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beatrice
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT

TIM BEATRICE
513-254-5620
timbeatrice5@yahoo.com

Knights of Columbus
Archbishop Elder Council

Email grandknight@elderkofc.org
Join today. kofc.org/joinus

Jeff Woodward, Parishioner   513-247-9241
Celebrating 30 years in business

www.wciconstruction.com

Woodward Construction, Inc.

Kitchen & Bath
Remodeling

Kinsella
561-5285

7880 Camargo Rd.
kinsellakitchens.com

Dr. Frederick A. Heiselman
General • Implant
Dentistry

Parishioner
513-561-8600
7140 Miami Ave.,Ste. 201

fheiselmandds.com

GILSON’S
ENGRAVING

ELEGANT GIFTS

Engraved gifts for all occasionsEngraved gifts for all occasions

7116 Miami Ave.

891-0730
www.gilsonsonline.com

#9
56

40
1-

JT
-2

/7
/2

3

Chuck Borchers
REALTOR, Parishioner

513-335-4039
charles.borchers@gmail.com
chuckborchershomes.com

Accepting New Patients

Dr. Eleanor Endres
Parishioner

513-791-8880 • www.endresdentistry.com
“Oral Health is the Gateway to Healthy Living”

KENWOOD, 7500 MONTGOMERY RD.
MADISONVILLE, 4418 WHETSEL AVENUE

513-791-5353

Thomas-Justin
Funeral Homes, Inc.
Four Generations of Family Service 

to the Community

LANDSCAPE SPECIALISTS, INC.
Hardscape Landscape
• Walkways & Patios • Installations
• Driveways • Renovations
• Retaining Walls • Maintenance
• Drainage Systems • Snow Clearing

Quality Service for Over 35 years

396-6400
Ed Witte, Parishioner

WITTEWITTE

Kitchens • Bathrooms
Room Additions

Screen & Covered Porches
Lower Levels & Basements

513.492.8429
7264 Columbia Rd., Ste. 600, Maineville

www.PenderyConstruction.com

HYDE PARK
PAINTING

and
CARPENTRY
321-4100

Remodeling 
Roofing/Gutters • Concrete 

Plumbing/Electric
Drywall • Int./Ext. Painting

Your Complete Home 
Repair Company

513-472-1985
www.bestplumbercincinnati.com

$25 OFF with this Ad

Keith D. Jackson DDS
Laura K. Jackson DDS

7113 Miami Avenue 
Madeira, OH 45243
Tel: (513) 561-5318

TOTAL LIFE SAFETY, LLC
Commercial Fire Protection Services

Fire Extinguisher/ Exit Lights/Fire Alarm
Sprinkler/Backflow/Special Hazard

866-955-2318

Walter St. Clair RoofingWalter St. Clair Roofing
Serving Cincinnati Since 1923

Roofing & Sheet Metal Work
Slate & Tile Repair

Box Gutters & Seamless Gutters
Jerry St. Clair, pariShioner           641-3265

Chad Muhlenkamp
(513) 377-7221
chad.muhlenkamp@kofc.org

GEO. H. ROHDE & SON
Funeral HomeFuneral Home

Since 1910
3183 Linwood Ave., Mt. Lookout Sq.3183 Linwood Ave., Mt. Lookout Sq.

Serving Eastern Hills, Mt. Lookout & Hyde ParkServing Eastern Hills, Mt. Lookout & Hyde Park
513-321-0404513-321-0404

www.rohdefuneral.comwww.rohdefuneral.com
Directors: Steve Rohde, Denise Mercier Directors: Steve Rohde, Denise Mercier 

& Darrell Schneider& Darrell Schneider

Knights of Columbus
Asset Advisors®
kofcassetadvisors.org

94c/81m/40y/32k

1c/75m/99y/0k

Carpet, Hardwood,
Laminate and LVP 

at guaranteed lowest price, 
shop at home convenience 

and fastest installation. 
Kraig Porter
Parishioner 
513.250.2999

carpetkraig@gmail.com

Family Owned
& Operated

Established 1877

8225 Montgomery Rd
Cincinnati, Ohio 45236

513-891-8373
Peter J. Gilligan, Sr.

Investments,
firmly rooted
in faith.

Kyle Warmouth, Loan Officer/Parishioner
513-218-3218 • KyleW@eqfin.com

NMLS# 2088163-39843

INDEPENDENT LIVING
ASSISTED LIVING • MEMORY CARE

7650 CAMARGO ROAD • MADEIRA, OH 45243
513-422-5499 • WWW.TRADITIONSATCAMARGO.COM

TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  |  SEPTEMBER 3, 2023 


